vk Qydiile Natulc o turopean history of th;

rulers and great men in India and Chig bl
but, and especially so in India, the masses z‘and !

They put up with changes of rulers withf B Spiritlegs , , lturg
seem to have been broken in, and hav lll)t ANy great objezn. ’
obedx_ence to challenge authority. Thus t}? Cteome tog muct}ion' ey
occasionally, is more a record of eventseIr lclilstory’ thoug, ; Used ¢,
movements. [ am not sure how far this is tan rulers thyy, 0 .
certainly has been true for many hundre(i rue of Chingy; but o Populy,
come to India during this period have been}(fiears.A
of our people. et

Another tendency to be noticed in India is th :

and not forward; to the heights we once occupied e desire tq look back
we hope to occupy.And so our people sighelc):l i‘ofa?}? NOL 10 the hejgl,
of getting a move on, obeyed anyone who chose to ZrlzlaSt’ b inst
Ultimately empires rest not so much on their strength er them abgy,
of the people over whom they dominate. SRl SEOiy

E'eriod‘Th
1gh degree .o ¢ Brey

nd all the jjj th:di it

a
o t hay,
his unhappy condit?;rel

THE RENAISSANCE

August 5, 1932

over Europe

Out of the turmoil and travail that were spreading all
rose the fine flower of the Renaissance. It grew in the soil of ltaly

Greece for inspiration and

f beauty, and added © the
¢ came from th°

the cities 0
he home©

first, but it looked across the centuries to old
nourishment. From Greece it took its love o
beauty of bodily form something that was deeper, tha
mind and was of the spirit. It was an urban growth, and
northern Italy gave shelter to it. In particular, Florence was ¢

the early Renaissance. -
Florence had already produced, in the thirteenth 31311 an]ﬂﬂguzigc'f
jtal 0

centuries, Dante and Petrarch, the two great poets of the It l_a i
During the Middle Ages it was for a long time the flﬂ@mcﬁtt o repth
Europe, where the big money-lenders congregated. It W2 ate (heir O
of rich and not very admirable people, who often ill-treate™ o - ¢ the

1te
3 oH ut mn Sp
great men. “Fickle Florence” lled. But;

d fourteeﬂth

lic

, it has been ca
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.nders and the despots and tyrants, thig ...
Vg S Clty

qoney o Jf of the fifteenth century, three . markab), Produceq ;, the
ey ichclangclo, and Raphael. AJ] three A l"“‘m:lrdu ds
(inc 1 painters; Leonardo and Miche] d
. s also. Michelangelo was a wonderfi1 « SN othg
at of the solid marble; and he Was a great . ing Mighty

\q ; .
Lty Cathedral of St. Peter’s in Rome wag
g
He live

dﬂv l]C I

largely fashioneq
ty—and almogt ¢, h
- a5 an unhappy may,
t’o; something behind the surface of things,

. <« . 5 -
pting amMAazing tasks.“One paints with his |

by him
15 dying
3 a}\\'ays see
always think
1ead, not with

4 to a tremendous age—nearly nine
Jboured at St. Peter’s. He w
_ king
Ing, 3]\\.’.’1}-'5

attem his ]];mdg,“

he once S
Leonardo was the oldest of the three, and in many ways the mogt

wonderful. Indeed, he was -the most remarkable man of hjs age, and
emember, it was an age which produced many great men. A vcn!,maé
painter and sculptor, he o also a great thinker and scientist, Allx’ayfs
experimenting, always probing, and trying to find out the reason for
things, he was the first of the great scientists that have laid the foundations
ofmodern science. “Kindly nature,” he said, “sees to it that you may find
something to learn everywhere in the world.” He was a self-taught man,
and began teaching himself Latin and mathematics at the age of thirty.
He became a great engineer also, and he was the first to discover that
blood circulated through the body. He was fascinated by the structure of
the body.“Coarse people,” he said,“of bad habits and shallow judgments
do not deserve so beautiful an instrument, such a complex anatomical
“quipment, as the human body. They should merely have a sack for
talking m food and lgtting it out again, for they are nothing but an
dimentary canall” He was himself a vegetarian, and “1:35 vergrsgctntl}iglf
2 , _ S -
f::lj:«fn? hflblt of his was to buy caged birds in the marketa
edlately_
tleh:ﬁ?s;;n]g?ing of all were Leonardo’s attemp(t)
There ‘Wase 1d not succeed, but .he WenF a gnod xpe
te hag ;10 one to follow up his theories fO]](;w L the modern
aeroplane ee}? . Couple Of Leonal'doos t03()() yegrs agO.T]liS S‘l:]'ﬂllg‘e
ang Wondmz-g t have'been invented 20 (;r] o His ffe i said, WS a
dial()gue e.r ul man lived from 1452 to 1 e © ions, an d trying t(;
fing ang With Nature”. He was always asking qd to be ever reaching
foryy, 1 ot them by experiment; he seeme
I ha\”:'iljng to grasp the future.
fitten about these three men ©

