Writing skills

It is difficult to teach writing in Urdu in an English-language document. Much of this must be done in the classroom. But in its simplest form, the idea is to tell a story in short declarative sentences that mirror the way we talk more than how we write. Look at these examples and see the difference, read scripts outloud to get a feeling for how the language works.

Leads

One responsibility of the producer lies in marrying the package the reporter prepares with the continuity provided by the anchor. The leads make the _____ and should have the audience to stay with the story. Writing leads is an important skill because good leads can really bring a news show to life.

These examples are taken from an actual news program. Compare the original to the improved version.

Continental strike (original)

The strike at Continental Tyre in Port Elizabeth continued today with no sign of abetting. More than 700 workers went on strike on Friday last week over a performance based system introduced by the company.

Continental package Original

(Natural sound of protests)….Continental Tyre workers remain defiant that they will not return to work until management revisits its policy on worker performance.

Continental Tyre has introduces a performance-based system by which workers who don’t perform to the set standard in a two-day period face the chop. The company has set 75 as the minimum standard and says this is quite low compared to the internationally acceptable 100. However, NUMSA is opposed to the system and says it was imposed to the workers and its ploy to get rid of workers.

New Intro

In Port Elizabeth the 700 workers who make the tires for our cars and trucks remain on strike at this hour. It is Day Four of their work stoppage. The big issue: a system to grade the performance of individual workers. Our correspondent spent his day at the factory.

Continental Package NEW

Natural sound protests 00:-:04

Voice Over: Continental Tire workers are defiant. No work until the company revisits the policy on worker performance. Their union, NUMSA, says this new policy is a ploy to get rid of workers. The company says that the index of performance is 75 for a two-day period, and claims the international standard at its other plants is 100. Those who miss the index will be chopped.

Observation: The rewritten lead in suggests the continuation of the strike through use of language and verb tense. It communicates clearly how long this had been going on without requiring any “math” from the viewer. It also places the correspondent on the scene in the way that works nicely with the incoming natural sound of the package. As you read and look at these examples think about lead-ins which are “spoken” in style rather than written. Use the present tense. Try to capture the essence of the story, although no two situations are exactly the same.

SWEEP CITY

Original Intro: While many South Africans are holidaying elsewhere in the country, some remain at home, keeping the fires burning. One such group is the garbage removals and city street cleaners. They say “holiday or not”…but the streets cannot be left to rot. Jake Mokoma spke to some sweepers in the Johannesburg city centre. 

New Intro: This Boxing Day, many of you are on holiday, at home, at relatives or perhaps even at a beachside resort. Obviously some of us are working. Our camera caught up with one such lady in Joannesburgh. Our correspondent Jake Mokoma is curbside with this profile:

Observation: This lead in has better organization of time information, makes reference to our own efforts, and places our correspondent with precision.

BOXING

Original Intro: South Africa’s very own Don King, Rodney Berman Says that he will try and do everything in his power to make boxing a safer sport. Berman today said that he’ll be advocating that a doctor be given the power to stop a fight at anytime of a bout. That’s if the boxer is in danger. Berman however believes that the negative publicity surrounding the sport this past week has done nothing to demotivate boxers and further boxing matches. ALTAAf KAZI has this report…

New Intro: The thrill of victory is bittersweet today for a South African boxer whose British opponent suffered brain damage. Today the nation’s leading boxing promoter says he want to make the sport safer. Rodney Berman says doctors should be able to stop a fight if they sense the fighter is in danger. He talked with our Altaaf Kazi about the sport and the men who participant.

Observation: Makes slightly better sense to a marginal sports fan, and much better sense to the average viewer. Tighter use of language and most importantly, does not repeat the essence of the opening third of the story.

ACCIDENT

Original Intro: Yet another road accident claimed one more life on one of the country’s roads during this season of peace and Joy. A woman died instantly when two kombis and a private car collided in Lenasia –South of Johannesburg this morning.

This brought the number of fatalities on the Gauteng roads to six-with the highest number of fatalities.

New Intro: The roads of South Africa are dangerous, especially during a festive season. Just how dangerous is clear to the 24 people who survived the crash of two kombis and a card this morning in Lenaisa, south of Johannesburg. Only one woman died. Our Lindelwa Mathembu was on the scene and talked with survivors.

