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Relief printing 

Relief printing is a family of printing methods where a printing block, 
plate or matrix that has had ink applied to its surface, but not to any 
recessed areas, is brought into contact with paper. The areas of the 
printing plate with ink will leave ink on the paper, whereas the 
recessed areas of the printing plate will leave the paper ink-free. 
A printing press may not be needed, as the back of the paper can be 
rubbed or pressed by hand with a simple tool such as a brayer or 
roller. 



What is the relief method of 

printing? 

Relief printing, in art printmaking, a process consisting of 

cutting or etching a printing surface in such a way that all that 

remains of the original surface is the design to be printed. 

Examples of relief-printing processes include woodcut, 

anastatic printing (also called relief etching), linocut, and 

metal cut. 



What tools are traditionally 

used to do a relief print? 

The relief family of techniques includes woodcut, 

metalcut, wood engraving, relief etching, linocut, rubber 

stamp, foam printing, potato printing, and some types of 

collagraph. Traditional text printing with movable type is also a 

relief technique. 



What are the 4 types of 

printmaking? 

As Carl Zigrosser has written, "The print is created through 

contact with an inked or uninked plate, stone, block, or screen 

that has been worked on directly by the artist alone or with 

others." There are four main categories of printmaking:  

 

1. Relief 

2. Intaglio 

3. Lithography 

4. screenprinting 



What are the types of relief 

printing? 

Wood and linoleum are traditional matrices used for relief 
printing. 

 

Woodcut. Woodcut is one of the oldest and simplest forms of 
printmaking. ... 

Linocut. The linoblock consists of a layer of linoleum, usually 
mounted on a block of wood. ... 

Engraving. ... 

Drypoint. ... 

Etching. ... 

Aquatint. ... 

Spitbite Aquatint. ... 

Photogravure 



What is the most common 

type of relief print? 

woodcuts 

Those with raised printing surfaces are known as relief prints; 

woodcuts are the most common type of relief print. When 

the printing surface is below the surface of the plate, 

the print technique is classified as intaglio. There are several 

important intaglio techniques. 



How are relief printing 

techniques used in our 

everyday modern lives? 

How are relief printing techniques used in our everyday 

modern lives? ... Some examples of relief printing are 

woodcut, linocut, and metal cut. linocut, uses a sheet of 

linoleum into which a design is cut in. Metal cut on the other 

hand is when you engrave on to a piece of metal. 



Why is relief printing 

popular? 

The relief printing idea has become popular across so many 

cultures as it presented opportunity to multiply information and 

communicate within its own and others society.  

 

Explanation: The idea of printing was set in a brand or brand 

by which shepherds branded their horses or cows. 



What is the difference 

between intaglio and relief 

printing? 

Relief prints are of the raised surface design on the block, the 

rest of the surface is cut away, only the raised portion is inked. 

 

 ... Intaglio prints are a result of ink being retained by the 

gouges that are below the surface of the plate retaining the ink 

and transferring the ink to the paper. 






