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For the past year or so, my family and I, along with the rest of
the nation, have debated the behavior of Michael Vick. On
August 27, 2007, the star quarterback pleaded guilty to charges
of criminal conspiracy stemming from his involvement in a dog-
fighting ring. Vick had been accused of torturing and executing
dogs who lost their matches. My family, dog lovers all, was
shocked and dismayed by the accusations. As we debated the
case over dinner, my wife and some of my kids glanced over at
our two beloved cockapoos, Watson and Cody, and demanded
that Vick receive the harshest punishment possible. My son
Andrew sagely observed that we were eating cheeseburgers at
the time. “Isn't it a bit hypocritical to consume the flesh of dead
animals, killed for our pleasure, and condemn the behavior of
someone accused of killing animals?” And, he went on to note,
some of our friends in New Hampshire are hunters who rou-
tinely shoot and kill moose and deer. “Why is it legal to hunt
and kill defenseless animals if we are so concerned about animal
welfare?” My wife, Terry, was swayed by the argument and an-
nounced that she was becoming a vegan. The conversation
turned to fishing, fox hunting, raising chinchillas for fur coats,
bull fighting, and boiling lobsters alive (the latter activity a staple
of New England culture). Why were these practices, which in-
volved the killing of innocent creatures, legal while dog fighting
was condemned and its practitioners imprisoned? While some
have argued that it is the method of killing that counts, I am not
sure that the victims would agree.

The Vick case raises many important issues. As our dinner-
time debate suggests, there are still many questions on the defi-
nition of what is legal versus criminal, moral versus immoral.
Who defines morality? Where do you draw the line between
legal and criminal activity, and who gets to draw it? Even if Vick
engaged in conduct that is widely considered immoral, should
he have been punished as a criminal and sent to prison? One of
the richest athletes in the United States before his conviction, on
July 7, 2008, Vick was forced to file for bankruptey. Is being
ruined financially and forced to serve time in prison fair and just
punishment? Before you answer, be aware that the latest federal
data indicates that almost half of all people convicted of violent
felonies did not go to prison; about 24 percent spent time in a
local jail and another 20 percent were allowed to remain in the
community on probation; 30 percent of drug offenders got a

Xiv
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probation-only sentence. If murders, rapists, and drug traffick-
ers are granted probation, should Vick have gone to prison? And
when he is eventually released, should he be allowed to return
to the NFL? Can someone like Vick be restored to society and,
if so, does he deserve restoration?

In addition, the Vick case raises questions about the moti-
vation and cause of crime: Why would a talented football star
such as Michael Vick, who had recently signed a contract for
more than $100 million, risk everything in an illegal and de-
praved dog-fighting scheme? Was it a product of a troubled
childhood? Improper and damaged socialization? An impulsive
personality? Or had he simply chosen to engage in risky and
reckless behavior because he thought he was above the law?

The general public is greatly concerned by cases such as the
Michael Vick incident. I too share this concern. For the past
38 years I have been able to channel my personal interest into a
career as a teacher of criminology. In 1971, fresh out of grad
school, I began as an assistant professor at Northeastern Univer-
sity in Boston. I first stepped into a classroom at the ripe old age
of 23 and have been teaching ever since. This semester I have
160 students in my crim class at UML. My goal in writing this text
is to help my students and others generate the same curiosity
about issues of crime and justice. What could be more fascinating
than a field of study that deals with such wide-ranging topics as
the motivation for mass murder, the effects of violent media on
young people, drug abuse, and organized crime? Criminology
changes constantly with the release of major research studies,



Supreme Court rulings, and governmental policy. Its dynamism
and diversity make it an important and engrossing area of study.

Because interest in crime and justice is so great and so
timely; this text is designed to review these ongoing issues and
cover the field of criminology in an organized and comprehen-
sive manner. It is meant as a broad overview of the field,
designed to whet the reader’s appetite and encourage further
and more in-depth exploration. Several major themes recur
throughout the book.

Competing Viewpoints In every chapter an effort is made
to introduce students to the diversity of thought that charac-
terizes the discipline. One reason that the study of criminol-
ogy is so important is that debates continue over the nature
and extent of crime and the causes and prevention of crimi-
nality. Some experts view criminal offenders as society’s vic-
tims, unfortunate people who are forced to violate the law
because they lack hope of legitimate opportunity. Others
view aggressive, antisocial behavior as a product of mental
and physical abnormalities, present at birth or soon after,
which are stable over the life course. Still another view is that
crime is a function of the rational choice of greedy, selfish
people who can only be deterred though the threat of harsh
punishments. All chapters explore how different theoretical
frameworks cover different aspects of criminology. Students
are helped in this regard by Concept Summaries that com-
pare different viewpoints, showing both their main points
and their strengths.

Critical Thinking It is important for students to think crit-
ically about law and justice and to develop a critical perspec-
tive toward the social institutions and legal institutions en-
trusted with crime control. Throughout the book, students
are asked to critique research highlighted in boxed material
and to think outside the box. To aid in this task, each chapter
ends with a Thinking Like a Criminologist section, which
presents a scenario that can be analyzed with the help of
material found in the chapter.

Diversity Diversity is a key issue in criminology, and the
text attempts to integrate issues of racial, ethnic, gender, and
cultural diversity throughout. The book includes material on
international issues, such as the use of the death penalty
abroad, as well as gender issues such as the rising rate of fe-
male criminality. To help with the coverage of diversity is-
sues, Race, Culture, Gender, and Criminology boxes focus
on diversity issues. For example, in Chapter 10 there is a
feature on the honor killing of women and girls that dis-
cusses how young girls are victimized because of cultural
values that may seem cruel and unusual. Comparative Crim-
inology boxes focus on criminological issues abroad or com-
pare the justice process in the United States with that of other
nations. For example, in Chapter 1 there is a feature covering
international crime trends.

Currency and Immediacy Throughout the book, every
attempt is made to use the most current research and to
cover the most immediate topics. The idea is to show stu-
dents the major trends in criminological research and justice

policy. Most people who use the book have told me that this
is one of its strongest features. I have attempted to present
current research in a balanced fashion, though this some-
times can be frustrating to students. For example, while
some experts find that defendants’ race negatively affects
sentencing in the criminal courts, other criminologists reach
an opposing stance, concluding that race has little influence.
Which position is correct? While it is comforting to reach an
unequivocal conclusion about an important topic, some-
times it is simply not possible. In an effort to be objective and
fair, each side of important criminological debates is pre-
sented in full. Throughout the text, Criminological Enter-
prise boxes review important research in criminology. For
example, in Chapter 2 a box entitled “Explaining Crime
Trends” discusses research that helps explain why crime rates
rise and fall.

Social Policy A focus on social policy throughout the book
helps students see how criminological theory has been trans-
lated into crime prevention programs. To support this theme,
Policy and Practice in Criminology boxes are included
throughout the text. These features show how criminological
ideas and research can be put into action. For example, in
Chapter 15 there is a box entitled “Biometric Technology”
which discusses the use of technology to identify criminal
suspects.

In sum, the primary goals in writing this text are as follows:

1. To provide students with a thorough knowledge of crimi-
nology and show its diversity and intellectual content

2. To be as thorough and up to date as possible
3. To be objective and unbiased

4. To describe current theories, crime types, and methods
of social control, and analyze their strengths and weak-
nesses

5. To show how criminological thought has influenced
social policy

TOPIC AREAS

The tenth edition has undergone significant revision, one
important facet of which being a new chapter covering political
crime and terrorism. The book is divided into three major
parts.

Part One provides a framework for studying criminology.
The first chapter defines the field and discusses its most basic
concepts: the definition of crime, the component areas of crimi-
nology, the history of criminology, the concept of criminal law,
and the ethical issues that confront the field. Chapter 2 covers
criminological research methods and the nature, extent, and
patterns of crime. Chapter 3 is devoted to the concept of victim-
ization, including the nature of victims, theories of victimiza-
tion, and programs designed to help crime victims.
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Part Two contains six chapters that cover criminological
theory: why do people behave the way they do? Why do they
commit crimes? Theories that attempt to answer these ques-
tions focus on choice (Chapter 4); biological and psychologi-
cal traits (Chapter 5); social structure and culture (Chapter
6); social process and socialization (Chapter 7); social con-
flict (Chapter 8); and human development (Chapter 9).

Part Three is devoted to the major forms of criminal be-
havior. The chapters in this section cover violent crime (Chap-
ter 10); political crime and terrorism (Chapter 11); common
theft offenses (Chapter 12); white-collar and organized crimes
(Chapter13); public order crimes, including sex offenses and
substance abuse (Chapter 14); and cyber crime (Chapter 15).

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The tenth edition has been carefully structured to cover relevant
material in a comprehensive, balanced, and objective fashion.
Every attempt has been made to make the presentation of mate-
rial interesting and contemporary. No single political or theoret-
ical position dominates the text; instead, the many diverse views
that are contained within criminology and characterize its inter-
disciplinary nature are presented. While the text includes analy-
sis of the most important scholarly works and scientific research
reports, it also includes a great deal of topical information on
recent cases and events, such as recent cyber scams, the Virginia
Tech shooting, and the effects of excessive CEO pay.

NEW IN THE TENTH
EDITION

Chapter 1, Crime and Criminology, now begins with the
story of Douglas Richard Stevens, who used the Internet to
arrange sexual meetings with underage minors. The chap-
ter contains new developments in law and theory, including
research on the falsely convicted. There is a new Profiles in
Crime box entitled “The Mother of All Snakeheads,” which
talks about the activities of Cheng Chui Ping, one of the
most powerful underworld figures in New York.

Chapter 2, The Nature and Extent of Crime, begins
with a discussion of Tommy Henderson, a career criminal
whose crime spree resulted in multiple deaths. Killers
such as Henderson convince the public that crime is a
major social problem despite a decade-long drop in the
crime rate. A Profiles in Crime box details the fraud
schemes of Ronald and Mary Evano, who turned dining
in restaurants into a profitable, albeit illegal, scam. There
are new sections on data collection techniques in crimi-
nology, including data mining and systematic review.
UCR, NCVS, and self-report data are all updated, and re-
cent trends in crime explored.
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Chapter 3, Victims and Victimization, begins with the
tragic story of Imette St. Guillen, a young graduate stu-
dent who was killed after stopping in for a late-night
drink in The Falls bar, a popular New York City night-
spot. The chapter contains new information on the suf-
fering experienced by rape survivors and the long-term
stress experienced by crime victims. In addition, it cov-
ers the Justice for All Act of 2004, Stand Your Ground
laws, and victims’ rights in Europe. A Profiles in Crime
box looks at Jesse Timmendequas and Megan'’s Law.

Chapter 4, Rational Choice Theory, begins with the story
of Michael Pickens, son of a billionaire, who got involved in
a fraudulent stock market scheme. The Profiles in Crime
box “Looting the Public Treasury” tells the story of Albert
Robles, a mayor, councilman, and deputy city manager of
South Gate, California, who used his position for personal
gain. A Comparative Criminology feature called “Reducing
Crime through Surveillance” discusses the use of mechani-
cal devices such as closed-circuit TV to control crime.
There is new material on selecting the targets of crime,
whether murder can be rational, and situational crime pre-
vention efforts including how efforts to ban alcohol influ-
ence DWI arrests. Research looks at how perception of risk
shapes criminal choices and the effect of deterrence strate-
gies on crime rates.

Chapter 5, Trait Theories, begins with the story of Seung-
Hui Cho, who methodically took the lives of 32 people—
27 students and 5 professors—at Virginia Tech before tak-
ing his own life. A Profiles in Crime box looks at the case of
Andprea Yates, a young mother who killed her children in a
fit of depression. New information on international studies
measuring the effects of diet on crime is included, as is re-
cent research on the effects of maternal smoking and alco-
hol consumption on children’s development. There is also
new research on the effects of environmental pollution on
behavior, and new studies on the effect of depression and
mental illness on crime are discussed.

Chapter 6, Social Structure Theories, begins with a
vignette on gangs in Los Angeles. There is a Profiles in Crime
box on life in the drug trade, as well as information on the
neighborhood context of policing and the association of
neighborhood structure and parenting processes. There are
new data on the evolving wealth structure of society and the
issue of race and poverty. Recent research on the effects of ex-
posure to community violence and neighborhood disadvan-
tage is reported. And the chapter covers the latest research on
topics such as fear of crime, and collective and street efficacy.

Chapter 7, Social Process Theories, opens with a vignette
on the case of Genarlow Wilson, a young man imprisoned
for consensual sex with a minor. There is a Profiles in
Crime box on Jesse James Hollywood, whose story was
made into a motion picture called Alpha Dog. Two new
Criminological Enterprise features are presented: “When
Being Good is Bad,” which is an expansion of neutralization
theory, and “Storylines,” which looks at the stories criminals
tell to understand their motivations. There is new research



on childhood predictors of criminality; the effects of bad
parenting, parent—adolescent processes and reduced risk
for delinquency, and the influence of fathers on male delin-
quency.

Chapter 8, Social Conflict, Critical Criminology, and
Restorative Justice, begins with a vignette on executive
pay trends. There is a Profiles in Crime box on Mumia
Abu-Jamal, an activist accused of a murder many support-
ers believe he did not commit; a Comparative Criminology
feature on restoration programs around the world; and new
research on genocide, feminist criminology, and race and
crime.

Chapter 9, Developmental Theories: Life Course and
Latent Trait, now opens with a vignette focusing on Troy
Victorino, the notorious Xbox Killer. New research covers
such issues as the effects of family instability, self-control
and victimization, cultural invariance, and the development
of self-control.

Chapter 10, Interpersonal Violence, now focuses
squarely on interpersonal violence, including common
law crimes such as murder and rape, and emerging forms
of violence such as work place violence, hate crimes, and
stalking. It begins with a vignette on the Duke Lacrosse
scandal, in which three young men were charged with a
rape they did not commit but which still made national
headlines. There is a new Race, Culture, Gender, and
Criminology box on the honor killing of women and
girls. The chapter includes new research on violence and
residential choice, the violent brain, and men who sexu-
ally abuse their own partners. A new analysis of the roots
of serial murder and stalking is provided, as well as new
sections on psychological and social learning views of
rape causation. The section on rape law changes has been
updated with a new section on consent.

Chapter 11, Political Crime and Terrorism, is a new
chapter added because of the topic’s salience and impor-
tance. It begins with a vignette on the assassination of
Benazir Bhutto. There are two Profiles in Crime features,
one on Adam Gadahn, also known as Azzam the American,
the first American to be charged with treason in nearly

50 years, and another on spymaster Aldrich Hazen Ames.
There is a Criminological Enterprise feature on the use of
torture. Some of the new sections cover such political
crimes as voter fraud, espionage, and treason. The coverage
of the nature and cause of terrorism is expansive, and the
chapter delves into material on the history of terrorism,
comparing terrorists to guerillas and insurgents, and what
is being done to thwart terror attacks.

Chapter 12, Property Crime, begins with the story of a
thief who specialized in stealing rare maps. Two Pro-
files in Crime boxes have been added, one called “Inva-
sion of the Body Snatchers” about people who stole
body parts from corpses for resale, and another on
credit card cons. There is a new Criminological Enter-
prise feature on the confessions of a dying thief. The

chapter contains new material on street life and auto
theft and on embezzlement. A new section called
“Planning to Burgle” shows how burglars decide to
commit their crimes.

Chapter 13, Enterprise Crime: White-Collar and
Organized Crime, has expanded coverage and more
focus on white-collar crime than in the previous edition.
We begin the chapter with a new vignette on Medicare
fraud, and there is a new Profiles in Crime box called
“When the Flu Bug Bites” about a scam to sell fake flu
shots. We discuss the federal government’s Operation
Bullpen, aimed at stopping chiseling in the sports
memorabilia industry (including photos with fake auto-
graphs), as well as international bribery used to secure
business contracts. There is new material on influence
peddling in government and an update on the Tyco and
Enron cases. Lastly, a new section covers health care
fraud and the rationalization/neutralization theory of
white-collar crime.

Chapter 14, Public Order Crime: Sex and Substance
Abuse, now opens with the story of Eliot Spitzer, for-
mer governor of New York, and his involvement with
a high-priced call girl ring. There is more information
on the international trade in prostitution and the co-
ercion of women from the former Soviet Union into
prostitution. A Profiles in Crime covers John Evander
Couey and the Jessica Lunsford murder case. And the
data on drug use and abuse and drug control strate-
gies have all been updated. A Policy and Practice in
Criminology box reviews drug courts.

Chapter 15, Cyber Crime and Technology, begins with a
new vignette that tells of an international Internet fraud
scheme. Biometric identification is the topic of a Policy
and Practice in Criminology box. There are new sections
on cyber bullying, computer fraud, distribution of illegal
sexual material, distribution of dangerous drugs, cyber
spying, international treaties to control cyber crime, using
the Internet to fund terrorist activities, and whether cyber
terrorism is a real threat. There is a new Concept Summary
on types of cyber crime. New exhibits cover the most com-
mon Internet fraud schemes and the crimes of reshipping
and swatting. The entire section on law enforcement tech-
nology has been updated with a section titled “Contempo-
rary IT Programs.”

FEATURES

This text contains different kinds of pedagogy to help students
analyze material in greater depth and also link it to other mate-
rial in the book.

Profiles in Crime are new to the tenth edition and are de-
signed to present students with case studies of actual crimi-
nals and crimes to help illustrate the position or views
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within the chapter. Among the cases covered are those of
super spy Aldrich Ames in Chapter 11 and “When the Flu
Bug Bites” in Chapter 13, which discusses a scheme to sell
fake flu shots to unsuspecting victims.

The Criminological Enterprise boxes review important
issues in criminology and reflect the major sub-areas of
the field: measuring crime, creating theory, crime typolo-
gies, legal theory, and penology. For example, in Chapter 5,
a Criminological Enterprise box focuses on the impor-
tant issue of whether there is a link between violent me-
dia and violent crime.

Policy and Practice in Criminology boxes show how
criminological ideas and research can be put into action.
For example, in Chapter 2, “Should Guns Be Controlled?”
examines the pros and cons of the gun control debate, an
issue that is being re-examined in the aftermath of the
Virginia Tech killings.

Race, Culture, Gender, and Criminology boxes cover
issues of racial, sexual, and cultural diversity. For example,
in Chapter 6 “There Goes the Neighborhood” discusses the
work and thoughts of William Julius Wilson, one of the
nation’ leading sociologists.

Comparative Criminology boxes compare criminological
policies, trends, and practices in the United States and
abroad. For example, in Chapter 13 a Comparative Crimi-
nology box looks at Russian organized crime.

Critical Thinking questions accompany each of the

boxed features, and more are presented at the end of

each chapter to help students develop their analytical
abilities.

Connections are short inserts that help link the material to
other areas covered in the book. For example, a Connec-
tions box in Chapter 14 links media violence to the mate-
rial in the Chapter 5 discussion of whether watching vio-
lent media causes violence.

Chapter Outlines provide a roadmap to text coverage and
serves as a useful review tool.

Chapter Objectives are presented at the beginning of each
chapter to help students get the most out of the chapter
coverage.

Thinking Like a Criminologist sections at the end of
each chapter present challenging questions or issues that
students must use their criminological knowledge to an-
swer or confront. Applying the information learned in
the text will help students begin to “think like criminolo-
gists.” Each of these applications now includes a Writing
Exercise.

Doing Research on the Web sections also accompany
every Thinking Like a Criminologist and guide students
to web pages that will help them answer the criminolog-
ical questions posed.

Each chapter ends with a Chapter Summary and a list of
Key Terms.

xviii PREFACE

ANCILLARIES

A number of supplements are provided by Wadsworth to help
instructors use Criminology: Theories, Patterns, and Typologies
in their courses and to aid students in preparing for exams.
Supplements are available to qualified adopters. Please consult
your local sales representative for details.

For the Instructor

Instructor’s Resource Manual with Test Bank An improved
and completely updated Instructors Resource Manual with Test
Bank has been developed by Joanne Ziembo-Vogl of Grand Val-
ley State University. The manual includes learning objectives, a
chapter summary, detailed chapter outlines, key terms, an ex-
planation of the chapters themes, class discussion exercises, and
worksheets. Each chapter’s test bank contains questions in mul-
tiple-choice, true-false, fill-in-the-blank, and essay formats, with
a full answer key. The test bank is coded to the learning objec-
tives that appear in the main text, and includes the page num-
bers in the main text where the answers can be found. Finally,
each question in the test bank has been carefully reviewed by
experienced criminal justice instructors for quality, accuracy,
and content coverage. Our Instructor Approved seal, which ap-
pears on the front cover, is our assurance that you are working
with an assessment and grading resource of the highest caliber.

Lesson Plans New to this edition, the instructor-created
lesson plans bring accessible, masterful suggestions to every les-
son. Created by Joanne Ziembo-Vogl of Grand Valley State
University, each lesson plan includes a sample syllabus, learning
objectives, lecture notes, discussion topics, in-class activities,
tips for classroom presentation of chapter material, a detailed
lecture outline, and assignments. Lesson plans are available on
the PowerLecture resource and the instructor website, or by
e-mailing your local representative and asking for a download
of the eBank files.

Power Lecture with JoinIn™ and ExamView® This one-
stop digital library and presentation tool includes preassembled
Microsoft® PowerPoint® lecture slides created by Sharon Tracy at
Georgia Southern University. In addition to the full Instructors
Resource Manual with Test Bank, PowerLecture also includes
JoinIn, ExamView, lesson plans, and video and image libraries.

WebTutor™ ToolBox on Blackboard® and WebCT®
Jumpstart your course with customizable, rich, text-specific
content within your Course Management System. Whether you
want to Web-enable your class or put an entire course online,
WebTutor delivers. WebTutor offers a wide array of resources
including media assets, test bank, practice quizzes, and addi-
tional study aids. Visit www.cengage.com/webtutor to learn
more.

Companion Website The book-specific website at www
.cengage.com/criminaljustice/siegel offers students a variety of
study tools and useful resources such as quizzing, web links,
Internet exercises, glossary, flash cards, and more.


www.cengage.com/webtutor
www.cengage.com/criminaljustice/siegel
www.cengage.com/criminaljustice/siegel

Wadsworth Criminal Justice Video Library The Library
offers an exciting collection of videos to enrich lectures. Quali-
fied adopters may select from a wide variety of professionally
prepared videos covering various aspects of policing, correc-
tions, and other areas of the criminal justice system. The selec-
tions include videos from Films for the Humanities and Sciences,
Court TV videos that feature provocative one-hour court cases
to illustrate seminal high-profile cases in depth, A&E American
Justice Series videos, National Institute of Justice: Crime File vid-
eos, ABC® News videos, and Moments in Time: The Oral His-
tory of Criminology and Criminal Justice.

For the Student

Study Guide An extensive study guide has been developed and
updated for this edition by Joanne Ziembo-Vogl of Grand Valley
State University. Because students learn in different ways, the
guide includes a variety of pedagogical aids to help them, as well
as integrated art and figures from the main text. Each chapter is
outlined and summarized, major terms and figures are defined,
and worksheets and self-tests are provided.

CengageNOW™ CengageNOW is an easy-to-use online
resource that helps students study in less time to get the grade
they want—NOW. CengageNOW Personalized Study (a diag-
nostic study tool containing valuable text-specific resources) lets
students focus on just what they don't know and learn more in
less time to get a better grade. If the textbook does not include
an access code card, students can go to www.ichapters.com to
purchase CengageNOW.

Audio Study Tools Now students have a quick, conve-
nient, and enjoyable way to study—and they can do it while
doing all the other things they need to do. In just ten minutes,
students can review each assigned chapter of the textbook. Au-
dio practice quizzes help students figure out what they know
and what they don't. Audio Study Tools will be available for sale
at www.ichapters.com, both in complete versions and by the
chapter or concept.

Current Perspectives: Readings from InfoTrac®
College Edition These readers, designed to give students a
closer look at special topics in criminal justice, include free ac-
cess to InfoTrac College Edition. The timely articles are selected
by experts in each topic from within InfoTrac College Edition.
They are available for free when bundled with the text and in-
clude the following titles:

e Cyber Crime
e Victimology

e Juvenile Justice

* Racial Profiling

e White-Collar Crime

o Terrorism and Homeland Security

e Public Policy and Criminal Justice

e New Technologies and Criminal Justice
e FEthics in Criminal Justice

e Forensics and Criminal Investigation

Crime Scenes: An Interactive Criminal Justice CD-
ROM, Version 2.0 Recipient of several New Media Magazine
Invision Awards, this interactive CD-ROM allows students to
take on the roles of investigating officer, lawyer, parole officer,
and judge in excitingly realistic scenarios. An instructors man-
ual for the CD-ROM is also available.

Careers in Criminal Justice Website Expands students
careers knowledge! The site includes new video interviews and
profiles, and also gives students access to current information
on job requirements, training, salary, and benefits for CJs hottest
new careers.

Seeking Employment in Criminal Justice and Re-
lated Fields Written by J. Scott Harr and Karen Hess, this
practical book helps students develop a search strategy to
find employment in criminal justice and related fields. Each
chapter includes “insider’s views,” written by individuals in
the field and addressing issues such as promotions and
career planning.

Guide to Careers in Criminal Justice This concise 60-
page booklet provides a brief introduction to the exciting and
diverse field of criminal justice. Students can learn about op-
portunities in law enforcement, courts, and corrections and
how they can go about getting these jobs.

Internet Guide for Criminal Justice, Second Edition
Internet beginners will appreciate this helpful booklet. With ex-
planations and the vocabulary necessary for navigating the Web,
it features customized information on criminal justice-related
websites and presents Internet project ideas.

Internet Activities for Criminal Justice, Second Edi-
tion This completely revised 96-page booklet shows how to
best utilize the Internet for research through searches and
activities.

Criminology: An Introduction Using MicroCase
Explorlt, Fourth Edition This book features real data to help
students examine major criminological theories such as social
disorganization, deviant associations, and others. It has 12 one-
hour exercises and five independent projects in all, covering
dozens of topic areas and offering an exciting view of crimino-
logical research.

>
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CRIMINOLOGY

How is crime defined? How much crime is there, and what are the trends
and patterns in the crime rate? How many people fall victim to crime, and
who is likely to become a crime victim? How did our system of criminal law
develop, and what are the basic elements of crimes? What is the science of
criminology all about?

These are some of the core issues that will be addressed in the first three
chapters of this text. Chapter 1 introduces students to the field of criminol-
ogy: its nature, area of study, methodologies, and historical development.
Concern about crime and justice has been an important part of the human
condition for more than 5,000 years, since the first criminal codes were
set down in the Middle East. Although criminology—the scientific study

of crime—is considered a modern science, it has existed for more than

200 years. Chapter 1 introduces students to one of the key components of
criminology—the development of criminal law. It also discusses the social
history of law, the purpose of law, and how law defines crime. Chapter 2
focuses on the acquisition of crime data, crime rate trends, and observable
patterns within the crime rate. Chapter 3 is devoted to victims and victim-
ization. Topics include the affects of victimization, the cause of victimization,
and efforts to help crime victims.

CHAPTER 1
Crime and Criminology

CHAPTER 2
The Nature and Extent
of Crime

CHAPTER 3
Victims and Victimization



Crime and Criminology

CHAPTER OUTLINE

What Is Criminology?
Criminology and Criminal Justice
Criminology and Deviance

A Brief History of Criminology

Classical Criminology

Nineteenth-Century Positivism

The Chicago School and Beyond
Social-Psychological Views

Conflict and Crime

Integrating Diverse Perspectives: Developmental
Criminology

Contemporary Criminology

What Criminologists Do: The Criminological Enterprise
Criminal Statistics and Research Methodology

Comparative Criminology: International Crime Trends

Law and Society: The Sociology of Law

Theory Construction and Testing

Criminal Behavior Systems and Crime Typologies
Penology and Social Control

Victimology: Victims and Victimization

How Criminologists View Crime
The Consensus View of Crime
The Conflict View of Crime

The Interactionist View of Crime
Defining Crime

Crime and the Criminal Law
Common Law
Contemporary Criminal Law

PROFILES IN CRIME: The Mother of All Snakeheads
The Evolution of Criminal Law

The Criminological Enterprise: The Elements of Criminal Law

Ethical Issues in Criminology
What to Study?

Whom to Study?

How to Study?

2

CHAPTER OBJECTIVES

. Understand what is meant by the field of criminology
. Know the historical context of criminology

. Recognize the differences among the various schools

of criminological thought

. Be familiar with the various elements of the crimino-

logical enterprise

. Be able to discuss how criminologists define crime

6. Recognize the concepts of criminal law

. Know the difference between evil acts and evil

intent

. Describe the various defenses to crime
. Show how criminal law is undergoing change
10.

Be able to discuss ethical issues in criminology



....

© Gueorgui Pinkhassov/Magnum Photos

On December 7, 2005, Douglas Richard Stevens, 53, of Ontario,
Canada, began communicating online with “Jane,” whom he believed had

a ten-year-old daughter named Mary. Using the screen name “ontm4momanddaughter,”
Stevens told “Jane” that he wanted to engage in sexual acts with “Mary” and bragged about
previous conquests of girls he met online. He arranged to meet “Jane” and “Mary” in Atlanta
so that he could sexually molest “Mary.” When he arrived, federal law enforcement agents
arrested Stevens in a restaurant parking lot. “Jane” and “Mary” never existed and were in fact
identities created and used by an undercover FBI agent working as part of the FBI’s Safe Child
Task Force, designed to lure predators such as Stevens. He was indicted by a federal grand jury
in January 2006 on charges that included using a computer to entice a minor to engage in
sexual activity and traveling across state lines to engage in sexual acts with the minor. Stevens
pleaded guilty to both counts and on June 9, 2006, he was sentenced to 12 years in prison.’



The Stevens case illustrates the evolution of criminal behavior in
contemporary society. The computer and Internet have enabled
people to engage in criminal activities unknown a decade ago.
Besides crimes like the one Stevens committed, these range
from identity theft to online securities fraud.

The reach of crime has become truly international, creating
new challenges for law enforcement authorities. The questions
about crime and its control raised by the Stevens case and others
have spurred interest in criminology, an academic discipline
that uses the scientific method to study the nature, extent, cause,
and control of criminal behavior. Unlike political figures and
media commentators—whose opinions about crime may be
colored by personal experiences, biases, and election concerns—
criminologists remain objective as they study crime and its
consequences.”

Criminology is a multidisciplinary science. In addition
to criminology, criminologists hold degrees in a variety of
diverse fields, including sociology, criminal justice, political
science, psychology, public policy, economics, and the natu-
ral sciences.

For most of the twentieth century, criminologys primary ori-
entation was sociological, but today it can be viewed as an inte-
grated approach to the study of criminal behavior. How this field
developed, its major components, and its relationship to crime law
and deviance are some of the topics discussed in this chapter.

This text analyzes criminology and its major subareas of
inquiry. It focuses on the nature and extent of crime, the causes
of crime, and patterns of criminal behavior. This chapter intro-
duces and defines criminology: What are its goals? What is its
history? How do criminologists define crime? How do they con-
duct research? What ethical issues face those wishing to conduct
criminological research?

WHAT IS CRIMINOLOGY?

Criminology is the scientific approach to studying criminal
behavior. In their classic definition, preeminent criminologists
Edwin Sutherland and Donald Cressey state:

Criminology is the body of knowledge regarding crime as a so-
cial phenomenon. It includes within its scope the processes of
making laws, of breaking laws, and of reacting toward the break-
ing of laws. . . . The objective of criminology is the development
of a body of general and verified principles and of other types of
knowledge regarding this process of law, crime, and treatment.”

