Chapter 11
THE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE

ye modern as opposed to the medieval out]
Twith the movement called the Renaissanc(e).0 i;bcﬁg:;: ig nl]t;ly
» a

few individuals, notably Petrarch, had this ou :
the fifteenth century 1t spread to the great ma,-orﬂg’f‘;% bc'::i during

..« both lay and clerical. In some re : Ctletyated
[talians, : . spects, Italians of the
Renaissance‘“w‘th the exception of Leonardo and a few others—
had mot the respect f.or science which has characterized most
jmportant innovators since the seventeenth century; with this lack
is associated their very partial emancipation from superstition

ally in the form of astrology. Many of them had stil the
reverence for authority that medieval philosophers had had, but
they substituted the authority of the ancients for that of the
Church. This was, of course, a step towards emancipation, since
the ancients disagreed with each other, and individual judgment
was required to decide which of them to follow. But very few
italians of the fifteenth century would have dared to hold an
opinion for which no authority could be found either in antiquity
or in the teaching of the Church.

To understand the Renaissance, it is necessary first to review
briefly the political condition of Italy. After the death of Frederick
I in 1250, Italy was, in the main, free from foreign interference
util the French king Charles VIII invaded the country 1494-
There were in Italy five important States: Milan, Venice, Florence,
the Papal Domain, and Naples; in addition to these there were a
mumber of small principalities, which varied in their alliance with
or subjection to some one of the larger States. Until 1378, Genoa
fivalled Venice in commerce and naval power, but after that year

Genoa became subject to Milanese suzerainty-
Milan, which lecll the resistance to feudalism in the twelfth and

ed th the Hohenstaufen,
thirteenth centuries, fell, after the final defeat of the hose power

Wnder the dominion of the Visconti, an able famyirlgarvs‘: from 1277

Was plutocratic, not feudal. They ruled for 1702

a 1447; then, after three years o¥ restored rcpubll.c;n government,
A 1w family, that of the Sforza, conneg:ted wnlt)
F:g:llred the government, and took the nth:l %z e
g 1494 to 1535, Milan was a battle-groun et
the Spaniards; the Sforza allied themselves §
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e. sometimes with the other. During thjg

one sid _ ‘the c . Perig
:mes in exile, sometimes 1n nominal contro|. th
;(;ilrr;txl;nvas annexed by the Emperor Charles vy Finauy.rny Iw%

The Republic of Venice stands somewhat outsig, Ital &,
cially in the earlier centuries of its greatness, |y |- ;" iy,
conquered by the barbanar_llqi;i antc:a ::lt't!im regarded jygqq :sver%
to the Eastern empf:rors- S 1 lt_)n. Ccombineq Wity '"bleq
that its trade was with the East, gave it an independep, tthe hig
which still persisted down to the time of the Coung % Romg
(1545), of which the Venetian Paolo Sarpi wrote 3 vy, . Trn
history. We have seen how, at the time of the fOurr){ha'(‘:ti‘Papq
Venice insistt?d upo; thc;li é:tc:nquest ofl Constantinoplc, Tl:;':‘de.
proved Venetian tra Q.. W » converse y: SUﬁemd b th
conquestedof (Egn;:::lmop]el int;‘iS%{- FO{' varifous réso:sTgk,ﬁ:
connected Wi supply, the Venetians found it pe
during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, to acquiren:;cfn"::i ,
able territory on the mainland of Italy; this roused enmitie a;;
led finally, in 1509, to the formation of the League of Camb;ai A
combination of powerful States by which Venice was defcated,'h
might have been possible to recover from this misfortune, but ny
from Vasco da Gama's discovery of the Cape route to India (14974
This, added to the power of the Turks, ruined Venice, which, how-
ever, lingered on until deprived of independence by Napoleon.
The constitution of Venice, which had originally been democratic
became_ graduallx less so, and was, after 1297, a close oligarchy.
The basis of political power was the Great Council, membership of
which, after that date, was hereditary, and was confined 1 the
ngcii::r]llg “f:;m}lest. (l;_x;:cutl:livecpowecr belo_r;gt_?rc}] tthhe ci?\‘;n:;lrconi;‘e&
€lected by the Great Council. The Doge. ;
head of the State, was elected for life; his nominal powers _“"“V‘;?
restricted, but in practice his influence was usually decisive
tlfan diplomacy was considered exceedingly astute, and ‘th_ec :mk .
x \tft‘:l}etlarll1 ambassadors were remarkably penetrating. SITLLIIU Jlel
Istorians have used them as among the best sources 10
of the events with which they deal. 4 the chiel
Florence was the most civilized city in the world. a fteratl®
sm:lrce of the Renaissance. Almost all the great names i names "
::t the earlier as we}l as some of the later of the Sr‘atc are O
cer’n:crle cpnnectpq with Florence; but for the pl‘¢§°“t “: centur)’
the With politics rather than culture. In the thirtee? obles: e
rich v three conflicting classes in Florence: e "o, "I"',
Ghibelrlllgrchants, and the small men. The nobles, in the o final"
defented 1, ¢ Other two classes Guelf. The Ghibellin®s F"ury
In 1266, and during the fourteenth century
AR4
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THE ITALIAN RENAISSANGE