s at aviation or flyng1in
d way towards succes
riments. Perhaps if

an especially

f F]orencc‘,
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about Leonardo, because he is a favourite of mipe. The s

republic of Florence is not very pleasant or edifying we hls_to_ry of
and despots and knavish rulers. But much may be fo; ilth Its imrigu e
we may excuse even her money-lenders!—because of fhven Florencef
has produced.The shadow of these great sons of hers liese 8reat me,, she

as you pass the streets of this beautiful city, or look theoln her Still g
it flows by under the medieval bridges, an enchantmen; Seovely Arng 5
over you,and the past becomes vivid and alive. Dante goes by Z:n; t0 cop,
the lady he loved, passes, leaving faint perfume trailing b e}’u';d I}ieatrice,
Leonardo seems to march along the narrow streets, Jogt : €L Ang
pondering over the mysteries of life and Nature, ’ n thought,

So the Renaissance flowered in Italy from the fifteenth ce
gradually travelled to other Western countries. Great artists tried ¢
life in stone and canvas, and the galleries and museums of Euro me
full of their paintings and sculptures. In Italy there was a decline Ii)n tahre
artistic renaissance by the end of the sixteenth centuiry. In the seventeem}i
century Holland produced great painters, one of the most famous being
Rembrandt, and in Spain about this time there wasVelasquez. But I sh]
‘not mention more names. There are so many of them. If you are interested
in the great master-painters, go to the galleries and look at their works,
Their names are of little account; it is their art and the beauty they
created that have a message for us.

During this period—the fifteenth to the seventeenth centuries—
science also gradually forges ahead and comes into its own. It had a stiff
fight with the Church, for the Church did not believe in making people
think and experiment. For it the earth was the centre of the universe
~and the sun went round it and the stars were fixed points in the heavens.
Anyone who said-otherwise was a heretic and might be dealt with by
the Inquisition. In Spite of this a Pole, named Copernicus, did Challeﬂss
this belief and proved that the earth went round the sun. Thus he 1313
the foundations of the modern idea of the universe. He lived from 1114;r
to 1543. Somehow he managed to escape the wrath of the Church’

: y y . s after hur
his revolutionary and heretical opinions. Others who came Rome
were not so fortunate. Giordano Bruno, an Italian, was burned mh‘c i
by the Church in 1600 for insisting that the earth went rouﬂdﬂto who
and the stars were themselves suns. A contemporary of his, Galile ; Wwas
made the telescope, was also threatened by .the Church, bu; So I
weaker than Bruno, and thought it more expedient to reca 'hgt the
admitted to the Church that he was mistaken in his folly 2° trollﬂd
earth was of course the centre of the universe, and th

e sun wen
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it. Even so, he had o spend some time in prison doing penance.

Among the prominent men of science in the sixteenth century was
 Harvey, who finally proved the circulation of the blood. In the seventeenth
century comes one of the_ greatest names in science—Isaac Newton,
whO. YAl d great matherpat1c1an. He discovered what is called the law of
: gmv1tat10n—"0f how things fall—and thus wrested another of Nature’s
secrets.

So mu.ch, or rather so little, for science. Literature also forged ahead
during this period. The new spirit that was abroad affected the young
Furopean languages powerfully. These languages had existed for some
time, and we have seen that Italy had already produced great poets. In
England there had been Chaucer. But Latin, the speech and language of
the learned and of the Church all over Europe, overshadowed them all.
They were the vulgar tongues—the vernaculars, as many people very
curiously call the Indian languages still. It was almost undignified to
write in them. But the new spirit, and paper and printing, pushed these
languages ahead. Italian was the first in the field; then followed French
and English and Spanish and, last of all, German. In France a band of
young writers in the sixteenth century resolved to write in their own
language and not in Latin, and to improve their “vulgar tongue” till it
became a suitable medium for the best of literature.