Sutherland and Cressey’s definition includes some of the
most important areas of interest to criminologists:

Crime as a social phenomenon. Although some criminologists
believe that individual traits and characteristics may play
some role in the cause of criminals’ antisocial behavior, most
believe that social factors play a role in the cause of crime.
Even the most disturbed people are influenced by their envi-
ronment, social interactions, and personal relationships.

The processes of making laws. Sutherland and Cressey’s defini-
tion recognizes the association between crime and the criminal
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law and shows how the law defines crime. How and why laws
are created and why some are strengthened and others elimi-
nated is of great interest to criminologists.

Of breaking laws and reacting toward the breaking of laws. At
its core, the purpose of criminology is to understand both the
onset of crime and the most effective methods for its elimina-
tion. Why do people commit illegal acts, and what can be done
to convince them—and others who are contemplating crime—
that it is in their best interests to turn their back on criminality?
These concepts are naturally bound together: it is impossible to
effectively control crime unless we understand its cause.

Development of a body of general and verified principles.
Sutherland and Cressey recognize that criminology is a
social science and criminologists must use the scientific
method when conducting research. Criminologists are
required to employ valid and reliable experimental designs
and sophisticated data analysis techniques or else lose
standing in the academic community.

Criminology and Criminal Justice

Although the terms criminology and criminal justice may seem
similar, and people often confuse the two or lump them to-
gether, there are major differences between these fields of study.
Criminology explains the etiology (origin), extent, and nature
of crime in society, whereas criminal justice refers to the study
of the agencies of social control—police, courts, and correc-
tions. While criminologists are mainly concerned with identify-
ing the suspected cause of crime, criminal justice scholars spend
their time identifying effective methods of crime control.

Since both fields are crime-related, they do overlap. Some
criminologists devote their research to justice and social control
and are concerned with how the agencies of justice operate, how
they influence crime and criminals, and how justice policies
shape crime rates and trends. Conversely, criminal justice experts
often want to design effective programs of crime prevention or
rehabilitation and to do so must develop an understanding of the
nature of crime and its causation. It is common, therefore, for
criminal justice programs to feature courses on criminology and
for criminology courses to evaluate the agencies of justice.

Criminology and Deviance

Criminology is also related to the study of deviant behaviors—
those actions that depart from social norms, values, and beliefs.
Included within the broad spectrum of deviant acts are behav-
iors ranging from violent crimes to joining a nudist colony.
However, significant distinctions can be made between these
two areas of study because many crimes are not unusual or devi-
ant, and many deviant acts are neither illegal nor criminal.

Take, for instance, substance abuse. Selling and/or possess-
ing recreational drugs, such as marijuana, may be illegal, but
can it actually be considered deviant? A significant percentage
of the population have used or are using drugs; more than half of
all high school students have tried drugs before they graduate.
Therefore, it is erroneous to argue that all crimes are deviant
behaviors that depart from the norms of society.
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CRIMINOLOGY: CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND DEVIANCE

Criminology explores the etiology (origin), extent, and nature of crime in society. Criminologists are concerned with identifying the nature,

extent, and cause of crime.

Criminal Justice

Criminal justice refers to the agencies of social control that handle
criminal offenders. Criminal justice scholars engage in describing,
analyzing, and explaining operations of the agencies of justice,
specifically the police departments, courts, and correctional facili-
ties. They seek more effective methods of crime control and of-
fender rehabilitation.

Overlapping Areas of Concern

Criminal justice experts cannot begin to design effective programs of
crime prevention or rehabilitation without understanding the nature
and cause of crime. They require accurate criminal statistics and data
to test the effectiveness of crime control and prevention programs.

Similarly, many deviant acts are not criminal even though
they may be both disturbing and shocking to the conscience.
Suppose a passerby witnesses someone floundering in the ocean
and makes no rescue attempt. Most people would condemn the
onlooker’s coldhearted behavior as callous, immoral, and deviant.
However, no legal action could be taken since a private citizen is
not required by law to risk his or her own life to save anothers.
There is no legal requirement that a person rush into a burning
building, brave a flood, or jump into the ocean to save someone
from harm. They may be deviant and not share commonly held
values, but according to the law, they are not criminals.

In sum, criminologists are concerned with the concept of
deviance and its relationship to criminality, whereas those soci-
ologists who study deviant behaviors often want to understand
and/or identify the line that separates criminal from merely
unusual behaviors. The shifting definition of deviant behavior is
closely associated with our concepts of crime. The relationships
among criminology, criminal justice, and deviance are illus-
trated in Concept Summary 1.1.

4 wwwww The principal purpose of the Office on National Drug
Control Policy (ONDCP) is to establish policies, priorities, and ob-
jectives for the nation’s drug control program, the goals of which
are to reduce illicit drug use, manufacturing, and trafficking; re-
duce drug-related crime and violence; and reduce drug-related
health consequences. To read more about their efforts, access
their website via academic.cengage.com/criminaljustice/siegel.

A BRIEF HISTORY
OF CRIMINOLOGY

How did the study of criminology develop? It is actually a rela-
tively new field of study. Although written criminal codes have
existed for thousands of years, these were restricted to defining

Deviance

Deviance refers to the study of behavior that departs from social
norms. Included within the broad spectrum of deviant acts are be-
haviors ranging from violent crimes to joining a nudist colony. Not all
crimes are deviant or unusual acts, and not all deviant acts are illegal.

Overlapping Areas of Concern

Under what circumstances do deviant behaviors become crimes?
When does sexually oriented material cross the line from merely
suggestive to obscene and therefore illegal? If an illegal act becomes
a norm, should society reevaluate its criminal status? There is still
debate over the legalization and/or decriminalization of abortion,
recreational drug use, possession of handguns, and assisted suicide.

crime and setting punishments. What motivated people to vio-
late the law remained a matter for conjecture.

During the early Middle Ages (1200-1400), superstition and
fear of satanic possession dominated thinking. People who vio-
lated social norms or religious practices were believed to be
witches or possessed by demons. The prescribed method for
dealing with the possessed was burning at the stake, a practice
that survived into the seventeenth century. Beginning in the mid-
thirteenth century, the jurisdiction of central governments
reached a significantly broader range of social behaviors. Human
problems and conflicts began to be dealt with in a formalized and
legal manner.” Nonetheless, superstition and harsh punishments
did not end quickly. The authorities were on guard against Satan’s
offspring, who engaged in acts ranging from witchcraft to robbery.
Between 1581 and 1590, Nicholas Remy, head of the Inquisition
in the French province of Lorraine, ordered 900 sorcerers and
witches burned to death; likewise, Peter Binsfield, the bishop of
the German city of Trier, ordered the death of 6,500 people. An
estimated 100,000 people were prosecuted throughout Europe
for witchcraft during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. It
was also commonly believed that some families produced off-
spring who were unsound or unstable and that social misfits were
inherently damaged by reason of their “inferior blood.” It was
common practice to use cruel tortures to extract confessions, and
those convicted of violent or theft crimes suffered extremely harsh
penalties, including whipping, branding, maiming, and execu-
tion. Almost all felons were punished with death; the law made
little distinction between thieves and murderers.

Classical Criminology

During the eighteenth century, social philosophers such as Jeremy
Bentham began to embrace the view that human behavior was a
result of rational thought processes. According to Benthams’
utilitarianism, people choose to act when, after weighing costs
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and benefits, they believe that their actions will bring them an in-
crease in pleasure and a reduction of pain. It stands to reason that
criminal behavior could be eliminated or controlled if would-be
law violators could be convinced that the pain of punishment
exceeds the benefits of crime. Cesare Beccaria (1738-1794) ap-
plied these principles to criminal behavior in his famous treatise,
“On Crimes and Punishment.” He agreed that people want to
achieve pleasure and avoid pain. He suggested that harsh punish-
ments and routine use of torture were inappropriate and exces-
sive. If every felon were punished with death, he reasoned, there
would be little incentive for criminals not to escalate the severity
of their crimes. To deter crime, the pain of punishment must be
administered in a fair, balanced, and proportionate amount, just
enough to counterbalance the pleasure obtained from crime.
Beccaria stated his famous theorem like this:

In order for punishment not to be in every instance, an act of vio-
lence of one or many against a private citizen, it must be essen-
tially public, prompt, necessary, the least possible in the given cir-
cumstances, proportionate to the crimes, and dictated by the laws.”

The writings of Beccaria and his followers form the core of
what today is referred to as classical criminology. As originally
conceived in the eighteenth century, classical criminology the-
ory had several basic elements:

In every society people have free will to choose criminal or
lawful solutions to meet their needs or settle their problems.

Criminal solutions can be very attractive because for little
effort they hold the promise of a huge payoff.

A person will choose not to commit crime only if they be-
lieve that the pain of expected punishment is greater than
the promise of reward. This is the principle of deterrence.

During the Middle Ages, superstition and fear of satanic possession dominated

thinking. People who violated social norms or religious practices were believed to be
witches or possessed by demons. The prescribed method for dealing with the possessed
was burning at the stake, a practice that survived into the seventeenth century. This
painting, The Trial of George Jacobs, August 5, 1692 by T. H. Matteson (1855), depicts
the ordeal of Jacobs, a patriarch of Salem, Massachusetts. During the witch craze, he
had ridiculed the trials, only to find himself accused, tried, and executed.
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In order to be an effective crime deterrent, punishment
must be severe, certain, and swift enough to convince
potential criminals that “crime does not pay.”

This classical perspective influenced penal practices for
more than 200 years. The law was made proportionate to crime
so that the most serious offenses earned the harshest punish-
ments. Executions were still widely used but slowly began to be
employed for only the most serious crimes. The catchphrase
was “let the punishment fit the crime.”

As the nineteenth century was coming to a close, a new vi-
sion of the world challenged the validity of classical theory and
presented an innovative way of looking at the causes of crime.

Nineteenth-Century Positivism

During the late nineteenth century, the scientific method was
beginning to take hold in Europe. Rather than rely on pure
thought and reason, contemporary scientists began to use
careful observation and analysis of natural phenomena in their
experiments. This movement inspired new discoveries in biol-
ogy, astronomy, and chemistry. Charles Darwin’s (1809-1882)
discoveries on the evolution of man encouraged a
nineteenth-century “cult of science.” Darwin’s discoveries en-
couraged other scholars to be certain that all human activity
could be verified by scientific principles. If the scientific
method could be applied to the study of the natural world,
then why not use it to study human behavior?

Auguste Comte (1798-1857), considered the founder of
sociology, applied scientific methods to the study of society.
According to Comte, societies pass through stages that can be
grouped on the basis of how people try to understand the world
in which they live. People in primitive socie-
ties consider inanimate objects as having life
(for example, the sun is a god); in later social
stages, people embrace a rational, scientific
view of the world. Comte called this final stage
the positive stage, and those who followed his
writings became known as positivists.

As we understand it today, positivism
has two main elements:

All true knowledge is acquired through
direct observation and not through con-
jecture or belief. Statements that cannot
be backed up by direct observation—for
instance, “all babies are born innocent”—
are invalid and worthless.

The scientific method must be used if
research findings are to be considered
valid. This involves such steps as identify-
ing problems, collecting data, forming
hypotheses, conducting experiments, and
interpreting results (see Exhibit 1.1).

The Trial of George Jacobs, August 5, 1692 by T. H. Matteson (1855). Oil on
Canvas 39x53 inches. #1.246 Peabody Essex Museum, Salem, MA

According to the positivist tradition, so-
cial processes are a product of the measur-
able interaction between relationships and
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I Early positivists believed the shape of the skull was a key
determinant of behavior. These drawings from the nineteenth
century illustrate “typical” criminally shaped heads.

events. Human behavior therefore is a function of a variety of
forces. Some are social, such as the effect of wealth and class;
others are political and historical, such as war and famine.
Other forces are more personal and psychological, such as an
individuals brain structure and his or her biological makeup
or mental ability. Each of these influences and shapes human
behavior. People are neither born “good” nor “bad,” and are
neither “saints” nor “sinners.” They are a product of their
social and psychological traits, influenced by their upbring-
ing and environment.

Biological Positivism The earliest “scientific” studies apply-
ing the positivist model to criminology were conducted by
physiognomists, such as J. K. Lavater (1741-1801), who stud-
ied the facial features of criminals to determine whether the
shape of ears, nose, and eyes and the distance between them
were associated with antisocial behavior. Phrenologists, such
as Franz Joseph Gall (1758-1828) and Johann K. Spurzheim
(1776-1832), studied the shape of the skull and bumps on the
head to determine whether these physical attributes were linked
to criminal behavior. Phrenologists believed that external cra-
nial characteristics dictate which areas of the brain control phys-
ical activity. The brain, they suggested, has 30 different areas or
faculties that control behavior. The size of a brain could be
determined by inspecting the contours of the skull—the larger
the organ, the more active it was. The relative size of brain
organs could be increased or decreased through exercise and
self-discipline.® Though phrenology techniques and methods
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Elements of the Scientific Method

Observation
Identify problem and collect data and facts

Hypothesis

Develop a reasonable explanation to account for or predict the
data observed and the facts collected

Test Hypothesis

Test hypothesis using control groups and experimental methods

Interpretation
Analyze data using accepted statistical techniques

Conclusion
Interpret data and verify or disprove accuracy of hypothesis

are no longer practiced or taken seriously, these efforts were an
early attempt to use a “scientific” method to study crime.

By the early nineteenth century, abnormality in the human
mind was being linked to criminal behavior patterns.” Philippe
Pinel (1745-1826), one of the founders of French psychiatry,
claimed that some people behave abnormally even without
being mentally ill. He coined the phrase manie sans delire to
denote what today is referred to as a psychopathic personality.
In 1812, an American, Benjamin Rush (1745-1813), described
patients with an “innate preternatural moral depravity.”'° An-
other early criminological pioneer, English physician Henry
Maudsley (1835-1918), believed that insanity and criminal be-
havior were strongly linked. He stated: “Crime is a sort of outlet
in which their unsound tendencies are discharged; they would
go mad if they were not criminals, and they do not go mad be-
cause they are criminals.”'' These early research efforts shifted
attention to brain functioning and personality as the keys to
criminal behavior. When Sigmund Freud’s (1856-1939) work
on the unconscious gained worldwide notoriety, the psycholog-
ical basis of behavior was forever established.

In Italy, Cesare Lombroso (1835-1909), a physician who
served much of his career in the Italian army, was studying the
cadavers of executed criminals in an effort to scientifically deter-
mine whether law violators were physically different from people
of conventional values and behavior.'* Lombroso believed that
serious offenders—those who engaged in repeated assault- or
theft-related activities—were “born criminals” who had inher-
ited a set of primitive physical traits that he referred to as atavistic
anomalies. Physically, born criminals were throwbacks to more
primitive savage people. Among the crime-producing traits
Lombroso identified were enormous jaws and strong canine
teeth common to carnivores and savages who devour raw flesh.
These criminogenic traits can be acquired through indirect hered-
ity, from a degenerate family whose members suffered from such
ills as insanity, syphilis, and alcoholism, or direct heredity—being
the offspring of criminal parents.

Lombrosos version of criminal anthropology was brought
to the United States via articles and textbooks that adopted his
ideas. He attracted a circle of followers who expanded on his
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vision of biological determinism. His scholarship helped stim-
ulate interest in a criminal anthropology." Tronically, his work
was actually more popular in the United States than it was in
Europe, and by the turn of the century, American social thinkers
were discussing “the science of penology” and “the science of
criminology.™*

Lombrosos version of strict biological determinism is no
longer taken seriously (later in his career even he recognized
that not all criminals were biological throwbacks). Today, those
criminologists who suggest that crime has some biological basis
also believe that environmental conditions influence human
behavior. Hence, the term biosocial theory has been coined to
reflect the assumed link between physical and mental traits, the
social environment, and behavior.

Social Positivism At the same time that biological positivists
were conducting their experiments, other positivists were using
social data to scientifically study the major changes that were
taking place in nineteenth-century society and in so doing help-
ing to create the field of sociology.

Sociology seemed an ideal perspective from which to study
society. After thousands of years of stability, the world was un-
dergoing a population explosion. The population estimated at
600 million in 1700 had risen to 900 million by 1800. People
were flocking to cities in ever-increasing numbers. Manchester,
England, had 12,000 inhabitants in 1760 and 400,000 in 1850;
during the same period, the population of Glasgow, Scotland,
rose from 30,000 to 300,000.

The development of machinery such as power looms had
doomed cottage industries and given rise to a factory system in
which large numbers of people toiled for extremely low wages.
The spread of agricultural machines increased the food supply
while reducing the need for a large rural workforce; these excess
laborers further swelled city populations. At the same time, po-
litical, religious, and social traditions continued to be challenged
by the scientific method.

Quetelet and Durkheim The application of sociological con-
cepts to criminology can be traced to the works of pioneering
sociologists L. A. J. (Adolphe) Quetelet (1796-1874) and (David)
Emile Durkheim (1858-1917). Quetelet instigated the use of data
and statistics in performing criminological research. Durkheim,
considered one of the founders of sociology, defined crime as a
normal and necessary social event.!” These two perspectives
have been extremely influential on modern criminology. L. A. J.
(Adolphe) Quetelet was a Belgian mathematician who began
(along with a Frenchman, Andre-Michel Guerry) what is known
as the cartographic school of criminology.'® This approach
made use of social statistics that were being developed in Eu-
rope in the early nineteenth century. Statistical data provided
important demographic information on the population, includ-
ing density, gender, religious affiliations, and wealth.

Quetelet studied data gathered in France (called the
Comptes generaux de l'administration de la justice) to investigate
the influence of social factors on the propensity to commit
crime. In addition to finding a strong influence of age and sex
on crime, Quetelet also uncovered evidence that season, climate,
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population composition, and poverty were related to criminal-
ity. More specifically, he found that crime rates were greatest in
the summer, in southern areas, among heterogeneous popula-
tions, and among the poor and uneducated. He also found
crime rates to be influenced by drinking habits.!” Quetelet iden-
tified many of the relationships between crime and social phe-
nomena that still serve as a basis for criminology today. His
findings that crime had a social basis were a direct challenge to
Lombrosian biological determinism.

According to Emile Durkheim vision of social positivism,
crime is part of human nature because it has existed during
periods of both poverty and prosperity.'® Crime is normal
because it is virtually impossible to imagine a society in which
criminal behavior is totally absent. Such a society would almost
demand that all people be and act exactly alike. Durkheim
believed that the inevitability of crime is linked to the differences
(heterogeneity) within society. Since people are so different from
one another and employ such a variety of methods and forms
of behavior to meet their needs, it is not surprising that some
will resort to criminality. Even if “real” crimes were eliminated,
human weaknesses and petty vices would be elevated to the sta-
tus of crimes. As long as human differences exist, then, crime is
inevitable and one of the fundamental conditions of social life.

Some may find it surprising, but Durkheim argued that
crime can even be useful and, on occasion, healthy for society. He
held that the existence of crime paves the way for social change
and indicates that the social structure is not rigid or inflexible.
Put another way, if such differences did not exist, it would mean
that everyone behaved the same way and agreed on what is right
and wrong. Such universal conformity would stifle creativity and
independent thinking. To illustrate this concept, Durkheim
offered the example of the Greek philosopher Socrates, who was
considered a criminal and put to death for corrupting the morals
of youth simply because he expressed ideas that were different
from what people believed at that time.

Durkheim reasoned that another benefit of crime is that
it calls attention to social ills. A rising crime rate can signal the
need for social change and promote a variety of programs
designed to relieve the human suffering that may have caused
crime in the first place. In his influential book, The Division of
Labor in Society, Durkheim described the consequences of the
shift from a small, rural society, which he labeled “mechanical,”
to the more modern “organic” society with a large urban popu-
lation, division of labor, and personal isolation.'® From this shift
flowed anomie, or norm and role confusion, a powerful socio-
logical concept that helps describe the chaos and disarray ac-
companying the loss of traditional values in modern society.
Durkheims’ research on suicide indicated that anomic societies
maintain high suicide rates; by implication, anomie might cause
other forms of deviance as well.

The Chicago School and Beyond

The primacy of sociological positivism as the intellectual basis
of criminology was secured by research begun in the early twen-
tieth century by Albion W. Small (1854-1926), who organized
the famed sociology department at the University of Chicago.
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Referred to as the Chicago School, urban sociologists such as
W. 1. Thomas (1863-1947), Robert Ezra Park (1864-1944),
Ernest W. Burgess (1886-1966), and Louis Wirth (1897-1952)
pioneered research on the social ecology of the city. In 1915,
Robert Ezra Park called for anthropological methods of descrip-
tion and observation to be applied to urban life.* He was con-
cerned about how neighborhood structure developed, how
isolated pockets of poverty formed, and what social policies
could be used to alleviate urban problems. In response, Chicago
School sociologists carried out an ambitious program of research
and scholarship on urban topics, including criminal behavior
patterns. Harvey Zorbaugh’s The Gold Coast and the Slum '
Frederick Thrasher’s The Gang,** and Louis Wirths The Ghetto®
are classic examples of objective, highly descriptive accounts of
urban life. Park, with Ernest Burgess, studied the social ecology
of the city and found that some neighborhoods formed so-called
natural areas of wealth and affluence, while others suffered pov-
erty and disintegration.** Regardless of their race, religion, or
ethnicity, the everyday behavior of people living in these areas
was controlled by the social and ecological climate.

This body of research inspired a generation of scholars to
conclude that social forces operating in urban areas create “nat-
ural areas” for crime.”” These urban neighborhoods maintain
such a high level of poverty that critical institutions of socializa-
tion and control, such as the school and the family, begin to
break down. While normally these social institutions can apply
the social control necessary to restrain deviant behaviors, be-
cause they are weak, people are free to engage in exciting and
enticing law-violating behaviors. As crime rate soars and resi-
dents are afraid to leave their homes at night, the neighborhood
becomes socially disorganized—unable to apply social control.
It can no longer muster the cohesion needed to protect its resi-
dents from crime, drug abuse, and violence. Criminal behavior
is not then a function of personal traits or characteristics but is
linked to environmental conditions that fail to provide residents
with proper human relations and development.

The Chicago School sociologists initiated the view that
crime and social ecological conditions were linked. Neighbor-
hood conditions, and not individual pathologies, influence and
shape the direction of crime rates.

Social-Psychological Views

During the 1930s and 1940s, another group of sociologists
began to link social-psychological interactions to criminologi-
cal behavior. Sociological social psychology (also known as
psychological sociology) is the study of human interactions
and relationships, and emphasizes such issues as group dy-
namics and socialization.

According to this school of thought, an individual’s rela-
tionship to important social processes, such as education,
family life, and peer relations, is the key to understanding
human behavior. Poverty and social disorganization alone
are not sufficient to cause criminal activity because, after all,
many people living in the most deteriorated areas never com-
mit criminal offenses. Something else was needed. Research
seemed to show that children who grow up in homes wracked

by conlflict, attend inadequate schools, and/or associate with
deviant peers become exposed to pro-crime forces.

In this view, socialization, rather than social structure, is
key to understanding crime. But what element of socializa-
tion had the greatest effect? To Edwin Sutherland, the preemi-
nent American criminologist, it was the learning of criminal
attitudes from older, more experienced law violators. Crime
was a learned behavior similar to any other, such as driving
and playing sports. Another view, developed by Chicago-
trained sociologist Walter Reckless, was that crime occurs
when children develop an inadequate self-image, rendering
them incapable of controlling their own misbehavior. Crimi-
nologists seized upon this concept of control and suggested
that it was a key element in a criminal career: people became
crime prone when social forces proved inadequate to control
their behavior.

Both of these views—learning and control—link criminal-
ity to the failure of socialization, the interactions people have
with the various individuals, organizations, institutions, and
processes of society that help them mature and develop.

By mid-century, most criminologists had embraced either
the structural/ecological view or the socialization view of
crime. However, these were not the only positions on how social
institutions influence human behavior. In Europe, the writings
of another social thinker, Karl Marx (1818-1883), had pushed
the understanding of social interaction in another direction and
sowed the seeds for a new approach in criminology.*

Conflict and Crime

In his Communist Manifesto and other writings, Marx described
the oppressive labor conditions prevalent during the rise of in-
dustrial capitalism. His observations of the economic structure
convinced Marx that the character of every civilization is deter-
mined by its mode of production—the way its people develop
and produce material goods (materialism). The most important
relationship in industrial culture is between the owners of
the means of production—the capitalist bourgeoisie—and the
people who do the actual labor, the proletariat. The economic
system controls all facets of human life; consequently, people’s
lives revolve around the means of production. The exploitation
of the working class, he believed, would eventually lead to class
conflict and the end of the capitalist system.

Though these writings laid the foundation for a Marxist-
based criminology, decades passed before the impact of Marxist
theory was realized. In the United States during the 1960s, social
and political upheaval was fueled by the Vietnam War, the devel-
opment of an antiestablishment counterculture movement, the
civil rights movement, and the women’s movement. Contempo-
rary sociologists interested in applying Marx’s principles to the
study of crime began to analyze the socioeconomic conditions in
the United States that promoted class conflict and crime. What
emerged from this intellectual ferment was a Marxist-based criti-
cal criminology that indicted the capitalist economic system as
producing the conditions that support a high crime rate. The
critical view of crime developed in the 1960s has played a signifi-
cant role in criminology ever since.
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Integrating Diverse Perspectives:
Developmental Criminology

During the twentieth century some criminologists began to
integrate sociological, psychological, and economic elements
into more complex developmental views of crime causation.
Hans Eysenck published Crime and Personality in 1964 and
proclaimed that antisocial behavior was linked to psychological
conditions that were a product of heredity*" His controversial
theory integrated social, biological, and psychological factors,
a vision that upset the sociologists who controlled the field at
that time.*®

However, it is Sheldon (1896-1980) and Eleanor (1898—
1972) Glueck who are today considered founders of the develop-
mental branch of criminological theory. While at Harvard
University in the 1930s, they conducted research on the careers
of known criminals to determine the factors that predicted persis-
tent offending, making extensive use of interviews and records in
their elaborate comparisons of criminals and noncriminals.

g connections

Because Eysenck’s theory is essentially psychological, there
will be more on his views in our Chapter 5 discussion of
individual traits that produce crime. The Gluecks are revisited
in Chapter 9, Developmental Theories, because they are more
closely associated with that area of scholarship.

The Gluecks' research focused on early onset of delin-
quency as a harbinger of a criminal career: “[Tlhe deeper the
roots of childhood maladjustment, the smaller the chance of
adult adjustment.””® They also noted the stability of offending
careers: children who are antisocial early in life are the most
likely to continue their offending careers into adulthood.

The Gluecks identified a number of personal and social fac-
tors related to persistent offending, the most important of which
was family relations. This factor was considered in terms of qual-
ity of discipline and emotional ties with parents. The adolescent
raised in a large, single-parent family of limited economic means
and educational achievement was the most vulnerable to delin-
quency. Not restricting their analysis to social variables, the
Gluecks measured such biological and psychological traits as
body type, intelligence, and personality, and found that physical
and mental factors also played a role in determining behavior.
Children with low intelligence, who had a background of mental
disease, and who had a powerful (“mesomorph”) physique were
the most likely to become persistent offenders.

Integrating biological, social, and psychological elements,
the Gluecks' research suggested that the initiation and continuity
of a criminal career was a developmental process influenced by
both internal and external situations, conditions, and circum-
stances. While impressive, their research was heavily criticized
by sociologists such as Edwin Sutherland who wanted to keep
criminology within the field of sociology and feared or dispar-
aged efforts to integrate biological or psychological concepts into
the field.* Following Sutherlands critique, the Gluecks work
was ignored for quite some time until criminologists began to
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revisit their data and use contemporary methods to reanalyze
their results. Today, upon reflection, it is now considered one of
the foundations for the developmental theory model that is in-
fluential in the field today. Developmental models track the natu-
ral history of a criminal career. Rather than limiting their purpose
to finding the root cause of crime, developmental criminologists
examine the life course of a criminal career and ponder such
issues as why people begin to commit crime, why they escalate
their criminal activities, why they stop committing crime, and if
they do stop, why some begin again. Contemporary develop-
mental theories will be discussed in Chapter 9.

Contemporary Criminology

The various schools of criminology developed over the past 200
years. Though they have evolved, each continues to have an
impact on the field. For example, classical theory has evolved
into rational choice and deterrence theories. Rational choice
theorists today argue that criminals are rational and use avail-
able information to decide if crime is a worthwhile undertaking.
A sub-branch of rational choice theory, deterrence theory, holds
that this choice is structured by the fear of punishment. Biologi-
cal positivism has undergone similar transformation.

Although criminologists no longer believe that an inherited
characteristic can by itself determine the course of behavior,
some are convinced that behavior is altered when an individual’s
biological and psychological traits interact with environmental
influences. Biological and psychological criminologists study
the association between criminal behavior and such traits as
diet, hormonal makeup, personality, and intelligence.

The sociological tradition, linked back to Quetelet and
Durkheim, maintains that individuals’ lifestyles and living con-
ditions directly control their criminal behavior. Contemporary
structural and social ecological theory holds that (a) a person’s
place in the social structure controls his or her behavioral
choices, and (b) due to the ecological conditions they face, those
at the bottom of the social structure, cannot achieve success and
instead experience anomie, strain, failure, and frustration.

Sociological social psychology theories remain influential
with contemporary criminologists. In their modern incarna-
tion, they suggest that individuals’ learning experiences and
socialization directly control their behavior. In some cases, chil-
dren learn to commit crime by interacting with and modeling
their behavior after others they admire, whereas other criminal
offenders are people whose life experiences have shattered their
social bonds to society. These current social process theories
will be discussed in Chapter 7.

The writings of Marx and his followers also continue to be
influential. Many criminologists still view social and political
conflict as the root cause of crime. The inherently unfair eco-
nomic structure of the United States and other advanced capi-
talist countries is the engine that drives the high crime rate.
Critical criminology, the contemporary form of Marxist/conflict
theory, will be discussed further in Chapter 8. The developmen-
tal, multifaceted views of the Gluecks have morphed into a devel-
opmental criminology that has received a great deal of attention
from contemporary criminologists; these views of crime are
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CRIMINOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES

The major perspectives of criminology focus on individual
(biological, psychological, and choice theories), social (structural
and process theories), political and economic (conflict theory),
and multiple (developmental theory) factors.

Classical/Choice Perspective

Situational forces. Crime is a function of free will and personal
choice. Punishment is a deterrent to crime.

Biological/Psychological Perspective

Internal forces. Crime is a function of chemical, neurological,
genetic, personality, intelligence, or mental traits.

Structural Perspective

Ecological forces. Crime rates are a function of neighborhood
conditions, cultural forces, and norm conflict.

Process Perspective

Socialization forces. Crime is a function of upbringing, learning,
and control. Peers, parents, and teachers influence behavior.

Conflict Perspective

Economic and political forces. Crime is a function of competition
for limited resources and power. Class conflict produces crime.

Developmental Perspective

Multiple forces. Biological, social-psychological, economic, and
political forces may combine to produce crime.

analyzed in Chapter 9. Each of the major perspectives is sum-
marized in Concept Summary 1.2.

Y P T e SR
WHAT CRIMINOLOGISTS
DO: THE CRIMINOLOGICAL
ENTERPRISE

Regardless of their theoretical orientation, criminologists are de-
voted to the study of crime and criminal behavior. As two noted
criminologists, Marvin Wolfgang and Franco Ferracuti, put it:
“A criminologist is one whose professional training, occupa-
tional role, and pecuniary reward are primarily concentrated on
a scientific approach to, and study and analysis of, the phenom-
enon of crime and criminal behavior.™"!

