STANDARDS

To better understand the responsibilities of journalists, here is the Code of Ethics used by the British journalists union:

1. A journalist has a duty to maintain the highest professional and ethical standards.

2. A journalist shall at all times defend the principle of the freedom of the press and other media in relation to the collection of information and the expression of comment and criticism. He/she shall strive to eliminate distortion, news suppression and censorship.

3. A journalist shall strive to ensure the information he/she disseminate is fair and accurate, avoid the expression of comment and conjecture as established fact and falsification by distortion, selection or misrepresentation.

4. A journalist shall rectify promptly any harmful inaccuracies, ensure that correction and apologies receive due prominence and afford of reply to persons criticized when the issue is of sufficient importance.

5. A journalist shall obtain information, photographs and illustrations only by straight-forward means. The use of other means can be justified only by over-riding considerations of the public interest. The journalist is entitled to exercise a personal conscientious objection to the use of such means.

6. Subject to the journalist by over-riding consideration of the public interest, a journalist shall do nothing that entails intruding into private grief and distress.

7. A journalist shall protect confidential sources of information

8. A journalist shall not accept bribes nor allow other inducements to influence the performance of his/her professional duties.

9. A journalist shall not lend himself/herself to the distortion or suppression of the truth because of advertising or other considerations.

10. A journalist shall only mention person’s age, race, colour, creed, illegitimacy, disability, marital status (or lack of it), gender or sexual orientation if this information is strictly relevant. A journalist shall neither originate nor process material which encourages discrimination, ridicule, prejudice or hatred on any of the above mentioned grounds.

11. A journalist shall not take private advantage of information gained in the course of his/her duties, before the information is public knowledge.

12. A journalist shall not by way of statement, voice or appearance endorse by advertisement any commercial product or service save for the promotion of his/her own work or of medium by which he/she is employed.

EXPECTATIONS

There are many expects to success as a journalist. No one can be expected to be prefect at everything, but it is important to understand the range of issues you must consider on a daily basis.

· Be neat, presentable and professionally dressed. You representative the station. You are visible because you meet people on assignment and people see you on the channel. You also represent the profession of journalism to the viewers. If you want powerful and important people to deal with you as a peer, you must dress to suggest that.

· Be on time, especially for interviews that are pre-arranged for you reportage.

· Behave and speak to your colleagues and people you are interviewing in a courteous manner. You are a channel ambassador, especially in television, where everyone knows your face!

· Have story ideas and do not wait to be told/ assigned to do a certain story.

· Think about how to use graphics to better communicate your story.

· Discuss how to do the story with the assignment editor and accept ideas on how to do it.

· Discuss interview questions with the assignment editor and stick to the questions you decide on together and ask all the questions the assignment editor says you need to ask.

· Explain what you want to accomplish to a cameraperson if you are working together. Work together and remember a cameraman is not a mind reader.

· Make sure that all your interview names are spelled right and put the names in correctly.

· Use natural or ambient sound effectively and make sure the camera is recording sound.

· Recognize that for a meeting or conference you need images of what the conference is about. You shoot this video or find it in archive.

· Properly label archive footage as archive when you use it in a story. Never pretend archive footage is new footage or today footage.

· Be skeptical, but not necessarily cynical, about what you are told. Just because someone says it, doesn’t make it true. Double-check facts, especially numbers, percentage and items that sound like a “commercial.” Think of going beyond and obvious and present stories in a fashion that ordinary people can relate to easily. For example, when doing a story about to a new solar cooker, tell people how long it takes to cook a pot of rice! It is not enough to tell people what is costs.

· If you do a story on an organization working with AIDS, it is not enough to just give information about the organization. Tell people why they are doing the work, i.e. not just because people have AIDS, but because more and more people are getting it and dying of it.

· Make sure that all relevant information is in your story and if you do not find the information on the scene or with the person you interview, it is still your duty to get this information.

· Ask the senior editor for help, but if they are too busy with their other duties, remember the responsibility of getting the information is ultimately yours.

For anchor/presenters there are more issues:

· Anchors do more than read the news. The anchor must understand what is read and act as an “editor” of material written for them.

· Anchors are responsible for writing as much news material as assigned by the producer.

· Anchors must edit and adjust reporter-provided lead-ins to stories.

· A good anchor functions as assistant to the producer, not as a burden for the producer.

· Anchors must look professional at all times. In a studio behave as if the camera and microphones is always on.

· Pay careful attention to makeup and do not use colors when make you look grey or very light as this look unnatural and you are a person and not a ghost. What look best on camera is to look as close to your own natural skin shade as possible or slightly darker – this hides blemishes really well.

· Always have clean hair and put makeup onto clean skin. If you do not put makeup on clean skin, your face will look very, very oily and even dirty. If you are for some reason unable to wash your hairs, tie it back.

· Whether you are a man or a woman, you are not a doll. You are a person talking to other people. When you talk to you friends and your parents, your face and your eyes and eyebrows tell the story as much as your words do. It is the same for anchors. Just remember – not too much because you are telling the story to ordinary people who don’t know you.

