What is deviance?

Deviance is any behaviour that violates cultural norms. Norms are social expectations that guide human behaviour. Deviance is often divided into two types of deviant activities. The first, crime is the violation of formally enacted laws and is referred to as formal deviance. Examples of formal deviance would include: robbery, theft, rape, murder, and assault. The second type of deviant behaviour refers to violations of informal social norms, norms that have not been codified into law, and is referred to as informal deviance. Examples of informal deviance might include: belching loudly (in some cultures), or standing too close to another unnecessarily (again, in some cultures).
Deviance:

According to sociologist William Graham Sumner, deviance is a violation of established contextual, cultural, or social norms, whether folkways, mores, or codified law (1906). 

 Folkways are norms based on everyday cultural customs concerning practical matters like how to hold a fork, what type of clothes are appropriate for different situations, or how to greet someone politely. 
Mores are more serious moral injunctions or taboos that are broadly recognized in a society, like the incest taboo.
 Codified laws are norms that are specified in explicit codes and enforced by government bodies.
 A crime is therefore an act of deviance that breaks not only a norm, but a law. 
Deviance:

In sociology, deviance describes an action or behaviour that violates social norms, including a formally enacted rule (e.g., crime), as well as informal violations of social norms (e.g., rejecting folkways and mores).

Examples of deviance:

Formal deviance includes criminal violation of formally-enacted laws. Examples of formal deviance include robbery, theft, rape, murder, and assault. Informal deviance refers to violations of informal social norms, which are norms that have not been codified into law.

Robert K. Merton, in his discussion of deviance, proposed a typology of deviant behaviour:
· conformity involves the acceptance of the cultural goals and means of attaining those goals (e.g., a banker)

· innovation involves the acceptance of the goals of a culture but the rejection of the traditional and/or legitimate means of attaining those goals (e.g., a member of the Mafia or street gang values wealth but employs alternative means of attaining her wealth)

· ritualism involves the rejection of cultural goals but the acceptance of the means for achieving the goals (e.g., a disillusioned bureaucrat - like Milton in the movie Office Space, who goes to work every day because it is what he does, but does not share the goal of the company of making lots of money)

· retreatism involves the rejection of both the cultural goals and the traditional means of achieving those goals (e.g., a homeless person who is homeless more by choice than by force or circumstance or a commune established separately from dominant social norms)

· rebellion is a special case wherein the individual rejects both the cultural goals and traditional means of achieving them but actively attempts to replace both elements of the society with different goals and means (e.g., a communist revolution and / or social movement activities)

What is social control?
Social control, within sociology, refers to the many ways in which our behaviour, thoughts, and appearance are regulated by the norms, rules, laws, and socialstructuresofsociety. Social control is a necessary component of social order, for society could not exist without it.

According to Roberts (1991), ‘the term social control refers to the techniques and strategies for regulating human behaviour in society’.

In Oxford Dictionary of Sociology (1994), social control refers to the social processes by which the behaviour of individuals or groups is regulated.

Overview of the Concept
Social control is achieved through a variety of means, including through social norms, rules, laws, and social, economic, and institutional structures. In fact, there would be no society without social control, because society cannot function without an agreed upon and enforced social order that makes daily life and a complex division of labor possible. 
The primary way through which social order is produced is through the ongoing, lifelong process of socialization that each person experiences. Through this process, we are taught from birth the norms, rules, and behavioural and interactional expectations that are common to our family, peer groups, community, and greater society. Socialization teaches us how to think and behave in accepted ways, and in doing so, effectively controls us our participation in society.

The physical organization of society is also a part of social control. For example, paved streets and traffic signals control, at least in theory, the behaviour of people when they drive vehicles. Sidewalks and crosswalks control foot traffic, for the most part, and aisles in grocery stores control how we move through the space. When we fail to conform to norms, rules, and social expectations, we suffer sanctions that remind us of their social importance, and that serve to control our behaviour. 
The Two Types of Social Control

Social control tends to take one of two different forms: informal or formal. Informal social control refers to our conformity to the norms and values of the society, and adoption of a particular belief system, which we learn through the process of socialization. This form of social control is enforced by family, primary caregivers, peers, other authority figures like coaches and teachers, and by colleagues.

Informal social control is enforced by rewards and sanctions. Reward often takes the form of praise or compliments, but also takes other common forms, like high marks on school work, promotions at work, and social popularity. Sanctions used to enforce informal social control, like those discussed above, tend to be social in form and consist mainly in communication or lack thereof, but can also take the form of the ending of a relationship, teasing or ridicule, poor marks in school, or being fired from work, among others.

Formal social control is that which is produced and enforced by the state (government) and representatives of the state that enforce its laws like police, military, and other city, state, and federal agencies. In many cases, a simple police presence is enough to create formal social control. In others, police might intervene in a situation that involves unlawful or dangerous behavior in order to stop it--to "arrest" literally means to stop--in order to ensure that social control is maintained.Other government agencies enforce formal social control as well, like those that regulate which substances or foods can be legally sold, and those that enforce building codes, among others.

Why Social Control?
Why there is need for social control? Many explanations have been given for this question. Generally, it is said that to satisfy peacefully the basic drives of humans—sex, shelter (security) and hunger—some kind of regulation is needed. This regulation acts as a check on the individual desires of persons so that they cannot fulfill them the way they wish as we see in animals.

Human beings have to adhere to certain norms (folkways, mores, rules and regula​tions of the group) to satisfy their wants (needs and desires) without any clash. These norms act as means of social control. Thus, for the mutual welfare and well-being, some kind of control (inner as well as external, i.e., social control) is an almost necessity.

Through social control, personal, cultural and social arrangements are properly balanced and the struggle among the persons to satisfy their unlimited wants .According to Gillin and Gillin (1948), the main function of social control is to realize certain purposes of the group, including maintaining the social equilibrium for the continued existence of society.

Objectives:

Kimball Young (1942) stated that the social control aims to ‘bring about conformity, solidarity and continuity of a particular group or society’. It is essential for the continued existence of the society.

On the basis of above analysis, the main objectives of social control may be stated as under:
1. To regulate the individual behaviour and avoid clash in the society.

2. To maintain and re-establish the social order.

3. To establish unity and solidarity among the members.

4. To ensure the continuity of the group or the society.

5. To secure member’s conformity to the group expectations.

6. To bring society’s recalcitrant and deviant members back into the line.

7. To check cultural degeneration and social disintegration.

Functions:

The major functions of social control are:
1. It forces persons to get obeyed social decisions.

2. It maintains the equilibrium and stability in the society.

3. It helps in choosing behaviour and fulfilling one’s desire for social status.

4. It helps in proper socialization of the individual.

5. It helps in performing social roles.

6. It helps in mitigating tensions and conflict among members.

7. It breeds conformity in society.

BasicallySocial control occurs in every aspect of society—in the family, in the peer groups, in bureaucratic organizations, NGOs and in the government of every society.