Because criminologists have been trained in diverse fields,
including sociology, criminal justice, political science, psychol-
ogy, economics, and the natural sciences, criminology is today an
interdisciplinary science. As a result, several subareas, reflecting
different orientations and perspectives, are now contained within
the broader arena of criminology. Taken together, these subareas
make up the criminological enterprise. Criminologists may

specialize in a subarea in the same way that psychologists might
specialize in a subfield of psychology; such as cognition, develop-
ment, perception, personality, psychopathology, or sexuality.
Some of the more important criminological specialties are descri-
bed next and summarized in Concept Summary 1.3 on page 16.

Criminal Statistics
and Research Methodology

Those criminologists who devote themselves to criminal statis-
tics and research methodology engage in a number of different
tasks, including;

Devising accurate methods of collecting crime data

Using these tested methods to measure the amount and
trends of criminal activity

Using valid crime data to determine who commits crime
and where it occurs

Measuring the effect of social policy and social trends on
crime rate changes

Using crime data to design crime prevention programs and
then measuring their effectiveness

The media loves to sensationalize crime and report on lurid
cases of murder and rape. The general public is influenced by
these stories, becoming fearful and altering their behavior to avoid
victimization.*® These news accounts, proclaiming crime waves,
are often driven by the need to sell newspapers and/or increase
TV viewership. Media accounts can be biased and inaccurate, and
itis up to criminologists to set the record straight. Criminologists
therefore try to create valid and reliable measurements of criminal
behavior. They create techniques to access the records of police
and court agencies and use sophisticated statistical methods to
understand underlying patterns and trends. They develop survey
instruments and then use them with large samples to determine
the actual number of crimes being committed and the number of
victims who suffer criminal violations: How many people are vic-
tims of crime, and what percentage reports the crime to police?

Criminologists are also interested in helping agents of the
criminal justice system develop effective crime control policies
that rely on accurate measurement of crime rates. A recent
(2007) analysis by Jacqueline Cohen and her associates used
advanced statistical techniques to predict where crime will take
place, based on past criminal activities. Police departments can
allocate patrol officers based on these predictions.*

The development of valid methods to measure crime and the
accuracy of crime data are crucial aspects of the criminological
enterprise. Without valid and reliable crime data sources, efforts to
conduct research on crime and create criminological theories
would be futile. It is also important to determine why crime rates
vary across and within regions in order to gauge the association
between social and economic forces and criminal activity. Criminal
statistics may be used to make international comparisons in order
to understand why some countries are crime free while others are
beset by antisocial activities. This is the topic of the Comparative
Criminology box “International Crime Trends” on the next page.
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Comparative Criminology :

INTERNATIONAL
CRIME TRENDS

In 1981, there were 88 residential bur-
glaries per 1,000 households in the
United States, compared with 41 per
1,000 households in England (including
Wales). Ten years later, the U.S. rate had
decreased to 54 per 1,000 households,
but the English rate had increased to

68 per 1,000 households.

The English experience is not unique.
Crime rates appear to be increasing
around the world even as they decline in
the United States. Asian countries now
report an upswing in serious criminal
activities. Cambodian officials are con-
cerned with drug production/trafficking
and human trafficking. Drugs produced
in neighboring countries are being traf-
ficked into Cambodia for local consump-
tion, and drug traffickers routinely use
Cambodia as a transit country for distrib-
uting narcotics around the world. The
trafficking of Cambodian women into
Thailand for sexual activities and the
presence of a large number of Vietham-
ese women in Cambodia who are
engaged in prostitution are also major
concerns. Even Japan, a nation renowned
for its low crime rate, has experienced an
upsurge in crime linked to its economy.
Japan’s economic bubble burst in 1990
and more than 15 years of economic
stagnation has resulted in climbing
numbers of reported crime.

Similarly, China, another relatively safe
nation, has experienced an upswing in
violent crime. Chinese police handled
almost 5 million criminal cases in
2005, and though this number was down
slightly from the previous year, the decline
comes after years of steady increases. And
though crime declined in general, theft
and robbery remain a serious problem,
especially in public places such as railway
stations, long-distance bus stations, and
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passenger docks. The Chinese Ministry of
Public Security reports these trends:

Criminals are targeting richer
people and/or entities.

Car theft is on the rise.

I Criminal cases happen more often
in public spaces—meaning that
the streets are becoming less safe
than they used to be.

B The average age of criminals is
lowering—more kids are involved
in illegal activities.

I New types of criminal activities are
emerging: blackmailing, cons, and
prostitution via the Web.

Though these trends are alarming,
making international comparisons is
often difficult because the legal defini-
tions of crime vary from country to
country. There are also differences in the
way crime is measured. For example, in
the United States, crime may be mea-
sured by counting criminal acts reported
to the police or by using victim surveys,
whereas in many European countries
crime is measured by the number of
cases solved by the police. Despite these
problems, valid comparisons can still be
made about crime across different coun-
tries using a number of reliable data
sources. The United Nations Survey of
Crime Trends and Operations of Crimi-
nal Justice Systems (UNCJS) is the most
well known source of information on
cross-national data. The International
Crime Victims Survey (ICVS) is con-
ducted in 60 countries and managed by
the Ministry of Justice of the Nether-
lands, the Home Office of the United
Kingdom, and the United Nations Inter-
regional Crime and Justice Research
Institute. INTERPOL, the international
police agency, collects data from police
agencies in 179 countries. The World
Health Organization (WHO) has
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conducted surveys on global violence.
The European Sourcebook of Crime and
Criminal Justice Statistics provides data
from police agencies in 36 European
nations.

International Crime Rates
What do these various sources tell us
about international crime rates?

Homicide

Many nations, especially those experi-
encing social or economic upheaval,
have murder rates much higher than

the United States. Colombia has about
63 homicides per 100,000 people and
South Africa has 51, compared to fewer
than 6 in the United States. During the
1990s there were more homicides in
Brazil than in the United States, Canada,
Italy, Japan, Australia, Portugal, Britain,
Austria, and Germany taken together.
Why are murder rates so high in nations
like Brazil? Law enforcement officials link
the upsurge in violence to drug traffick-
ing, gang feuds, vigilantism, and
disputes over trivial matters in which
young, unmarried, uneducated males are
involved. Others find that local custom
and practice underpin the homicide rate.
India has experienced a shocking form of
violence against women known as bride
burning. A woman may be burned to
death if her family fails to provide the ex-
pected dowry to the grooms family or if
she is suspected of premarital infidelity.
Many Indian women commit suicide to
escape the brutality of their situation.
Rape

Until 1990, U.S. rape rates were higher
than those of any Western nation, but

by 2000, Canada took the lead. Violence
against women is related to economic
hardship and the social status of women.
Rates are high in poor nations in which
women are oppressed. Where women
are more emancipated, the rates of
violence against women are lower.



For many women, sexual violence
starts in childhood and adolescence and
may occur in the home, school, and
community. Studies conducted in a wide
variety of nations ranging from the
Cameroon to New Zealand found high
rates of reported forced sexual initiation.
In some nations, as many as 46 percent
of adolescent women and 20 percent of
adolescent men report sexual coercion at
the hands of family members, teachers,
boyfriends, or strangers.

Sexual violence has significant health
consequences, including suicide, stress,
mental illnesses, unwanted pregnancy,
sexually transmitted diseases, HIV/AIDS,
self-inflicted injuries, and, in the case of
child sexual abuse, adoption of high-risk
behaviors such as multiple sexual part-
ners and drug use.

Robbery

Countries with more reported robberies
than the United States include England
and Wales, Portugal, and Spain. Coun-
tries with fewer reported robberies in-
clude Germany; Italy, and France, as well
as Middle Eastern and Asian nations.

Burglary

The United States has lower burglary
rates than Australia, Denmark, Finland,
England and Wales, and Canada. It has
higher reported burglary rates than
Spain, Korea, and Saudi Arabia.

Vehicle Theft

Australia, England and Wales, Denmark,
Norway, Canada, France, and Italy now
have higher rates of vehicle theft than the
United States.

Child Abuse

A World Health Organization report
found that child physical and sexual
abuse takes a significant toll around the
world. In a single year, about 57,000 chil-
dren under 15 years are murdered. The
homicide rates for children aged 0 to

4 years are over twice as high as rates

among children aged 5 to 14 years. Many
more children are subjected to nonfatal
abuse and neglect; 8 percent of male and
25 percent of female children up to age
18 experience sexual abuse of some kind.

Why the Change?
Why are crime rates increasing around
the world while leveling off in the United
States? Some conservative commentators
reason that the get-tough crime control
policies instituted in the United States
have resulted in increases in conviction
and punishment rates—an outcome that
may help lower crime rates. In 1981 it
was estimated that 15 in every 1,000
U.S. burglary offenders were convicted,
compared with 28 in every 1,000
English burglary offenders. Ten years
later, the U.S. conviction rate had in-
creased to 19 per 1,000 offenders, while
the English rate had decreased to 10 per
1,000 offenders. In addition, the death
penalty is commonly employed in the
United States, whereas it has been
abolished in many European nations.
Crime rates may be spiraling upward
abroad because nations are undergoing
rapid changes in their social and eco-
nomic makeup. In eastern Europe, the
fall of Communism has brought about a
transformation of the family, religion,
education, and economy. These changes
increase social pressures and result in
crime rate increases. Some Asian socie-
ties, such as China, are undergoing rapid
industrialization, urbanization, and social
change. The shift from agricultural to in-
dustrial and service economies has pro-
duced political turmoil and a surge in
their crime rates. For example, the island
of Hong Kong, long a British possession
but now part of the Peoples Republic of
China, is experiencing an upsurge in
club drugs. Tied to the local dance scene,
ecstasy and ketamine use has skyrock-
eted, in synch with the traditional drug
of choice, heroin. In sum, the crime

problems we experience at home are not
unique to the United States.

CRITICAL THINKING

1. While risk factors at all levels of
social and personal life contribute
to violence, people in all nations
who experience change in societal-
level factors—such as economic
inequalities, rapid social change,
and the availability of firearms,
alcohol, and drugs—seem the most
likely to get involved in violence.
Can anything be done to help
alleviate these social problems?

N

The United States is notorious

for employing much tougher
penal measures than Europe. Do
you believe our tougher measures
explain why crime is declining in
the United States while increasing
abroad?

Sources: James Finckenauer and Ko-lin Chin, Asian
Transnational Organized Crime and Its Impact on the
United States (Washington, DC: National Institute of
Justice, 2007); Zhu Zhe, “Nationwide Crime Rate
Shows Drop,” China Daily News, 20 January 2006,
www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2006-01/20/
content_513862.htm (accessed March 14, 2007);
Mauro Marescialli, “Crime in China: Some Statistics,”
Danwei Organization, www.danwei.org/ip_and_law/
crime_in_china_some_statistics.php (accessed
March 14, 2007); Dag Leonardsen, “Crime in Japan:
Paradise Lost?” Journal of Scandinavian Studies in
Criminology and Crime Prevention 7 (2006): 185—
210; Karen Joe Laidler, “The Rise of Club Drugs in a
Heroin Society: The Case of Hong Kong,” Substance
Use and Misuse 40 (2005): 1,257-1,279; Virendra
Kumar and Sarita Kanth, “Bride Burning,” Lancet
364 (2004): 18-19; Etienne Krug, Linda Dahlberg,
James Mercy, Anthony Zwi, and Rafael Lozano,
World Report on Violence and Health (Geneva: World
Health Organization, 2002); Gene Stephens, “Global
Trends in Crime: Crime Varies Greatly Around the
‘World, Statistics Show, but New Tactics Have Proved
Effective in the United States. To Keep Crime in
Check in the Twenty-First Century, We'll All Need

to Get Smarter, Not Just Tougher,” The Futurist

37 (2003): 40—47; David P. Farrington, Patrick A.
Langan, and Michael Tonry, Cross-National Studies
in Crime and Justice (Washington, DC: Bureau of
Justice Statistics, 2004); Pedro Scuro, World Fact-
book of Criminal Justice Systems: Brazil (Washing-
ton, DC: Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2003).
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Law and Society:
The Sociology of Law

The sociology of law, also referred to as the study of law and
society, is a subarea of criminology concerned with the role social
forces play in shaping criminal law and, concomitantly, the role
of criminal law in shaping society. Criminologists interested in
studying the social aspects of law focus on such topics as:

The history of legal thought

How social forces shape the definition and content of
the law

The impact of legal change on society
The relationship between law and social control

The effect of criminalization/legalization on behaviors

Some criminologists who study law and society consider
the role of law in the context of criminological theory. They try
to understand how legal decision making influences individuals,
groups, and the criminal justice system. Others try to identify
alternatives to traditional legal process—for example, by design-
ing nonpunitive methods of dispute resolution. Some seek to
describe the legal system and identify and explain patterns of
behavior that guide its operation. Others use the operations of
law as a perspective for understanding culture and social life.**

Because the law is constantly evolving, criminologists are
often asked to determine whether legal change is required and
what shape it should take. Computer fraud, airplane hijacking,
ATM theft, and cyber stalking did not exist when the nation was
founded. Consequently, the law must be revised to reflect cul-
tural, societal, and technological changes. In fact, the Supreme
Court has often considered empirical research supplied by crimi-
nologists on such topics as racial discrimination in the death
penalty before it renders an opinion.*” The research conducted
by criminologists then helps shape the direction of their legal
decision making.

Theory Construction and Testing

Social theory can be defined as a systematic set of interrelated
statements or principles that explain some aspect of social life.
At their core, theories should serve as models or frameworks for
understanding human behavior and the forces that shape its
content and direction.

Because, ideally, theories are based on verified social
facts—readily observed phenomenon that can be consistently
quantified and measured—criminological theorists use the sci-
entific method to test their theories. They gather data, derive
hypotheses—testable expectations of behavior that can be de-
rived from the theory—and then test them using valid empiri-
cal research methods. For example, general deterrence theory
(see Chapter 4) states that the more people fear punishment the
less willing they are to commit crime. If this statement is accu-
rate, then logically there should be a significant association
between police levels and crime. To test this theory, a number
of hypotheses can be derived:
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H1: The greater the number of police on the street, the
lower the crime rate.

H2: Cities with the most police officers per capita will also
have the lowest crime rates.

H3: Adding more police officers to the local force will
cause the crime rate to decline.

H4: Cities that reduce the size of their police forces
will experience an upsurge in criminal activity.

The validity of the theory would be damaged if research
data showed that cities with large police forces had crime rates
similar to those with smaller per capita forces, or that cities that
have added police officers experience little decline in their crime
rate. In contrast, if research shows that adding police reduces
crime and this effect could be observed at different times in a
number of different locales, then the theory might eventually
become an accepted element of social thought.

Sometimes criminologists use innovative methods to test
theory. When Dennis Wilson sought to determine whether
adding police would deter crime, he used data from the
National Hockey League to test the hypothesis that adding
an enforcement agent (i.e., an additional referee) would deter
law violations (i.e., penalties). His analysis of game data sup-
ported the theory that adding police would bring the crime
rate down: as the number of refs in a hockey game increase,
serious penalties that are potentially harmful decline!®

Criminal Behavior Systems
and Crime Typologies

Criminologists who study criminal behavior systems and crime
typologies focus their research on specific criminal types and pat-
terns: violent crime, theft crime, public order crime, and organized
crime. Numerous attempts have been made to describe and un-
derstand particular crime types. Marvin Wolfgangs famous 1958
study, Patterns in Criminal Homicide—considered a landmark
analysis of the nature of homicide and the relationship between
victim and offender—found that victims often precipitate the in-
cident that results in their death.*” Edwin Sutherlands analysis of
business-related offenses helped coin a new phrase—white-collar
crime—to describe economic crime activities.

Criminologists also conduct research on the links between
different types of crime and criminals. This is known as a crime
typology. Some typologies focus on the criminal, suggesting the
existence of offender groups, such as professional criminals,
psychotic criminals, amateur criminals, and so on. Others focus
on the crimes, clustering them into categories such as property
crimes, sex crimes, and so on.

Research on criminal behavior systems and crime types is
important because it enables criminologists to understand why
people commiit specific sorts of crime, and using this information,
gives them the tools to devise crime reduction strategies. In one
recent study; Arielle Baskin-Sommers and Ira Sommers analyzed
the relationship between methamphetamine use and violence
among young adults. To understand the association, Sommers
and Sommers conducted in-depth life history interviews with
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New York City Police Department Sergeant Rafi Ovanessian
checks the contents of a commuter’s backpack as he goes
into the subway at 96th Street. New York ramped up security on
its subway system after receiving a specific threat of a terrorist
attack. Some criminologists focus their attention on a specific

crime problem such as terrorism in order to understand its
nature and extent and to help plan programs that can control
or eliminate its occurrence.

more than 100 individuals who used methamphetamine for a
minimum of three months. They found that about one-third com-
mitted violent acts while under the influence of methamphet-
amine. Incidents included domestic, drug, and gang related
violence. Although the association between drug use and violence
is strong, about two-thirds of the meth users remained nonviolent.
Consequently, Sommers and Sommers conclude that while meth-
amphetamine use is a risk factor, violence is not an inevitable out-
come of even chronic methamphetamine use.” These results
show that violence reduction policies should not be limited to re-
ducing drug abuse since most abusers are nonviolent.

Penology and Social Control

The study of penology involves the correction and control of
known criminal offenders; it is the segment of criminology that
overlaps criminal justice. Criminologists conduct research that
is designed to evaluate justice initiatives in order to determine
their efficiency, effectiveness, and impact. For example, should
capital punishment continue to be employed or is its use simply
too risky? To explore this issue, Samuel Gross and his colleagues
looked at death row inmates who were later found to be inno-
cent. His sample of 340 death row inmates (327 men and

© Stan Honda/AFP/Getty Images

13 women), exonerated after having served years in prison, in-
dicated that about half (144 people) were cleared by DNA evi-
dence. Collectively, they had spent more than 3,400 years in
prison for crimes they did not commit—an average of more
than ten years each. Gross and his colleagues found that exon-
erations from death row are more than 25 times more frequent
than exonerations for other prisoners convicted of murder, and
more than 100 times more frequent than for all imprisoned fel-
ons.** How many wrongful convictions might be uncovered if
all criminal convictions were given the same degree of scrutiny
as death penalty cases? The Gross research illustrates how im-
portant it is to evaluate penal measures in order to determine
their effectiveness and reliability.

Victimology: Victims
and Victimization

In two classic criminological studies, one by Hans von Hentig
and the other by Stephen Schafer, the critical role of the victim
in the criminal process was first identified. These authors were
the first to suggest that victim behavior is often a key determi-
nant of crime and that victims’ actions may actually precipitate
crime. Both men believe that the study of crime is not complete
unless the victims role is considered.™ For those studying the
role of the victim in crime, these areas are of particular interest:

Using victim surveys to measure the nature and extent
of criminal behavior not reported to the police

Calculating the actual costs of crime to victims

Measuring the factors that increase the likelihood of
becoming a crime victim

Studying the role of the victim in causing or precipitating
crime

Designing services for the victims of crime, such as
counseling and compensation programs

The study of victims and victimization has uncovered some
startling results. For one thing, criminals have been found to be
at greater risk for victimization than noncriminals.*! Rather than
being the passive receptors of criminal acts who are in the
“wrong place at the wrong time,” crime victims may engage in
high risk lifestyles that increase their own chance of victimiza-
tion and make them highly vulnerable to crime. The various
elements of the criminological enterprise are summarized in
Concept Summary 1.3.

connections

In recent years, criminologists have devoted ever-increasing
attention to the victim’s role in the criminal process. It

has been suggested that a person’s lifestyle and behavior
may actually increase the risk that he or she will become

a crime victim. Some have suggested that living in a high-
crime neighborhood increases risk; others point at the
problems caused by associating with dangerous peers

and companions. For a discussion of victimization risk,

see Chapter 3.
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THE CRIMINOLOGICAL ENTERPRISE

These subareas constitute the discipline of criminology.

Criminal Statistics and Research Methodology

Gathering valid crime data. Devising new research methods;
measuring crime patterns and trends.

The Sociology of Law/Law and Society

Determining the origin of law. Measuring the forces that can
change laws and society.

Theory Construction and Testing

Predicting individual behavior. Understanding the cause of
crime rates and trends.

Criminal Behavior Systems and Crime Typologies

Determining the nature and cause of specific crime
patterns. Studying violence, theft, organized, white-collar,
and public order crimes.

Penology and Social Control

Studying the correction and control of criminal behavior.
Using scientific methods to assess the effectiveness of crime
control and offender treatment programs.

Victimology/Victims and Victimization

Studying the nature and cause of victimization. Aiding crime
victims; understanding the nature and extent of victimization;
developing theories of victimization risk.

Y P L A O
HOW CRIMINOLOGISTS
VIEW CRIME

Professional criminologists usually align themselves with one of
several schools of thought or perspectives in their field. Each per-
spective maintains its own view of what constitutes criminal
behavior and what causes people to engage in criminality. This
diversity of thought is not unique to criminology; biologists, psy-
chologists, sociologists, historians, economists, and natural scien-
tists disagree among themselves about critical issues in their fields.
Considering the multidisciplinary nature of the field of criminol-
ogy, fundamental issues such as the nature and definition of crime
itself is cause for disagreement among criminologists.

A criminologists choice of orientation or perspective depends,
in part, on his or her definition of crime. This section discusses the
three most common concepts of crime used by criminologists.

The Consensus View of Crime

According to the consensus view, crimes are behaviors
believed to be repugnant to all elements of society. The
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substantive criminal law, which is the written code that
defines crimes and their punishments, reflects the values,
beliefs, and opinions of society’s mainstream. The term “con-
sensus” is used because it implies that there is general agree-
ment among a majority of citizens on what behaviors should
be outlawed by the criminal law and henceforth viewed as
crimes. As the eminent criminologists Edwin Sutherland and
Donald Cressey put it:

Criminal behavior is behavior in violation of the criminal

law. . .. [1]t is not a crime unless it is prohibited by the
criminal law [which] is defined conventionally as a body of
specific rules regarding human conduct which have been
promulgated by political authority, which apply uniformly to
all members of the classes to which the rules refer; and which
are enforced by punishment administered by the state.*

This approach to crime implies that it is a function of the
beliefs, morality, and rules established by the existing legal
power structure. According to Sutherland and Cressey’s state-
ment, criminal law is applied “uniformly to all members of
the classes to which the rules refer.” This statement reveals the
authors’ faith in the concept of an “ideal legal system” that deals
adequately with all classes and types of people. Laws prohibit-
ing theft and violence may be directed at the neediest members
of society, whereas laws that sanction economic acts such as
insider trading, embezzlement, and corporate price-fixing are
aimed at controlling the wealthiest. The reach of the criminal
law is not restricted to any single element of society:.

Social Harm The consensus view of crime links illegal behav-
ior to the concept of social harm. Though people generally
enjoy a great deal of latitude in their behavior, it is agreed that
behaviors that are harmful to other people and society in general
must be controlled. Social harm is what sets strange, unusual,
or deviant behavior—or any other action that departs from
social norms—apart from criminal behaviors.*’

I connections

The associations among crime, social harm, and morality are
best illustrated in efforts to criminalize acts considered danger-
ous to the public welfare because they involve behaviors that
offend existing social values. These so-called public order
crimes include pornography, prostitution and drug use. Though
“victims” are often willing participants, some people believe

it is society’s duty to save them from themselves. To read more
about crime, morality, and social harm, see Chapter 14.

This position is not without controversy. Although it is
clear that rape, robbery, and murder are inherently harmful and
their control justified, behaviors such as drug use and prostitu-
tion are more problematic because the harm they inflict is only
on those who are willing participants. According to the consen-
sus view, society is justified in controlling these so-called victim-
less crimes because public opinion holds that they undermine
the social fabric and threaten the general well-being of society.
Society has a duty to protect all its members—even those who
choose to engage in high-risk behaviors.

CONCEPTS OF CRIME, LAW, AND CRIMINOLOGY



The consensus view of crime suggests that most people agree on what acts
cause social harm and should therefore be outlawed. Here, rug store owner
Bob Rue stands in front of his shop, which is adorned with graffiti that warns
looters to keep away, in New Orleans in September 2005. There was wide-
spread looting in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, and Rue wanted
to make sure people realized that society frowns on such behavior.

The Conflict View of Crime

The conflict view depicts society as a collection of diverse
groups—owners, workers, professionals, students—who are in
constant and continuing conflict. Groups able to assert their po-
litical power use the law and the criminal justice system to ad-
vance their economic and social position. Criminal laws,
therefore, are viewed as acts created to protect the haves from the
have-nots. Critical criminologists often compare and contrast the
harsh penalties exacted on the poor for their “street crimes” (bur-
glary, robbery, and larceny) with the minor penalties the wealthy
receive for their white-collar crimes (securities violations and
other illegal business practices), though the latter may cause
considerably more social harm. While the poor go to prison for
minor law violations, the wealthy are given lenient sentences for
even the most serious breaches of law. Rather than being class
neutral, criminal law reflects and protects established economic,
racial, gendered, and political power and privilege.**

Crime, according to this definition, is a political concept de-
signed to protect the power and position of the upper classes at the
expense of the poor. Even crimes prohibiting violent acts, such as
armed robbery, rape, and murder, may have political undertones.
Banning violent acts ensures domestic tranquility and guarantees
that the anger of the poor and disenfranchised classes will not be
directed at their wealthy capitalist exploiters. According to this con-
flict view of crime, “real” crimes would include the following acts:

Violations of human rights due to racism, sexism, and
imperialism

Unsafe working conditions

Inadequate child care

Inadequate opportunities for employment and education
Substandard housing and medical care

Crimes of economic and political domination

Pollution of the environment
Price-fixing

Police brutality

Assassinations and war-making
Violations of human dignity

Denial of physical needs and necessities, and
impediments to self-determination

Deprivation of adequate food

Blocked opportunities to participate
in political decision making®

The Interactionist View
of Crime

The interactionist view of crime traces its antecedents
to the symbolic interaction school of sociology, first
popularized by pioneering sociologists George Herbert
Mead, Charles Horton Cooley, and W, 1. Thomas.*
This position holds that (a) people act according to
their own interpretations of reality, through which they assign
meaning to things; (b) they observe the way others react, either
positively or negatively; and (c) they reevaluate and interpret their
own behavior according to the meaning and symbols they have
learned from others.

According to this perspective, there is no objective reality.
People, institutions, and events are viewed subjectively and labeled
either good or evil according to the interpretation of the evaluator.
Some people might consider the hit film Borat: Cultural Learnings
of America for Make Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakhstan as
obscene, degrading, and offensive, while others view the same film
as a laugh riot. The same interactions help define crime:

© Nicholas Kamm/AFP/Getty Images

The content of the criminal law and consequently the defi-
nition of crime often depend on human interaction and
perceptions. Alcohol is legal, marijuana is not. It could
easily be the other way around. Gay marriage is legal in
some jurisdictions, illegal in others.

Deciding whether an individual act is considered a crime
is also a function of interaction and labeling. When an
argument results in the death of one of the participants, a
jury may be asked to decide whether it was murder, self-
defense, or merely an accidental fatality. Each person on
the jury may have their own interpretation of what took
place, and whether the act is labeled a crime depends on
their interpretation of events.

The process in which people are defined or labeled as
criminal is also subjective. One person is viewed as an
unrepentant hard-core offender and sent to a maximum
security prison. Another, who has committed essentially
the same crime, is considered remorseful and repentant
and given probation in the community. Though their acts
are similar the treatment they receive is quite different.

According to the interactionist view, the definition of crime
reflects the preferences and opinions of people who hold social
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THE DEFINITION OF CRIME

The definition of crime affects how criminologists view the
cause and control of illegal behavior and shapes their research
orientation.

Conflict View

The law is a tool of the ruling class.
Crime is a politically defined concept.
“Real crimes” are not outlawed.

The law is used to control the underclass.

Consensus View

The law defines crime.
The law reflects public opinion.
Agreement exists on outlawed behavior.

Laws apply to all citizens equally.

Interactionist View

Moral entrepreneurs define crime.

Crimes are illegal because society defines them
that way.

The definition of crime evolves according to the moral
standards of those in power.

power in a particular legal jurisdiction. These people use their
influence to impose their definition of right and wrong on the
rest of the population. Conversely, criminals are individuals
people choose to label or stigmatize as outcasts or deviants be-
cause they have violated social rules. In a classic statement, so-
ciologist Howard Becker argued, “The deviant is one to whom
that label has successfully been applied; deviant behavior is be-
havior people so label.”* Crimes are outlawed behaviors
because society defines them that way, not because they are
inherently evil or immoral acts.

The interactionist view of crime is similar to the conflict
perspective; both suggest that behavior is outlawed and con-
sidered criminal when it offends people who hold social, eco-
nomic, and political power. However, unlike the conflict view,
the interactionist perspective does not attribute capitalist eco-
nomic and political motives to the process of defining crime.
Instead, interactionists see the criminal law as conforming to
the beliefs of “moral crusaders” or moral entrepreneurs, who
use their influence to shape the legal process in the way they
see fit.*® Laws against pornography, prostitution, and drugs
are believed to be motivated more by moral crusades than by
economic values.

The three main views of crime are summarized in Concept
Summary 1.4.

18 PART ONE

Defining Crime

It is possible to take elements from each school of thought to
formulate an integrated definition of crime, such as this one:

Crime is a violation of societal rules of behavior as interpreted
and expressed by a criminal legal code created by people hold-
ing social and political power: Individuals who violate these
rules are subject to sanctions by state authority, social stigma,
and loss of status.

This definition combines the consensus position that the
criminal law defines crimes with the conflict perspective’s em-
phasis on political power and control and the interactionist con-
cept of labeling and stigma. Thus crime, as defined here, is a
political, social, and economic function of modern life.

Wi L),
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CRIME AND THE

CRIMINAL LAW

No matter which definition of crime we embrace, criminal be-
havior is tied to the criminal law. It is therefore important for all
criminologists to have some understanding of the development
of criminal law; its objectives, its elements, and how it evolves.

The concept of criminal law has been recognized for more
than 3,000 years. Hammurabi (1792-1750 BCE), the sixth king
of Babylon, created the most famous set of written laws of the
ancient world, known today as the Code of Hammurabi. Pre-
served on basalt rock columns, the code established a system of
crime and punishment based on physical retaliation (“an eye for
an eye”). The severity of punishment depended on class stand-
ing: if convicted of an unprovoked assault, a slave would be
killed, whereas a freeman might lose a limb.

More familiar is the Mosaic Code of the Israelites (1200
BCE). According to tradition, God entered into a covenant or
contract with the tribes of Israel in which they agreed to obey
his law (the 613 laws of the Old Testament, including the Ten
Commandments), as presented to them by Moses, in return for
Gods special care and protection. The Mosaic Code is not only
the foundation of Judeo-Christian moral teachings but also a
basis for the U.S. legal system. Prohibitions against murder,
theft, and perjury, preceded, by several thousand years, the
same laws found in the modern United States.

Though ancient formal legal codes were lost during the Dark
Ages, early German and Anglo-Saxon societies developed legal
systems featuring monetary compensation for criminal violations.
Guilt was determined by two methods. One was compurgation,
in which the accused person swore an oath of innocence with the
backing of 12 to 25 oath helpers, who would attest to his or her
character and claims of innocence. The second was trial by ordeal,
which was based on the principle that divine forces would not
allow an innocent person to be harmed. It involved such mea-
sures as having the accused place his or her hand in boiling water
or hold a hot iron. If the wound healed, the person was found
mnocent; if the wound did not heal, the accused was deemed
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guilty. Another version, trial by combat, allowed the accused to
challenge his accuser to a duel, with the outcome determining
the legitimacy of the accusation. Punishments included public
flogging, branding, beheading, and burning,

Common Law

After the Norman conquest of England in 1066, royal judges be-
gan to travel throughout the land, holding court in each shire
several times a year. When court was in session, the royal admin-
istrator, or judge, would summon a number of citizens who
would, on their oath, tell of the crimes and serious breaches of
the peace that had occurred since the judge’s last visit. The royal
judge would then decide what to do in each case, using local
custom and rules of conduct as his guide. Courts were bound to
follow the law established in previous cases unless a higher
authority, such as the king or the pope, overruled the law.