So the languages of Europe progressed and gained in richness and
power till they became the fine languages they are today. I shall not
mention the names of many famous writers; 1 shall give just a few. In
England there was the famous Shakespeare from 1564 to 1.616; and
immediately following him in the seventeenth century was Milton, the
blind poet of Paradise Lost.In France there were the philosopher Descartes
and the dramatist, Moliére, both in the seventeenth century. Mohe.re
was the founder of the Comédie Frangaise, the great State theatre In
Paris.A contemporary of Shakespeare in Spain was Cervantes, who wrote

Don Quixote. : b
One other name I shall mention, not be her Florentine. He was
because it is well known.This 18 Machiavelli, another .

. - i th centuries, but he
; itici the fifteenth-sixteen \ :
Just an ordinary politictan 0 b me famous. This book gives

wrote a book, called The Prince, which F)eca d voliticians of the day.

us a glimpse into the minds of the princes anf : overnment—not,

Machiavelli tells us that religion 18 nicessta the(l); ?oggovern them and
; : ut to

mind you, to make people virtuous, ler to support 2

he ru
keep L1EE Aaviel g even be tl?‘e dUt.Y Of”tsa;s Machiavelli,“must
religion which he believes to be false! “A prince,

cause of its greatness, but
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know how to play at once man and beast, liop
1 a :
should nor can keep his word when to do so wi]
venture to maintain that it is very dj ;
useful on the other band, to o BSOS ahigyy oy ..
se n the other h: i © O¢ hop,
1and, to appear pious and ¢ hoﬂest-

x S faith
devout. Nothing is more useful than the appe il of;l,' humgy, ;
p P i b i '
Pretty bad, is it not? The greater the scoundrel, the }, ‘;’lrtue_
: Ctter

[f this was the st b e e

it i ' State of an average prince’s mind iy those days

1815 not surprising that there was continuous trouble the yB

: el : L re. *

so far back? Even today the imperialist Powers n Ut why g
e of ; . wch

prince of Machiavelli. Beneath the appearance of virtye ch like the

- _ , there ;
and cruelty and unscrupulousness; beneath the kid glove of - e
there is the red claw of the beast. Civilizatigy,

and fuy
1 X He nej

t.he Pringe
N Eypg ;

behave

-8 4

M_H\

THE PROTESTANT REVOLT AND THg
PEASANTS WAR

August 8, 1932

have written several letters to you already about Europe during the

fifteenth to the seventeenth centuries. I have told you something about
the passing of the Middle Ages, and the great distress of the peasantry,
and the rise of the bourgeoisie, and the discovery of America and the
seaways to the East,and the progress of art, and science, and the languages
of Europe. But much still remains to be told about this period to complete
the outlines of the picture. Remember that my last two letters,as well as
the one about the sea-routes, and this one that [ am writing,_and perhaP;
one or two others to follow, deal with the same per'iod in Eur:)f:(-)k
write separately about different movements anq activitles,tﬁlt ;}:;z:r
place more or less at the same time, and each influenced the . ing

Even before the times of the Renaissance there had bt‘—‘ecll‘1 reoples .
in the body of the Roman Church. Both the princes (3;1;1 urlzh, 0
Europe were beginning to feel the heavy hand of t[};e or, wil
grumble a little, and to doubt. Frederick II, the jfared Jiele eve;
remember, had quite an argument with the Pope, fmb pei angere
for excommunication. These signs of doubt and diso iu' : purPOS-c the
Rome, and it resolved to crush the new heresy. For t
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Inquisition was created, and there was the burning of iih

who were styled heretics,and women who were accuseq Ofbcinapw ey
all over Europe. John Huss of Prague was tricked and burnt, and ¢ ltcheg
his followers in Bohemia, the Hussites, raised the banner g, Creupoy,
all the terrors of the Inquisition could put down this ney, el iktvo]t.
against the Roman Church. It spread, and to it was adde dire doof Tevo)
feeling of the peasantry against the Church as a big landowne, }‘;I}]Jt, the
princes in many places encouraged this spirit for selfish, reaSo.nS %the
were casting envious and covetous eyes on the vast Properties -0 fhe
Church. The printing of books and Bibles added to the smoulq the
fire. fring

Early in the sixteenth century there rose in Germany Martiy Luthe
who was to become the great leader of the revolt against R ome. Ha w:‘
a Christian priest who after a visit to Rome became disgusted with th;
corruption and luxury of the Church. This controversy grew and grey
till it split up the Roman Church into two, and divided western Europe
into two camps, religious as well as political. The old orthodox Greek
Church of Russia and eastern Europe kept apart from this controversy,
So far as it was concerned Rome was itself far removed from the true
faith.