e small men got the better of the rich
v vever, led not to a stable democracy, bmﬁl ett)dtlgms'
of what the Grf:eks would have called , 't}'rane grad
» who ultlmately became the rulers ny. The Mcdjci

x y ‘
:;gcal bosses on the democratic side, ccsi(:fmF?:ienﬁe. began a5
1464), the first of the family to achieve clear preemi edici (138¢-

o official position; his power depended upon skill irlx1 erl;g;’i;ﬁ{:\t}ilzd
, , g

well as themselves, and under them the city prospered,

~ wlorenzo’s son Pietro lacked his father’s merits, and was expelled
in 1494. Then followed the four years of Savonarola’s influence
when a kind of Puritan revival turned men against gaiety and
lwary, away from free-thought and towards the piety supposed
to have characterized a simpler age. In the end, however, mainly
for political reasons, Savonarola’s enemies triumphed, he was
executed and his body was burnt (1498). The Republic, democratic
. in intention but plutocratic in fact, survived till 1512, when the
. Medici were restored. A son of Lorenzo, who had become a cardinal
at the age of fourteen, was elected Pope in 1513, and took the title
of Leo X. The Medici family, under the title of Grand Dukes of
Beany, governed Florence until 1737; but Florence meanwhile,
k8 the rest of Italy, had become poor and unimportant.

The temporal power of the Pope, which owned its origin to
Pepin and the forged Donation of Constantine, increased greatly
Quring the Renaissance; but the methods employed by the P‘.’Eﬁ_
tOthis end robbed the papacy of spintual authorlty. The concl

y O - uncil
Movement, which came to grief in the conflict between ;h:h Eomost

Basel and Pope Eugenius IV (1431-47), represente
SMest clements in the Church; what was perhaps o e ?lc;):
. t, it represented ecclesiastical opiniont IHOY;g do(in a lesser
|33 Victory of the popes was the victory of Italy, he fifteenth

- ! e e o I foft :
of Spain. Italian civilization, in the latte:nhilountri&‘, Whllad:
re, bu

)
%’7,‘ i was totally unlike that of northe

ed medieval. ’)l,'he [talians were in earnest ;sb%‘;t;léllgiasﬁcs.
dout morals and religion; even in the TRC. & v (1447-
t latinity would cover a multitude of sins. Tholars Whose
gihe first humanist Pope, gave papal otﬁceS_(;Or:_ . LorenzO
Vall, 5 D€ respected, regardless of other con;li et_h .

** an Epicurean, and the man who prov
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. 1o be a forgery, who ridiculed the 1
Constar 5 t Augustne of eresy, Was made qpoc.t the Vg
l continued until the saCl_( of Rome in 1527. Vo Orthy,
do;:,?:cou ragement of humanism, though it sho th
from our point of view, be reckoneq , ¢ Camey

v m' ht, % .
Einvhv'aﬂiﬁ policy and immoral life of some of & by

defended from any point of view except that gf n.i0 o
ggltltlizs Alexander VI (1492-1503) devoted his life asn;é‘ed Powe,
aggrandizement of himself and his family. He haq twOpe 0 the
Duke of Gandia and Caesar Borgia, of whom he greatly Sots, ¢,
the former. The duke, however, was murdereq, Probably bymed
brother; the Pope’s dynastic ambitions therefore haq to be b
centrated on Caesar. Together they conquered the Roma s
Ancona, which were intended to form a principality fo Caesar.
but when the Pope died Caesar was very ill, and therefors could
not act promptly. Their conquests consequently reverteq t0 the
patrimony of St Peter. The wickedness of these two men g
became legendary, and it is difficult to disentangle truth from fajg,
hood as regards the innumerable murders of which they are accused,
There can be no doubt, however, that they carried the arts of
perfidy further than they had ever been carried before. Julius I
(1503-13), who succeeded Alexander VI, was not remarkable for
Piety, but gave less occasion for scandal than his predecessor. He
continued the process of enlarging the papal domain; as a soldier
he had ment, but not as the Head of the Christian Church. The
f;eformanon, which began under his successor Leo X (1513-21), WaS
the natural outcome of the pagan policy of the Renaissance pops:

The southern extremity of Italy was occupied by the Kingdom
of Naples, with which at wd . . P ited. Naples and
Sicily had beep e most times, Slcﬂy was united. pert