The present English system of law came into existence
during the reign of Henry II (1154-1189), when royal judges
began to publish their decisions in local cases. Judges began to
use these written decisions as a basis for their decision making,
and eventually a fixed body of legal rules and principles was
established. If a new rule was successtully applied in a number
of different cases, it would become a precedent. These prece-
dents would then be commonly applied in all similar cases—
hence the term common law. Crimes such as murder, burglary,
arson, and rape are common-law crimes whose elements were
initially defined by judges. They are referred to as mala in se, or
inherently evil and depraved. When the situation required,
the English parliament enacted legislation to supplement the
judge-made common law. Crimes defined by Parliament, which
reflected existing social conditions, were referred to as mala
prohibitum, or statutory crimes.

Before the American Revolution, the colonies, then under
British rule, were subject to the common law. After the colonies
acquired their independence, state legislatures standardized
common-law crimes such as murder, burglary, arson, and rape
by putting them into statutory form in criminal codes. As in
England, whenever common law proved inadequate to deal
with changing social and moral issues, the states and Congress
supplemented it with legislative statutes, creating new elements
in the various state and federal legal codes. Table 1.1 lists a
number of crimes that were first defined in common law.

Contemporary Criminal Law

Criminal laws are now divided into felonies and misdemeanors.
The distinction is based on seriousness: a felony is a serious
offense; a misdemeanor is a minor or petty crime. Crimes such
as murder, rape, and burglary are felonies; they are punished
with long prison sentences or even death. Crimes such as
unarmed assault and battery, petty larceny, and disturbing the
peace are misdemeanors; they are punished with a fine or a
period of incarceration in a county jail.

Regardless of their classification, acts prohibited by the crim-
inal law constitute behaviors considered unacceptable and imper-
missible by those in power. People who engage in these acts are

eligible for severe sanctions. By outlawing these behaviors, the
government expects to achieve a number of social goals:

Enforcing social control. Those who hold political power
rely on criminal law to formally prohibit behaviors believed
to threaten societal well-being or to challenge their author-
ity. For example, U.S. criminal law incorporates centuries-
old prohibitions against the following behaviors harmful to
others: taking another person’s possessions, physically
harming another person, damaging another person’s prop-
erty, and cheating another person out of his or her posses-
sions. Similarly, the law prevents actions that challenge

the legitimacy of the government, such as planning its
overthrow, collaborating with its enemies, and so on.

Discouraging revenge. By punishing people who infringe on
the rights, property, and freedom of others, the law shifts
the burden of revenge from the individual to the state. As
Oliver Wendell Holmes stated, this prevents “the greater
evil of private retribution.”* Although state retaliation may
offend the sensibilities of many citizens, it is greatly prefera-
ble to a system in which people would have to seek justice
for themselves.

Expressing public opinion and morality. Criminal law reflects
constantly changing public opinions and moral values. Mala
in se crimes, such as murder and forcible rape, are almost uni-
versally prohibited; however, the prohibition of legislatively
created mala prohibitum crimes, such as traffic offenses and
gambling violations, changes according to social conditions
and attitudes. Criminal law is used to codify these changes.

Deterring criminal behavior. Criminal law has a social con-
trol function. It can control, restrain, and direct human be-
havior through its sanctioning power. The threat of punish-
ment associated with violating the law is designed to
prevent crimes before they occur. During the Middle Ages,
public executions drove this point home. Today criminal
law’s impact is felt through news accounts of long prison
sentences and an occasional execution.

Punishing wrongdoing. The deterrent power of criminal law
is tied to the authority it gives the state to sanction or pun-
ish offenders. Those who violate criminal law are subject

to physical coercion and punishment.

Maintaining social order. All legal systems are designed to
support and maintain the boundaries of the social system
they serve. In medieval England, the law protected the feu-
dal system by defining an orderly system of property trans-
fer and ownership. Laws in some socialist nations protect
the primacy of the state by strictly curtailing profiteering
and individual enterprise. Our own capitalist system is also
supported and sustained by criminal law. In a sense, the
content of criminal law is more a reflection of the needs of
those who control the existing economic and political sys-
tem than a representation of some idealized moral code.

Some of the elements of the contemporary criminal law
are discussed in The Criminological Enterprise feature “The
Elements of Criminal Law,” on page 22.
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I Table 1.1 Common-Law Crimes

20

Crime

First-Degree Murder

Voluntary Manslaughter

Battery

Assault

Rape

Robbery

Attempt

Conspiracy

Solicitation

Burglary

Arson

Larceny

Source: Developed by Therese J. Libby, J.D.

PART ONE

Description

Crimes Against the Person

Unlawful killing of another human being
with malice aforethought and with
premeditation and deliberation.

Intentional killing committed under
extenuating circumstances that mitigate
the killing, such as killing in the heat of
passion after being provoked.

Unlawful touching of another with intent
to cause injury.

Intentional placing of another in fear of
receiving an immediate battery.

Unlawful sexual intercourse with a female
without her consent.

Wrongful taking and carrying away of
personal property from a person by violence
or intimidation.

Inchoate (Incomplete) Offenses

An intentional act for the purpose of
committing a crime that is more than mere
preparation or planning of the crime. The
crime is not completed, however.

Voluntary agreement between two or more
persons to achieve an unlawful object or
to achieve a lawful object using means
forbidden by law.

With the intent that another person engage
in conduct constituting a felony, a person
solicits, requests, commands, or otherwise
attempts to cause that person to engage

in such conduct.

Crimes Against Property

Breaking and entering of a dwelling house
of another in the nighttime with the intent
to commit a felony.

Intentional burning of a dwelling house
of another.

Taking and carrying away the personal
property of another with the intent to keep
and possess the property.

CONCEPTS OF CRIME, LAW, AND CRIMINOLOGY

Example

A woman buys poison and pours it into a cup
of coffee her husband is drinking, intending
to kill him for the insurance benefits.

A husband coming home early from work
finds his wife in bed with another man.
The husband goes into a rage and shoots
and kills both lovers with a gun he keeps
by his bedside.

A man seeing a stranger sitting in his favorite
seat in a cafeteria goes up to that person and
pushes him out of the seat.

A student aims an unloaded gun at her
professor and threatens to shoot. He believes
the gun is loaded.

After a party, a man offers to drive a young
female acquaintance home. He takes her to a
wooded area and, despite her protests, forces
her to have sexual relations with him.

A man armed with a loaded gun approaches
another man on a deserted street and demands
his wallet.

A person places a bomb in the intended victim’s
car so that it will detonate when the ignition
key is used. The bomb is discovered before the
car is started. Attempted murder has been
committed.

A doctor conspires with a con man to fake
accidents and then bring the false “victims” to
his office so he can collect medical fees from an
insurance company.

A terrorist approaches a person he believes is
sympathetic to his cause and asks him to join
in a plot to blow up a government building.

Intending to steal some jewelry and silver, a
young man breaks a window and enters
another’s house at 10 p.M.

A worker, angry that her boss did not give her
a raise, goes to her boss's house and sets it
on fire.

While shopping, a woman sees a diamond
ring displayed at the jewelry counter. When
no one is looking, the woman takes the ring,
places it in her pocket, and walks out of the
store without paying.
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THE MOTHER OF ALL SNAKEHEADS

Cheng Chui Ping was one of the most powerful underworld
figures in New York. Known as “the Mother of all Snake-
heads”—meaning she was top dog in the human smuggling
trade—to her friends in Chinatown she was “Sister Ping.”

Cheng was an illegal immigrant herself. Born in 1949 in
the poor farming village of Shengmei in Fujian province,
she left her husband and family behind and set out for the
West, traveling via Hong Kong and Canada before ending
up in New York in 1981.

She opened a grocery store and started other ventures
that became fronts for her people trafficking business. For
more than a decade, Cheng smuggled as many as 3,000
illegal immigrants from her native China into the United
States—charging upwards of $40,000 per person. To en-
sure her clients paid their smuggling fees, Sister Ping hired
members of the Fuk Ching, Chinatown’s most feared gang,
to transport and guard them in the United States.

In addition to running her own operation, Sister Ping
helped other smugglers by financing large vessels designed
for human cargo. She also ran a money transmitting busi-
ness out of her Chinatown variety store. She used this
business to collect smuggling fees from family members
of her own “customers,” and also collected ransom
money on behalf of other alien smugglers.

Conditions aboard the smuggling vessels were often
inhumane. The voyages were dangerous, and on at least
one occasion a boat capsized while offloading people to
a larger vessel and fourteen of her “customers” drowned.
The Golden Venture, a smuggling ship Sister Ping helped
finance for others, was intentionally grounded off the coast
of Rockaway, Queens, in early June 1993 when the

The Evolution of Criminal Law

The criminal law is constantly evolving in an effort to reflect
social and economic conditions. Sometimes legal changes are
prompted by highly publicized cases that generate fear and
concern. A number of highly publicized cases of celebrity
stalking, including Robert John Bardos fatal shooting of
actress Rebecca Schaeffer on July 18, 1989, prompted more
than 25 states to enact stalking statutes that prohibit “the
willful, malicious, and repeated following and harassing of
another person.”” Similarly, after 7-year-old Megan Kanka of
Hamilton Township, New Jersey, was killed in 1994 by a re-
peat sexual offender who had moved into her neighborhood,
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offloading vessel failed to meet it in the open sea. Many
of the passengers could not swim and ten drowned.
Cheng Chui Ping was indicted in 1994 when members of
the Fuk Ching gang cooperated with federal agents. After
her indictment, Cheng fled to China, where she continued
to run a smuggling operation. In April 2000, Hong Kong
police arrested her at the airport. Cheng fought extradition
but was eventually delivered to the United States in July
2003. She was convicted in New York less than two years
later on multiple counts, including money laundering, con-
spiracy to commit alien smuggling, and other smuggling-
related offenses, and was sentenced to 35 years in prison.
The activities of Sister Ping illustrate how the law must
evolve to confront newly emerging social problems such as
illegal immigration. Other areas include cyber crime, drug im-
portation, and terrorism. Unfortunately, the law is sometimes
slow to change, and change comes only after conditions
have reached a crisis. How might laws be changed to reduce
illegal immigration? Should people caught entering the coun-
try illegally be charged with a felony and imprisoned?

Sources: FBI News release, “Sister Ping Sentenced to 35 Years in Prison
for Alien Smuggling, Hostage Taking, Money Laundering and Ransom
Proceeds Conspiracy,” 16 March 2006, http://newyork.tbi.gov//dojpressrel/
pressrel06/sispter_ping031606.htm (accessed March 14, 2007); BBC news,

“Cheng Chui Ping: ‘Mother of snakeheads,” http:/news.bbc.co.uk/2/
hi/americas/4816354.stm (accessed March 14, 2007).

the federal government passed legislation requiring that the
general public be notified of local pedophiles (sexual offenders
who target children).”! California’s sexual predator law, which
took effect on January 1, 1996, allows people convicted of
sexually violent crimes against two or more victims to be com-
mitted to a mental institution after their prison terms have
been served.”

The criminal law may also change because of shifts in cul-
ture and social conventions, reflecting a newfound tolerance of
behavior condemned only a few years before. In an important
2003 case, Lawrence v. Texas, the Supreme Court declared that
laws banning sodomy were unconstitutional because they
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The Criminological Enterprise

THE ELEMENTS OF
CRIMINAL LAW

Although each state and the federal
government have unique methods of
defining crime, there are significant uni-
formities and similarities that shape the
essence of almost all criminal law codes.
Although the laws of California, Texas,
and Maine may all be somewhat differ-
ent, the underlying concepts that guide
and shape their legal systems are univer-
sal. The question remains: regardless of
jurisdictional boundaries, what is the
legal definition of a crime—and how
does the criminal law deal with it?

Legal Definition of a Crime
Today, in all jurisdictions, the legal defi-
nition of a crime involves the elements of
the criminal acts that must be proven in
a court of law if the defendant is to be
found guilty. For the most part, common
criminal acts have both mental and
physical elements, both of which must
be present if the act is to be considered a
legal crime. In order for a crime to occur,
the state must show that the accused
committed the guilty act, or actus reus,
and had the mens rea, or criminal intent,
to commit the act. The actus reus may be
an aggressive act, such as taking some-
one’s money, burning a building, or
shooting someone; or it may be a failure
to act when there is a legal duty to do

so, such as a parent’s neglecting to seek
medical attention for a sick child. The

violated the due process rights of citizens because of their sexual

orientation. In its decision, the Court said:

Although the laws involved . . . here . . . do not more than pro-
hibit a particular sexual act, their penalties and purposes have
more far-reaching consequences, touching upon the most pri-
vate human conduct, sexual behavior; and in the most private

mens rea (guilty mind) refers to an indi-
viduals state of mind at the time of the
act or, more specifically, the person’s
intent to commit the crime.

Actus Reus
To satisfy the requirements of actus reus,
guilty actions must be voluntary. Even
though an act may cause harm or dam-
age, it is not considered a crime if it was
done by accident or was an involuntary
act. For example, it would not be a crime
if a motorist obeying all the traffic laws
hit a child who ran into the street. If the
same motorist were drinking or speeding,
then his action would be considered a
vehicular crime because it was a product
of negligence. Similarly, it would not be
considered a crime if a babysitter acci-
dentally dropped a child and the child
died. However, it would be considered
manslaughter if the sitter threw the child
down in anger or frustration and the
blow caused the childs death. In some
circumstances of actus reus, the use of
words is considered criminal. In the
crime of sedition, the words of disloyalty
constitute the actus reus. If a person
falsely yells “fire” in a crowded theater
and people are injured in the rush to exit,
that person is held responsible for the
injuries, because the use of the word in
that situation constitutes an illegal act.
Typically, the law does not require
people to aid others in distress, such
as entering a burning building to rescue
people trapped by a fire. However,

failure to act is considered a crime in cer-

tain instances:

Relationship of the parties based
on status. Some people are bound
by relationship to give aid. These
relationships include parent/child
and husband/wife. If a husband
finds his wife unconscious because
she took an overdose of sleeping
pills, he is obligated to save her life
by seeking medical aid. If he fails to
do so and she dies, he can be held
responsible for her death.

Imposition by statute. Some states
have passed laws requiring people
to give aid. For example, a person
who observes a broken-down auto-
mobile in the desert but fails to stop
and help the other parties involved
may be committing a crime.

Contractual relationships. These
relationships include lifeguard and
swimmer, doctor and patient, and
babysitter or au pair and child. Be-
cause lifeguards have been hired to
ensure the safety of swimmers, they
have a legal duty to come to the aid
of drowning persons. If a lifeguard
knows a swimmer is in danger and
does nothing about it and the swim-
mer drowns, the lifeguard is legally
responsible for the swimmer’s death.

Mens Rea
In most situations, for an act to constitute
a crime, it must be done with criminal

As a result of the decision, all sodomy laws in the United States

are now unconstitutional and therefore unenforceable.>?
The future direction of U.S. criminal law remains unclear.

Certain actions, such as crimes by corporations and poli-
tical corruption, will be labeled as criminal and given more
attention. Other offenses, such as recreational drug use, may
be reduced in importance or removed entirely from the crimi-

of places, the home. They seek to control a personal relation-
ship that, whether or not entitled to formal recognition in the
law, is within the liberty of persons to choose without being
punished as criminals. The liberty protected by the Constitu-
tion allows homosexual persons the right to choose to enter
upon relationships in the confines of their homes and their
own private lives and still retain their dignity as free persons.

nal law system. In addition, changing technology and its ever-
increasing global and local roles in our lives will require
modifications in criminal law. Such technologies as automatic
teller machines and cellular phones have already spawned a
new generation of criminal acts such as identity theft and soft-
ware piracy. The globalization of crime will present even more
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intent, or mens rea. Intent, in the legal
sense, can mean carrying out an act inten-
tionally, knowingly, and willingly. How-
ever, the definition also encompasses
situations in which recklessness or negli-
gence establishes the required criminal
intent.

Criminal intent also exists if the results
of an action, although originally unin-
tended, are certain to occur. When Timo-
thy McVeigh planted a bomb in front of
the Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma
City, he did not intend to kill any particu-
lar person in the building. Yet the law
would hold that McVeigh or any other
person would be substantially certain that
people in the building would be killed in
the blast, and McVeigh therefore had the
criminal intent to commit murder.

Strict Liability

Though common-law crimes require that
both the actus reus and the mens rea
must be present before a person can be
convicted of a crime, several crimes de-
fined by statute do not require mens rea.
In these cases, the person accused is
guilty simply by doing what the statute
prohibits; intent does not enter the pic-
ture. These strict liability crimes, or pub-
lic welfare offenses, include violations of
health and safety regulations, traffic laws,
and narcotic control laws. For example,
a person stopped for speeding is guilty
of breaking the traffic laws regardless of
whether he or she intended to go over
the speed limit or did it by accident.

The underlying purpose of these laws is
to protect the public; therefore, intent is
not required.

Criminal Defenses

When people defend themselves against
criminal charges, they must refute one
or more of the elements of the crime of
which they have been accused. A num-
ber of different approaches can be taken
to create this defense.

First, defendants may deny the actus
reus by arguing that they were falsely
accused and that the real culprit has yet
to be identified. Second, defendants may
claim that although they engaged in the
criminal act of which they are accused,
they lacked the mens rea (intent) needed
to be found guilty of the crime.

If a person whose mental state is
impaired commits a criminal act, it is
possible for the person to excuse his or
her criminal actions by claiming that
he or she lacked the capacity to form
sufficient intent to be held criminally
responsible. Insanity, intoxication, and
ignorance are types of excuse defenses.
A defendant might argue that because
he suffered from a mental impairment
that prevented him from understanding
the harmfulness of his acts, he lacked
sufficient mens rea to be found guilty
as charged.

Another type of defense is justifica-
tion. Here the individual usually admits
committing the criminal act but main-
tains that he or she should not be held

criminally liable because the act was jus-
tified. Among the justification defenses
are necessity, duress, self-defense, and
entrapment. A battered wife who kills
her mate might argue that she acted out
of duress; her crime was committed to
save her own life.

Persons standing trial for criminal
offenses may thus defend themselves by
claiming that they did not commit the
act in question, that their actions were
justified under the circumstances, or that
their behavior can be excused by their
lack of mens rea. If either the physical or
mental elements of a crime cannot be
proven, then the defendant cannot
be convicted.

CRITICAL THINKING

1. Should the concept of the “guilty
mind” be eliminated from the crimi-
nal law and replaced with a strict
liability standard? (If you do the
crime, you do the time.)

N

Some critics believe that current
criminal defenses, such as the
battered wife defense or the insan-
ity defense, allow people to go

free even though they committed
serious criminal acts and are

actually guilty as charged. Do

you agree?

Sources: Joshua Dressler, Cases and Materials on
Criminal Law (American Casebook Series) (Eagan,

MN: West Publishing, 2003); Joel Samaha, Criminal
Law (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing, 2001).

challenges, as the Profiles in Crime feature “The Mother of All
Snakeheads” illustrates on page 21.

A PR < R
ETHICAL ISSUE
IN CRIMINOLOGY

A critical issue facing students of criminology involves recogniz-
ing the fields political and social consequences. All too often,
criminologists forget the social responsibility they bear as
experts in the area of crime and justice. When government

agencies request their views of issues, their pronouncements
and opinions become the basis for sweeping social policy. The
lives of millions of people can be influenced by criminological
research data.

Debates over gun control, capital punishment, and manda-
tory sentences are ongoing and contentious. Some criminologists
have successfully argued for social service, treatment, and reha-
bilitation programs to reduce the crime rate, but others con-
sider them a waste of time, suggesting instead that a massive
prison construction program coupled with tough criminal
sentences can bring the crime rate down. By accepting their
roles as experts on law-violating behavior, criminologists place
themselves in a position of power; the potential consequences
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of their actions are enormous. Therefore, they must be aware of
the ethics of their profession and be prepared to defend their
work in the light of public scrutiny. Major ethical issues include
these:

What to study?
Whom to study?
How to study?

What to Study?

Under ideal circumstances, when criminologists choose a
subject for study, they are guided by their own scholarly
interests, pressing social needs, the availability of accurate
data, and other similar concerns. Nonetheless, in recent years,
a great influx of government and institutional funding has
influenced the direction of criminological inquiry. Major
sources of monetary support include the Justice Department’s
National Institute of Justice, the National Science Founda-
tion, and the National Institute of Mental Health. Private
foundations, such as the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation,
have also played an important role in supporting criminologi-
cal research.

Though the availability of research money has spurred
criminological inquiry, it has also influenced the direction
research has taken. State and federal governments provide a
significant percentage of available research funds, and they
may also dictate the areas that can be studied. In recent years,
for example, the federal government has spent millions of
dollars funding long-term cohort studies of criminal careers.
Consequently, academic research has recently focused on
criminal careers. Other areas of inquiry may be ignored
because there is simply not enough funding to pay for or
sponsor the research.

A potential conflict of interest may arise when the institu-
tion funding research is itself one of the principal subjects of
the research project. Governments may be reluctant to fund
research on fraud and abuse of power by government officials.
They may also exert a not-so-subtle influence on the crimi-
nologists seeking research funding: if criminologists are too
critical of the governments efforts to reduce or counteract
crime, perhaps they will be barred from receiving further
financial help. This situation is even more acute when we
consider that criminologists typically work for universities or
public agencies and are under pressure to bring in a steady
flow of research funds or to maintain the continued viability
of their agency. Even when criminologists maintain discretion
of choice, the direction of their efforts may not be truly objec-
tive. The objectivity of research may be questioned if studies
are funded by organizations that have a vested interest in the
outcome of the research. For example, a study on the effective-
ness of the defensive use of handguns to stop crime may be
tainted if the funding for the project comes from a gun manu-
facturer whose sales may be affected by the research findings.
Efforts to show that private prisons are more effective than
state correctional facilities might be tainted if the researchers
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received a research grant from a corporation that maintains
private prisons.

Whom to Study?

A second major ethical issue in criminology concerns who will
be the subject of inquiries and study. Too often, criminologists
focus their attention on the poor and minorities while ignoring
the middle-class criminal who may be committing white-collar
crime, organized crime, or government crime. Critics have
charged that by “unmasking” the poor and desperate, criminol-
ogists have justified any harsh measures taken against them. For
example, a few social scientists have suggested that criminals
have lower intelligence quotients than the average citizen, and
that because minority group members have lower than average
1Q scores, their crime rates are high.54 This was the conclusion
reached in The Bell Cutve, a popular though highly controver-
sial book written by Richard Herrnstein and Charles Murray.”
Although such research is often methodologically unsound,
it brings to light the tendency of criminologists to focus on one
element of the community while ignoring others. The question
that remains is whether it is ethical for criminologists to publish
biased or subjective research findings, paving the way for
injustice.

How to Study?

Ethics are once again questioned in cases where subjects are
misled about the purpose of the research. When white and
African American individuals are asked to participate in a survey
of their behavior or an IQ test, they are rarely told in advance
that the data they provide may later be used to prove the exis-
tence of significant racial differences in their self-reported crime
rates. Should subjects be told about the true purpose of a sur-
vey? Would such disclosures make meaningful research impos-
sible? How far should criminologists go when collecting data? Is
it ever permissible to deceive subjects to collect data? Criminol-
ogists must take extreme care when they select subjects for their
research studies to ensure that they are selected in an unbiased
and random manner.”®

When criminological research efforts involve experi-
mentation and treatment, care must be taken to protect those
subjects who have been chosen for experimental and control
groups. For example, it may be unethical to provide a special
treatment program for one group while depriving others of
the same opportunity. Conversely, criminologists must be
careful to protect subjects from experiments that may actu-
ally cause them harm. An examination of the highly publi-
cized Scared Straight program, which brought youngsters
into contact with hard-core prison inmates who gave them
graphic insights into prison life (to scare them out of a life of
crime), discovered that the young subjects may have been
harmed by their experience. Rather than being frightened
into conformity, subjects actually increased their criminal
behavior.”’
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THINKING LIKE A CRIMINOLOGIST

You have been experimenting with various techniques to identify a sure-fire method to
predict violence-prone behavior in delinquents. Your procedure involves brain scans, DNA
testing, and blood analysis. When used with samples from incarcerated adolescents, your
procedure has been able to distinguish with 80 percent accuracy between youths with a
history of violence and those who are exclusively property offenders.

Your research indicates that if any youth were tested with your techniques, potentially
violence-prone career criminals easily could be identified for special treatment. For example,
children in the local school system could be tested, and those who are identified as violence
prone carefully monitored by teachers. Those at risk for future violence could be put into
special programs as a precaution.

Some of your colleagues argue that this type of testing is unconstitutional because it
violates the subjects’ Fifth Amendment right against self-incrimination. There is also the
problem of error: Some kids may be falsely labeled as violence prone.

(—> Writing Exercise Write a brief paper (two double-spaced pages) explaining how you
would answer your critics. Is it fair and/or ethical to label people as “potentially” criminal
and violent even though they have not yet exhibited any antisocial behaviors? Do the risks
of such a procedure outweigh its benefits?

‘% Doing Research on the Web To help answer your critics, review these Web-based

resources:

1 Read about the “DNA Testing of Criminals” prepared by Angela Blann.
1 Learn more about “Arresting Developments in DNA Typing” by Phillip B. C. Jones.

1 Read Nicole Rafter’s take on biological theories of crime to learn more about the
biological testing of criminals.

I Learn more about the effects of stigma as it pertains to mental health.

These websites can be accessed via academic.cengage.com/criminaljustice/siegel.

¢ SUMMARY
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I Criminology is the scientific approach I The criminological enterprise includes I The conflict view states that criminal

to the study of criminal behavior and
society’s reaction to law violations and
violators. It is essentially an interdisci-
plinary field; many of its practitioners
were originally trained as sociologists,
psychologists, economists, political sci-

entists, historians, and natural scientists.

Criminology has a rich history, with roots
in the utilitarian philosophy of Beccaria,
the biological positivism of Lombroso,
the social theory of Durkheim, and the
political philosophy of Marx.

subareas such as criminal statistics, the
sociology of law, theory construction,
criminal behavior systems, penology;
and victimology.

I When they define crime, criminologists

typically hold one of three perspectives:
the consensus view, the conflict view,
or the interactionist view.

The consensus view holds that criminal
behavior is defined by laws that reflect
the values and morals of a majority of
citizens.

behavior is defined in such a way that
economically powerful groups can
retain their control over society:

The interactionist view portrays
criminal behavior as a relativistic,
constantly changing concept that
reflects society’s current moral values.
According to the interactionist view,
behavior is labeled as criminal by
those in power; criminals are people
society chooses to label as outsiders
or deviants.
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I The criminal law is a set of rules
that specify the behaviors society
has outlawed.

I The criminal law serves several impor-
tant purposes. It represents public opin-
ion and moral values; it enforces social
controls; it deters criminal behavior and
wrongdoing; it punishes transgressors;
and it banishes private retribution.

I The criminal law used in U.S. jurisdic-
tions traces its origin to the English
common law. In the U.S. legal system,
lawmakers have codified common-law
crimes into state and federal penal codes.

I Every crime has specific elements.
In most instances, these elements
include both the actus reus (guilty

3}: KEY TERMS

criminology (4)
criminologists (4)
criminal justice (4)
scientific method (4)
justice (4)

utilitarianism (5)

classical criminology (6)
positivism (6)
physiognomist (7)
phrenologist (7)
psychopathic personality (7)
atavistic anomalies (7)
biological determinism (8)
criminal anthropology (8)

act) and the mens rea (guilty mind)—
the person’s state of mind or criminal
intent.

I At trial, a defendant may claim to
have lacked mens rea and, therefore,
to not be responsible for a criminal
action. One type of defense is excuse
for mental reasons, such as insanity,
intoxication, necessity, or duress. An-
other type of defense is justification
by reason of self-defense or
entrapment.

I The criminal law is undergoing
constant reform. Some acts are being
decriminalized—their penalties are
being reduced—while penalties for
others are becoming more severe.

biosocial theory (8)
cartographic school of criminology (8)
anomie (8)

Chicago School (9)

social ecology (9)

social psychology (9)
socialization (9)

ecological view (9)
bourgeoisie (9)

proletariat (9)

rational choice (10)
criminological enterprise (11)
crime typology (14)
consensus view (16)

3}: CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS

1. Beccaria argued that the threat of
punishment controls crime. Are
there other forms of social control?
Aside from the threat of legal punish-
ments, what else controls your own
behavior?

2. What research method would you
employ if you wanted to study drug
and alcohol abuse at your own
school?
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3. Would it be ethical for a criminolo-
gist to observe a teenage gang by
“hanging” with them, drinking,
and watching as they steal cars?
Should he report that behavior to
the police?

4. Can you identify behaviors that are
deviant but not criminal? What
about crimes that are illegal but
not deviant?

CONCEPTS OF CRIME, LAW, AND CRIMINOLOGY

I Ethical issues arise when information-
gathering methods appear biased or
exclusionary. These issues may cause
serious consequences because research
findings can significantly impact indi-
viduals and groups.

I CENGAGENOW" is an easy-to-use online
resource that helps you study in less time
to get the grade you want—Now.
CengageNOW™ Personalized Study (a diag-
nostic study tool containing valuable text
specific resources) lets you focus on just
what you don’t know and learn more in less
time to get a better grade. If your textbook
does not include an access code card, you
can go to www.ichapters.com to purchase
CengageNOW™.

substantive criminal law (16)
social harm (16)

deviant behavior (16)
conflict view (17)
interactionist view (17)
stigmatize (18)

moral entrepreneurs (18)
common law (19)

mala in se (19)

mala prohibitum (19)
statutory crimes (19)
stalking statutes (21)

5. Do you agree with conflict theorists
that some of the most damaging acts
in society are not punished as crimes?
If so, what are they?

6. If you could change the criminal law,
what behaviors would you legalize?
What would you criminalize? What
might be the consequences of your
actions—in other words, are there any
hidden drawbacks?
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. Be familiar with the various forms of crime data

. Know the problems associated with collecting data

. Be able to discuss the recent trends in the crime rate
. Be familiar with the factors that influence crime rates
. Be able to discuss the patterns in the crime rate

. Be able to discuss the association between social

class and crime

. Recognize that there are age, gender, and racial

patterns in crime

. Describe the various positions on gun control

. Be familiar with Wolfgang’s pioneering research on

chronic offending

Be able to discuss the influence the discovery of the
chronic offender has had on criminology



Tommy Henderson liked to settle
scores with a gun, and he didn’t like
snitches or witnesses to his crimes—"”Dead
men tell no tales,” he would say. Henderson’s
history of violence began way back in May
1981 when he killed Ron Beauford, a man
who had beaten him up in a fight. Another
man happened to be with Beauford at the
time of his murder, so Henderson killed him
too. Later, Henderson traveled to Florida
with a woman named Ecolia Johnson on a
mission to kill a witness planning to testify
against a fellow criminal named Bobby
Bass. On the way to Florida for the hit,
Henderson’s car broke down in Macon,
Georgia, where, to kill some time, he
robbed a bank. After hiring two men to
drive him home, he paid one to kill the
other (again cutting down on witnesses).
Unfortunately for him, Henderson was rec-
ognized in a bank surveillance photo. Ecolia Johnson, who had purchased a police scanner
right before the bank robbery, was also located and arrested. Later she and Bobby Bass
(the man Henderson was going to kill for) implicated Henderson in the bank robbery and
another previous murder. Faced with their testimony, Henderson pleaded guilty and served
14 years.

