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Definition ‘ ‘
According to Linton, a society is “any group of peoplic whe o freed and ek
h)gpthm- ]t)n&, ;.snuugh to ‘Qt‘f themseloes m;wm.:ml atid o Himk of s oo i 1wl
unit with well-defined lmits,” A gathering of people tna kabaddd mateh, volleyball
contest, or in public meeting is an aggregate and not o society,
Bertrand considers society, “that qroup within alach men share o total comomon life”
" Maciver and Page concelve society as “a wystent of wuagen and procedires, of
authority and mutual aid, of many groupings and diciiomns, of coptesta, of hiin

Scanned with CamScanner




V

r6
Chapter 149 Community & Saociety
pehavior, and of liberties”, ' o

Generally, a society is an aggregate of ivi
ate >eople living i imited ce :
havingﬂcomm”" way of living. + \ J Peop ‘ g in a limited geographical boundary
iety is the OB AL LA €

| S.’ocuty,nessfap:—(ld:‘d 8l bOFl?lMP among the individuals. For a relation to be
Soqal, aware the . 0'1‘}» the individuals is the necessary condition. With the performance of
«ocial behavior, they re ate themselves and the psychic condition of mutual or recognition is
dcvcl()pcd. ,
SOCIETY AND INDIVIDUAL

Sociology is one of the social sciences likes economics, political science, anthropology,
history, psychology and others. Sociology studies group behavior in human society. How social
groups are formed? Why this variety grows in groups? How various groups develop into
j'ncst;itutions, functions of group life, and ultimately the study of problems grown out of all these
social processes. What happens when a man meets man? Which type of group products you
anticipate and what you actually observe. How the groups act and react toward one another and
with what results; are all the questions in the subject-matter of sociology.

Furthermore, groups in interrelation develop society. In a society not one or two types of
groups are joined together but huge network of various groups is interwoven. In this way one
may assumme that a society 1s an aggregate of individuals. May be right but with an essential
conceptual addition of “interdependence among the individuals”. To be more clear, society is
building, if bricks are its individuals. This interdependence of man is a web of social relationship
and this is the real subject-matter of sociology which none of the sciences takes for its central
study. The method of joining together into social group depends upon culture of that society.

Hence culture is backbone of society and its individuals.

Here remains the individual out of sociological study. But he is a part of social groups and
hence a part of society. His nature of behavior, habits and attitudes are directly related with
society. Group life is the source from which he derives all his behaviors by being interrelated
with the people. Therefore, the study of individual lies in the domain of sociology to the extent
that his behavior is affected by group life of the society. Sociology does not, on the other hand,
study the individual separately as an entity. It focuses its attention on the study of society as an
entity. In the language of chemistry, if society is a comﬁund, then group is a mg_lesc._ule, the
indi‘\_/_i_d_pal is like an atom, keeping away the views of electron and proton in atomic structure. It
is evident that without atoms the molecules cannot exist, and without molecules compound
cannot be formed. Similarly, ‘social groups’ cannot develop without mutual interrelationship of

i b . .
individuals, and ‘society’ again, is a product of these very §oc1al groupS]mned togethe‘r, )
SOCIAL LIFE OF HUMAN é;‘.:,, .3,7’;’2.‘. ‘o o Man €2 Set.n

d along & continuum of various needs. Variety of human
avior. Economic, political, religious, educational, fami_l_ial
ds are fulfilled through social relationship 7.¢.
and conﬂ’ictiné'in which people participate
study both the conditions that

Human behavior is widesprea
need extends variety in human beh
marital and so many other basic and derivative nec
group participation. All such behaviors co-operative
with mutual recognition are termed as ‘social’. As Sociologist, we
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unite and those that separate human being,.

Besides human societies there are others among the animals of the same species as liong
jackals, dogs and other insects, of various Kinds like bees, ants, wasps and others, Sociai
organization is there within the same species because they have a life which means heredity ap
the social contact, if it exists, of lowest degree.