€ especial personal kingdom of the

F . ~
rggz?ncﬁe;gnhe had introduced an absolute monarchy o0 n:
Power to o fmodel, enlightened but despotic, and allowmgan i

Sicil eudal nobility. After his death in 1250, Na_plﬁ,
the }i’mv;f:cggﬁe hﬁs Natura] son Manfr:;l, :Vho, hoWgV‘:r  inbert)
French ip 1266 >stlity of the Church, and was oust

i . = French lar, an w
Cred in the e made themselves unpopu 4o
belongeq ¢, p;lt] ¢ Sicilian Vespers’ (1282), after wpl:)ich the king? plf
X o T OF Aragon and his heirs, After variousdczﬁuy.
diStinw?re Teuniteq i: temporary separation of Naples “fmous 2

Kings - Shed 1443 under the Magnani"c ,o
a;"g'f trieq topgtm“ of letters, Fe Alphonso ards, thre Fm;ﬂs
Quireq b Ohquer Na rom 14945 onw ki-ngdom ¥l

Y Ferdip Ples, but in the end the s
M of Aragon (1502). Charles VIl -
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THE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE

:¢ [ kin of France, all had claj
and Fﬁ“nisnd Naglses; all invaded ltalycﬁtrﬁstg:gt Very good in law
on M‘m gltimately defeated by the Spaniards. ngr:iry
he Counter-Reformation put an end to the ltalia;t;ry of Spain
Clement VII being an obstacle to the Counter-R enaissance,
Pog’c 23 a Medici, a friend of France, Charles V, in Ie§0rmanon.
5 Mo by Iy Pocant sy
pecame religious, and the Italian Renaissance was at an'ende
pOThC game of power politics in Italy was unbelievably complex.
' inces, mostly self-mad ; Rk,
The minor prnces, y e tyrants, allied themselves now
«ith one of the larger States, now with another; if they played the
qame unwisely, they were exterminated. There were constant wars,
but until the coming of the French in 1494 they were almost blood-
Jess: the soldiers were mercenaries, who were anxious to minimize
their vocational risks. These purely Italian wars did not interfere
much with trade, or prevent the country from increasing in wealth.
There was much statecraft, but no wise statesmanship; when the
French came, the country found itself practically defenceless.
French troops shocked the Italians by actually killing people in
battle. The wars between French and Spaniards which ensued were
serious wars, bringing suffering and impoverishment. But the Italian
States went on intriguing against each other, invoking the aid of
France of Spain in their internal quarrels, without any feeling for
national unity. In the end, all were ruined. It must be said that Italy
would inevitably have lost its importance, owing to the discovery
of America and the Cape route to the East; but the collapse could
have been less catastrophic, and less destructive of the quality of

Italian civilization.

success, but

The Renaissance was not a period of great achicvement.in_phi}o-
sential preliminanes

sophy, but it did certain things which were €S .
}t)o the greatness of the seventeenth century. In the first place, 1t
broke down the rigid scholastic system, which had become an
:intellectual strait jacket. It revived the study of Plato, and the{el;?ir
fmanded at least so much independent thought as was requir .
P(:cr) choosing between him and Aristotle. In regard tgh bo;g;scls
of ]I\? oted a genuine and first-hand knowledge, free f}’om rt:ngt )
it ¢ eoplatonists and Arabic commentators. More ImPSZe o o)
eli nhCOuraged the habit of regarding intellectual ?Cm:jzm oo
the gPr:afsl;l social adventure, not a cloisterg meditation

Ivation of a predetermined orthodoxy- o
by c:nmbsﬁtution of Plato for the scholastic Anstotlehv:aémo :
: ‘“‘atact with Byzantine scholarship. Already 2 t “nd Weste m
Churcy, (1438), which nominally reunited the E"“c-rf,'ﬁ ot
| e, there was a debate in which the ByzA"™ tained
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WESTERN PHILOSOPHICAL THoyg,
T

the superiority of Plato to Aristotle. Gemistus Pletho
Greek Platonist of doubtful orthodoxy, did much éom iy
Platonism in Italy; so did B&sgrion. a Greek who became PPomygy
Cosimo and Lorenzo dei Medici were both addicteq t, plata. i

founded and Lorenzo continued the Florentine Aca demo' .

was largely devoted to the study of Plato. Cosimo djeq hs)t’ Whigy
one of Plato’s dialogues. The humanists of the time, hovae'“"g to
too busy acquiring knowledge of antiquity to be abje err'wtre
anything original in philosophy. Prodycy

The Renaissance was not a popular movement; it wys z
ment of a small number of scholars and artists, encourag:;l
liberal patrons, especially the Medici and the humanist Popes. B
for these patrons, it might have had very much less success, pety ry
and Boccaccio, in the fourteenth century, belong mentally to
Renaissance, but owing to the different political conditions of the;
time their immediate influence was less than that of the fifteens,
century humanists.