© AP Images/Jacqueline Larma

But his time behind bars did not mellow Tommy Henderson. Intent on revenge against
those who put him there, he found and killed Bobby Bass in 1995 and two years later shot
Ecolia Johnson four times as she left for work. Because there was not enough evidence
linking him to these murders, Henderson was still on the street, but his crime spree, which
involved six murders, was not yet over. He got involved in drug dealing, weapons, and
other crimes and by 2001 was once again behind bars. There he began to plot revenge
against the assistant U.S. attorney, a former state prosecutor, who was responsible for his
conviction. Aware of the plot, federal agents began to monitor his phone calls, a maneuver
that yielded important evidence. Reluctant witnesses were persuaded to step forward.
With this evidence, Henderson was found quilty of murdering Bass and Johnson and on
June 26, 2007, was sentenced to life in prison without parole.’
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Stories about career criminals such as Tommy Henderson help
convince most Americans that we live in a violent society. When
people read headlines about a violent crime spree such as
Henderson’s, they begin to fear crime and take steps to protect
themselves, perhaps avoiding public places and staying at home
in the evening.* When asked if they fear walking in their neigh-
borhood at night, more than one-third of all American citizens
say yes.” About one-quarter say they have bought a gun for self-
protection, and more than 10 percent claim they carry guns for
defense.”*

Are Americans justified in their fear of crime? Should they
barricade themselves behind armed guards? Are crime rates
actually rising or falling? And where do most crimes occur and
who commits them? To answer these and similar questions,
criminologists have devised elaborate methods of crime data
collection and analysis. Without accurate data on the nature and
extent of crime, it would not be possible to formulate theories
that explain the onset of crime or to devise social policies that
facilitate its control or elimination. Accurate data collection is
also critical in order to assess the nature and extent of crime,
track changes in the crime rate, and measure the individual and
social factors that may influence criminality.

In this chapter, we review how crime data are collected
on criminal offenders and offenses and what this information
tells us about crime patterns and trends. We also examine the
concept of criminal careers and discover what available crime
data can tell us about the onset, continuation, and termination
of criminality. We begin with a discussion of the primary sources
of crime data: official record and victim/criminal behavior
surveys.

PRIMARY SOURCES OF CRIME
DATA: RECORD DATA

The primary sources of crime data routinely used by criminolo-
gists around the globe are surveys and official records collected,
compiled, and analyzed by government agencies such as the
federal governments Bureau of Justice Statistics or the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI). Criminologists use these tech-
niques to measure the nature and extent of criminal behavior
and the personality, attitudes, and background of criminal
offenders. It is important to understand how these data are col-
lected to gain insight into how professional criminologists
approach various problems and questions in their field. What
are these primary sources, how are they collected, and how
valid are their findings?

Official Record Research

In order to understand more about the nature and extent of
crime, criminologists use the records of government agencies
such as police departments, prisons, and courts. Official
record data can be used to examine crime rates and trends.
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It can also be analyzed to uncover the individual and social
forces that affect crime: to study the relationship between
crime and poverty, criminologists might use income and
family data from the United States Census Bureau and then
cross-reference this information with crime data collected by
local police departments. The most important crime record
data are collected from local law enforcement agencies by the
FBI and published yearly in their Uniform Crime Report
(UCR). The following section is devoted to an analysis of
this important source of crime data.

The Uniform Crime Report

The Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Uniform Crime Report
(UCR) is the best known and most widely cited source of official
criminal statistics.” The UCR includes both crimes reported to
local law enforcement departments and the number of arrests
made by police agencies. The FBI receives and compiles records
from more than 17,000 police departments serving a majority
of the U.S. population. Its major unit of analysis involves index
crimes, or Part I crimes: murder and nonnegligent manslaugh-
ter, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny,
arsons, and motor vehicle theft. Exhibit 2.1 defines these
crimes.

The FBI tallies and annually publishes the number of
reported offenses by city, county, standard metropolitan statisti-
cal area, and geographical divisions of the United States. In
addition to these statistics, the UCR shows the number and
characteristics (age, race, and gender) of individuals who have
been arrested for these and all other crimes, except traffic viola-
tions; these are referred to as Part Il crimes.

Compiling the Uniform Crime Report The methods used
to compile the UCR are quite complex. Each month law enforce-
ment agencies report the number of index crimes known to
them. These data are collected from records of all crime com-
plaints that victims, officers who discovered the infractions, or
other sources reported to these agencies.

Whenever criminal complaints are found through investi-
gation to be unfounded or false, they are eliminated from the
actual count. However, the number of actual offenses known is
reported to the FBI whether or not anyone is arrested for the
crime, the stolen property is recovered, or prosecution ensues.

The UCR uses three methods to express crime data. First,
the number of crimes reported to the police and arrests made
are expressed as raw figures (e.g., an estimated 17,034 persons
were murdered nationwide in 2006). Second, crime rates per
100,000 people are computed. That is, when the UCR indicates
that the murder rate was 5.7 in 2006, it means that almost
6 people in every 100,000 were murdered between January 1
and December 31 of 2006. This is the equation used:

Number of Reported Crimes

- X 100,000 = Rate per 100,000
Total U.S. Population

Third, the FBI computes changes in rate of crime over time.
The number of murders increased 1.8 percent between 2005
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EXHIBIT 2.1

Part | Index Crime Offenses

Criminal Homicide

Murder and Nonnegligent Manslaughter The willful (nonnegli-
gent) killing of one human being by another. Deaths caused by
negligence, attempts to kill, assaults to kill, suicides, accidental
deaths, and justifiable homicides are excluded. Justifiable homicides
are limited to (1) the killing of a felon by a law enforcement officer
in the line of duty and (2) the killing of a felon, during the
commission of a felony, by a private citizen.

Manslaughter by Negligence The killing of another person
through gross negligence. Traffic fatalities are excluded. Although
manslaughter by negligence is a Part | crime, it is not included in
the crime index.

Forcible Rape

The carnal knowledge of a female forcibly and against her will.
Included are rapes by force and attempts or assaults to rape.
Statutory offenses (no force used—victim under age of consent) are
excluded.

Robbery

The taking or attempting to take anything of value from the care,
custody, or control of a person or persons by force or threat of
force or violence and/or by putting the victim in fear.
Aggravated Assault

An unlawful attack by one person upon another for the purpose of
inflicting severe or aggravated bodily injury. This type of assault
usually is accompanied by the use of a weapon or by means likely

and 2006 and decreased 1.1 percent between December 31,
2006, and June 2007.

Clearance Rates In addition, each month law enforcement
agencies also report how many crimes were cleared. Crimes are
cleared in two ways: (1) when at least one person is arrested,
charged, and turned over to the court for prosecution; or (2) by
exceptional means, when some element beyond police control
precludes the physical arrest of an offender (i.e., the offender
leaves the country). Data on the number of clearances involving
the arrest of only juvenile offenders, data on the value of prop-
erty stolen and recovered in connection with Part I offenses, and
detailed information pertaining to criminal homicide are also
reported.

Traditionally, slightly more than 20 percent of all reported
index crimes are cleared by arrest each year (Figure 2.1).

Not surprisingly, as Figure 2.1 shows, more serious crimes
such as murder and rape are cleared at much higher rates than
less serious property crimes such as larceny. What factors
account for this clearance rate differential?

The media gives more attention to serious violent crimes
and as a result local and state police departments are more
likely to devote time and spend more resources on their
investigations.

There is more likely to be a prior association between vic-
tims of violent/serious crimes and their attackers, a fact that
aids police investigations.

to produce death or great bodily harm. Simple assaults are
excluded.

Burglary/Breaking or Entering

The unlawful entry of a structure to commit a felony or a theft.
Attempted forcible entry is included.

Larceny/Theft (except motor vehicle theft)

The unlawful taking, carrying, leading, or riding away of property
from the possession or constructive possession of another. Examples
are thefts of bicycles or automobile accessories, shoplifting, pocket
picking, or the stealing of any property or article that is not taken by
force and violence or by fraud. Attempted larcenies are included.
Embezzlement, con games, forgery, worthless checks, and so on are
excluded.

Motor Vehicle Theft

The theft or attempted theft of a motor vehicle. A motor vehicle is
self-propelled and runs on the surface and not on rails. Specifically
excluded from this category are motorboats, construction
equipment, airplanes, and farming equipment.

Arson

Any willful or malicious burning or attempt to burn, with or
without intent to defraud, a dwelling house, public building, motor
vehicle, or aircraft, personal property of another, or the like.

Source: FBI, Uniform Crime Report, 2006, www.{bi.gov/ucr/cius2006/
(accessed June 25, 2008).

Even if they did not know one another beforehand, violent
crime victims and offenders interact so that identification is
facilitated.

Serious violent crimes often produce physical evidence,
such as blood, body fluids, or fingerprints, which can be
used to identify suspects.

The Profiles in Crime feature “A Pain in the Glass” shows
how one atypical crime was solved.

Validity of the Uniform Crime Report Despite crimi-
nologists’ continued reliance on the UCR, its accuracy has
been suspect. The three main areas of concern are reporting
practices, law enforcement practices, and methodological
problems.

1. Reporting practices. Some criminologists claim that vic-
tims of many serious crimes do not report these incidents
to police; therefore, these crimes do not become part of
the UCR. The reasons for not reporting vary. Some vic-
tims do not trust the police or have confidence in their
ability to solve crimes. Others do not have property insur-
ance and therefore believe it is useless to report theft. In
other cases, victims fear reprisals from an offender’s
friends or family or, in the case of family violence, from
their spouse, boyfriend, and/or girlfriend.°

According to surveys of crime victims, less than 40
percent of all criminal incidents are reported to the police.
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Figure 2.1 Crime Clearances: Crimes Cleared by Arrest

Percentage of Part | crimes cleared by arrest
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Source: FBI, Crime in the United States, 2006, www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius2006/offenses/clearances/ (accessed June 26, 2008).

Some of these victims justify not reporting by stating that
the incident was “a private matter,” that “nothing could be
done,” or that the victimization was “not important
enough.”” These findings indicate that the UCR data may
significantly underreport the total number of annual
criminal events.

Law enforcement practices. The way police departments
record and report criminal and delinquent activity also
affects the validity of UCR statistics. Some police depart-
ments define crimes loosely—reporting a trespass as a
burglary or an assault on a woman as an attempted
rape—whereas others pay strict attention to FBI guide-
lines. These reporting practices may help explain inter-
jurisdictional differences in crime.® Arson is seriously
underreported because many fire departments do not
report to the FBI, and those that do define many fires that
may well have been set by arsonists as “accidental” or
“spontaneous.”

Some local police departments make systematic errors
in UCR reporting. They may count an arrest only after a
formal booking procedure, although the UCR requires
arrests to be counted even if the suspect is released with-
out a formal charge. One survey of arrests found an error
rate of about 10 percent in every Part I offense category. ™
More serious allegations claim that in some cases police
officials may deliberately alter reported crimes to improve
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their departments public image. Police administrators
interested in lowering the crime rate may falsify crime
reports by classifying a burglary as a nonreportable tres-
pass.'" An audit of the Atlanta Police Department, which
included confidential interviews with police officers, con-
cluded that the department consistently underreported
crimes for years. The reason? To improve the citys image
for tourism."

Ironically, boosting police efficiency and professional-
ism may actually help increase crime rates: as people
develop confidence in the police, they may be more moti-
vated to report crime. A New York City police program
provided special services (such as follow-up visits and
education) to a select sample of domestic violence vic-
tims."® Evaluation of the program showed that house-
holds that received the extra attention were more likely to
report new incidences of violence than those that received
no special services. Although it is possible that the follow-
ups encouraged violence, a more realistic assessment is
that the interventions increased citizens’ confidence in the
ability of the police to handle domestic assaults and
encouraged greater crime reporting.

Higher crime rates may occur when police adopt
more sophisticated computer technology and hire better-
educated, better-trained employees. Crime rates also may
be altered based on the way law enforcement agencies
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A PAIN IN THE GLASS

From 1997 to 2005, Ronald and Mary Evano turned dining
in restaurants into a profitable albeit illegal scam. They used
the “waiter, there is glass in my food” ruse in restaurants
and supermarkets stretching from Boston to Washington,
D.C. While crude, their efforts paid big dividends. They
allegedly swindled insurance companies out of $200,000
and conned a generous helping of food establishments
and hospitals along the way. And to top it off, in order to
look authentic, the Evanos actually did eat glass.

How did the Evanos pull off their scam? After ordering
or buying food at restaurants, hotel bars, or supermarkets,
either Ronald or May would “discover” glass in his or her
food. They would then complain of the incident to man-
agement and fill out a report.

After leaving the food establishment, they would check
into the emergency room at the local hospital complaining
of severe stomach pain. After presenting fake IDs and
Social Security cards to hospital staff, they’d allow doctors
to examine them. In some cases, x-rays would show actual
pieces of glass in their stomachs (but none of it came from
the food they purchased). Once released from the hospital,

process UCR data. As the number of employees assigned
to dispatching, record keeping, and criminal incident
reporting increases, so too will national crime rates. What
appears to be a rising crime rate may be simply an artifact
of improved police record-keeping ability.**

. Methodological issues. Methodological issues also contrib-

ute to questions pertaining to the UCRS validity. The most
frequent issues include the following:

No federal crimes are reported.

Reports are voluntary and vary in accuracy and
completeness.

Not all police departments submit reports.
The FBI uses estimates in its total crime projections.

If an offender commits multiple crimes, only the
most serious is recorded. Thus, if a narcotics addict
rapes, robs, and murders a victim, only the murder
is recorded. Consequently, many lesser crimes go
unrecorded.

Each act is listed as a single offense for some crimes
but not for others. If a man robs six people in a bar,
the offense is listed as one robbery; but if he assaults

the couple would continue getting medical treatment for
stomach pain. After racking up several thousand dollars in
bills, they would file an insurance claim for their extensive
“pain and suffering.”

The scheme unraveled when the Insurance Fraud
Bureau of Massachusetts noticed a pattern of glass-eating
claims in the state. The private industry organization even-
tually realized that most claims were being filed by the
same couple and contacted federal authorities who then
traced the couple’s trail of insurance fraud across three
states and the District of Columbia.

On March 16, 2006, the Evanos were indicted on mail
fraud, identity theft, Social Security fraud, and making false
statements on health care matters. Ronald was arrested
less than a month later, but Mary—his partner in crime—is
still on the lam.

Sources: Department of Justice Press Release, “Man Arrested in Glass-Eating
Fraud Scheme,” http://boston.fbi.gov/dojpressrel/pressrel06/evanoranald_
indict.htm (accessed June 25, 2008); Federal Bureau of Investigation,
“Bizarre Meal Ticket: The Couple Who Ate Glass,” November 8, 2006,
www.fbi.gov/page2/nov06/glass110806.htm (accessed June 25, 2008);
“Mass. Couple Charged in Glass-Eating Insurance Fraud,” Insurance
Journal, April 17, 2006, www.insurancejournal.com/news/
€ast/2006/04/17/67327 htm (accessed June 25, 2008).

or murders them, it is listed as six assaults or six
murders.

Incomplete acts are lumped together with completed
ones.

Important differences exist between the FBIs defini-
tion of certain crimes and those used in a number
of states.”

In addition to these issues, the complex scoring
procedure used in the UCR program means that many
serious crimes are not counted. If during an armed bank
robbery, the robber strikes a teller with the butt of a hand-
gun, runs from the bank, and steals an automobile at the
curb, he has technically committed robbery, aggravated
assault, and motor vehicle theft, which are three Part I
offenses. However, the UCR only records the most serious
crime; hence, the robbery would be the only one recorded
in the UCR."

National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS)
Clearly there must be a more reliable source for crime statistics
than the UCR as it stands today. Beginning in 1982, a five-year
redesign effort was undertaken to provide more comprehensive
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and detailed crime statistics. The effort resulted in the National
Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS), a program that
collects data on each reported crime incident. Instead of submit-
ting statements of the kinds of crime that individual citizens
report to the police and summary statements of resulting arrests,
the new program requires local police agencies to provide at
least a brief account of each incident and arrest, including the
incident, victim, and offender information. Under NIBRS, law
enforcement authorities provide information to the FBI on each
criminal incident involving forty-six specific offenses, including
the eight Part I crimes, that occur in their jurisdiction; arrest
information on the forty-six offenses plus eleven lesser offenses
is also provided in NIBRS. These expanded crime categories
include numerous additional crimes, such as blackmail, embez-
zlement, drug offenses, and bribery; this allows a national data-
base on the nature of crime, victims, and criminals to be
developed. Other collected information includes statistics gath-
ered by federal law enforcement agencies, as well as data on hate
or bias crimes. When fully implemented NIBRS will provide:

Expansion of the number of offense categories included

Detail on individual crime incidents (offenses, offenders,
victims, property, and arrests)

Linkage between arrests and clearances to specific incidents
or offenses

Inclusion of all offenses in an incident rather than only the
most serious offense

The ability to distinguish between attempted and com-
pleted crimes

Linkages between offense, offender, victim, property,
and arrestee variables that permit examination of
interrelationships'’

Thus far more than 20 states have implemented the
NIBRS program, and 12 others are in the process of finalizing
their data collections. When this program is fully implemented
and adopted across the nation, it should bring about greater
uniformity in cross-jurisdictional reporting and improve the
accuracy of official crime data. Whether it can capture cases
missing in the UCR remains to be seen.'®

PRIMARY SOURCES OF
CRIME DATA: SURVEY
RESEARCH

The second primary source of crime/victimization measurement
is through surveys in which people are asked about their atti-
tudes, beliefs, values, characteristics, as well as their experiences
with crime and victimization.

Surveys typically involve sampling, which refers to the pro-
cess of selecting for study a limited number of subjects who are
representative of entire groups sharing similar characteristics,
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called the population. To understand the social forces that
produce crime, a criminologist might interview a sample of
3,000 prison inmates drawn from the population of more than
2 million inmates in the United States. It is assumed that the
characteristics of people or events in a carefully selected sample
will be quite similar to those of the population at large. If the
sampling was done correctly, the responses of the 3,000 inmates
should represent the entire population of U.S. inmates.

In some circumstances criminologists may want the
survey to be representative of all members of society; this is
referred to as a cross-sectional survey. A survey of all stu-
dents who attend the local public high school would be
considered a cross-sectional survey since all members of
the community, both rich and poor, male and female, go to
high school. Cross-sectional surveys are useful and cost-
effective technique for measuring the characteristics of
large numbers of people:

Because questions and methods are standardized for all
subjects, responses are unaffected by the perceptions or
biases of the person gathering the data.

Carefully drawn samples enable researchers to generalize
their findings from small groups to large populations.

Though surveys measure subjects at a single point in their
life span, questions can elicit information on subjects’ past
behavior as well as expectations of future behaviors."

The National Crime Victimization
Survey (NCVS)

Because more than half of all victims do not report their
experiences to the police, the UCR cannot measure all the
annual criminal activity. To address the nonreporting issue,
the federal government’s Bureau of Justice Statistics sponsors
the National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS), a com-
prehensive, nationwide survey of victimization in the United
States. Begun in 1973, the NCVS provides a detailed picture of
crime incidents, victims, and trends.*°

a connections

Victim surveys provide information not only about criminal inci-
dents that have occurred but also about the individuals who
are most at risk of falling victim to crime, and where and when
they are most likely to become victimized. Data from recent
NCVS surveys will be used in Chapter 3 to draw a portrait of
the nature and extent of victimization in the United States.

How is the NCVS conducted? At the present time, about
76,000 households and 135,300 individuals age 12 or older are
interviewed for the NCVS. Households stay in the sample for
three years. New households are rotated into the sample on an
ongoing basis. The NCVS collects information on crimes suf-
fered by individuals and households, whether or not those
crimes were reported to law enforcement. It estimates the pro-
portion of each crime type reported to law enforcement, and
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it summarizes the reasons that victims give for reporting or not
reporting. In 1993, the survey was redesigned to provide
detailed information on the frequency and nature of the crimes
of rape, sexual assault, personal robbery, aggravated and
simple assault, household burglary, theft, and motor vehicle
theft. In 2006, the techniques used were once again changed so
that results are not fully comparable to those in previous years
(see below for more on the changes).?!

The survey provides information about victims (age,
sex, race, ethnicity, marital status, income, and educational
level), offenders (sex, race, approximate age, and victim—
offender relationship), and the crimes (time and place of
occurrence, use of weapons, nature of injury, and economic
consequences). Questions also cover the experiences of vic-
tims with the criminal justice system, self-protective mea-
sures used by victims, and possible substance abuse by
offenders. Supplements are added periodically to the survey
to obtain detailed information on topics such as school
crime.

NCVS: Advantages and Problems The greatest advantage
of the NCVS over official data sources such as the UCR is that
it can estimate the total amount of annual crimes and not only
those that are reported to police. Nonreporting is a significant
issue: during 2006, only 49 percent of all violent victimiza-
tions and 38 percent of all property crimes were reported to
the police. As a result, the NCVS data provide a more complete
picture of the nation’s crime problem. Also, because some
crimes are significantly underreported, the NCVS is an indis-
pensable measure of their occurrence. Take for example the
crime of rape and sexual assault, of which only about 41 per-
cent of incidents are reported to police. The UCR shows that
in 2006 slightly more than 92,000 rapes or attempted rapes
occurred, as compared to the 270,000 uncovered by the
NCVS. In addition, the NCVS helps us understand why crimes
are not reported to police and whether the type and nature of
the criminal event influences whether the police will ever
know it occurred. With the crime of rape, research shows that
victims are much more likely to report rape if it is accompa-
nied by another crime such as robbery than they are if it is a
stand-alone event. Official data alone cannot provide that type
of information.*

While its utility and importance are unquestioned, the
NCVS may also suffer from some methodological problems. As
a result, its findings must be interpreted with caution. Among
the potential problems are the following:

Overreporting due to victims' misinterpretation of events. A
lost wallet may be reported as stolen or an open door may
be viewed as a burglary attempt.

Underreporting due to the embarrassment of reporting
crime to interviewers, fear of getting in trouble, or simply
forgetting an incident.

Inability to record the personal criminal activity of those

interviewed, such as drug use or gambling; murder is also
not included, for obvious reasons.

Sampling errors, which produce a group of respondents
who do not represent the nation as a whole.

Inadequate question format that invalidates responses.
Some groups, such as adolescents, may be particularly sus-
ceptible to error because of question format.*?

The Future of the NCVS For the past 30 years, the NCVS
(along with the UCR) has served as one of the two major indica-
tors of crime and victimization in the United States. It now faces
some important challenges. A recent analysis conducted by the
National Research Council found that its effectiveness has been
undermined by budget limitations.**

To keep going in spite of tight resources, the survey’s sample
size and methods of data collection have been altered. Although
the current sample size is valid for its purpose, victimization is
still a relatively rare event, so that when contacted many respon-
dents do not have incidents to report. Consequently the NCVS
now has to combine multiple years of data in order to comment
on change over time, which is less desirable than an annual
measure of year-to-year change.

Reflecting these issues, in 2006 significant changes were
made to the way the NCVS is collected so that victimization
estimates are not totally comparable to previous years. The
methodological changes included a new sampling method, a
change in the method of handling first-time interviews with
households, and a change in the method of interviewing. Some
selected areas were dropped from the sample while others were
added. Finally, computer-assisted personal interviewing (CAPT)
replaced paper and pencil interviewing (PAPI). While these
issues are critical, there is no substitute available that provides
national information on crime and victimization with extensive
detail on victims and the social context of the criminal event.

Self-Report Surveys

While the NCVS is designed to measure victimization directly
and criminal activity indirectly, participants in self-report
surveys are asked to describe, in detail, their recent and lifetime
participation in criminal activity. Self-reports are generally given
anonymously in groups, so that the people being surveyed are
assured that their responses will remain private and confidential.
Secrecy and anonymity are essential to maintain the honesty and
validity of responses. Self-report survey questions might ask:

How many times in the past year have you stolen some-
thing worth more than $50?

How many times in the past year did you hurt someone so
badly that they needed medical care?

How many times in the past year did you vandalize or
damage school property?

How many times in the past year did you use marijuana?
While most self-report studies have focused on juvenile
delinquency and youth crime, they can also be used to examine

the offense histories of select groups such as prison inmates,
drug users, and even police officers.*’
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I Self-report data can be used to gauge the extent of gang
membership in areas where gangs are not assumed to exist.
Here, Robert Ryales (front) and Thaddeus Manzano, both 16,
stand in the front door of Ryales’s house in A Pocono Country
Place, a gated community near Tobyhanna, Pennsylvania. A few
doors down, police say a reputed Crip gang member stabbed
a reputed Blood gang member. Authorities say gang members
from New York City and its suburbs have quietly taken up
residence in some of the private, gated communities of the
Poconos, where they can stake out new drug turf with little
interference from municipal or state police.

In addition to crime-related items, most self-report surveys
also contain questions about attitudes, values, and behaviors.
There may be questions about a participants substance abuse
history and their family relations, such as, “Did your parents ever
strike you with a stick or a belt?” By correlating the responses,
criminologists are able to analyze the relationship between per-
sonal factors and criminal behaviors. Statistical analysis of the
responses can be used to determine whether people who report
being abused as children are also more likely to use drugs as
adults. When psychologist Christiane Brems and her associates
used this approach to collect data from 274 women and
556 men receiving drug detoxification services, they found that
20 percent of men and more than 50 percent of women reported
childhood physical or sexual abuse. Individuals who self-report
an abuse history also reported earlier age of onset of drinking,
more problems associated with use of alcohol/drugs, more severe
psychopathology, and more lifetime arrests.*®

Self-Report Patterns One of the most important sources of
self-report data is the Monitoring the Future (MTF) study, which
researchers at the University of Michigan Institute for Social
Research (ISR) have been conducting annually since 1978. This
national survey typically involves more than 2,500 high school
seniors.”” The MTF is considered the national standard to mea-
sure substance abuse trends among American teens.
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connections

MTF data on patterns and trends in teenage substance abuse
will be analyzed in Chapter 13. Despite public perception to
the contrary, teen drug use seems to be on the decline.

The MTF data indicate that the number of people who
break the law is far greater than the number projected by
official statistics. Almost everyone questioned is found to
have violated a law at some time, including truancy, alco-
hol abuse, false ID use, shoplifting or larceny under $50,
fighting, marijuana use, and damage to the property of
others. Furthermore, self-reports dispute the notion that
criminals and delinquents specialize in one type of crime
or another; offenders seem to engage in a mixed bag of
crime and deviance.?®

Validity of Self-Reports Critics of self-report studies fre-
quently suggest that it is unreasonable to expect people to can-
didly admit illegal acts. This is especially true of those with
official records, who may be engaging in the most criminality. At
the same time, some people may exaggerate their criminal acts,
forget some of them, or be confused about what is being asked.
Some surveys contain an overabundance of trivial offenses, such
as shoplifting small items or using false identification to obtain
alcohol, often lumped together with serious crimes to form a
total crime index. Consequently, comparisons between groups
can be highly misleading.

The “missing cases” phenomenon is also a concern. Even if
90 percent of a school population voluntarily participate in a
self-report study, researchers can never be sure whether the few
who refuse to participate or are absent that day comprise a sig-
nificant portion of the schools population of persistent high-
rate offenders. Research indicates that offenders with the most
extensive prior criminality are also the most likely “to be poor
historians of their own crime commission rates.” Tt is also
unlikely that the most serious chronic offenders in the teenage
population are willing to cooperate with criminologists admin-
istering self-report tests.*® Institutionalized youths, who are not
generally represented in the self-report surveys, are not only
more delinquent than the general youth population, but are also
considerably more misbehaving than the most delinquent
youths identified in the typical self-report survey.*! Consequen-
tly, self-reports may measure only nonserious, occasional delin-
quents while ignoring hard-core chronic offenders who may be
institutionalized and unavailable for self-reports.

I connections

Criminologists suspect that a few high-rate offenders are respon-
sible for a disproportionate share of all serious crime. Results
would be badly skewed if even a few of these chronic offenders
were absent or refused to participate in schoolwide self-report
surveys. For more on chronic offenders, see the Chronic
Offenders/Criminal Careers section near the end of this chapter.
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Finally, there is evidence that reporting accuracy differs
among racial, ethnic, and gender groups. It is possible that some
groups are more worried about image than others and less will-
ing to report crime, deviance, and/or victimization for fear that
it would make them or their group look bad. Take these cases,
for instance:

One recent study found that while girls were usually
more willing than boys to disclose drug use, Latino girls
significantly underreport their drug usage. Such gender-
and ethnic-based differences in reporting might provide a
skewed and inaccurate portrait of criminal and/or delin-
quent activity—in this case, the self-report data would
falsely show that Latino girls use fewer drugs than other
females >

African Americans have been found to be less willing to
report traffic stops than Caucasians, a phenomenon that
prevents accurate assessments of racial profiling by police.
Because Black motorists are reluctant to report traffic stops,
it is possible that the “driving while black” phenomenon is
worse than research surveys indicate.*

To address these criticisms, various techniques have been
used to verify self-report data.®* The “known group” method
compares youths who are known to be offenders with those
who are not to see whether the former report more delinquency.
Research shows that when kids are asked if they have ever been
arrested or sent to court their responses accurately reflect their
true life experiences.”

While these studies are supportive, self-report data must
be interpreted with some caution. Asking subjects about their
past behavior may capture more serious crimes but miss minor
criminal acts—for instance, people remember armed robber-
ies and rapes better than they do minor assaults and alterca-
tions.*® Inaddition, some classes of offenders, such as substance
abusers, may have a tough time accounting for their prior
misbehavior.”’

Evaluating the Primary
Sources of Crime Data

The UCR, NCVS, and self-reports are the standard sources of
data used by criminologists to track trends and patterns in the
crime rate. Each has its own strengths and weaknesses. The
UCR contains information on the number and characteristics
of people arrested, information that the other data sources
lack. Some recent research indicates that for serious crimes,
such as drug trafficking, arrest data can provide a meaningful
measure of the level of criminal activity in a particular neigh-
borhood environment, which no other data sources can pro-
vide. Tt is also the source of information on particular crimes
such as murder, which the other data sources cannot pro-
vide.*® Tt remains the standard unit of analysis upon which
most criminological research is based. However, UCR data
omit many criminal incidents that victims choose not to
report to police, and they are subject to the reporting caprices
of individual police departments.

DATA COLLECTION METHODS

Uniform Crime Report

Data are collected from records from police departments
across the nation, crimes reported to police, and arrests.

Strengths of the UCR are that it measures homicides and
arrests, and is a consistent, national sample.

Weaknesses of the UCR are that it omits crimes not reported
to police, omits most drug usage, and contains reporting
€rrors.

National Crime Victimization Survey

Data are collected from a large national survey.

Strengths of the NCVS are that it includes crimes not
reported to the police, uses careful sampling techniques, and
is a yearly survey.

Weaknesses of the NCVS are that it relies on victims'
memory and honesty, and it omits substance abuse.

Self-Report Surveys

Data are collected from confidential/anonymous surveys.

Strengths of self-report surveys are that they include
nonreported crimes, substance abuse, and offenders’
personal information.

Weaknesses of self-report surveys are that they rely on the
honesty of offenders and omit offenders who refuse or are
unable to participate and who may be the most deviant.

