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Why We Write Articles…??? 

• Report our work 

• Add useful information to the pool of knowledge  

• Service to humanity/Human welfare 

• International repute 

• Recognition of your work/Citation (Index) 

• Jobs/Career development/Promotion 

• Reward (Financial matters) 

• Project’s evaluation 

• Future funding 

• Chances of collaboration with other scientists  



Attraction for Students  
• Performance evaluation 

• Financial rewards 

• Scholarship Opportunities (further studies) 

  National Scholarship (国家奖学金) 

  Enterprise scholarship  (企业奖学金) 

  National Endeavour Fellowship (国家励志奖学金) 

  CSC Scholarship (China) 

  Endeavour Scholarship (Australia) 

  Full Bright Scholarship (USA) 

  DAAD Scholarship (Germany) 

  TWAS Scholarships 

• Job security  



Types of Research Articles 

• Research Article 

• Review Article 

• Letter to Editor (Nature) 

• Short Communication 

• Opinion 

• Career Perspective (HortScience) W.S. Castle 



Research Article 
• Title 

• Author's list + Affiliation 

• Abstract  

• Introduction 

• Materials and Methods 

• Results  

• Discussion 

• Conclusion 

• Acknowledgement 

• References 

• Tables and Figures  

Cover Page 



• Title 

• Authors list 

• Their affiliation 

• Contact details (Email; Phone #)   

  2296093@qq.com; azher490@hotmail.com 

  azher490@uos.edu.pk; azher490@hzau.edu.cn 

• Corresponding authors 

• Running title (as short as possible e.g. 60 characters including spaces) 

• Key Words (4-6) 

Cover Page 

mailto:2296093@qq.com
mailto:azher490@hotmail.com
mailto:azher490@uos.edu.pk
mailto:azher490@uos.edu.pk
mailto:azher490@uos.edu.pk
mailto:azher490@hzau.edu.cn


Title 

• Simple, attractive, and accurately reflect investigation  

• Brief and precise  

• Avoid use of abbreviations (NAA, SDW, DAT etc) 

• Avoid traditional style  

   Effect of……….. 

   A study on……… 

• Not too long 

 





Pumpkin grafting improves magnesium uptake, photosynthesis 

and antioxidant enzyme activities of watermelon  

18 Words 

12 Words 







Which part is written 1st …??? 

1) Tables and Figures 

2) Results and Discussion 

3) Introduction 

4) Materials and Methods 

5) Abstract/conclusion 

6) Other miscellaneous items (acknowledgement, 

references, formatting etc.) 



• Concentrated form of overall 

contents/information  

  Background/Introduction 

  Materials and methods 

  Results 

  Conclusion 

• Words (200-250-350) 

 

Abstract/Summary  





Introduction   

Very Important  

 Justification of the importance/significance of your 

work (reviewers should feel that your work is 

important, and needs to be published) 

Structure 

 The background and current status, the existing 

problems, the hypothesis of your approach to solve 

the problem, the aim of the your research  

 

Length 

 Commonly 2 pages, Letter size paper, double line, 1’ 

margin 



Materials and Methods 

Clear flow  

  Have the same sequence as you did your work  

 

Clear detail   

  Other people can get same results if follow your 

 descriptions  



• “Find two or three major findings out of 

your data; and then all the 

draft/article/story is written to prove those 

findings” 

Basic Principle 
(Overall article) 



Results 

• Write whatever you got from the study 

• What your data say? Write it in the form of story 

• Can be divided into different sub-sections (Plant 

growth; Fruit Quality; Gene expression results) 

• Avoid repetition of same information, write in 

different way [(0.2 mM N, FW/P 20g; 4.5 mM N 

FW/P 35 g)……..write FW increased by 75% 

compared with control (0.2 mM N)]   

 



Results (Cont.) 

• Write overall trends 

• Focus/highlight if something is important or 

very special in your results 

 



Discussion 

• You got a result…..here you logically prove 

why it happened? How it become possible? 

What is the reason behind it? 

• Compare your results with previous 

studies…….both in support and 

contradiction 

 



• Recently, plant growth regulators especially 

synthetic auxin such as NAA, 2,4-D  are 

used as thinning agent in the form of foliar 

spray for many fruit crops to improve fruit 

size and fruit quality (Monselise, 1979).  



• Recently, plant growth regulators especially 

synthetic auxin such as NAA, 2,4-D etc.  are 

used as thinning agent in the form of foliar 

spray for many fruit crops to improve fruit 

size and fruit quality (Monselise, 1979).  



Discussion (Cont.) 

• Avoid too old references 

  2016               1985 

   2016               2008, 2011 

 

Exceptions: MEL was discovered in 1950’s 

      Auxin was discovered in 1940’s 



Conclusion 

• Write major results, and what you 

concluded from your study  

• Future direction can be provided 

 Acknowledgement 

• Funding agency 

• Scientists who helped/guided you  

References 
Complete list, Format 



Publication Process 

• Submission 

• Seen by Editor  

• Review [2 Reviewers; some J 3 (HortScience)] 

• Revision 

• Author Proof 

• Publication  

      (Separate PPT) 

Selection of Journal, Formatting, 

Submission,  

Review Process, Reviewer’s reply  



Highlight Your Scientific Work 

• www.researchgaet.com 

• www.googlescholar.com 

• www.academia.edu 

 

http://www.researchgaet.com/
http://www.googlescholar.com/
http://www.academia.edu/




Publication Ethics 

• Never copy & paste anything (Plagiarism) 

• Always provide reference 

• Data fabrication/false data*** 

• You may face serious threats/problems 

 

 



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hwang_Woo-suk 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hwang_Woo-suk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hwang_Woo-suk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hwang_Woo-suk






www.retractionwatch.com 

http://www.retractionwatch.com/


Suggestions   

• Techniques/software/writing aids 

  Reference manager/Endnote/Mendeley etc. 

 Photoshop/Adobe Photoshop etc. 

• Some lab mates know how to use, they should teach others (we 

are a community)  

• Too much focus on research trials compared with write up 

(needs to be balanced; 30-50%)  

• Our lab may focus on write up; we have lot of data; we can 

enhance number of publications 





Thank You 

谢谢 