The attitude of Renaissance scholars to the Church is difficyl
to characterize simply. Some were avowed free-thinkers, though
even these usually received extreme unction, making peace with
the Church when they felt death approaching. Most of them were
impressed by the wickedness of contemporary popes, but were
nevertheless glad to be employed by them. Guicciardini the his
torian wrote in 1529:

‘No man is more disgusted than I am with the ambition, the
avarice, and the profligacy of the priests, not only because each
of these vices is hateful in itself, but because each and all of tie®
are most unbecoming in those who declare themselves to be D€
in special relations with God, and also because they are vices ¥
opposed to one another, that they can only co-exist in very SII,
natures. Nevertheless, my position at the Court of several popes
forced me to desire their greatness, for the sake of my own mt;l o 25
But, had it not been for this, I should have loved Martin LUt .
myself, not in order to free myself from the laws whi put 2
tianity, as generally understood and explained, lays upon * rops
order to see this swarm of scoundrels put back into thef I:: o O
place, so that they may be forced to live either without v
W1th(?ut power.” » o

This is delightfully frank, and shows clearly why th ltl]:lcm sa¥
could ot inaugurate a reformation, Moreover, most of U 43
no half-way house between orthodoxy and frc&thought'mey £
position as Luther's was impossible for them, because theoloﬂ '
lo:lger had the medieval feeling for the subtleties © i

Quoted from Burckhardt, Renaissance in Italy, part iv» %
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THE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE

ccio, after describing the wickedn
15, S3YS* ‘The best punishment for

fn jish purgatory; they would then r
a uld be forced to go back to their sp
10 him, 25 1O Luther, to deny purgatory
catholic Bt ome depended l

e wea ¢pc€nded only in sm
m\-frehnues obtained from the papal dom?nions; i: llthlemr:;ai‘Lxlnpoiltl \:rh .
, tribute, drawn from the whole Catholic world, by means ofa:
theological system which maintained

. that the popes held th
of heaven. An Italian who effectively questioned this Systemiitlizs

the impoverishment of Italy, and the loss of the position in the
Western world. Consequently Italian unorthodoxy, in the Renais-
sance, was purely intellectual, and did not lead to schism, or to
any attempt to create a popular movement away from the Church.
The only exception, and that a very partial one, was Savonarola,
who belonged mentally to the Middle Ages.

Most of the humanists retained such superstitious beliefs as had
found support in antiquity. Magic and witchcraft might be wicked,
but were not thought impossible. Innocent VIIL in 1484, issued a
bull against witchcraft, which led to an appalling persecution of
witches in Germany and elsewhere. Astrology was prized especially
by freethinkers; it acquired a vogue which it had not had since
ancient times. The first effect of emancipation from the Church
was not to make men think rationally, but to open their minds to
every sort of antique nonsense. )

Mr}(;rally, the ﬁr;lt effect of emancipation was equally dnszzni.g;)ug{E
The old moral rules ceased to be respected; most gfrgtl:i;:d it by
States had acquired their position by t‘rea_chery, 2t at the corona-
Tuthless cruelty. When cardinals were invited to dine at &

; . e and their own Cup-
ton of a pope, they brought their own WIn€ <, any Italian of
rer, for fear of poison.® Except Savonaml_a’ ha{‘hz evils of papal
the period risked anything for a public object. bout them. The
SOmJPtion were obvious, but nothing v\;as done 2
&sirability of Italian unity was evident
Capable o)tf combination. 1:'1)!hf: danger of JI-Orelgjnto ;nvoke the aid
"Mminent, yet every Italian ruler was prepar’ ute with any other
®fany foreign power, even the Turk, in any d;cscl:)e
talian ruler, | cannot think of any crime f the Renaissance WeLe
gota rflCiem manuscripts, of which the me? 2 t merits.
Tequently guilty. . had grea
Utside thg s%)hetr)c: of morals, the Repals;:n::mai ned renown ;
JTI chitectyre, painting, and poetry, it it part vi, chap- 1
- big, s Burckhardt: %
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the_m would be for God to
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ades:" But it doeg not occur
» While Tetaining most of the
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t men, such as Leonardo, M;