The NCVS includes unreported crime and important
information on the personal characteristics of victims.
However, the data consist of estimates made from relatively
limited samples of the total U.S. population, so that even
narrow fluctuations in the rates of some crimes can have a
major impact on findings. They also rely on personal recol-
lections that may be inaccurate. However, the NCVS does
not include data on important crime patterns, including
murder and drug abuse.

Self-report surveys can provide information on the per-
sonal characteristics of offenders—such as their attitudes,
values, beliefs, and psychological profiles—that is unavailable
from any other source. Yet, at their core, self-reports rely on the
honesty of criminal offenders and drug abusers, a population
not generally known for accuracy and integrity.

Although their tallies of crimes are certainly not in sync, the
crime patterns and trends they record are often quite similar (see
Concept Summary 2.1).%” Each of the sources of crime data
agree about the personal characteristics of serious criminals
(such as age and gender) and where and when crime occurs
(such as urban areas, nighttime, and summer months). In addi-
tion, the problems inherent in each source are consistent over
time. Therefore, even if the data sources are incapable of provid-
ing an exact, precise, and valid count of crime at any given time,
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they are reliable indicators of changes and fluctuations in yearly
crime rates.

4 wwww Go to academic.cengage.com/criminaljustice/siegel to
learn more about the following services:

The Bureau of Justice Statistics
The National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS)

The Princeton University Survey Research Center, one
of a number of academic institutes devoted to survey
research

Monitoring the Future

SECONDARY SOURCES
OF CRIME DATA

In addition to these main sources of crime data, a number of
other techniques are used by criminologists to gather data on
specific crime problems and trends, to examine the lives of
criminal offenders, and to assess the effectiveness of crime con-
trol efforts.

Cohort Research

Cohort research involves observing a group of people who
share a like characteristic over time. For example, researchers
might select all girls born in Albany, New York, in 1970 and
then follow their behavior patterns for 20 years. The research
data might include their school experiences, arrests, hospitaliza-
tions, and information about their family life (divorces, parental
relations). The subjects might be given repeated intelligence and
physical exams; their diets might be monitored.

Data may be collected directly from subjects during inter-
views and meetings with family members. Criminologists might
also examine records of social organizations, such as hospitals,
schools, welfare departments, courts, police departments, and
prisons. School records contain data on students’ academic per-
formance, attendance, intelligence, disciplinary problems, and
teacher ratings. Hospitals record incidents of drug use and sus-
picious wounds, which may be indicative of child abuse. Police
files contain reports of criminal activity, arrest data, personal
information on suspects, victim reports, and actions taken by
police officers. Court records enable researchers to compare the
personal characteristics of offenders with the outcomes of their
court appearances, conviction rates, and types of sentence.
Prison records contain information on inmates’ personal char-
acteristics, adjustment problems, disciplinary records, rehabili-
tation efforts, and length of sentence served. If the cohort is
carefully drawn, it may be possible to determine which life
experiences produce criminal careers.

Because it is extremely difficult, expensive, and time-
consuming to follow a cohort over time, another approach is to
take an intact cohort from the past and collect data from their
educational, family, police, and hospital records. This format is
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known as a retrospective cohort study.* For example, a cohort
of girls who were in grade school in 1980 could be selected from
school attendance records. A criminologist might then acquire
their police and court records over the proceeding two decades
to determine (a) which ones developed a criminal record and
(b) whether school achievement predicts adult criminality.

connections

Some critical criminological research has been based on
cohort studies, such as the important research conducted by
University of Pennsylvania criminologist Marvin Wolfgang and
his colleagues. Their findings have been instrumental in devel-
oping an understanding about the onset and development of
a criminal career. Wolfgang's cohort research, which is dis-
cussed later in this chapter, helped identify the chronic crimi-
nal offender.

Experimental Research

Sometimes criminologists are able to conduct controlled
experiments to collect data on the cause of crime. They may
wish to directly test whether (a) watching a violent TV show
will (b) cause viewers to act aggressively. This test requires
experimental research. To conduct experimental research,
criminologists manipulate or intervene in the lives of their
subjects to see the outcome or the effect of the intervention.
True experiments usually have three elements: (1) random
selection of subjects, (2) a control or comparison group, and
(3) an experimental condition. Using this approach to find out
the effects of viewing violent media content, a criminologist
might have one group of randomly chosen subjects watch an
extremely violent and gory film (such as Hostel or Saw) while
another randomly selected group views something more
mellow (such as The Princess Diaries or Wall-E). If the sub-
jects who watched the violent film were significantly more
aggressive than those who watched the nonviolent film, an
association between media content and behavior would be
supported. The fact that both groups were randomly selected
would prevent some preexisting condition from invalidating
the results of the experiment.

Because it is sometimes impossible to randomly select sub-
jects or manipulate conditions, criminologists may be forced to
rely on what is known as a quasi-experimental design. A crimi-
nologist may want to measure whether kids who were abused
as children are more likely to become violent as teens. Of course,
it is impossible to randomly select youth, assign them to two
independent groups, and then purposely abuse members of one
group in order to gauge their reactions. To get around this
dilemma, a criminologist may follow a group of kids who were
abused and compare them with a matched group who, though
similar in every other respect, were never abused, in order to
discover if the battered kids were more likely to become violent
teens. Because the subjects were not randomly assigned, it is
impossible to know whether there was something in the abused
group that made them more crime prone than the kids who
were not abused.
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I Sometimes criminologists focus their research on relatively
few subjects, interviewing them in depth or observing them
as they go about their activities. Doreen McGloughlin, a
convicted cocaine user and dealer, talks about how she spent a
large part of her life on cocaine and how in prison she got a
lucky break when she was moved from the state women'’s
prison in Framingham, Massachusetts, to a treatment program
known as Women in Transition in Salisbury, Massachusetts.

True criminological experiments are relatively rare because
they are difficult and expensive to conduct; they involve manip-
ulating subjects’ lives, which can cause ethical and legal road-
blocks; and they require long follow-up periods to verify results.
Nonetheless, they have been an important source of crimino-
logical data.

Observational and Interview
Research

Sometimes criminologists focus their research on relatively few
subjects, interviewing them in depth or observing them as they
go about their activities. This research often results in the kind
of in-depth data absent in large-scale surveys. In one such effort
Claire Sterk-Elifson focused on the lives of middle-class female
drugabusers.*! The 34 interviews she conducted provide insight
into a group whose behavior might not be captured in a large-
scale survey. Sterk-Elifson found that these women were intro-
duced to cocaine at first “just for fun” “I do drugs,” one
34-year-old lawyer told her, “because I like the feeling. I would
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never let drugs take over my life.”* Unfortunately, many of
these subjects succumbed to the power of drugs and suffered
both emotional and financial stress.

Another common criminological method is to observe
criminals firsthand to gain insight into their motives and activi-
ties. This may involve going into the field and participating in
group activities, as was done in sociologist William Whyte’s
famous study of a Boston gang, Street Corner Society.” Other
observers conduct field studies but remain in the background,
observing but not being part of the ongoing activity.**

Meta-Analysis and
Systematic Review

Meta-analysis involves gathering data from a number of previ-
ous studies. Compatible information and data are extracted and
pooled together. When analyzed, the grouped data from several
different studies provide a more powerful and valid indicator of
relationships than the results provided from a single study. A
systematic review is another widely accepted means of evalu-
ating the effectiveness of public policy interventions. It involves
collecting the findings from previously conducted scientific
studies that address a particular problem, appraising and syn-
thesizing the evidence, and using the collective evidence to
address a particular scientific question.

Through these well-proven techniques, criminologists can
identify what is known and what is not known about a particu-
lar problem and use the findings as a first step for carrying out
new research. Criminologists David Farrington and Brandon
Welsh used a systematic review and meta-analysis to study the
effects of street lighting on crime.” After identifying and analyz-
ing thirteen relevant studies, Farrington and Welsh found evi-
dence showing that neighborhoods that improve their street
lighting do in fact experience a reduction in crime rates. Their
findings should come as no great surprise. It seems logical that
well-lit streets would have fewer robberies and thefts because (a)
criminals could not conceal their efforts under the cover of
darkness, and (b) potential victims could take evasive action if
they saw a suspicious-looking person lurking about. However,
the analysis produced an unusual finding: improving lighting
caused the crime rate to go down during the day just as much
as it did during the night! Obviously, the crime-reducing effect
of streetlights had little to do with illuminating the streets.
Farrington and Welsh speculate that improved street lighting
increases community pride and solidarity, and the result of this
newfound community solidarity is a lowered crime rate, during
both the day and evening.

Data Mining

A relatively new criminological technique, data mining, uses
multiple advanced computational methods, including artificial
intelligence (the use of computers to perform logical functions),
to analyze large data sets usually involving one or more data
sources. The goal is to identify significant and recognizable pat-
terns, trends, and relationships that are not easily detected
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I Figure 2.2 Violent Crime in Providence, Rhode Island
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through traditional analytical techniques alone.*® Criminologists
then use this information for various purposes, such as the pre-
diction of future events or behaviors.

Data mining might be employed to help a police depart-
ment allocate resources to combat crime based on offense pat-
terns. To determine if such a pattern exists, a criminologist
might employ data mining techniques with a variety of sources,
including calls for service data, crime or incident reports, wit-
ness statements, suspect interviews, tip information, telephone
toll analysis, or Internet activity.

Data mining permits proactive or “risk-based” deployment
of police resources, a procedure that can increase public safety
by optimizing the allocation of resources. For example,
Richmond, Virginia, has experienced frequent random gunfire
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on New Years Eve that has long presented a challenge to local
law enforcement agencies. Through the use of data mining, the
Richmond Police Department identified and targeted locations
associated with increased random gunfire during the previous
New Year’s Eve holiday and deployed additional police resources
to these areas. The results were extremely positive: there was a
49 percent reduction in the number of random gunfire com-
plaints, with a concomitant increase in seized weapons of 246
percent. Using data mining to target resources, the Richmond
Police Department required fewer police personnel than origi-
nally anticipated, which permitted the release of approximately
50 sworn employees. Data mining yielded a cost savings of
approximately $15,000 during the eight-hour initiative. The
Richmond Police Department’s initiative demonstrated the
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ability to do more with less through the use of data mining and
risk-based deployment strategies in the public safety arena.*’

Crime Mapping

Criminologists are now using crime maps to create graphic rep-
resentations of the spatial geography of crime. Computerized
crime maps allow criminologists to analyze and correlate a wide
array of data to create immediate, detailed visuals of crime pat-
terns. The most simple maps display crime locations or concen-
trations and can be used, for example, to help law enforcement
agencies increase the effectiveness of their patrol efforts. More
complex maps can be used to chart trends in criminal activity.
For example, criminologists might be able to determine if cer-
tain neighborhoods in a city have significantly higher crime
rates than others—so-called “hot spots” of crime.” Figure 2.2
illustrates a typical crime map.

One innovative mapping program, CATCH—the Crime
Analysis Tactical Clearing House—is a federal program that sup-
ports local law enforcement agencies in analyzing crime series
and patterns. The CATCH staff use a number of crime mapping
and analysis software applications and techniques to help agen-
cies analyze identified crime series. CATCH is based on next-
event forecasting, which differs from geographic profiling.
Geographic profiling analyzes the locations of a series of crimes
to determine where the offender most likely resides. Next-event
forecasting looks at where previous crimes occurred to predict
where the next crime will happen. So far CATCH has had several
successes. In one case, the Savannah-Chatham, Georgia, police
department was baffled by a series of nine kidnappings and
rapes. CATCH staff mapped the crime locations along with other
variables and created a timeline. Because the victims were kid-
napped and then taken to isolated locations and assaulted, the
mapping was complex. Using movement-analysis techniques,
CATCH team members projected probable locations where the
offender had targeted the victims and provided a list of recom-
mendations for disrupting the series. These forecasts and recom-
mendations backed up conclusions by the Savannah authorities,
who initiated a public awareness campaign about the crimes. The

I Figure 2.3 Crime Rate Trends
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Savannah-Chatham police department arrested the offender fol-
lowing an attack in an area targeted for increased surveillance.*

CRIME TRENDS

Crime is not new to this century.”® Studies have indicated that a
gradual increase in the crime rate, especially in violent crime,
occurred from 1830 to 1860. Following the Civil War, this rate
increased significantly for about fifteen years. Then, from 1880
up to the time of the First World War, with the possible excep-
tion of the years immediately preceding and following the war,
the number of reported crimes decreased. After a period of read-
justment, the crime rate steadily declined until the Depression
(about 1930), when another crime wave was recorded. As mea-
sured by the UCR, crime rates increased gradually following the
1930s until the 1960s, when the growth rate became much
greater. The homicide rate, which had actually declined from
the 1930s to the 1960s, also began a sharp increase that contin-
ued through the 1970s.

By 1991 police recorded about 14.6 million crimes. Since
then the number of crimes has been in decline; in 2006 about
11.4 million crimes were reported to the police. Figure 2.3 illus-
trates crime rate trends between 1960 and the first six months
of 2007, the last data available. As the figure shows, there has
been a significant downward trend in the rate of crime for more
than a decade. Even teenage criminality, a source of national
concern, has been in decline during this period, decreasing
by about one-third over the past 20 years.”! The factors that
help explain the upward and downward movements in crime
rates are discussed in The Criminological Enterprise feature
“Explaining Crime Trends.”

Trends in Violent Crime

The violent crimes reported by the FBI include murder, rape,

assault, and robbery. About 1.4 million violent crimes are now

being reported to police. The estimated rate of violent crime was
474 per 100,000 inhabitants (a 1 percent
increase when the 2006 and 2005 rates
were compared).

Nationwide, there were an estimated
1,417,745 violent crimes reported in
2006.

Of the violent crimes, the esti-
mated number of murders and
nonnegligent manslaughters
increased 2 percent, and the esti-
mated number of robberies increased
7 percent in 2006 when compared
with 2005 data. The estimated
number of aggravated assaults
decreased 0.2 percent, and the esti-
mated number of forcible rapes
declined 2 percent.”

I I
2000 2008
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EXPLAINING CRIME
TRENDS

Crime experts have identified a variety of
social, economic, personal, and demo-
graphic factors that influence crime rate
trends. Although crime experts are still
uncertain about how these factors impact
these trends, directional change seems

to be associated with changes in crime
rates.

Age Structure of Society
Because teenagers have extremely high
crime rates, crime experts view change in
the age structure of society as having a
significant influence on crime trends. As
a general rule, the crime rate follows the
proportion of teens in the population:
more kids, more crime! And because
adolescents who commit a lot of crime
early in childhood are also the ones most
likely to continue to commit crime into
adulthood, the more children in the pop-
ulation, the greater the likelihood of
having a significant number of persistent
offenders.

With the “graying” of society in the
1980s and a decline in the birthrate, it is
not surprising that the overall crime rate
has been in decline. The number of juve-
niles should be increasing over the next
decade, and some crime experts fear that
this will signal a return to escalating
crime rates. However, the number of
senior citizens is also expanding, and
their presence in the population may
have a moderating effect on crime rates
(seniors do not commit much crime),
offsetting the effect of teens.

The State of the Economy
Crime rates may also be influenced by
changes in the economic environment.
The decline in the burglary rate over the
past decade may be explained in part by
the abundance and subsequent decline
in price of commonly stolen merchan-
dise such as DVD players, laptops, cell
phones, flat screen TVs, and digital cam-
eras. Improving home and commercial
security devices may also discourage
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would-be burglars, convincing them to
turn to other forms of crime such as theft
from motor vehicles. On the other hand,
new targets may increase crime rates:
subway crime increased in New York
when thieves began targeting people car-
rying iPods and expensive cell phones
such as the iPhone. While the association
between crime and the economy may
seem straightforward, there is still signifi-
cant debate over its direction and effect.
There are four different views on the
association between the economy and
crime rates:

1. Bad economy/increased crime rates.
When the economy turns down,
people who are underemployed or
unemployed will become motivated
to commit property crimes to obtain
desperately needed resources. In con-
trast, a strong economy, such as the
one we had in the 1990s, will bring
the crime rate down. When people
perceive that the economy is doing
well and that there is positive con-
sumer sentiment, the rate of property
crimes such as burglary, larceny, and
motor vehicle theft decline.

2. Good economy/higher crime rates.
A good economy requires that more
people be hired, including teens.
Unfortunately, some criminologists
believe that kids with after-school jobs
are more likely to engage in antisocial
activities. Since teens commit more
crimes than adults, increasing their
employment will have an adverse
effect on the overall crime rate.

3. Bad economy/lower crime rate.
During an economic downturn, not
only are fewer kids employed, but
their parents begin to lose their jobs
as well. Unemployed parents are at
home to supervise children and
guard their possessions. Because
there is less to spend, a poor econ-
omy reduces the number of valu-
ables worth stealing. Also, it seems
unlikely that law-abiding, middle-
aged workers will suddenly turn to a
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life of crime if they are laid off during
an economic downturn.

4. Crime and the economy are unre-
lated. It is also possible that the state
of the economy and crime rates are
unrelated. Research conducted by
Gary Kleck and Ted Chiricos shows
that the relationship between unem-
ployment and crime rates is insignifi-
cant. Unemployed people are not
likely to stick up gas stations, banks,
and drug stores, nor are they more
likely to engage in nonviolent prop-
erty crimes such as shoplifting, resi-
dential burglary; theft of motor vehicle
parts, and theft of automobiles,
trucks, and motorcycles.

One reason for all this confusion may
simply be methodological: measuring the
association between variables such as
jobs, the economy, and crime is often
quite difficult. There are significant eco-
nomic differences at the state, county,
community, and neighborhood level.
While people in one area of the city are
doing quite well, their neighbors living
in another part of town may be suffering
unemployment. Crime rates may even
vary by street, an association that is diffi-
cult to detect.

Abortion

In a controversial work, John J. Donohue
11T and Steven D. Levitt found empirical
evidence that the recent drop in the
crime rate can be attributed to the avail-
ability of legalized abortion. In 1973,
Roe v. Wade legalized abortion nation-
wide. Within a few years of Roe v. Wade,
more than 1 million abortions were
being performed annually, or roughly
one abortion for every three live births.
Donohue and Levitt suggest that the
crime rate drop, which began approxi-
mately eighteen years later in 1991, can
be tied to the fact that at that point the
first groups of potential offenders
affected by the abortion decision began
reaching the peak age of criminal activ-
ity. They find that states that legalized
abortion before the rest of the nation



were the first to experience decreasing
crime rates and that states with high
abortion rates have seen a greater fall in
crime since 1985.

It is possible that the link between
crime rates and abortion is the result of
two mechanisms: (1) selective abortion
on the part of women most at risk to
have children who would engage in
criminal activity, and (2) improved child-
rearing or environmental circumstances
caused by better maternal, familial, or
fetal care because women are having
fewer children. According to Donohue
and Levitt, if abortion were illegal, crime
rates might increase by 10 to 20 percent.
If these estimates are correct, legalized
abortion can explain about half of the
recent fall in crime. All else equal, the
researchers predict that crime rates will
continue to fall slowly for an additional
15 to 20 years as the full effects of legal-
ized abortion are gradually felt.

Guns

The availability of firearms may influence
the crime rate: as the number of guns in
the population increases, so do violent
crime rates. While some gun advocates
suggest that criminals who kill obtain
guns illegally and therefore are immune
from gun control efforts, recent (2007)
research by Matthew Miller and his asso-
ciates found that states with higher rates
of household firearm ownership had sig-
nificantly higher homicide victimization
rates of men, women, and children.
Contrary to popular belief, their findings
suggest that the household may be an
important source of firearms used to

kill men, women, and children in the
United States.

Handguns are especially dangerous if
they fall into the hands of teens. There is
evidence that more guns than ever before
are finding their way into the hands of
young people. Surveys of high school
students indicate that between 6 and 10
percent carry guns at least some of the
time. Guns also cause escalation in the
seriousness of crime. As the number of
gun-toting students increases, so too

does the seriousness of violent crime, as
a schoolyard fight turns into murder.

Gangs

Another factor that affects crime rates is
the explosive growth in teenage gangs.
Surveys indicate that there may be about
800,000 gang members in the United
States. Data collected by the National
Youth Gang Center show that gang
members are responsible for a large pro-
portion of all violent offenses committed
during the adolescent years:

I One study conducted with Rochester
gang members found that they
commit 68 percent of all adolescent
violent offenses reported to police
in that community.

I A Seattle survey found that gang
members (15 percent of the sample
surveyed) reported committing
85 percent of all adolescent robberies.

I A Denver study found that gang
members (14 percent of the sample)
reported committing 79 percent of
all serious violent adolescent
offenses reported to the police.

Boys who are members of gangs are
far more likely to possess guns than non-
gang members; criminal activity increases
when kids join gangs. According to
Alfred Blumstein, gangs involved in the
urban drug trade recruit juveniles
because they work cheaply, are immune
from heavy criminal penalties, and are
daring and willing to take risks. Arming
themselves for protection, these drug-
dealing children present a menace to
their community, which persuades
non-gang-affiliated neighborhood ado-
lescents to arm themselves as well. The
result is an arms race that produces an
increasing spiral of violence. As gangs
become more organized, so too does
their level of violence and drug dealing.

The decade-long decline in the crime
rate may be tied to changing gang values.
Some streetwise kids have told research-
ers that they now avoid gangs because of
the “younger brother syndrome”—they

have watched their older siblings or par-
ents caught in gangs or drugs and want
to avoid the same fate. However, there
has been a recent upswing in gang vio-
lence, a phenomenon that may herald an
overall increase in violent crime.

Drug Use

Some experts tie increases in the violent
crime rate between 1985 and 1993 to
the crack epidemic, which swept the
nations largest cities, and to drug-
trafficking gangs that fought over drug
turf. These well-armed gangs did not
hesitate to use violence to control terri-
tory, intimidate rivals, and increase
market share. As the crack epidemic sub-
sided, so too did the violence rates in
New York City and other metropolitan
areas where crack use was rampant.
Alfred Blumstein’ research helps define
what happened. He finds that the rapid
rise in violence between 1985 and 1993
was attributable largely to the recruitment
of young people, armed with handguns,
into the crack markets as replacements
for those sent to prison. When violent
crime declined between 1993 and 2000,
there was a significant drop in the
demand for crack by new users, and so
the young people were no longer
needed, but they could be absorbed into
the robust economy. A sudden increase
in drug use, on the other hand, may be a
harbinger of future increases in the crime
rate, especially if guns are easily obtained
and the economy is weak.

Media

Some experts argue that violent media
can influence the direction of crime
rates. As the availability of media with a
violent theme skyrocketed with the
introduction of home video players,
DVDs, cable TV, computer and video
games, and so on, so too did teen vio-
lence rates. According to Brad Bushman
and Craig Anderson, watching violence
on TV is correlated to aggressive behav-
iors, especially for people with a preexist-
ing tendency toward crime and violence.

(continued)
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(continued)

This conclusion is bolstered by research
showing that the more kids watch TV,
the more often they get into violent

encounters. Jeffrey Johnson and his asso-

ciates at Columbia University found that
14-year-old boys who watched less than
1 hour of TV per day later got into an
average of 9 fights resulting in injury. In
contrast, adolescent males watching

1 to 3 hours of TV per day got into an
average of 28 fights; those watching
more than 3 hours of TV got into an
average of 42 fights. Of those watching
1 to 3 hours per day, 22.5 percent later
engaged in violence, such as assaults or

robbery, in their adulthood; 28.8 percent
of kids who regularly watched more than

3 hours of TV in a 24-hour period
engaged in violent acts as adults.

Medical Technology

Some crime experts believe that the

presence and quality of health care can

have a significant impact on murder
rates. According to research conducted
by Anthony Harris and his associates,
murder rates would be up to five times
higher than they are today without
medical breakthroughs in treating
victims of violence developed over the
past forty years. They estimate that the
United States would suffer between
50,000 to 115,000 homicides per year
as opposed to the current number,

which has fluctuated at around 17,000.
Looking back more than forty years, they
found that the aggravated assault rate has
increased at a far higher pace than the
murder rate, a fact they attribute to the
decrease in mortality of violence victims
in hospital emergency rooms. The big
breakthrough occurred in the 1970s
when technology developed to treat
injured soldiers in Vietham was applied
to trauma care in the nations hospitals.
Since then, fluctuations in the murder
rate can be linked to the level and avail-
ability of emergency medical services.

Justice Policy
Some law enforcement experts have sug-
gested that a reduction in crime rates
may be attributed to adding large num-
bers of police officers and using them in
aggressive police practices that target
“quality of life” crimes such as panhan-
dling, graffiti, petty drug dealing, and loi-
tering. By showing that even the smallest
infractions will be dealt with seriously,
aggressive police departments may be
able to discourage potential criminals
from committing more serious crimes.
Michael White and his associates have
recently shown that cities employing
aggressive, focused police work
may be able to lower homicide rates in
the area.

It is also possible that tough laws
imposing lengthy prison terms on drug

dealers and repeat offenders can affect
crime rates. The fear of punishment may
inhibit some would-be criminals and
place a significant number of potentially
high-rate offenders behind bars, lowering
crime rates. As the nation’s prison popu-
lation has expanded, the crime rate has
fallen.

However, justice policy can some-
times backfire and actually lift crime
rates. Take for instance the long-term
effect of incarceration. The imprisonment
boom has resulted in more than
2 million people behind bars. While this
policy may take some dangerous offend-
ers off the street, eventually most get out.
About 600,000 inmates are now being
released each year, and many return back
to their communities without marketable
skills or resources. The number of releas-
ees will rise for the foreseeable future as
more and more sentences bestowed
during the high crime rate 1990s are
completed. The recidivism rate of
paroled inmates is quite high, averaging
about 40 percent for those released from
federal penitentiaries and 67 percent
for those released from state custody:.
Inmates reentering society may have a
significant effect on local crime rates.

Social and Cultural Conditions
Cultural macro-level conditions such as
the number of single-parent families,
high school dropout rates, racial conflict,

While these data are disturbing, it is too soon to tell whether
crime rates are once again increasing. Law enforcement agencies
throughout the nation reported a decrease of 2 percent in the
number of violent crimes in the first half of 2007 so it is possible
that the downward trend in violent crime is about to resume
once again.

Trends in Property Crime

The property crimes reported in the UCR include larceny, motor
vehicle theft, and arson. The estimated volume of property
crime decreased 2 percent in 2006 when compared with 2005
figures; the rate of property crime was 3,334 per 100,000
inhabitants (a 3 percent decline). Property crime rates have
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declined in recent years, though the drop has not been as dra-
matic as that experienced by the violent crime rate. Between
1995 and 2006, the total number of property crimes declined
more than 15 percent, and the property crime rate declined 25
percent. Preliminary 2007 data indicates that the property crime
rate has continued to fall so that the overall crime rate is still in
decline.

Trends in Victimization
Data (NCVS Findings)

According to the latest NCVS survey, during 2006, U.S. residents
age 12 and older experienced an estimated 25 million crimes of
violence and theft. Also during that year, the violent crime rate
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and the prevalence of teen pregnancies
exert a powerful influence on crime
rates. High levels of race- and ethnicity-
based income inequality have been
shown to impact on crime rates. Areas
where there is both intra- and intergroup
inequality experience more violent
crimes than neighborhoods in which
most residents are doing equally well.

Immigration

Immigration has become one of the most
controversial issues in American society
due in part to the belief that immigrants
have high crime rates and therefore
should be prevented from entering the
country. Contradicting such concern
have been data showing that immigrants
commit less crime and are far less likely
to be incarcerated than the native born.
Robert Sampson has found that immi-
grants are actually less violent than the
general population, especially when they
live in concentrated immigrant areas.
Sampson and his colleagues found that
Mexican immigrants experienced lower
rates of violence compared to their
native-born counterparts. Ramiro
Martinez and his colleagues examined
the influence on drug crimes and vio-
lence produced by recent immigration in
Miami and San Diego and found that
immigration has a negative effect on
overall levels of homicides and on drug-
related homicides specifically. This

research indicates that as the number of
immigrants in the population increases,
crime rates may decline.

CRITICAL THINKING

While crime rates have been declining in
the United States, they have been
increasing in Europe. Is it possible that
factors that correlate with crime rate
changes in the United States have little
utility in predicting changes in other cul-
tures? What other factors may increase
or reduce crime rates?

Sources: Robert Sampson and Lydia Bean, “Cultural
Mechanisms and Killing Fields: A Revised Theory of
Community-Level Racial Inequality,” in The Many
Colors of Crime: Inequalities of Race, Ethnicity, and
Crime in America, ed. Ruth D. Peterson, Lauren
Krivo, and John Hagan (New York: New York
University Press, 2006): 8-36; Ramiro Martinez, Jr.,
and Matthew Amie Nielsen, “Local Context and
Determinants of Drug Violence in Miami and San
Diego: Does Ethnicity and Immigration Matter?”
International Migration Review 38:131-157 (2004);
Scott Decker, Charles Katz, and Vincent Webb,
“Understanding the Black Box of Gang Organization:
Implications for Involvement in Violent Crime, Drug
Sales, and Violent Victimization, Crime and
Delinquency 54 (2008): 153-172; Robert Apel,
Shawn Bushway, Robert Brame, Amelia Haviland,
Daniel Nagin, and Ray Paternoster, “Unpacking the
Relationship between Adolescent Employment and
Antisocial Behavior: A Matched Samples
Comparison,” Criminology 45 (2007): 67-97;
Richard Rosenfeld, Robert Fornango, and Andres
Rengifo, “The Impact of Order-Maintenance Policing
on New York City Homicide and Robbery Rates:
1988-2001,” Criminology 45 (2007): 355-384;
John Hipp, “Income Inequality, Race, and Place:
Does the Distribution of Race and Class within

Neighborhoods Affect Crime Rates?” Criminology 45
(2007): 665—-697; National Youth Gang Center,
“What Proportion of Serious and Violent Crime Is
Attributable to Gang Members?” wwwiiir.com/nygc/
faq.htm#r50 (accessed June 26, 2008); Richard
Rosenfeld and Robert Fornango, “The Impact of
Economic Conditions on Robbery and Property
Crime: The Role of Consumer Sentiment,”
Criminology 45 (2007): 735-769; Martin Killias,
“The Opening and Closing of Breaches: A Theory on
Crime Waves, Law Creation and Crime Prevention,”
European Journal of Criminology 3 (2000): 11-31;
Matthew Miller, David Hemenway, and Deborah
Azrael, “State-Level Homicide Victimization Rates in
the U.S. in Relation to Survey Measures of
Household Firearm Ownership, 2001-2003,” Social
Science and Medicine 64 (2007), 656—-664; Alfred
Blumstein, “The Crime Drop in America: An
Exploration of Some Recent Crime Trends,” Journal
of Scandinavian Studies in Criminology and Crime
Prevention 7 (2006): 17-35; Thomas Arvanites and
Robert Defina, “Business Cycles and Street Crime,”
Criminology 44 (20006): 139-164; Gary Kleck and
Ted Chiricos, “Unemployment and Property Crime:
A Target-Specific Assessment of Opportunity and
Motivation as Mediating Factors,” Criminology 40
(2002): 649-680; Michael Brick, “An iPod Crime
Wave? How Terrible. On Second Thought . . .7,
New York Times, 2 May 2005; Steven Levitt,
“Understanding Why Crime Fell in the 1990s:

Four Factors That Explain the Decline and Six That
Do Not,” Journal of Economic Perspectives 18
(2004): 163-190; Jeffrey Johnson, Patricia Cohen,
Elizabeth Smailes, Stephanie Kasen, and Judith
Brook, “Television Viewing and Aggressive Behavior
During Adolescence and Adulthood,” Science 295
(2002): 2,468-2,471; Brad Bushman and Craig
Anderson, “Media Violence and the American
Public,” American Psychologist 56 (2001): 477—
489; Anthony Harris, Stephen Thomas, Gene
Fisher, and David Hirsch, “Murder and Medicine:
The Lethality of Criminal Assault 1960-1999,”
Homicide Studies 6 (2002): 128-167; John J.
Donohue and Steven D. Levitt, “The Impact of
Legalized Abortion on Crime,” Quarterly Journal of
Economics 116 (2001): 379-420.

was about 25 victimizations per 1,000 persons age 12 or older;
for property crimes it was 160 per 1,000 households.”

