
TRANSITIONAL DEVICES: WORDS & PHRASES 

 

 

Trans i t ion al  words and phrases  are a lso known as cohesive dev ises.  They s trengthen wr i t ing by  improving 

f low and c lar i fy ing  the  relat ionsh ips between id eas,  sentences ,  and paragraphs .  

TO INDICATE AGREEMENT, ADDITION, OR SIMILARITY 

addit iona l ly ,  comparat ively  in  l ike manner  of  course,  

again  corresponding ly  in  the  f irs t  place  s imi lar ly ,  

a long with  coupled with  in  the  l ight  of  then  

a lso  equa l ly  in  the  same way  to  

and  equa l ly  important  l i ke  to say  noth ing of   

as   f i r st ,  second,  th ird  l i kewise ,  together  with  

as  a  matter  of  fact ,  fur thermore  moreover  too  

as  wel l  as  ident ica l ly  not only  . . .  but a lso  un iquely  

by  the same token  in  addi t ion ,  not to ment ion  what  i s  more  

TO INDICATE AN EXAMPLE, SHOW SUPPORT, OR EMPHASIZE 

another  key  po int  important to rea l ize  namely  to c lar i fy  

as  an  i l lustrat ion  in  fact ,  notab ly  to demonstrate  

by  a l l  means  in  genera l ,  on  the  negat ive s ide  to emphas ize  

cer tain ly  in  other  words ,  on  the  posi t ive s ide  to enumerate  

express ive ly  in  par t icular  po int  often over looked  to exp la in  

f ir st  and foremost  in  th is  case  s ign if icantly   to po int  out  

f ir st  th ing to remember  inc lud ing  spec if ical ly ,   to put i t  another  way  

for  example,  indeed  such as  to put i t  d i f ferently  

for  instance,  l i ke  sure ly  to repeat  

for  one thing  markedly  surpr is ing ly  tru ly  

for  this  reason,  compel l ing ev idence  that is  to say  with attention to  

frequent ly  i t  must be remembered  to be sure  with th is  in  mind  

TO INDICATE AN EFFECT, RESULT, OR CONSEQUENCE 

according ly  consequent ly  hencefor th  thereupon  

as a  resu lt  for  this  reason  in  that case  thus  

because  for thwith  therefore  hence  

TO INDICATE CONTRADICTION, OPPOSITION, OR LIMITATION 

(and)  s t i l l   be that as  i t  may  in  contrast   on  the  other  hand  

(and)  yet   besides  in  real i ty  or  

above a l l  but  in  spi te of   otherwise  

af ter  a l l  converse ly  instead  rather  

a lbe i t  desp i te  nevertheless  regard less  

a l though  di f ferent f rom  nonethe less  then aga in  

a l though this  may be  even so  notwithstanding  un l ike  

as  much as  even though  of  course . . . ,  but  whereas  

at  the  same t ime  however  on  the  contrary  whi le  
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TO INDICATE CAUSE, CONDITION, OR PURPOSE 

as /  so  long as  in  order  to  on ly  /  even i f  to the end that  

because of  in  the  event that  owing to  un less  

due to  in  the  hope that  prov ided that  when  

for  fear  that  in  v iew of  seeing  /  be ing that  whenever  

for  the purpose of  inasmuch as  s ince  whi le  

g iven that  lest  so  as  to  with th is  in  mind  

granted ( that)  . . .  then  on  ( the)  condit ion ( that)  so  that  with th is  intention  

TO INDICATE CONCLUSION, SUMMARY, OR RESTATEMENT 

af ter  a l l  for  the most par t  in  e ither  case  on  ba lance  

al l  in  a l l  general ly  speaking  in  essence  on  the  whole  

a l l  things cons idered  g iven these  po ints  in  fact   ord inar i ly  

a l together  in  a  word  in  short  overa l l  

as  can be seen  in  any event  in  summary  to sum up  

as has been noted  in  br ie f  in  the  f inal  ana lys is  to summar ize  

as  shown above   in  conclusion  in  the  long run  usua l ly  

TO INDICATE TIME, CHRONOLOGY, OR SEQUENCE 

af ter   former ly   las t   sooner  or  la ter  

a l l  of  a  sudden  for thwith  la ter   stra ightaway  

as  long as  f rom t ime to  t ime  meanwhi le  suddenly   

as  soon as  fur ther  next   then  

at  the  present t ime  hence  now t i l l   

at  the  same t ime  hencefor th  now that  to beg in with  

at  th is  instant  immediate ly  occas iona l ly  unt i l   

before  in  a  moment   once  unt i l  now  

by the t ime  in  due t ime  presently  up to the present t ime  

dur ing  in  the  f irs t  place  pr ior  to  when  

eventual ly  in  the  meant ime  qu ick ly   whenever  

f ina l ly   in  t ime  shor t ly   whenever  

f ir st ,  second  instantly  s ince  without de lay   

TO INDICATE SPACE, LOCATION, OR PLACE 

above  be low  here and there  next  

across  beneath  in  f ront of  on  th is  s ide  

ad jacent to  beside  in  the  background  oppos i te  to  

a longside  between  in  the  center  of  over   

amid  beyond  in  the  d is tance  there  

among  down in  the  foreground  to the lef t/ r ight  

around  from  in  the  middle  under  

before  fur ther   near   where  

behind  here  nearby  wherever  

 