It P'°d“m§ vﬁn{iﬁted educated men from the Chelangyy, -
Macpl‘ar;fld culture, and, even while still a slave to the y, o™ o
met?ltlity, it made scholars aware that a variety of 0pini?:slp of
;l;;l held by reputable authorities on almost every sub] &thg
reviving the knowledge of the Greek world, it created ,

atmosphere in which it was again possible to rival Hellenic achieys,
ments, and in which individual genius could flourish with 2 freagyy,
unknown since the time of Alexander. The political conditiop
of the Renaissance favoured individual development, but wer
unstable; the instability and the individualism were closely con
nected, as in ancient Greece. A stable social system is necessary,
but every stable system hitherto devised has hampered the develop
ment of exceptional artistic or intellectual merit. How much
murder and anarchy are we prepared to endure for the sake of
great achievements such as those of the Renaissance? In the past

a great deal; in our own time, much less. No solution of th
Problem has hitherto

M has been found, although increase of
Organization is making it continually more important.
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Chapter I11
MACHIAVELL]

Renaissance, though it produced no im ,
Hﬁﬂosopher, produced one man of Supzongan:mﬂ;neorencgl
political philosophy : Niccold Machiavelli, It i the cuestonf'e -
shocked by him, and he certainly is sometimes shockin gy
:any other men would be equally so if they were equally freeg h-gut
yumbug. His political. philosophy is scientific and empirical bas:l
his own experience of affairs, concerned to set forth th
peans to assigned ends, regardless of the question whether the end:
are to be considered good or bad. When, on occasion, he allows
himself to mention the ends that he desires, they are such as we can
all applaud. Much of the conventional obloquy that attaches to hjs
name is due to the indignation of hypocrites who hate the frank
aowal of evil-doing. There remains, it is true, a good deal that
| genuinely demands criticism, but in this he is an expression of his
age. Such intellectual honesty about political dishonesty would have
been hardly possible at any other time or in any other country,
except perhaps in Greece among men who owed their theoretical
education to the sophists and their practical training to the wars of
petty states which, in classical Greece as in Renaissance Italy, were
the P01l.tical accompaniment of individual genius.
Machiavelli (1467-1527) was a Florentine, whose father, a lawyer,
. Y& neither rich nor poor. When he was in his twenties, Savonarola
*'“mﬂted Florence; his miserable end evidently made a great
. on Machiavelli, for he remarks that ‘all arm_ed prophets
:e conquered and unarmed ones failed’, proceeding tng‘;:
| menOtll}arola as an instance of the latter class. On the Oth_‘;lﬂ fe he
| Renaiss];s Moses, Cyrus, Theseus, and Romulus. It is typical O
iy Nce that Christ is not mentionedfiii s = btained
iy ediately after Savonarola’s execution, Machiavelli o *d in
it Ser.ﬁ Post in the Florentine government (I_498): ﬂe “"muan‘?,, the
raﬁce, at times on important diplomatic mISaSlm‘;s's o
lhem'hon of the Medici in 1512; then, having Ways- e

in retirc-
- Ty ine Was arrested, but acquitted, and allowed t0 live for want

of o g country near Florence. He became an auth;:ince, was

| "rittcner- ocCupation. His most famous work, The nd, since he

W gy 2Nd dedicated to Lorenzo the 5 he Medici. It
» as it proved) to win-the
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.. oerhaps partly due to this practical pupp,,.
:‘v’f,'fk lsth‘::eDisgourses, which he was writing at the “mllh long
mark;dly more republican ar}d more liberal. He says ap tlme,h
ning of The Prince that he will not speak of republicg i, thhbe”“‘
D ‘he has dealt with them elsewhere. Those who g, b

also the Discourses are likely to get a very one-sideq Vicwn,,,"; Y
trine. it

do;Z_l aving failed to conciliate the Medicl, Machiavellf wag ¢,

to go on writing. He lived in retirement until the year of dP;lled

which was that of the sack of Rome by the troops of p, th,

This year may be reckoned also that in which the [taliap f{]:nsai\i

sance died. )

The Prince is concerned to discover, from history and from (,,
temporary events, how principalities are won, how they are held,
and how they are lost. Fifteenth-century Italy afforded a multjtyg,
of examples, both great and small. Few rulers were legitimat.
even the popes, in many cases, secured election by corrupt means,
The rules for achieving success were not quite the same as they
became when times grew more settled, for no one was shocked by
cruelties and treacheries which would have disqualified a man in
the eighteenth or the nineteenth century. Perhaps our age, aga,
can better appreciate Machiavelli, for some of the most notable
successes of our time have been achieved by methods as base a
any employed in Renaissance Italy. He would have applauded, asan
artistic connoisseur in statecraft, Hitler's Reichstag fire, his purge
of the party in 1934, and his breach of faith after Munich.