As Figures 2.4 and 2.5 show; like the official UCR data, the
NCVS indicates that the rate of both violent and property vic-
timizations has been in decline, stabilizing a bit in the past few
years.

Trends in Self-Reporting

Self-report results appear to be more stable than the UCR.
When the results of recent self-report surveys are compared
with various studies conducted over a 20-year period, a uni-
form pattern emerges: The use of drugs and alcohol increased
markedly in the 1970s, leveled off in the 1980s, and then

began to increase in the mid-1990s until 1997, when the use
of most drugs began to decline. Theft, violence, and damage-
related crimes seem more stable. Although a self-reported
crime wave has not occurred, neither has there been any visi-
ble reduction in self-reported criminality. Table 2.1 contains
data from the most recent (2007) Monitoring the Future
(MTF) survey. A surprising number of these typical teenagers
reported involvement in serious criminal behavior. About 13
percent reported hurting someone badly enough that the
victim needed medical care (7 percent said they did it more
than once); about 27 percent reported stealing something
worth less than $50, and another 9 percent stole some-
thing worth more than $50; 28 percent reported shoplifting;
13 percent reported damaged school property.
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I Figure 2.4 Trends in Violent Crime Victimizations
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Source: National Crime Victimization Survey, www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/
pdf/cv05.pdf (accessed June 26, 2008).

If the MTF data are accurate, the crime problem is
much greater than FBI data would lead us to believe. There
are approximately 40 million youths between the ages of 10
and 18. Extrapolating from the MTF findings, this group
accounts for more than 100 percent of all theft offenses
reported in the UCR. More than 3 percent of the students
said they used a knife or a gun in a robbery. At this rate,
high school students commit 1.2 million armed robberies
per year. In comparison, the UCR tallied about 230,000
armed robberies for all age groups. Over the past decade,
the MTF surveys indicate that, with a few exceptions, self-
reported participation in theft, violence, and damage-related

I Table 2.1 Survey of Criminal Activity of High School Seniors, 2007

Percentage Engaging in Offenses

Committed at

Crime Least Once
Set fire on purpose 2
Damaged school property 6
Damaged work property 3
Auto theft 3
Auto part theft 2
Break and enter 12
Theft, less than $50 12
Theft, more than $50 5
Shoplift 1
Gang fight 9
Hurt someone badly enough to 6
require medical care

Used force or a weapon to steal 2
Hit teacher or supervisor 1
Participated in serious fight 7

Source: Monitoring the Future, 2006 (Ann Arbor, MI: Institute for Social Research, 2006).
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I Figure 2.5 Trends in Property Crime Victimizations
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Source: National Crime Victimization Survey, www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/
pdf/cv05.pdf (accessed June 26, 2008).

crimes seems to be more stable than the trends reported in
the UCR arrest data.

What the Future Holds

It is risky to speculate about the future of crime trends because
current conditions can change rapidly, but some criminologists
believe that crime rates may eventually rise as the number of
teens in the population increases.

Not all criminologists believe we are in for an age-driven
crime wave. Some, such as Steven Levitt, dispute the fact that
the population’s age makeup contributes as much to the crime
rate as others have suggested.”” Even if
teens commit more crime in the future,
he finds that their contribution may be
offset by the aging of the population,
which will produce a large number of
senior citizens and elderly, a group with
a relatively low crime rate.

Committed More Criminologists Darrell Steffensmeier

Than Once . .

and Miles Harer predict a much more

2 moderate increase in crime than previ-
> ously believed possible.” Steffensmeier
3 and Harer agree that the age structure of
2 society is one of the most important
2 determinants of crime rates, but they
13 believe the economy, technological
15 change, and social factors help moderate
> the crime rate.”® They note that American
14 culture is being transformed because
8 baby boomers, now in their late 50s and
> 60s, are exerting a significant influence
5 on the nation’s values and morals. As a
5 result, the narcissistic youth culture that
. stresses materialism is being replaced by

more moralistic cultural values.”” Positive
social values have a “contagion effect”;
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those held by the baby boomers will have an important influence
on the behavior of all citizens, even crime-prone teens. The result
may be a moderation in the potential growth of the crime rate.

Such prognostication is reassuring, but there is, of course,
no telling what changes are in store that may influence crime
rates either up or down. Technological developments such as
e-commerce on the Internet have created new classes of crime.
Concern about the environment in rural areas may produce a
rapid upswing in environmental crimes ranging from vandalism
to violence.”® A financial crisis or energy supply disruption may
have an impact on crime. Although crime rates have trended
downward, it is too early to predict that this trend will continue
into the foreseeable future.

A PR < R
CRIME PATTERNS

Criminologists look for stable crime rate patterns to gain insight
into the nature of crime. The cause of crime may be better
understood by examining the rate. If, for example, criminal sta-
tistics consistently show that crime rates are higher in poor
neighborhoods in large urban areas, then the cause of crime
would be linked to poverty and neighborhood decline. The link
between crime and economic factors would be broken if crime
rates are spread evenly across society, and were found to be
equal in both poor and affluent neighborhoods. If crime was
spread evenly across the social structure then its cause might be
linked to socialization, personality, intelligence, or some other
trait unrelated to class position or income. In this section we
examine traits and patterns that may influence the crime rate.

Crime rates peak during the summer months in most areas and then decline in

the fall and winter. A surveillance camera tape shows David Willingham (right)
and Megan Franklin as they rob a convenience store in Tucson, Arizona, in August
2005. The couple, who robbed the store while wearing clown suits, was sentenced
to three years in prison each. What does this seasonal effect tell us about the cause
of crime?

The Ecology of Crime

Patterns in the crime rate seem to be linked to temporal and
ecological factors. Some of the most important of these are dis-
cussed here.

Day, Season, and Climate Most reported crimes occur
during the warm summer months of July and August. During
the summer, teenagers, who usually have the highest crime
levels, are out of school and have greater opportunity to
commit crime. People spend more time outdoors during warm
weather, making themselves easier targets. Similarly, homes
are left vacant more often during the summer, making them
more vulnerable to property crimes. Two exceptions to this
trend are murders and robberies, which occur frequently in
December and January (although rates are also high during
the summer).

Crime rates also may be higher on the first day of the month
than at any other time. Government welfare and Social Security
checks arrive at this time, and with them come increases in such
activities as breaking into mailboxes and accosting recipients on
the streets. Also, people may have more disposable income at
this time, and the availability of extra money may relate to
behaviors associated with crime such as drinking, partying,
gambling, and so on.”

Temperature Weather effects (such as temperature swings)
may have an impact on violent crime rates. Traditionally, the
association between temperature and crime was thought to
resemble an inverted U-shaped curve: crime rates increase
with rising temperatures and then begin to decline at some
point (85 degrees) when it may be too
hot for any physical exertion.® However,
criminologists continue to debate this
issue:

Some believe that crime rates rise
with temperature (i.e., the hotter the
day; the higher the crime rate).®!

Others have found evidence that the
curvilinear model is correct.®?

Some research shows that a rising
temperature will cause some crimes
to continually increase (such as
domestic assault), while others (such
as rape) will decline after tempera-

tures rise to an extremely high level *

If in fact there is an association
between temperature and crime, how can
it be explained? The relationship may be
due to the stress and tension caused by
extreme temperature. The human body
generates stress hormones (adrenaline
and testosterone) in response to excessive
heat; hormonal activity has been linked
to aggression.®*

© AP Images/Tucson Police Department
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I Figure 2.6 Regional Crime Rates for Violent and Property Crimes
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Source: FBI, Crime in the United States, 2006, www.{bi.gov/ucr/cius/about/crime_map.html (accessed June 26, 2008).

One way to combat the temperature—crime association:
turn off your air conditioner! James Rotton and Ellen Cohn
found that assaults in air-conditioned settings increased as the
temperature tose; assaults in non-air-conditioned settings
decline after peaking at moderately high temperatures.”

Regional Differences Large urban areas have by far the high-
est violence rates; rural areas have the lowest per capita crime

rates. Exceptions to this trend are low population resort areas
with large transient or seasonal populations—such as Atlantic
City, New Jersey. Typically, the western and southern states have
had consistently higher crime rates than the Midwest and
Northeast (Figure 2.6). This pattern has convinced some crimi-
nologists that regional cultural values influence crime rates;
others believe that regional differences can be explained by eco-
nomic differences.
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Use of Firearms

Firearms play a dominant role in criminal activity. According to
the NCVS, firearms are typically involved in about 20 percent of
robberies, 10 percent of assaults, and more than 5 percent of
rapes. According to the UCR, about two-thirds of all murders
involve firearms; most of these weapons are handguns.

Because of these findings, there is an ongoing debate over
gun control. International criminologists Franklin Zimring and
Gordon Hawkins believe the proliferation of handguns and the
high rate of lethal violence they cause is the single most signifi-
cant factor separating the crime problem in the United States
from the rest of the developed world.® Differences between the
United States and Europe in nonlethal crimes are only modest
at best—and getting smaller over time®’

In contrast, some criminologists believe that personal gun
use can actually be a deterrent to crime. Gary Kleck and Marc
Gertz have found that as many as 400,000 people per year use
guns in situations in which they later claim that the guns
“almost certainly” saved lives. Even if these estimates are off
by a factor of 10, it means that armed citizens may save
40,000 lives annually. Although Kleck and Gertz recognize
that guns are involved in murders, suicides, and accidents,
which claim more than 30,000 lives per year, they believe
their benefit as a crime prevention device should not be over-
looked.%® Because this is so important, the Policy and Practice in
Criminology feature “Should Guns Be Controlled?” discusses
this issue in some detail.

Social Class, Socioeconomic
Conditions, and Crime

It makes sense that crime is inherently a lower-class phenome-
non. After all, people at the lowest rungs of the social structure
have the greatest incentive to commit crimes and those people
who are undergoing financial difficulties are the ones most likely
to become their targets.”” It seems logical that people who are
unable to obtain desired goods and services through conven-
tional means may consequently resort to theft and other illegal
activities—such as selling narcotics—to obtain them. These
activities are referred to as instrumental crimes. Those living in
poverty are also believed to engage in disproportionate amounts
of expressive crimes, such as rape and assault, as a result of
their rage, frustration, and anger against society. Alcohol and
drug abuse, common in impoverished areas, help fuel violent
episodes.™

When measured with UCR data, official statistics indicate
that crime rates in inner-city, high-poverty areas are generally
higher than those in suburban or wealthier areas.”" Surveys of
prison inmates consistently show that prisoners were members
of the lower class and unemployed or underemployed in the
years before their incarceration.

An alternative explanation for these findings is that the
relationship between official crime and social class is a func-
tion of law enforcement practices, not actual criminal behavior
patterns. Police may devote more resources to poor areas, and

consequently apprehension rates may be higher there. Similarly,
police may be more likely to formally arrest and prosecute
lower-class citizens than those in the middle and upper classes,
which may account for the lower class’s overrepresentation in
official statistics and the prison population.

Class and Self-Reports Self-report data have been used
extensively to test the class—crime relationship. Surprisingly,
early self-report studies conducted in the 1950s, specifically
those conducted by James Short and E Ivan Nye, did not find
a direct relationship between social class and youth crime.”
They found that socioeconomic class was related to official
processing by police, courts, and correctional agencies but
not to the actual commission of crimes. In other words,
although lower- and middle-class youth self-reported equal
amounts of crime, the lower-class youths had a greater chance
of being arrested, convicted, and incarcerated and becoming
official delinquents. In addition, factors generally associated
with lower-class membership, such as broken homes, were
found to be related to institutionalization but not to admis-
sions of delinquency. Other studies of this period reached
similar conclusions.”

For more than 20 years after the use of self-reports
became widespread, a majority of self-report studies con-
cluded that a class—crime relationship did not exist: if the
poor possessed more extensive criminal records than the
wealthy, this difference was attributable to differential law
enforcement and not to class-based behavior differences. That
is, police may be more likely to arrest lower-class offenders
and treat the affluent more leniently.”* One problem with
using self-reports to measure the class—crime relationship is
that the methods employed to measure social class vary
widely. Some methods of measuring social class in self-report
studies, such as items asking about father’s occupation and
education, are only weakly related to self-reported crime, but
others, such as unemployment or receiving welfare, are more
significant predictors of criminality.”

It is also possible that the association between class and
crime is quite complex and cannot be explained with a simple
linear relationship (i.e., the poorer you are, the more crime you
commit).”® Class and economic conditions may affect some
crimes and some people differently than they affect others. Some
subgroups in the population (e.g., women, African Americans)
seem more deeply influenced by economic factors than others
(e.g., males, whites).”” Job loss seems to affect young adults
more than it does teens. Younger adults are affected not only
when they experience job loss but when only low-wage jobs are
available.”™

Evaluating the Class-Crime
Association

While the true relationship between class and crime is diffi-
cult to determine, the weight of recent evidence seems to
suggest that serious, official crime is more prevalent among
the lower classes, whereas less serious and self-reported
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Policy and Practice in Criminology

SHOULD GUNS BE
CONTROLLED?

The association between guns and crime
has spurred many Americans to advocate
controlling the sale of handguns and
banning the cheap mass-produced hand-
guns known as Saturday night specials.
In contrast, gun advocates view control
as a threat to personal liberty and call for
severe punishment of criminals rather
than control of handguns. They argue
that the Second Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution protects the right to bear
arms. The debate was recently addressed
by the Supreme Court when, in District
of Columbia v. Heller, it ruled that the
Second Amendment protects an individ-
ual’s right to own weapons for self-
defense—and that gun ownership was
not merely a right related to membership
in a “well-regulated militia.” While the
Court recognized the right to own guns,
its decision still allows for the registration
and regulation of handguns.

Efforts to control handguns have
come from many different sources. States
and many local jurisdictions have laws
restricting sales or possession of guns;
some regulate dealers who sell guns.
The Federal Gun Control Act of 1968,
which is still in effect, requires that all
dealers be licensed, fill out forms detail-
ing each trade, and avoid selling to
people prohibited from owning guns
such as minors, ex-felons, and drug
users. Dealers must record the source
and properties of all guns they sell and
carefully account for their purchase.

Gun buyers must provide identification
and sign waivers attesting to their ability
to possess guns. Unfortunately, the
resources available to enforce this law
are meager.

On November 30, 1993, the Brady
Handgun Violence Prevention Act was
enacted, amending the Gun Control Act
of 1968. The bill was named after former
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Press Secretary James Brady, who was
severely wounded in the attempted
assassination of President Ronald Reagan
by John Hinckley in 1981. The Brady
Law imposes a waiting period of five
days before a licensed importer, manu-
facturer, or dealer may sell, deliver, or
transfer a handgun to an unlicensed indi-
vidual. The waiting period applies only
in states without an acceptable alternate
system of conducting background checks
on handgun purchasers. Beginning
November 30, 1998, the Brady Law
changed, providing an instant check on
whether a prospective buyer is prohib-
ited from purchasing a weapon. Federal
law bans gun purchases by people con-
victed of or under indictment for felony
charges, fugitives, the mentally ill, those
with dishonorable military discharges,
those who have renounced U.S. citizen-
ship, illegal aliens, illegal drug users, and
those convicted of domestic violence
misdemeanors or who are under domes-
tic violence restraining orders (individual
state laws may create other restrictions).
The Brady Law now requires back-
ground approval not just for handgun
buyers but also for those who buy long
guns and shotguns. In addition, the
Federal Violent Crime Control and Law
Enforcement Act of 1994 banned a
group of military-style semiautomatic
firearms (that is, assault weapons).
However, this ban on assault weapons
was allowed to lapse in 2004.

Although gun control advocates see
this legislation as a good first step, some
question whether such measures will
ultimately curb gun violence. When Jens
Ludwig and Philip Cook compared two
sets of states—32 that installed the Brady
Law in 1994 and 18 states plus the
District of Columbia that already had
similar types of laws prior to 1994—they
found that there was no evidence that
implementing the Brady Law contributed
to a reduction in homicide. However,
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there is evidence that legislation targeting
specific crimes can bring positive results.
Anumber of states have instituted laws
restricting access to firearms by individu-
als who are subject to a restraining order
or have been convicted of a domestic
violence misdemeanor, or allowing law
enforcement officers to confiscate fire-
arms at a domestic violence scene.
Research indicates that taking guns out
of the hands of domestic abusers can
lower rates of intimate partner
homicides.

Another approach is to severely
punish people caught with unregis-
tered handguns. The most famous
attempt to regulate handguns using
this method is the Massachusetts
Bartley-Fox Law, which provides a
mandatory one-year prison term for
possessing a handgun (outside the
home) without a permit. A detailed
analysis of violent crime in Boston after
the law’s passage found that the use of
handguns in robberies and murders
did decline substantially (in robberies
by 35 percent and in murders by 55
percent in a two-year period).
However, these optimistic results must
be tempered by two facts: rates for
similar crimes dropped significantly in
comparable cities that did not have
gun control laws, and the use of other
weapons, such as knives, increased in
Boston.

Can Guns Be Outlawed?

Even if outlawed or severely restricted,
the governments ability to control guns
is problematic. If legitimate gun stores
were strictly regulated, private citizens
could still sell, barter, or trade handguns.
Unregulated gun fairs and auctions are
common throughout the United States;
many gun deals are made at gun shows
with few questions asked. People obtain
firearms illegally through a multitude

of unauthorized sources, including



unlicensed dealers, corrupt licensed deal-
ers, and “straw” purchasers (people who
buy guns for those who cannot purchase
them legally).

If handguns were banned or out-
lawed, they would become more valu-
able; illegal importation of guns might
increase as it has for other controlled
substances (for instance, narcotics).
Increasing penalties for gun-related
crimes has also met with limited success
because judges may be reluctant to alter
their sentencing policies to accommodate
legislators. Regulating dealers is difficult,
and tighter controls on them would only
encourage private sales and bartering.
Relatively few guns are stolen in burglar-
ies, but many are sold to licensed gun
dealers who circumvent the law by
ignoring state registration requirements
or making unrecorded or misrecorded
sales to individuals and unlicensed deal-
ers. Even a few corrupt dealers can
supply tens of thousands of illegal
handguns.

Is There a Benefit
to Having Guns?
Not all experts are convinced that strict
gun control is a good thing. Some, such
as Gary Kleck, a leading advocate of gun
ownership, argue that guns may actually
inhibit violence. He finds that Americans
use guns for defensive purposes more
than 2 million times a year. While this
figure seems huge, it must be viewed in
the context of gun ownership: almost 50
million households own a gun; more
than 90 million, or 49 percent of the
adult U.S. population, live in households
with guns; and about 59 million adults
personally own guns. Considering these
numbers it is not implausible that 3 per-
cent of the people (or 2.5 million people)
with access to guns could have used one
defensively in a given year.

Guns have other uses. In many
assaults, Kleck reasons, the aggressor

does not wish to kill but only scare the
victim. Possessing a gun gives aggres-
sors enough killing power so that they
may actually be inhibited from attack-
ing. Guns may also enable victims to
escape serious injury. Victims may be
inhibited from fighting back without
losing face; it is socially acceptable to
back down from a challenge if the
opponent is armed with a gun. Guns
then can deescalate a potentially vio-
lent situation. The benefits of gun
ownership, he concludes, outweigh the
costs.

Does Defensive Gun
Use Really Work?
While this research is persuasive, many
criminologists are still skeptical about
the benefits of carrying a handgun.
Tomislav Kovandzic and his colleagues
used data for all large (population over
100,000) U.S. cities to examine the
impact of right-to-carry concealed
handgun laws on violent crime rates
from the period 1980 to 2000 and
found that carry laws have little effect
on local crime rates. And while Kleck’s
research shows that carrying a gun can
thwart crimes, other research shows
that defensive gun use may be more
limited than he believes: people who
carry guns may be at greater risk of
victimization than those who do not.
Even people with a history of violence
and mental disease are less likely to kill
when they use a knife or other weapon
than when they employ a gun. Nor is
the death of others the only problem
associated with possessing a weapon:
suicides now account more than half of
all firearm-related deaths. Gun-related
suicides have outnumbered firearm
homicides and accidents for 20 of the
past 25 years.

Do guns kill people or do people kill
people? Research indicates that even the
most dangerous people are less likely to

resort to lethal violence if the gun is
taken out of their hands.

CRITICAL THINKING

1. Do you agree with the Heller deci-
sion? Or should the sale and posses-
sion of handguns be banned? Would
you uphold such a law if you had a
vote?

2. Which of the gun control methods
discussed do you feel would be most
effective in deterring crime?

Sources: District of Columbia v. Heller (07-290),
2008; Mike Stobbe, “Gun Owners More Often Kill
Themselves Than Others,” Denver Post, 1, July
2008, www.denverpost.com/breakingnews/ci_
9747969 (accessed July 2, 2008); E. R Vigdor and J.
A. Mercy, “Do Laws Restricting Access to Firearms
by Domestic Violence Offenders Prevent Intimate
Partner Homicide?” Evaluation Review 30 (2006):
313-346; Gary Kleck and Jongyeon Tark, “Resisting
Crime: The Effects of Victim Action on the
Outcomes of Crimes,” Criminology 42 (2005):
861-909; Robert Martin and Richard Legault,
“Systematic Measurement Error with State-Level
Crime Data: Evidence from the ‘More Guns, Less
Crime’ Debate,” Journal of Research in Crime and
Delinquency 42 (2005): 187-210; Tomislav
Kovandzic, Thomas Marvell, and Lynne Vieraitis,
“The Impact of ‘Shall-Issue’ Concealed Handgun
Laws on Violent Crime Rates: Evidence from Panel
Data for Large Urban Cities,” Homicide Studies 9
(2005): 292-323; Tomislav Kovandzic and Thomas
Marvell, “Right-to-Carry Concealed Handguns and
Violent Crime: Crime Control through Gun
Control?” Criminology and Public Policy 2 (2003):
363-396; Lisa Hepburn and David Hemenway,
“Firearm Availability and Homicide: A Review of the
Literature,” Aggression and Violent Behavior 9
(2004): 417—440; Matthew Miller, Deborah Azrael,
and David Hemenway, “Rates of Household Firearm
Ownership and Homicide across U.S. Regions and
States, 1988-1997,” American Journal of Public
Health 92 (2002): 1,988-1,993; John Lott, Jr.,
“More Guns, Less Crime: Understanding Crime and
Gun-Control Laws,” Studies in Law and Economics,
2nd ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2001); Anthony A. Braga and David M. Kennedy,
“The Illicit Acquisition of Firearms by Youth and
Juveniles,” Journal of Criminal Justice 29 (2001):
379-388; Gary Kleck and Marc Gertz, “Armed
Resistance to Crime: The Prevalence and Nature of
Self-Defense with a Gun,” Journal of Criminal Law
and Criminology 86 (1995): 150-187; Jens Ludwig
and Philip Cook, “Homicide and Suicide Rates
Associated with the Implementation of the Brady
Violence Prevention Act,” Journal of the American
Medical Association 284 (2000): 585-591.
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Supporters of gun rights hold up their banners outside the Supreme Court in
Washington, D.C., on June 26, 2008, after the court ruled that Americans have
a constitutional right to keep guns in their homes for self-defense. This ruling was
the justices’ first major pronouncement on gun control in U.S. history. Do you think
that the proliferation of guns promotes criminal behavior or allows potential
victims to protect themselves against it?

crime is spread more evenly throughout the social struc-
ture.”” Income inequality, poverty, and resource deprivation
are all associated with the most serious violent crimes,
including homicide and assault.*® Members of the lower
class are more likely to suffer psychological abnormality,
including high rates of anxiety and conduct disorders, condi-
tions that may promote criminality.®!

Contemporary research shows that community level
indicators of social inequality are significantly related to
crime rates. While a particular individual who is poor may
not commit crime, groups of people living in communities
that lack economic and social opportunities are influenced
by their neighborhood disadvantage.®* These community
conditions also produce high levels of frustration; residents
believe they are relatively more deprived than residents in
more affluent areas and may then turn to criminal behavior
to relieve their frustration.®> Family life is disrupted, and
law-violating youth groups thrive in a climate that under-
mines adult supervision.** Conversely, when the poor are
provided with economic opportunities via welfare and public
assistance, crime rates drop.85

i connections

If class and crime are unrelated, then the causes of crime must
be found in factors experienced by members of all social
classes—psychological impairment, family conflict, peer pres-
sure, school failure, and so on. Theories that view crime as a
function of problems experienced by members of all social
classes are reviewed in Chapter 7.
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Age and Crime

There is general agreement that age is
inverselyrelated tocriminality. Criminologists
Travis Hirschi and Michael Gottfredson
state, “Age is everywhere correlated with
crime. Its effects on crime do not depend on
other demographic correlates of crime.”®
Regardless of economic status, marital status,
race, sex, and so on, younger people commit
crime more often than their older peers.
Research shows that on average, kids who
are persistent offenders begin committing
crime in their childhood, rapidly increase
their offending activities in late adolescence
and then begin a slowdown in adulthood.
Early starters tend to commit more crime and
are more likely to continue to be involved in
criminality over a longer period of time.
While it has been long assumed that
most kids commit crime in groups, and that
peer support encourages offending in adoles-
cence, the most recent research disputes the
“co-offending” hypothesis and suggests the
great bulk of youth crime is a solo act.®
Though juvenile criminals may be lone operators, kids who
assume an outlaw persona find that their antisocial acts bring
them increased social status among peers who admire their risk-
taking behaviors. While the “good kids” may shun young crimi-
nals, those who do poorly in school may be looking for an
avenue of behavior that improves their peer group standing *

© AP Images/Jose Luis Magana

i connections

Hirschi and Gottfredson have used their views on the age—
crime relationship as a basis for their General Theory of
Crime. This important theory holds that the factors that pro-
duce crime change little after birth and that the association
between crime and age is constant. For more on this view,
see the section on the General Theory of Crime in Chapter 9.

Official statistics tell us that young people are arrested at
a disproportionate rate to their numbers in the population;
victim surveys generate similar findings for crimes in which
assailant age can be determined. Whereas youths under 18
collectively make up about 6 percent of the total U.S. popu-
lation, they account for about 25 percent of serious crime
arrests and 17 percent of arrests for all crimes. As a general
rule, the peak age for property crime is believed to be 16, and
for violence 18 (Figure 2.7). In contrast, adults 45 and over,
who make up about a third of the population, account for
only 7 percent of serious crime arrests. The elderly are par-
ticularly resistant to the temptations of crime; they make up
more than 14 percent of the population and less than 1 per-
cent of arrests. Elderly males 65 and over are predominantly
arrested for alcohol-related matters (e.g., public drunkenness
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I Figure 2.7 Relationship between Age and Serious
Crime Arrests
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Source: FBI, Uniform Crime Report, 2005.

and drunk driving) and elderly females for larceny (e.g.,
shoplifting). The elderly crime rate has remained stable for
the past 20 years.”

Aging Out of Crime Most criminologists agree that people
commit less crime as they age.”’ Crime peaks in adolescence
and then declines rapidly thereafter. According to criminologist
Robert Agnew, this peak in criminal activity can be linked to
essential features of adolescence in modern, industrial societies.
Because adolescents are given most of the privileges and respon-
sibilities of adults in these cultures, they also experience:

A reduction in supervision
An increase in social and academic demands

Participation in a larger, more diverse, peer-oriented social
world

An increased desire for adult privileges

A reduced ability to cope in a legitimate manner and
increased incentive to solve problems in a criminal manner®*

Adding to these incentives is the fact that young people,
especially the indigent and antisocial, tend to discount the
future.” They are impatient, and because their future is uncer-
tain, they are unwilling or unable to delay gratification. As
they mature, troubled youths are able to develop a long-term
life view and resist the need for immediate gratification.”
Aging out of crime may be a function of the natural history of
the human life cycle.”” Deviance in adolescence is fueled by
the need for money and sex and reinforced by close relation-
ships with peers who defy conventional morality. At the same
time, teenagers are becoming independent from parents and

other adults who enforce conventional standards of morality
and behavior. They have a new sense of energy and strength
and are involved with peers who are similarly vigorous and
frustrated.

In adulthood, people strengthen their ability to delay grati-
fication and forgo the immediate gains that law violations bring.
They also start wanting to take responsibility for their behavior
and to adhere to conventional mores, such as establishing long-
term relationships and starting a family.” Getting married, rais-
ing a family, and creating long-term family ties provide the
stability that helps people desist from crime.””

a connections

Those who oppose the Hirschi and Gottfredson view argue
that although most people age out of crime, a small group
continues into old age as chronic or persistent offenders. It is
possible that the population may contain different sets of
criminal offenders: one group whose criminality declines with
age; another whose criminal behavior remains constant
through maturity. This issue will be discussed in greater detail
in Chapter 9.

Gender and Crime

Male crime rates are much higher than those of females. Victims
report that their assailant was male in more than 80 percent of
all violent personal crimes. The most recent Uniform Crime
Report arrest statistics (2006) indicate that males account for
more than 80 percent of all arrests for serious violent crimes and
almost 70 percent of the arrests for serious property crimes;
murder arrests are 8 males to 1 female. MTF data also show that
young men commit more serious crimes, such as robbery,
assault, and burglary, than their female peers (see Table 2.2).
However, although the patterns in self-reports parallel official

Admitting to at Least One Offense during
the Past 12 Months, by Gender

I Table 2.2 Percentage of High School Seniors

Delinquent Acts Males Females
Serious fight 14 9
Gang fight 21 16
Hurt someone badly 17 5
Used a weapon to steal 5 2
Stole less than $50 30 25
Stole more than $50 13 7
Shoplift 25 25
Breaking and entering 27 22
Arson 4 2
Damaged school property 17 6

Source: Monitoring the Future, 2006 (Ann Arbor, MI: Institute for
Social Research, 2007).
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data, the ratios are smaller. In other words, males self-report
more criminal behavior than females, but not to the degree
suggested by official data. How can these differences be
explained?

Explaining Gender Differences in the Crime Rate Early
criminologists pointed to emotional, physical, and psychologi-
cal differences between males and females to explain the differ-
ences in crime rates. Cesare Lombrosos 1895 book, The Female
Offender; argued that a small group of female criminals lacked
“typical” female traits of “piety, maternity, undeveloped intelli-
gence, and weakness.”® In physical appearance as well as in
their emotional makeup, delinquent females appeared closer to
men than to other women. Lombroso’s theory became known
as the masculinity hypothesis; in essence, a few “masculine”
females were responsible for the handful of crimes women
commit.

Another early view of female crime focused on the sup-
posed dynamics of sexual relationships. Female criminals were
viewed as either sexually controlling or sexually naive, either
manipulating men for profit or being manipulated by them. The
female’ criminality was often masked because criminal justice
authorities were reluctant to take action against a woman.” This
perspective is known as the chivalry hypothesis, which holds
that much female criminality is hidden because of the culture’s
generally protective and benevolent attitude toward women.'®
In other words, police are less likely to arrest, juries are less
likely to convict, and judges are less likely to incarcerate female
offenders.