In this way began the Protestant revolt. It was called Protestant because
it protested against various dogmas of the Roman Church. Ever since
then there have been two main divisions of Christianity in western
Europe—R oman Catholic and Protestant. But the Protestants are divided
up into many sects.

This movement against the Church is called the R eformation. It was
in the main a popular revolt against corruption as well as the
authoritarianism of the Church. Side by side with this, many princes
wanted to put an end to all attempts by the Pope to dominate OVer
them. They resented very much the interference of the Pope ip their
political affairs. There was also a third phase of the Reformation, &t
attempt by loyal Churchmen to reform the Church of its abuses from
within. )

You will perhaps remember the two orders of the Church—t*
Franciscan and the Dominican. In the sixteenth century, just about £ ai
time Martin Luther was gaining in strength, a new Church‘ Ord_er WO
started by a Spaniard, Ignatius of Loyola. He called it the’ Socletythe
Jesus”, and its members were called Jesuits. I have already referred tovery
Jesuits visiting China and the East. This “Order of Jesus” WS ahole'
remarkable society. It aimed at training people for efficient and W

Ot
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o ants of the Church. So f;

0 ful servants Of th - So faithful were (|

it . obeyed it blindly and withoyt questioniLng ]Zdt(t)hg;egi}:;}rc}?’
’ 1€1r

ot here the Church stood : )

to Xt-wwillingly it dudles tI:Z g}::m by it, they would sacrifice
6 - -hout scruple in th Y have had a reputation of bein
holly Withoue SErip ¢ service of the Church. The good of ] X
church jusuﬁid l;alnc:) ezcus;d everything. of the

his remarkable body ol men was of the
Ch;rrch- Not only did they carry its name ﬁ?ﬁiﬁiﬁfﬂ? “Zﬁhe b
but they raised the standard of the Church in Europfpar(z] lgtrillnt lands,
of the internal movement for reform, and largely because o¥'the ::12?11;:;
of the Protestant re\{olt, there was much less corruption in Rome. Thus
the Reformation split the Church into two and at the same time ref(;rmed
. internally to some extent.

As the Protestant revolt developed some of the kings and princes of
Europe sided w1th one .party, some with the other. Religious motives
had little to do with this. It was mostly a question of politics and the
desire for gain. The Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire at that time
was Charles V, a2 Hapsburg. Owing to the marriages of his father and

ndfather, he happened to inherit a large empire which included Austria,
Germany (nominally), Spain, Naples and Sicily, the Netherlands and
Spanish America. It was a favourite method in Europe in those days, this
way of adding to one’s dominions by marriage. Thus Charles, for no
merit of his own, happened to rule over half Europe, and for a while he
seemed to be a great man. He decided to side with the Pope against the
Protestants. The idea of the Reformation was not in keeping with the
idea of empire. But many of the smaller German princes sided with the
Protestants, and there were two factions throughout Germany—the
Roman and the Lutheran.This naturally resulted in civil war in Germany.

In England the much-married Henry VIII went against the Pope
and favoured the Protestants, or rather himself. He coveted the property
of the Church and, after breaking with Rome, he confiscated all the
fich lands of the abbeys'and monasteries and the churches. A_ I""”"'C’n"_11
ref‘tfon for his break with the Pope was because he wanted to divorce his
Wite, and marry another woman. oz .

In France ge position was peculiar. The Chief Minister of t.he :l(l;g
%35 the famous Cardinal Richelieu, who practically ruled the (l;mfu s(l)ae d ‘

helieu kept France on the side of Rome and_]i"ope and ¢ -
Mtestantism there. But, such are the intrigues of politics, he encourag

cmselVCS
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Protestantism in Germany so that there might be Civy)
Germany might become weak and disunited! T, anty 'l( War ere
and Germany to cach other runs like 3 thread ”lnmi‘:}:n; ,:'_"
Europe. - ,
Luther was the great Protestant, and he Opposed )y, e
Rome. But do not imagine that he was toleran, n rely -:, Aithg,, Y of
intolerant as the Pope he was fighting. So the erbrf;n iy “"-‘-j
bring religious liberty to Europe. It bred a new type “;[;”” dig -
puritan and the Calvinist. Calvin was one of the ‘l,m., ]mﬂ;l""“"“??.-
Protestant movement. He was a good orgamzer, and t'nrl‘lm ‘
controlled the city of Geneva. Do yvou remember the great ;n“h’!f he
to the Reformation in the park at Geneva? The huge t'xp.am(tn“fm':
with statues of Calvin and others? Calvin was so intolerant th.\:(],(.): wal
many persons because they simply did not agree with him and “.:_r;:.:':