Caesar Borgia, son of Alexander VI, comes in for high praist. His
problem was a difficult one: first, by the death of his brother, t°'
become the sole beneficiary of his father’s dynastic ambition;
second, to conquer by force of arms, in the name of th Pqp'::
territories which should, after Alexander’s death, belong © t}’me
self and not to the Papal States; third, to manipulate the Col cg
of Cardinals so that the next Pope should be his friend. He Plfm:,'“i
this difficult end with great skill; from his practice, M?d,“at‘;ue’
says, a new prince should derive precepts. Caesar failed, I i
but only by the extraordinary malignity of fortune'. It hagpc the
tpat, when his father died, he also was dangerOUSW k yd his
time he recovered, his enemies had organized their forces'his elec:
bitterest opponent had been elected Pope. On the day of i

» Caesar told Machiavelli that he had provided for i he

‘ th
€xcept that he had never thought that at his father’s dea

wc;;ldhbe dying himself, vill
achiavelli, who was intimatel i ith his

who wa y acquainted W1 Ca
sums up thus: Reviewing thus all the gctions of the duk® [
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MACHIAVELL]

thing to blame, on the contrary,

Iﬂﬂd ?: holg him as an example to b?:’ irlnit;etle:o I;md- as | have
don:-n ¢ and with the arms of others have risen to po)"wall, who by
for® ere is an interesting chapter ‘Of Ecclesiastical Pr?::é‘ lit

pich, in view of what is said in the Discourses, evident] Ipalities’,
Ll of Machiavelli’s Fhought. The reason for concealr):lec:nccals
ubt, that The Prince was designed to please the Medicti Waii
(hat, when it was written, a Medici had just become Pope (Le'oaQ)
In regard to ecqlesmsucal _pnncxpahtles, he says in The Prince, thé
only difficulty is to acquire them, for, when acquired, they are
gefended by ancient religious customs, which keep their princes
ip power no matter how they behave. Their princes do not need
armies (so he says), because ‘they are upheld by higher causes which
‘he human mind cannot attain to’. They are ‘exalted and main-
wined by God’, and ‘it would be the work of a presumptuous and
foolish man to discuss them’. Nevertheless, he continues, it is per-
missible to inquire by what means Alexander VI so greatly increased
the temporal power of the Pope.

The discussion of the papal powers in the Discourses is longer
and more sincere. Here he begins by placing eminent men in an
ethical hierarchy. The best, he says, are the founders of religions;
then come the founders of monarchies or republics; then literary
| men. These are good, but destroyers of religions, subverters of
. republics or kingdoms, and enemies of virtue or of letters, are bad.

~ Those who establish tyrannies are wicked, including Julius Caesar;
the other hand, Brutus was good. (The contrast between this
“Miew and Dante’s shows the effect of classical literature.) He holds
! that religion should have a prominent place in the State, not on the
® ground of its truth, but as a social cement: the Romans were right
@ pretend to believe in auguries, and to punish those who dlS-
* Tegarded them. His criticisms of the Church in his dqy are two:
that by its evil conduct it has undermined religious belief, and that
the temporal power of the popes, with the policy that 1t msP“_?';;
Prevents the unification of Italy. These criticisms are expressed Wi

§reat vigour. ‘The nearer people are to the Church of Romé, Whl_ig;

the head igi igi re they. ..

: of our religion, the less religious are |

Min anq chastisement is near at hand. . . - We Italians qweﬁo.;:z
Jrch of Rome and to her priests our having become Irreué

o2 bad; but we owe her a still greater debt. and one that will be

ke: Cause of our ruin, namely that the Church has kept and

Ps our country divided.” |
g vided. . .
adnrlli VIew of such passages, it must be supposed that I\flfacrhlls;feg:r_
i l'atlon Qf Caesar Borgia was only for his Sklu: not (o]

1 Thus remained true until 1870-
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¢ skill, and of the actions that leaq

\duu: 4::::‘“‘:‘, of the Renaissance. This kind 0;‘}::;}‘8, Wag
very great :lwa\'s existed; many of Napoleon’s enemies ¢y, t!lxng’has'
ol muu;-.“m‘ him as a military strategist. But in the | tlallSl :
cally & ‘;\m \ time the quash-artistic admiration of dexterity
Ma hia wer than in earlier or later centuries. It would e
mistake to reconcile it with the larger political ajmg Whi c;
Machiavelli considered important; the two things, love of skj)) ang
wriotic desire for ltalian unity, C)flSted side by side in hig Ming,
and were not in any degree synthesized. Thus he can praise esur
Borgia for his cleverness, and blame him for keeping Italy disrupteq
The perfect character, one must suppose, would be., in his Opinion,
a man as clever and unscrupulous as Caesar Borgia where meapg
are concerned. but aiming at a different end. The Prince ends wit
an eloquent appeal to the Medici to liberate Italy from the ‘bar.
harians' (i.e. the French and Spaniards), whose domination ‘stinks’,
He would not expect such a work to be undertaken from unselfish

motives, but from love of power, and still more of fame,

The Prince is very explicit in repudiating received morality where
the conduct of rulers is concerned. A ruler will perish if he is
always good; he must be as cunning as a fox and as fierce as a lion.
There is a chapter (XVIII) entitled: ‘In What Way Princes Must
Keep Faith.'" We learn that they should keep faith when it pays to
do so, but not otherwise. A prince must on occasion be faithless.