Observation: Clearer statement of the overall major problem on the highways. Make clear that 24 people escaped death. Places the reporter on the scene.

Surgical Girl

Original Intro: Following a story that went on air on this channel last night, about a three year old girl from Mpumalanga with surgical screws protruding from her back, calls have increased from viewers wishing to offer their assistance. Help in from of money and services. Meanwhile attempts to get the doctor who operated on her speak to TV news failed. Lindelwa Mathembu tracked down the 40-year old doctor, an orthopedic surgeon from Pretoria.

New Intro: Last night we introduced you to a 3-year old girl from Mpumalanga with surgical to help her walk. The impacts of seeing her with metal screws that pierce her flesh in heartbreaking. And many viewers have called offering help so she can have another operation. In a minute we will tell you how to help Baby Chelsea, but first, more one our efforts to find the doctor who did the original operation. Lindelwa Mathembu found him-sort of-in Pretoria.

Voice Over (Sup Pretoria East): Last year, Dr Jake Van der Westhuizen operated on the baby Chelsea here at the Pretoria East Hospital. The now three-year-old girl was operated on and screws were inserted, in her back to enable her to walk. This what she looked like before the procedure. A few months after the operation, the back area around the screws became infected. Then screws pierced through her flesh. An assistant to the doctor admitted that something went wrong with Chelsea’s operation…

Observation: This is a difficult lead in to handle because of the involvement of the channel and the nature of the story. The original is a bit of a jumble of thought and makes it hard for the viewer to get a fix on what is happening. It also contains a completely second thought, that is, the search for the doctor. The news lead in simplifies and summarizes early on to get the viewer in the right mindset.

SUMMER BEACH FUN

Original Intro: Durban beaches are a buzz with tourists and holiday makers. Thousands of people had decided to spend their day along the Durban beach front and engaging in a feast of fun activities. The province had expected to have more than 1 million tourists. The Durban beach front has once again proved to be one of the favorite spot for many. Mbali Thusi reports?...

New Intro: South Africa’s holiday season is in full swing and nowhere is it more obvious than Durban. The beaches are buzzing with tourists and holidaymakers. Some estimates are that as many as 1 million people will be there before the season edns. Our Mbali Thusi spent his day at the water’s edge and has his report.

Observation: Again, a simpler, more liner telling in the present tense. It eliminates duplicate thoughts and places the correspondent on the scene of the story.

Original Intro: Your money, particularly coins will have a completely new look as from next year. This follows the introduction of South Africa’s new emblem in April this year.

Voice Over: Besides approving the appearance of the new coat of arms on the cons, Cabinet has also given a go ahead for the usage of former president, Nelson Mandela’s image on five rand coins. The Mint will press about one million of these five rand coins to honor Madiba. Today, Reserve Bank governor, Tito Mboweni officially struck a coin bearing the new emble,.

The new coat of arms replaces the one introduces ninety years back, when the county wast still a Union. There was controversy over what was written on the new emblem in the Khoisan language when in first came into being. 

Some said the words, !KEE/XARRA/KE, meant to take a wee.

Politicians and language experts have denounced the claims, saying it means. “Diverse people unite”

New Story

Put your hand in your pocket and see if you can find a 5-Rand coin. Good. Now take a look at it. Very shortly it is going to look different.

Voice Over: It will look like this. There is a new coat of arms and on the other side, there is a portrait of Nelson Mandela. About 1 million of these coins will be minted to honor Madiba. Will there be more… we don’t know (because it wasn’t in the script, nor do we know how many 5 rand coins are in circulation.)

Incidentally, the new coat of arms replaces one that goes back 90 years to when South Africa was a union. No new coin is without some controversy and this time it focuses on the phrase !KEE/ XARRA/ Ke, written on the coin in Xhosa. Language experts say it means diverse people unite, but some critics said it meant take a wee…..

The coin show came today at the national Reserve Bank where governor Tito Mboweni officially struck the new coin, which is what its called among the people who actually mint the money we use. 

USE ACTIVE VOICE, NOT PASSIVE

The President signs the legislation at noon. (Active)

At noon, the legislation will be signed by the president. (Passive)

USE PRESENT TENSE, NOT PAST

At this hour, Lahore police continue to search for the man who spent his afternoon robbing six banks (right now)

Six banks were robbed today in Lahore. Police have been searching for the suspect. (past and passive)