O} !.,.

thinkers,

Luther and the Protestants were helped greatly by the mag ia
people because there was a strong feeling against the Romap (jhu.q-";
As T have told vou, the peasantry were very miuserable and there v.
frequent riots. These riots developed into a regular Peasants’ Wy, n
Germany. The poor peasants rose against the evil system which crushed
them and demanded the most ordinary and reasonable rights—the
serfdom should cease, and the right to fish and hunt. But ;'vcn these
were denied them, and the princes of Germany tried to crush ther
with every species of barbarity. And Luther, the great reformer, what
was his attitude? Did he side with the poor peasants and support therr
Just demands? Not he! On the peasants” demand that serfdom should
end, Luther, said:“This article would make all men equal and so change
the spiritual kingdom of Christ into an external worldly one. Impossible’
An earthly kingdom cannot exist without inequality of persons. Some
must be free, others serfs, some rulers, others subjects.” He curses the

peasants and calls for their destruction.

Therefore let all who are able hew them down, slaughter and stab them,
openly or in secret, and remember that there is nothing more poisonet
noxious and utterly diabolical than a rebel. You must kill him a5 )-03
would a mad dog; if you do not fall upon him, he will fall upon you 2

the whole land.
rﬂﬂd’

‘ ; : W ade
Pretty language this, especially coming from a religious le
reformer.
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L & B i1 I‘IEASANTS' WAR

one S€€s that all the talk of freedom and libe

or classes only, not for the masses, T, masses had |;

uPP age a ]ife not far removed fm[n that b i ' lVCd, almost in
: 3 : 1€ animals,

gery 0 1als. The

"' ¢ to do o, according to L-uther, because that vy, L They mugt

‘The Protestant revolt against Rome s laid down by

: I -
conomic distress of the people, |t} 1ad been largely caused by

te d fitted in wieh

e gred : 1ad fitted in w

thdﬁie 4it. But when it was feared that the serfs ith it and had
u

¥
., their freedom from serfdom—this was j Jjgy, Ifrilcflf:g(;] tt(;,?n&:?]d.
protesm“t 1e;.1ders Jqlned the princes in crushing them. The daygof tht‘
asses Was still far dlStant.The'rfeW_agc that wags dawning was the age of
e middle classes, the bourgeoisie. Frpm all the conflicts and wars of the
sixteeﬂth and seventeenth centuries, one can see this class, almost
nevitably, rising Step by step.

Wherever this rising bozfrgeoisie was fairly strong, there Protestantism
Spmad,Therc were many kinds and sects of Protestants. In England the
King made himself the head of the Church—the “Defender of the
Faith”—and the Church practically ceased to be a Church and became
just a department of the government. The Church of England has
continued to be so ever since.

In other countries, especially in Germany, Switzerland and the
Netherlands, other sects grew in prominence. Calvinism spread because
it was in keeping with the growth of the bourgeoisie. In religigus matters
Calvin was terribly intolerant. There was torture an.d burfung for the
heretics,and the strictest discipline of the faithful. Butin b_usmess ma}t]t.erls1
his teaching was more in keeping with growing trade and industry, w ‘(‘;_
the Roman teaching was not. Profits in business were blessed, :-md c?:t hl;
was encouraged. So the new bourgeoisie adopted this new Vc;:is'lm:nooney
old faith and, with a perfectly easy conscience, went on m; (Iilﬁ nobles:
They had utilized the masses in their fights agamSt t:e el;t upon the
Now, having triumphed over the nobles, they ignored OT 3

Iasses, " the king
But the bourgeoisie had to face many 0bst in fighting

stall 1n the Way_']ghe kll’lg had joined with the men gigh; town

ﬂ}e nobles. Now that the nobles had been s ter of the field. The

t to come¢.
Contest between him and the middle classes was ye
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- BBt
—
AUTOCRACY IN SIXTEENTH. ,
SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY EUROpD
E

August 26, 1932

have again been very negligent. It is long since I wrote

There is none to question me or keep me up to the m
slacken occasionally and busy myself with other things,
together it would be different, would it not? But why shq
then, if you and I could talk to each other?