Within a society there are pgtte_msim_d.mp_iggs on the basis of likeness and differenceg
‘Likeness’ creates chain of relations among the individuals having similarity in (m[f(_;r“rﬁom
conditions like same profession, same _residence, same caste, famﬂmmwm@, sex
and so on. ‘Consciousness of kind’ is developed and the people of similar interest are j;)i‘ﬁ@d
together resulting in the formation of various groups and categorics. '

Differences in the conditions, nature and extent of the things, individuals and situations,
produce reciprocity in human behavior. Without difference in cultural conditions of a society the
human life would have been monotonous and probably limited to the bees and ants, life in which
little change is predictable. The system of give and take relationship creates reciprocal roles in
human life. Due to these differences there is variety in human behavior and hence a social
‘division of labor’ is developed.

Human is dependent upon society for food, protection, education, comfort, and various
other services which the society provides. Man satisfies his—-aspirations, sentiments, thoughts and
~aladies while living in society. All forms of basic needs are satisfied while he is a member of

society. Hence mar is a social animal.

\/NATURE & CHARACTERISTICS OF SOCIETY

A human socicty has the following characteristics:
1. Largest social group of people: It is the largest social group of people living together for along

period.

\/ ii. Composed of social groups: It is composed of social groups of various types. All the groups
perform their respective purpose and have their own structure. These groups can be clgg_sif_igg’ on
the basis of profession, caste, age, sex, literacy, residence, mobility, stratification, racc and

religion. ERAFS >
\iii. Social institutions are the inain organs: Social institutions are the main organs of hum'«m .
“society. The interrelationship among institutions create structure for the society. At least f""‘f
basic institutions— family, education, economy, politics and religion, are found in all the socictie?

of the world.
iv. Society changes with the rate depending upon the culture: The society changes with the @

. g G ; . . \ of socid
depending upon the culture. If the culture is more technological and ul_d—ll:s‘_tggl the rate of SO
change is fast. [f the institutions of education, technology and industry are of prclitcratt‘

-

pt‘fi(“ )

this change will be unconceivable.
h the

- . . ) . V . . . . » y
/v. Dynamism: No society is static how so preliterate it may be. All societics change thous y
: . N . paill A . ing at*

rate of change is slow. This is called the dynamic state of society. A society not changing *

means dead society. But there is no dead society today in this changing world.
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V xiii, Mechanism of social norms

V xiv. Socialization of individu
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ol R ||.||-Ul'l'-lll composition: R
Vi Kt : wHuman societios have at least two aspects rural and urban. Rural

RUNT
with complex culture,

" yvii, Presence of culture: All human societies hav

people Culture consists upon values, sentiments
L ]

weligion, law and all habits ot man acquired as mer
the people in their social actions,

Aiii. Fulfillment of human needs: Society fulfils ha

the members. This opens a network ol relation:

Aty s sparsely residing group ol p At wi .
: G P ol people with simple culture. The urban group lives in cluster

¢ their_own culture, 1t is the way of life of
attitudes, beliefs, customs, rituals, fashions,
nber of society, Culture provides direction to

man needs through social relationship among
ship among, the people which is economic,

educational, religious, familial and political in nature. By this way the people are bound together

in mutual relationship giving rise to social groups,

ix. Consciousness of kind:*Consciousness of kin

people of one interest unite themselves around it and form a g

have lovalties for themselves and join together
Similarly, the society is divided into various groups

x. Organized in nature: A society is organized by the
groups and the institutions, This need binds them all toge

xi. Limited geographical boundary; A society is
Because the hmg_w__syciclics have }T
essential condition. o i
xii. Presence of social syste
their roles according, to status. Role performance
systems. These systems Tind the individuals in
behavior.

e

social sanctions so that hum

By this process an individual is made a useful me

life in various social groups.
V. Permanent social group:
live for an indefinite pcl‘i“d-
VE
LEMENTS OF SOCIETY

The following are the eleme

A society is a P

i) q big agpregate of Pt‘“Pl“'

(i) living together since very long,
(iii)  having a sense of belonging to one another,
(i) more or less a permanent association, and

(v) having a common culture.

and social sanctions:
vior may be cm'trlrnllcd.

als: The socialization process circul

ermanent social group which live

d is another quality of human society. The

roup. The people of one profession

o form an association or informal group.
. .f . . "

ol punplc having, their respective interests.

process of interdependence among the

ther into an organized unit.

spread in a limited geographical boundary.

bolitical Governments in which territorial boundary is an

m: A society has ;eucial systems in which the people participate within

of punplv in different groups creates social
various activities and thus regulate human

Human societies have social norms and

ates throughout life in society.

nbor of society. He learns the norms of social

d and continues to

nts of human society:
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