‘But it is necessary to be able to disguise this character well, and
to be a great feigner and dissembler; and men are so simple and
so ready to obey present necessities, that one who deceives will
always find those who allow themselves to be deceived. I will men-
g:“‘ml)’ one modern instance. Alexander VI did nothing else put
for‘eilt\:emr)n;:nh:v thought of nothing elsfe, and found the occasion

; as ever more able to give assurances, or a
things with stronger oaths, and no man observed them less; ho#*
ever, he always succeeded in his deceptions, as he knew well !
aspect of things. It is not necessary therefore for a prince t0 have
all the above-named qualiti i 4 but it 15
very n " % see?nuato :S [tht; cor}ventlonal virtues],

He goes on to say that, a?:: . . d seem t0 be
religious, ve all, a prince should se

MT:‘J’W““‘; of the Discourses, which are nominally a commen‘;g
almost as ifvte}? different. There are whole chapters which $ the
book could h ¢y had been written by Montesquieu; most of

. ave been read with approval by an eighteenth'cef_“-

liberal, The doctri ity
°% Nobles, and people shoul all faﬁesalz:; in the Const™
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MACHIAVELLI

.+.n these three powers will keep each : .
gon: th ';Ee constitution of Sparta, as els)tablish(e):lhlt;r IEClprocally ”
chcclt:c'st pecause it embodied the most perfect l))’alaync(:ggg; was

" was too democratic, and therefore led to the eyt t 0;
Sole% ratus. The Roman republican constitution was good, y O
Pﬂ:;ne conflict of Senate and people. oo

“rme word ‘liberty’ is used throughout as denoting something
| ious, though what it denotes is not very clear. This, of course
| tomes from antiquity, and was passed on to the eighteenth and

ineteenth centuries. Tuscany has preserved its liberties, because
it contains NO castles or gentlemen. (‘Gentlemen’ is of course a
mistranslation, but a .pleasmg one.) It seems to be recognized that
litical liberty requires a certain kind of personal virtue in the
dtizens. In Germany alone, we are told, probity and religion are
still common, and therefore in Germany there are many republics.
In general, the people are wiser and more constant than princes,
athough Livy and most other writers maintain the opposite. It is
not without good reason that it is said, ‘the voice of the people is
the voice of God'.

It is interesting to observe how the political thought of the
Greeks and Romans, in their republican days, acquired an actuality
in the fifteenth century which it had not had in Greece since
Alexander or in Rome since Augustus. The Neoplatonists, the Arabs,
and the Schoolmen took a passionate interest in the metaphysics of
Plato and Aristotle, but none at all in their political writings,
. because the political systems of the age of City States had com-
etely disappeared. The growth of City States in Italy synchronized
ith the revival of learning, and made it possible for humanists to
oft by the political theories of republican Greeks and Romans
he love of ‘liberty’, and the theory of checks and balances, came
10 the Renaissance from antiquity, and to modern times :
‘m the Renaissance, though also directly from antiquity. This
Spect of Machiavelli is at least as important as the more famous

| l:n oral' doctrines of The Prince. tical
15 to be noted that Machiavelli never bases any Po

:rgcltl)gl: nt on Christian or biblical grounds. Medie;atl £ 't;f;s Pl:’;:
eption of ‘legitimate’ ich was that >
and thy of ‘legitimate’ power, whic hern writers,

€ Em i rt
te peror, or derived from them. No the Garden of Eden,

g 1 ocke, argue as to what happened in Qi £
- _d think that they can thence derive proofs that certain kinds ©

legiti g tion.

:: ‘;sref legitimate’. In Machiavelli there 1S no sui;h aCOf!;::Pwm_
ition, Hor those who have the skill to selz¢ it ot v
hat popular

'Is preference for popular government nt
idea of ‘rights’, but from the observatio
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governments re less cruel, unscrupulous, anq j, Conggy
tylfer:n:;s try to make 2 :synthefls (Whlc,h Machiavey; hi %
not make) of the ‘moral’ and ‘immoral Parts of hjs g ms.elfdid
what follows, | am expressing not My OWR opinions, ing
which are explicitly or implicitly his. . OPinjgy

There are certain pplmcal goods, of which three g, .
important: national mdeper.ldel_lce..secunty, and a Wellgyg
constitution. The best constitution 1s one which aPPOrtionsr
rights among prince, nobles, and people in proportion to the;, :gal
power, for under such a constitution successful revolution tl
difficult and therefore stability is possible; but for considerationsar;
stability, it would be wise to give more power to the people, Sot:I
-as regards ends.