My last letters to you were about Europe at a time of great turmgj]
and change. They c_iealt with the great changes in the sixteen, and
seventeenth centuries, the changes that came with or followeq the
economic revolution which put an end to the Middle Ages and rajseq
up the bourgeoisie. In our last letter we saw Christendom in westery
Europe breaking up into two factions—Catholic and Protestant, Germany
was the special battle-ground of the religious struggles between these
two factions because the two parties were more or less evenly balanced.
The other countries of western Europe were also involved to some
extent in these struggles. England kept apart from the continental religious
struggle. Under her king, Henry VIII, she cut herself oft from Rome
without much internal disturbance, and established a Church of her
own which was something between the Catholic and the Protestant.
Henry cared little for religion. He wanted the Church lands, and he got
them; and he wanted to marry again, and he did so. Thus the main result
of the Reformation was to free the kings and princes from the leading-
strings of the Pope.

While these movements of the Renaissance and Refor
the economic turmoil were changing the face of Europe, W
political background like? What was the map of Europe lKE
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries? It was, of course, a changing i
during these 200 years. Let us then look at the map as it was early 10
sixteenth century.

In the south-east the Turks hold Constantinople and ! cers
advances into Hungary. In the south-west corner the Muslim S(;;na 1
descendants of the Arab conquerors, have been driven away ﬁom rule of
and Spain has emerged as a Christian Power under the joint

these lettey
ark, and g |
If we Were
uld | Write

mation and
hat was the
like in the
g map

d their emp
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1afl and [sabella. The long centuries of conflict between Chyigs:
d.onatel and with bigotry. It is in Spain that the terrible | n' uLi‘:'g'm“
0% ghed. Under the glamour of the discovery o gl
ttah dpat this 15 Prmglng her, Spain is beginning to ol ]ca‘d i:::], ,tj]r‘i

,“fEu ean pohthS. . . g1
e Look at the map again. We recognize England and France, much as
- now. In the centre of th_e map 1s the Empire, divided up into
 German States, each of which was more or Jess independent. It is
maﬂryious collection of little States under princes, dukes, bishops e]cét 5
cu h-liké persons.There are also many towns with special p‘r’i\’/ilc ‘;m
orthern commercial towns have joined up and formc%i Sa,

. on. Then there is the republic of Switzerland, in fact free, but
2

a

pJ

i

and the 1

confederatt :
pot yet formally recognized to be so; the republic of Venice, and also

other City-republics in northern Italy; the territory belonging to the
Popes: round ab.out Rome, called the Papal States; and the kingdom of
Naples and Sicily to the sou_th of them. To the east there is Poland
petween the Empire and Russia, and the kingdom of Hungary, with the
Ottoman Turks casting their shadow on it. Farther to the east is Russia,
newly developing into a strong State, after it had got rid of the Mongols
of the Golden Horde.And to the north and west there are some other
countries.

Such was Europe early in the sixteenth century. In 1520 Charles V
became Emperor. He was a Hapsburg and, as we have seen, he managed
to inherit the kingdoms of Spain, and of Naples and Sicily, and the
Netherlands. It is strange how whole countries and peoples changed
masters in Europe because of certain royal marriages. Millions of people
and great countries were just inherited. Sometimes they were given as
dowries. The island of Bombay thus came to an English king, Charles II,
sthe dowry of his wife Catharine of Braganza (in Portugal). By careful
marriage, therefore, the Hapsburgs gathered together an empire, and
Charles V became head of this. He was a very ordinary man, c.hi.eﬂy
noted for eating enormously, but for the moment his great donunions

Made k ‘
| clie him seem a colossus in Europe.
0 the same year that Charles became Empero

ea . . . .
're(it(i) ‘the Ottoman Empire. During his reign this empire spre

r, Suleiman became

ad in all

Scanned with CamScanner



334 * JAWAHARLAL NEHRYy .

the Holy Roman Empire paying tribute to the Sy, of Turk.

is known as Suleiman the Magnificent. He took the title - Sty
himself, as he considered himself the representatiye ‘;fd t’}' ey,
Byzantine Caesars. " '

There was a great deal of building activity in (
time of Suleiman and many beautiful mosques were mndc.'l'}} .’: * the
Reenaissance in Italy seems to have had its counterpart ip, g I'v;”z.—t_g-g;»
Not only in Constantinople was there artistic activity, by in‘p,:" r?'a."x;
in Khorasan in Central Asia beautiful paintings were h(:ing ’T::;\:;:H ang