Although these early writings are no longer taken seri-
ously, some criminologists still believe that gender-based
traits are a key determinant of crime rate differences. Among
the suspected differences include physical strength and hor-
monal influences. According to this view, male sex hormones
(androgens) account for more aggressive male behavior and
that gender-related hormonal differences explain the gender
gap in the crime rate.'"!

I connections

Gender differences in the crime rate may be a function of
androgen levels. These hormones cause areas of the brain to
become less sensitive to environmental stimuli, making males
more likely to seek high levels of stimulation and to tolerate
more pain in the process. Chapter 5 discusses the biosocial
causes of crime and reviews this issue in greater detail.

Socialization and Development Although there are few
gender-based differences in aggression during the first few years
of life, girls are socialized to be less aggressive than boys and are
supervised more closely by parents.'® Differences in aggression
become noticeable between ages 3 and 6 when children are first
socialized into organized peer groups such as the day care center
or school. Males are more likely then to display physical aggres-
sion whereas girls display relational aggression—excluding dis-
liked peers from playgroups, gossiping, and interfering with
social relationships.

54 PART ONE

Why are girls less aggressive and violent than boys? One

reason may be that girls are encouraged to care about
other people and avoid harming them; their need for
sensitivity and understanding may help counterbalance the
effects of social problems. Another is that because they are
more verbally proficient, females may develop social skills that
help them deal with conflict without resorting to violence.
And, as a result of these social skills, females are generally less
belligerent than their males counterparts.

Males are taught to be more aggressive and assertive and
less likely to form attachments to others. They often view their
aggression as a gender-appropriate means to gain status and
power, either by joining deviant groups and gangs or engaging
in sports. Even in middle-class suburbs, they may seek
approval by knocking down or running through peers on the
playing field, while females literally cheer them on. The male
search for social approval through aggressive behavior may
make them more susceptible to criminality, especially when
the chosen form of aggression is antisocial or illegal. Recent
research by Jean Bottcher found that young boys perceive their
roles as being more dominant than young girls.'®> Male per-
ceptions of power, their ability to have freedom and hang with
their friends, helped explain the gender differences in crime
and delinquency.

In contrast, girls are encouraged to care about other
people and avoid harming them; their need for sensitivity and
understanding may help counterbalance the effects of poverty
and family problems. And because they are more verbally pro-
ficient, many females may develop social skills that help them
deal with conflict without resorting to violence. Females are
taught to be less aggressive and to view belligerence as a lack
of self-control—a conclusion that is unlikely to be reached by
amale.

Girls are usually taught—directly or indirectly—to respond
to provocation by feeling anxious and depressed, whereas boys
are encouraged to retaliate. Overall, when they are provoked,
females are much more likely to feel distressed than males,
experiencing sadness, anxiety, and uneasiness. Although females
may get angry as often as males, many have been taught to
blame themselves for harboring such negative feelings. Females
are therefore much more likely than males to respond to anger
with feelings of depression, anxiety, fear, and shame. Although

CONCEPTS OF CRIME, LAW, AND CRIMINOLOGY

© David De Lossy/Photodisc/Getty Images



females are socialized to fear that their anger will harm valued
relationships, males react with “moral outrage,” looking to
blame others for their discomfort.'**

Cognitive Differences Psychologists note significant cogni-
tive differences between boys and girls that may impact on their
antisocial behaviors. Girls have been found to be superior to
boys in verbal ability, whereas boys test higher in visual-spatial
performance. Girls acquire language faster, learning to speak
earlier and faster with better pronunciation. Girls are far less
likely to have reading problems than boys, whereas boys do
much better on standardized math tests. (This difference is
attributed by some experts to boys receiving more attention
from math teachers.) In most cases these cognitive differences
are small, narrowing, and usually attributed to cultural expecta-
tions. When given training, girls demonstrate an ability to
increase their visual-spatial skills to the point that their abilities
become indistinguishable from the ability of boys.

Cognitive differences may contribute to behavioral varia-
tions. Even at an early age, gitls are found to be more empathic
than boys—that is, more capable of understanding and relating
to the feelings of others.'® Empathy for others may help shield
girls from antisocial acts because they are more likely to under-
stand a victim’s suffering. Girls are more concerned with rela-
tionship and feeling issues, and they are less interested than
boys are in competing for material success. Boys who are not
tough and aggressive are labeled sissies and cry babies. In con-
trast, girls are expected to form closer bonds with their friends
and share feelings. When faced with conflict, women might be
more likely to attempt to negotiate, rather than to either respond
passively or to physically resist, especially when they perceive
increased threat of harm or death.'®

Feminist Views Inthe 1970s, liberal feminist theory focused
attention on the social and economic roles of women in society
and their relationship to female crime rates.'”” This view sug-
gested that the traditionally lower crime rate for women could
be explained by their “second-class” economic and social posi-
tion. As women’ social roles changed and their lifestyles became
more like men’s, it was believed that their crime rates would
converge. Criminologists, responding to this research, began to
refer to the “new female criminal.” The rapid increase in the
female crime rates, especially in what had traditionally been
male-oriented crimes (such as burglary and larceny), supports
the feminist view. In addition, self-report studies seem to indi-
cate that (a) the pattern of female criminality, if not its frequency;,
is quite similar to that of male criminality; and (b) the factors
that predispose male criminals to crime have an equal impact on
female criminals.'®®

g connections

Critical criminologists view gender inequality as stemming
from the unequal power of men and women in a capitalist
society and the exploitation of females by fathers and hus-
bands. This perspective is considered more fully in Chapter 8.

Is Convergence Likely? Although male arrest rates are still
considerably higher than female rates, female arrest rates seem
to be increasing at a faster pace; it is possible that they may
eventually converge. Women are committing more crime and
young girls are joining gangs in record numbers.'"”

Although these trends indicate that gender differences in
the crime rate may be eroding, some criminologists remain
skeptical about the data. They find that gender-based crime rate
differences are still significant; the “emancipation of women”
may have had relatively little influence on female crime rates. "
For one thing, many female criminals come from the socioeco-
nomic class least affected by the womens movement; their
crimes seem more a function of economic inequality than wom-
en’ rights. For another, the offense patterns of women are still
quite different from those of men. Though males still commit a
disproportionate share of serious crimes such as robbery, bur-
glary, murder, and assault, most female criminals are still engag-
ing in petty property crimes such as welfare and credit card
fraud, and public order crimes such as prostitution.""! How
then can increases in female arrest rates be explained? According
to Darrell Steffensmeier and his associates, these arrest trends
may be explained more by changes in police activity than in
criminal activity: police today may be more willing to arrest girls
for minor crimes; police are making more arrests for crimes that
occur at school and in the home; police are responding more
vigorously to public demands for action and therefore are less
likely to use their discretion to help females.'"? Police may also
be abandoning their traditional deference toward women in an
effort to be to be “gender neutral.” In addition, changing laws
such as dual arrest laws in domestic cases, which mandate both
parties be taken into custody, result in more women suffering
arrest in domestic incidents.'?

Race and Crime

Official crime data indicate that minority group members are
involved in a disproportionate share of criminal activity. African
Americans make up about 12 percent of the general population,
yet they account for almost 40 percent of Part I violent crime
arrests and 30 percent of property crime arrests. They also are
responsible for a disproportionate number of Part II arrests
(except for alcohol-related arrests, which detain primarily white
offenders).

It is possible that these data reflect true racial differences in
the crime rate, but it is also likely that they reflect bias in the
justice process. We can evaluate this issue by comparing racial
differences in self-report data with those found in official delin-
quency records. Charges of racial discrimination in the justice
process would be substantiated if whites and blacks self-reported
equal numbers of crimes, but minorities were arrested and pros-
ecuted far more often.

Early efforts by noted criminologists Leroy Gould in Seattle,
Harwin Voss in Honolulu, and Ronald Akers in seven midwest-
ern states, found virtually no relationship between race and self-
reported delinquency:'** These research efforts supported a case
for police bias in the arrest decision. Other, more recent self-
report studies that use large national samples of youths have
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I Empirical evidence shows that, in at least some jurisdictions,
young African American males are treated more harshly by
the criminal and juvenile justice systems than are members of
any other group. Elements of institutional racism have become
so endemic that terms such as “DWB" (driving while black) are
now part of the vernacular, used to signify the fact that young
African American motorists are routinely stopped by police.

also found little evidence of racial disparity in crimes commit-
ted.'™® Monitoring the Future data indicate that, if anything,
black youths self-report less delinquent behavior and substance
abuse than whites.''® These and other self-report studies seem
to indicate that the delinquent behavior rates of black and white
teenagers are generally similar and that differences in arrest sta-
tistics may indicate a differential selection policy by police.'”
Suspects who are poor, minority, and male are more likely to be
formally arrested than suspects who are white, affluent, and
female.'®

Racial differences in the crime rate remain an extremely
sensitive issue. Although official arrest records indicate that
African Americans are arrested at a higher rate than members
of other racial groups, self-report data, which indicates greater
equality between the races, suggest arrest rate differences are
an artifact of justice system bias.'*” Some critics charge that
police officers routinely use “racial profiling” to stop African
Americans and search their cars without probable cause or
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reasonable suspicion. Police officers, they glibly suggest, have
created a new form of traffic offense called DWB, “driving
while black.”'?° National surveys of driving practices show
that young black and Latino males are more likely to be
stopped by police and suffer citations, searches, and arrests, as
well as be the target of force, even though they are no more
likely to be in the possession of illegal contraband than white
drivers.'?!

Although the official statistics (such as UCR arrest data)
may reflect discriminatory justice system practices, African
Americans are arrested for a disproportionate amount of serious
violent crime, such as robbery and murder, and it is improbable
that police discretion and/or bias alone could account for these
proportions. It is doubtful that police routinely release white
killers, robbers, and rapists while arresting violent black offend-
ers who commit the same offenses.'** How can these racial dif-
ferences in serious crimes be explained?

Racism and Discrimination To explain racial and ethnic
differences in the violent crime rate, criminologists focus on
the impact of economic deprivation and the legacy of racism
discrimination on personality and behavior.'** The fact that
U.S. culture influences African American crime rates is under-
scored by the fact that black violence rates are much lower in
other nations—both those that are predominantly white, such
as Canada, and those that are predominantly black, such as
Nigeria.'**

Some criminologists view black crime as a function of
socialization in a society where the black family was torn apart
and black culture destroyed in such a way that recovery has
proven impossible. Early experiences, beginning with slavery,
have left a wound that has been deepened by racism and lack of
opportunity'*> Children of the slave society were thrust into a
system of forced dependency and ambivalence and antagonism
toward one’s self and group.

In an important work, All Gods Children: The Bosket
Family and the American Tradition of Violence, crime reporter
Fox Butterfield chronicles the history of the Boskets, a black
family, through five generations.*** He focuses on Willie Bosket,
who is charming, captivating, and brilliant. He is also one of the
worst criminals in the New York State penal system. By the time
he was in his teens, he had committed more than 200 armed
robberies and 25 stabbings. Butterfield shows how early strug-
gles in the South, with its violent slave culture, led directly to
Willie Bosket’s rage and violence on the streets of New York City.
Beginning in South Carolina in the 1700s, the southern slave
society was a place where white notions of honor demanded
immediate retaliation for the smallest slight. According to
Butterfield, contemporary black violence is a tradition inherited
from white southern violence. The need for respect has turned
into a cultural mandate that can provoke retaliation at the slight-
est hint of insult.

The Racial Threat Hypothesis It is possible that the minor-
ity crime rate is relatively high because racism is still an element
of daily life in the minority community and police behavior and
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decision making reflect a racial bias. Because the white popula-
tion fears minorities, they demand that police exercise strict
social control, arrest minorities for acts that would not result in
official action if committed by whites, and devote more atten-
tion and resources to minority neighborhoods, resulting in
higher arrest rates.

Collectively these beliefs have produced the racial threat
hypothesis: as the percentage of minorities in the population
increases so too does the amount of social control that police
direct at minority group members.'*’

Those criminologists who find that the racial threat
hypothesis holds traction point to the significant body of
research showing that the justice system may be racially
biased.!”® On an individual level, research shows that black
and Latino adults are less likely to receive bail in violent
crime cases than whites, and that minority group members
are more likely to be kept in detention pending trial.'*° There
is also evidence that African Americans, especially those
who are indigent or unemployed, receive longer prison
sentences than whites with the same employment status. It
is possible that judges impose harsher punishments on
minority group members because they view them as “social
dynamite,” considering them more dangerous and more
likely to recidivate than white offenders.” Yet when African
Americans are victims of crime, their predicaments receive
less public concern and media attention than that afforded
white victims.'*! Murders involving whites (and females) are
much more likely to be punished with death than those
whose victims are black males, a fact not lost on the minority
population.'?*

On an institutional level, the racial threat hypothesis main-
tains that police are more likely to aggressively patrol minority
neighborhoods, suspect, search, and arrest minority group
members, and make arrests for minor infractions, helping to
raise the minority crime rate. The racial threat hypothesis has
been applied to Hispanics as well as African Americans. Research
now shows that relatively poor Hispanics living in the United
States are viewed as a threat that results in higher police expen-
ditures. In the Southwest, especially in border communities,
police maintain order and reinforce the physical and social isola-
tion of poor barrio residents. As minority poverty becomes con-
centrated, relatively affluent citizens may mobilize politically to
demand greater numbers of police to control the comparatively
poor. 1

The racial threat effect does not end with the police. As the
percentage of minorities in a state jurisdiction increases, so too
does the use of draconian sentencing practices. Take for instance
the use of habitual offender statutes that provide very long sen-
tences for a second or third conviction (i.e., “three strikes and
you're out”). One recent study (2008) by Matthew Crow and
Kathrine Johnson looked at the use of habitual sentencing prac-
tices in Florida and reached the conclusion that race and ethnic-
ity still matter: minority drug and violent offenders are viewed
as particular threats to dominant, mainstream values and are
more likely to be charged as habitual offenders than European
Americans."**

Disparities in justice policy result in the widely dispropor-
tionate makeup of the prison population. As Figure 2.8 shows,
the percentage of minority men and women who are behind
bars is far higher than the percentage of European Americans. It
is not surprising then that African Americans of all social classes
hold negative attitudes toward the justice system and view it as
an arbitrary and unfair institution.'*

Economic and Social Disparity Racial and ethnic differen-
tials in crime rates may also be tied to economic and social dis-
parity. Racial and ethnic minorities are often forced to live in
high crime areas where the risk of victimization is significant.
People who witness violent crime and are victimized may them-
selves engage in violence.

Racial and ethnic minorities face a greater degree of social
isolation and economic deprivation than the white majority, a
condition that has been linked by empirical research to high
violence rates."*” Not helping the situation is the fact that during
tough economic times, blacks and whites may find themselves
competing for shrinking job opportunities. As economic com-
petition between the races grows, interracial homicides do like-
wise; economic and political rivalries lead to greater levels of
interracial violence. "

Even during times of economic growth, lower-class African
Americans are left out of the economic mainstream, a fact that
meets with a growing sense of frustration and failure.* As a
result of being shut out of educational and economic opportu-
nities enjoyed by the rest of society, this population may be
susceptible to the lure of illegitimate gain and criminality.
African Americans living in lower-class inner-city areas may be
disproportionately violent because they are exposed to more
violence in their daily lives than other racial and economic
groups.'* Many black youths are forced to attend essentially
segregated schools that are underfunded and deteriorated, a
condition that elevates the likelihood of their being incarcer-
ated in adulthood.'*!

g connections

The concept of relative deprivation refers to the fact that
people compare their success to those with whom they are in
immediate contact. Even if conditions improve, they still may
feel as if they are falling behind. A sense of relative depriva-
tion, discussed in Chapter 6, may lead to criminal activity.

Family Dissolution Family dissolution in the minority com-
munity may be tied to low employment rates among African
American males, which places a strain on marriages. The rela-
tively large number of single, female-headed households in
these communities may be tied to the high mortality rate
among African American males, due in part to their increased
risk of early death by disease or violence.'** When families
are weakened or disrupted, their social control is compro-
mised. It is not surprising, then, that divorce and separation
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I Figure 2.8 Who's Behind Bars

As of January 1, 2008, more than one in every one hundred
adults is behind bars. For the most part, incarceration is
heavily concentrated among men, racial and ethnic

Men

All men ages 18 or older: 1 in 54

minorities, and 20- and 30-year-olds. Among men, the
highest rate is among black males aged 20 to 34; among
women, it's with black females aged 35 to 39.

Women

All women ages 35-39: 1 in 265

White men ages 18 or older: 1 in 106

Hispanic men ages 18 or older: 1 in 36
o 0 6 06 06 06 06 0 06 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o0 o [ ]
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Source: The Pew Center on the States, One in 100: Behind Bars in America 2008 (Washington, DC: Pew Foundation, 2008), www.pewcenteronthestates.org/
uploadedFiles/8015PCTS_Prison08_FINAL_2-1-1_FORWEB.pdf, p. 6 (accessed July 10, 2008).

rates are significantly associated with homicide rates in the
African American community,'*?

I connections

According to some criminologists, racism has created isolated
subcultures that espouse violence as a way of coping with
conflict situations. Exasperation and frustration among minor-
ity group members who feel powerless to fit into middle-class
society are manifested in aggression. This view is discussed
further in Chapter 10, which reviews the subculture of vio-
lence theory.

Is Convergence Possible? Considering these overwhelming
social problems, is it possible that racial crime rates will soon
converge? One argument is that if economic conditions improve
in the minority community, then differences in crime rates will
eventually disappear.'** A trend toward residential integration,
underway since 1980, may also help reduce crime rate differen-
tials."* Convergence in crime rates will occur if economic and
social obstacles can be removed.

In sum, the weight of the evidence shows that although
there is little difference in the self-reported crime rates of racial
groups, Hispanics and African Americans are more likely to be
arrested for serious violent crimes. The causes of minority crime
have been linked to poverty, racism, hopelessness, lack of
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I Figure 2.9 Distribution of Offenses in the Philadelphia Cohort

Total cohort 9,945 boys

/

3,475 delinquents

Y Y

1,862 repeaters (54%)

¥ ¥

1,236 comitted 1-4 offenses (66%)

6,470 non-delinquents

1,613 non-repeaters (46%)

627 committed 5 or more crimes (34%)

victim needed hospitalization. The best-
known discovery of Wolfgang and his
associates was that of the so-called chronic
offender. The cohort data indicated that
54 percent (1,862) of the sample’s delin-
quent youths were repeat offenders,
whereas the remaining 46 percent (1,613)
were one-time offenders. The repeaters
could be further categorized as non-
chronic recidivists and chronic recidi-
vists. The former consisted of 1,235
youths who had been arrested more
than once but fewer than five times
and who made up 35.6 percent of all
delinquents. The latter were a group of
627 boys arrested five times or more,
who accounted for 18 percent of the
delinquents and 6 percent of the total
sample of 9,945 (see Figure 2.9).

The chronic offenders (known today
as “the chronic 6 percent”) were involved
in the most dramatic amounts of delin-
quent behavior: they were responsible
for 5,305 offenses, or 51.9 percent of all
the offenses committed by the cohort.
Even more striking was the involvement
of chronic offenders in serious criminal

Source: Marvin Wolfgang, Robert Figlio, and Thorsten Sellin, Delinquency in a Birth Cohort (Chicago:

University of Chicago Press, 1972).

opportunity, and urban problems experienced by all too many
African American citizens.

Chronic Offenders/Criminal
Careers

Crime data show that most offenders commit a single criminal
act and upon arrest discontinue their antisocial activity. Others
commit a few less-serious crimes. A small group of criminal
offenders, however, account for a majority of all criminal
offenses. These persistent offenders are referred to as career
criminals or chronic offenders. The concept of the chronic
or career offender is most closely associated with the research
efforts of Marvin Wolfgang, Robert Figlio, and Thorsten
Sellin."*® In their landmark 1972 study, Delinquency in a Birth
Cohort, they used official records to follow the criminal careers
of a cohort of 9,945 boys born in Philadelphia in 1945 from
the time of their birth until they reached 18 years of age in
1963. Official police records were used to identify delinquents.
About one-third of the boys (3,475) had some police contact.
The remaining two-thirds (6,470) had none. Each delinquent
was given a seriousness weight score for every delinquent
act."* The weighting of delinquent acts allowed the research-
ers to differentiate between a simple assault requiring no med-
ical attention for the victim and serious battery in which the

acts. Of the entire sample, the chronic 6

percent committed 71 percent of the

homicides, 73 percent of the rapes, 82
percent of the robberies, and 69 percent of the aggravated
assaults.

Wolfgang and his associates found that arrests and court
experience did little to deter the chronic offender. In fact,
punishment was inversely related to chronic offending: the
more stringent the sanction chronic offenders received, the
more likely they would be to engage in repeated criminal
behavior.

In a second cohort study, Wolfgang and his associates
selected a new, larger birth cohort, born in Philadelphia in
1958, which contained both male and female subjects.'*®
Although the proportion of delinquent youths was about the
same as that in the 1945 cohort, they again found a similar
pattern of chronic offending. Chronic female delinquency
was relatively rare—only 1 percent of the females in the
survey were chronic offenders. Wolfgang’s pioneering effort
to identify the chronic career offender has been replicated by
a number of other researchers in a variety of locations in the
United States.'* The chronic offender has also been found
abroad."

What Causes Chronicity? As might be expected, kids who
have been exposed to a variety of personal and social prob-
lems at an early age are the most at risk to repeat offending,
a concept referred to as early onset. One important study of
delinquent offenders in Orange County, California, conducted
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Characteristics that Predict
Chronic Offending

School Behavior/Performance Factor

I Attendance problems (truancy or a pattern of skipping school)
I Behavior problems (recent suspensions or expulsion)
1 Poor grades (failing two or more classes)

Family Problem Factor

1 Poor parental supervision and control

1 Significant family problems (illness, substance abuse, discord)
1 Criminal family members

I Documented child abuse, neglect, or family violence

Substance Abuse Factor
1 Alcohol or drug use (by minors in any way but experimentation)
Delinquency Factor

1 Stealing pattern of behavior
I Runaway pattern of behavior
I Gang member or associate

Source: Michael Schumacher and Gwen Kurz, The 8% Solution:
Preventing Serious Repeat Juvenile Crime (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage,
1999).

by Michael Schumacher and Gwen Kurz, found several fac-
tors (see Exhibit 2.2) that characterized the chronic offender,
including problems in the home and at school.”" Other
research studies have found that involvement in criminal
activity (getting arrested before age 15), relatively low intel-
lectual development, and parental drug involvement are key
predictive factors for chronicity.”* Offenders who accumu-
late large debts, use drugs, and resort to violence are more
likely to persist.'”> In contrast, those who spend time in a
juvenile facility and later in an adult prison are more likely
to eventually desist in their adulthood."*

a connections

It is evident that chronic offenders suffer from a profusion of
social problems. Some criminologists believe that accumulating
a significant variety of these social deficits is the key to under-
standing criminal development. For more on this topic, see the
discussion on problem behavior syndrome in Chapter 9.

Persistence: The Continuity of Crime One of the most
important findings from the cohort studies is that persistent
juvenile offenders are the ones most likely to continue their
criminal careers into adulthood.'” Paul Tracy and Kimberly
Kempf-Leonard followed up all subjects in the second 1958
cohort and found that two-thirds of delinquent offenders
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desisted from crime, but those who started their delinquent
careers early and who committed serious violent crimes through-
out adolescence were the most likely to persist as adults.'® This
phenomenon is referred to as persistence or the continuity of
crime. !>’

Children who are found to be disruptive and antiso-
cial as early as age 5 or 6 are the most likely to exhibit
stable, long-term patterns of disruptive behavior through-
out adolescence.'” They have measurable behavior prob-
lems in areas such as learning and motor skills, cognitive
abilities, family relations, and other areas of social, psy-
chological, and physical functioning.'® Youthful offenders
who persist are more likely to abuse alcohol, get into trou-
ble while in military service, become economically depen-
dent, have lower aspirations, get divorced or separated,
and have a weak employment record.'® They do not spe-
cialize in one type of crime; rather, they engage in a variety
of criminal acts, including theft, use of drugs, and violent
offenses.

Implications of the Chronic Offender Concept The find-
ings of the cohort studies and the discovery of the chronic
offender revitalized criminological theory. If relatively few
offenders become chronic, persistent criminals, then perhaps
they possess some individual trait that is responsible for their
behavior. Most people exposed to troublesome social condi-
tions, such as poverty, do not become chronic offenders, so
it is unlikely that social conditions alone can cause chronic
offending. Traditional theories of criminal behavior have
failed to distinguish between chronic and occasional offend-
ers. They concentrate more on explaining why people begin
to commit crime and pay scant attention to why people stop
offending. The discovery of the chronic offender 30 years ago
forced criminologists to consider such issues as persistence
and desistance in their explanations of crime; more recent
theories account for not only the onset of criminality but also
its termination.

The chronic offender has become a central focus of
crime control policy. Apprehension and punishment seem
to have little effect on the offending behavior of chronic
offenders and most repeat their criminal acts after their cor-
rectional release.'® Because chronic offenders rarely learn
from their mistakes, sentencing policies designed to inca-
pacitate chronic offenders for long periods of time without
hope of probation or parole have been established.
Incapacitation rather than rehabilitation is the goal. Among
the policies spurred by the chronic offender concept are
mandatory sentences for violent or drug-related crimes,
“three strikes” policies, which require people convicted of
a third felony offense to serve a mandatory life sentence,
and “truth in sentencing” policies, which require that con-
victed felons spend a significant portion of their sentence
behind bars. Whether such policies can reduce crime rates
or are merely “get tough” measures designed to placate con-
servative voters remains to be seen.
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ﬂ THINKING LIKE A CRIMINOLOGIST

The planning director for the State Department of Juvenile Justice has asked for your
advice on how to reduce the threat of chronic offenders. Some of the more conservative
members of her staff seem to believe that these kids need a strict dose of rough justice if
they are to be turned away from a life of crime. They believe juvenile delinquents who are
punished harshly are less likely to recidivate than youths who receive lesser punishments,
such as community corrections or probation. In addition, they believe that hard-core, vio-
lent offenders deserve to be punished; excessive concern for offenders and not their acts
ignores the rights of victims and society in general.

The planning director is unsure whether such an approach can reduce the threat of chronic
offending. Can tough punishment produce deviant identities that lock kids into a crimi-
nal way of life? She is concerned that a strategy stressing punishment will have relatively
little impact on chronic offenders and, if anything, may cause escalation in serious criminal
behaviors. She has asked you for your professional advice.

Writing Exercise Write a letter to the planning director outlining your recommenda-

tions for dealing with chronic offenders in the state juvenile justice system. On the one
hand, the system must be sensitive to the adverse effects of stigma and labeling. On the
other hand, the need for control and deterrence must not be ignored. Is it possible to rec-
oncile these two opposing views?

you might want to review some of these web-based resources:

Doing Research on the Web To help formulate your answer to the question above,

1 Eric B. Schnurer and Charles R. Lyons, “Turning Chronic Juvenile Offenders into
Productive Citizens: Comprehensive Model Emerging.”

1 For an international view, see “Juvenile Offending: Predicting Persistence and
Determining the Cost-Effectiveness of Intervention.”

These websites can be accessed via academic.cengage.com/criminaljustice/siegel.

SUMMARY

I Criminologists use various research

methods to gather information that will
shed light on criminal behavior. These
include surveys, cohort studies, official
record studies, experiments, observa-
tions, and meta-analysis/systematic
reviews.

The FBIs Uniform Crime Report is an
annual tally of crime reported to local
police departments. It is the nation’s
official crime database.

The National Crime Victimization
Survey (NCVS) uses nationally drawn
samples to estimate the total number of

victimizations, including those not
reported to police.

Self-report surveys ask respondents
about their own criminal activity. They
are useful in measuring crimes rarely
reported to police, such as drug usage.

Each data source has its strengths and
weaknesses, and although different
from one another, they actually agree on
the nature of criminal behavior.

Crime rates peaked in the early 1990s
and have been in sharp decline ever
since. While there has been some stabi-
lization in recent years, the rates of most

crimes are now lower than they were a
decade ago.

A number of factors are believed to
influence the crime rate, including the
economy, drug use, gun availability, and
crime control policies such as adding
police and putting more criminals in
prison.

It is difficult to gauge future trends.
Some experts forecast an increase in
crime, while others foresee a long-term
decline in the crime rate.

The data sources show stable patterns
in the crime rate.
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I Ecological patterns show that some
areas of the country are more crime
prone than others, that there are sea-
sons and times for crime, and that these
patterns are quite stable.

I There is also evidence of gender and age
gaps in the crime rate: Men commit
more crime than women, and young
people commit more crime than the
elderly. Crime data show that people
commit less crime as they age, but the
significance and cause of this pattern is
not completely understood.

I Similarly, racial and class patterns
appear in the crime rate. However, it
is unclear whether these are true

q i

+ KEY TERMS

Uniform Crime Report (UCR) (30)

index crimes (30)

Part I crimes (30)

Part II crimes (30)

cleared crimes (31)

National Incident-Based Reporting
System (NIBRS) (34)

sampling (34)

population (34)

cross-sectional survey (34)

e

1. Would you answer honestly if a
national crime survey asked you about
your criminal behavior, including
drinking and drug use? If not, why
not? If you would not answer hon-
estly, do you question the accuracy of
self-report surveys?

2. How would you explain gender dif-
ferences in the crime rate? Why do

Q|
" NOTES

1. FBI, “Never Say Die: The Relentless Pursuit
of a Killer,” August 13, 2007, www.{bi.gov/
page2/august07/henderson081307 . htm
(accessed June 26, 2008).

2. Mirka Smolej and Janne Kivivuori, “The
Relation Between Crime News and Fear of
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differences or a function of discrimina-
tory law enforcement. Some criminolo-
gists suggest that institutional racism,
such as police profiling, accounts for
the racial differences in the crime rate.
Others believe that high African
American crime rates are a function of
living in a racially segregated society:.

I One of the most important findings in
the crime statistics is the existence of
the chronic offender, a repeat criminal
responsible for a significant amount of
all law violations. Chronic offenders
begin their careers early in life and,
rather than aging out of crime, persis-
tently offend into adulthood. The

National Crime Victimization Survey
(NCVS) 34

self-report survey (35)

cohort research (38)

retrospective cohort study (38)

meta-analysis (39)

systematic review (39)

instrumental crimes (49)

expressive crimes (49)

aging out (53)

QUESTIONS

you think males are more violent than
females?

3. Assuming that males are more violent
than females, does that mean crime
has a biological rather than a social
basis (because males and females
share a similar environment)?

4. The UCR reports that crime rates are
higher in large cities than in small

Violence,” Journal of Scandinavian Studies
in Criminology and Crime Prevention 7
(2006), 211-227.

3. The Gallup Organization, Inc., The Gallup
Poll, www.gallup.com/poll/1603/Crime
.aspx (accessed June 26, 2008).
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discovery of the chronic offender has
led to the study of developmental crimi-
nology—why people persist, desist, ter-
minate, or escalate their deviant
behavior.

I CENGAGENOW" s an easy-to-use online
resource that helps you study in less time
to get the grade you want—NOW.
CengageNOW™ Personalized Study (a
diagnostic study tool containing valuable
text-specific resources) lets you focus on just
what you don’t know and learn more in less
time to get a better grade. If your textbook
does not include an access code card, you
can go to www.ichapters.com to purchase
CengageNOW™,

masculinity hypothesis (54)
chivalry hypothesis (54)
liberal feminist theory (55)
racial threat hypothesis (57)
career criminals (59)
chronic offenders (59)

early onset (59)

persistence (60)

continuity of crime (60)
three strikes (60)

towns. What does that tell us about
the effects of TV, films, and music on
teenage beha