But there is also, in politics, the question of means. It is fyg
to pursue a political purpose by methods that are bound to fij
if the end is held good, we must choose means adequate to it
achievement. The question of means can be treated in a purely
scientific manner, without regard to the goodness or badness of th
ends. ‘Success’ means the achievement of your purpose, whatevr
it may be. If there is a science of success, it can be studied just&
well in the sutcesses of the wicked as in those of the good—inde
better, since the examples of successful sinners are more numero®
than those of successful saints. But the science, once establfsm‘.i'
will be just as useful to the saint as to the sinner. For the s
he concerns himself with politics, must wish, just as the sin®
does, to achieve success.

The question is ultimate] hieve 2 P°1iﬁcql

y one of power. To achieve @7
an. power, of one kind or another, II;O necessary- This‘ plain 'fsrcrfp
fora i Dy slogans, such as ‘right will prevail' or the T

of evil is short-lived’ - SN b prevails
is because it hase(l‘; If the side that you think right Pre*™ e

] > t Powefr. ¢
depends upon opinj perior power. It is true that P9 s
opinion, a % anda; 1t 7

also, that it s arl: advan nd opinion upon propagali®™® " o

tage in propaganda to seem m,orizo is ‘0_
Virtuous, Fo. y» and that one way of seeming Vit i
£O€S 10 the sgethls reason, it may sometimes happet ﬂfal publlc
considers to he viv:t}:gh has the most of what the £

qvelli €
Was an important ele, We must concede to Machia®, o

than_ your adversary,

But \
are im ¢ Reformatigp ; i e pave %
PO:arﬁt limitationg InO&énﬁ:-}s‘te Sll:é:e 2;1‘;;:“’110 ha‘:apl"ﬁ
n'o gngo?;;olling propagandal,) cau;e their £ ‘;l gﬂnd
»*OF €Xample, could mention the $inS ©
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MACHIAVELLI

. a New York or Boston public scho
Xll :: are chaotic'periods during which obv?:;ulnk;};esec?nd place,
succecds; the period of Machiavelli was one of them 12,31:.:1(1] prin
pere tends to be a rqpldl){ growing cynicism, whi.ch makestmrrlxes’
forgive an){;hmg p_rtoy I‘éed, ltbliays- Even in such times, as Mach::
 himself says, 1t 1s desirable to present .

;ﬁ}gm the ignorant public. d an appearance of virtue
This question can be carried a step further. Machiavelli is of
opinion that civilized men are almost certain to be unscrupulous
[f 2 man wished nowadays to establish a republic, he says
he would find it easier with mountaineers than with the men of a
Jarge city, since the latter would be already corrupted.! If a man is
an unscrupulous egoist, his wisest line of conduct will depend upon
the population with which he has to operate. The Renaissance
Church shocked everybody, but it was only north of the Alps that
it shocked people enough to produce the Reformation. At the time
when Luther began his revolt, the revenue of the papacy was prob-
ably larger than it would have been if Alexander VI and Julius II
had been more virtuous, and if this is true, it is so because of the
icism of Renaissance Italy. It follows that politicians will
behave better when they depend upon 2 virtuous population than
when they depend upon one which is indifferent to moral con-
siderations; they will also behave better in a community in whigh
their crimes, if any, can be made widely known, than in one In
which there is a strict censorship under their control.. A certain
amount can, of course, always be achieved by hypocrisy, but the

amount can be much diminished by suitable institutions.
st of the ancients,

. Machiavelli's political thinking, like that of most ot
is in one respect somewhat shallow. He is occupied with great law-
givers, such as Lycurgus and Solon, who are supposed t0 create

a community all in one piece, with little regard to what has gone

before. The conception of a community as an © o e
which the statesmen can only affect to 2 limited extent, 15 1D "
Main modern, and has been greatly strengthened Dy the theﬁir);n

tvolution. This conception is not to be found 1n Machiave y

More than in Plato. ,
It might, however, be maintained that the evo

Society, though true in the past, 1 1O

or lace
the present and the future, D& TP U o ieries have beet

istic view. In Russia and Germany nevw = g was
Crea ] Lycurgus |
ted, in much the same way as the = “}}1111; aanci)e’znt Jawgiver

mm Olit .
to have created the Spartan P y 4 be amusing

! ; ; . It wou
'hdh s curious to find this anticipation of Rousseaudisappomte

hot wholly false, to interpret Machiavelli as 3
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. lawgiver i -

lent myth, the quem g1 1S a temf '

as a l;{‘:‘g; < become more like that of Machiaye)y; Egg "ealyy
The W odern man who hopes to refute his phijog, h;t Wy

nd the m i '
:hink more deeply than seemed necessary in the nineteeny, Centtz:;
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