In India we have seen Babar, the Moghal, come down f, .
north-west and establish a new dynasty. This was in 1526, whep, (:,:
V was Emperor in Europe and Suleiman was ruling in ('lonstzm;;.:»‘f
We shall have a great deal to say of Babar and his brilliant d(_‘SCL‘nd,gr;i)‘;,
is interesting to note here, however, that Babar was himself 2 R U’lalm
type of prince, though a better one than the European type of the pcm‘é
He was an adventurer, but a gallant knight, with a passion
and art. In the Italy of that period there were also princ
adventurers and lovers of literature and art, and their petty
superficial brilliance. The Medici family of Florence and
were famous then. But these Italian princes, and most othe
at the time, were true followers of Machiavelli, unscrupulou
and despotic, using the poison cup and the dagger of the assassin for
their opponents. It is hardly fair to compare the knightly Babar with thi
crowd, just as it would be out of place to compare their petty Court
with the Court of the Moghal emperors at Delhi or Agra—Akbar and
Shah Jahan and others. It is said that these Moghal Courts were
magnificent, and were perhaps the richest and most splendid that have
ever existed.

We have drifted, almost unawares, to India from Europe. But | wanted
you to realize what was happening in India and elsewhere during df*‘-'
days of the European Renaissance. There was artistic activity then it
Turkey and Persia and Central Asia and India. In China these wcrt‘_‘}i
peaceful and prosperous days of the Mings, when a high level Ofa@n[
production was reached. But all this art of the R enaissance period, X {c f}i
perhaps in China, was more or less courtly art. It was not an art [th\"?
people. In Italy, after the great artists, some of whose names [ an
mentioned, passed away, the later Renaissance art became trivi3
unimportant.

So Europe in the sixteenth century was divided up betwee?
and Protestant princes. Princes counted then, not their Pe0
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ustria, France, and Spain were Cathy olic: Ca .
palf Protestant; England Protestant sim llc’ Germany half Catholic and
d i because Engl stimply because her King chose to be
0. And because Eng and was Protestant. thi se to be
lwland,wlmm England tried to conquer ar. s was enough reason for
oo o quer and oppress, to remain Catholi
But it is not quite correct to say that the relig; . ic.
did : 1¢ religion of the people did not
matter. It did matter in the end, and
£it Teis d; » and many a war and revolution took
lace because of it. It is difficult to separate "

. d the e . ' separate the religious aspect from the
Po]mcal and the economic. [ think I have told vou already tl
Protestant revolt against Rome took pl o b o the

ding class was becomi place especially where the new
trading ¢ nb t-“.M: ; ing strong. We can thus see that there was a

(- i y . ;

COH.HCC?(;‘ -y nre tlg,lon a.nd trade. Again, many of the princes were
afri{ld otfthere 'lgllouli re (-)r.matlon bc.causc they thought that under cover
of it there might be civil revolution and their authority might be
overthrown. If a man was pr.cparcd to challenge the religious authority
of th(f Pope, w.hy, thcn-hc might also challenge the political authority of
the king or pnrfcc.:.Tln-s was dangerous doctrine for the kings. They still
clung to the divine right of their kind to rule. Even the Protestant
princes were not prepared to give this up.

And yet, in spite of the Reformation, kings were all-powerful in
Europe. At no previous period were they so autocratic. Previously the
great feudal nobles checked them, and often challenged their authority.
The merchants and bourgeoisie did not like these nobles; neither did the
king. So with the help of the merchant class, as well as the peasantry, the
king crushed the nobles, and became all-powerful. The bourgeoisie,
although they had grown in power and importance, were not strong
enough yet to check the king. But soon the middle classes E-)egan to
object to many things that the king did. In partia_llar, tbC.Y ObJCCted. to
repeated and heavy taxation, and to interference 1 rel?glo.n.Th_c king
did not like this at all. He was annoyed at their presumption 7 objecting
to anything that he did. So he put them in gz-xol and pun1§hed them
otherwise. There was arbitrary imprisonment, just as there 1s todal){ri i
India because we refuse to submit to the British Govemment'rrhe e
also interfered with trade. All this made matters worse'and }rlesmance n
the king grew This fight of the bourgeoise for power a2 £ i

. : till recent umes, and many a
of the kings lasted many hundred YEars: B Fo b oy of Kings was
king’s head had to fall before the idea of the divin® I8

ﬁnally buried, and kings were put in their proper placelsi. 1\3 iﬁ??ocr?;x:;li‘
the victory was won early, in others later.We shall follo

the fight in subsequent letters.
But in the sixteenth century t

he king was boss Jlmost everywhere in
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Europe—almost, but not quite. You wi]] TeMembyey
at i

the poor peasants of the mountains had dareq to def Wi

monarch and had won their freedom. sq in (;ly the treat ”‘:erland

absolutlsn‘l and autocracy, the little Peasant repybj;. lt‘f E TOpeay Iiﬂ;urg

out as an island where kings had no place 0 Smtzc,hnd € of

: ' 5

Soon matters came to a head ip another place—yg, togg

and the fight for popular and religious liberty yyq for ; “therlang,

It 1s a little country, but it was a great fight against th 18ht oy , W\

St the

Europe then—Spain. Thus the Netherlands gave 3 ]cadgtreaEtest pOWcrO :;
s 0

came a struggle for.popular freedom in England which ropﬂ‘.T en
head and gave the victory to the Parliament of the d; T}co

and ﬁﬂ@hw lead in these struggles of th); M%d;
autocracy. And because the bourgeoisic won in these coum%inn
to take advantage of the new conditions and forge a“cs’d‘F Was able
c9untries. Both built powerful navies later; both deve]ogﬁ“‘mher
distant countries; and both laid the foundations of empire intx‘%c With

We have not said much about England so far in these letterm’l.‘
was little to say, as England was not a Very important country ip Eu here
But a change takes place now and, as we shall see, England rapidly ﬂl;(;pe.
ahead. We have referred to the Magna Carta and the early beginningsgzsf
Parliament, and to the peasant troubles and civil wars between different
dynasties. During these wars murder and assassination by the kings were
common enough. Large numbers of the feudal nobles died in the battles,
and thus their class lost its strength. A new dynasty—the Tudors—came
to the throne, and they played the autocrat well enough. Henry VIl was
a Tudor. So was his daughter, Elizabeth.

After the Emperor Charles V, the Empire split up. Spain and the
Netherlands went to his son Philip II. Spain at the time towered over
Europe as the most powerful monarchy. You will remem_ber that it
possessed Peru and Mexico, and gold poured from the Americas. But, 12
spite of Columbus and Cortés and Pizarro, Spain could not takf.: adVﬂfﬁir
of the new conditions. It was not interested in trade. All that 1t care

was religion of the most bigoted and cruel kind. All over the lcn‘;]‘]”:ttgi
the Inquisition flourished and the most horrible tortures Were il
on so-called heretics. From time to time great public fesz::bumf
arranged when batches of these “heretics”, men .and womeﬂ;ﬂ""ﬁlm_lly .
alive on huge pyres in the presence of the king fmd rO)(’)f faith, these
ambassadors and thousands of people. Autos-da-fé, acﬁsthis seems.

public burnings were called. Terrible and monstrous 2 ible

2 nd hort
whole history of Europe of this period is so full of violence
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and barbarous cruelty ax?d re!igiOUS bigotry as to be almost unbelievable
~ The Emper‘Of Spain did not Jast long. The gallant fight of littlc:
Ho]land shook it uP thoroughly. A little later, in 1588, an attempt to
conquer Englanq failed miserably, and the “Invincible Armada” which
carried the Spanish troops never even reached England. It was wrecked
on the high seas.Th_1s Is not surprising, as the man in command of the
Armada knew nothing about ships or the sea. Indeed, he went to King
philip 1T and ‘fhumbly requested His Majesty to relieve him from the
post, for, he said, he kpc_aw nothing of sea strategy and, moreover, was a
bad sailor. But the King answered that the fleet would be led by the
Lord Himself!”

So gradually the Empire of Spain faded away. In the days of Charles
V it was said that the sun never set on his empire, a saying which is often

B

repeated about another proud and overbearing empire today.

8 6

THE NETHERLANDS FIGHT FOR
FREEDOM

August 27, 1932

told you in my last letter how kings became supreme, almost all over
IEurope, in the sixteenth century. In England there were the Tudors, in
Spain and Austria the Hapsburgs. In Russia and in great parts of Germany
and Italy there were autocratic monarchs. France was perhaps ty_pical of
this kind of king ruling through a personal monarchy, the Whole kingdom
being considered almost the personal property of the k{ng.A very able
minister, the Cardinal Richelieu, helped in strengthening France a_nd
her monarchy. France has always thought that her strength and secunFy
lay in the weakness of Germany. S0 Richelieu, who was a great Catholic
priest, and who crushed Protestants mercilessly in France, actually
encouragedv Protestants in Germany. This was intended to encoura}%e
mutual conflict and disorder in Germany, and thus to we:ak.en her.fThls
policy met with great success. There was, as We shall see, civil war of the

, . : her.
worst kind in Germany, which Eifges C;e middle of the seventeenth

In France also there was civil war in t ; :
century—the war of the Fronde it is called. But the King crushed bot
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