UNITED NATION

The United Nations is an organization of sovereign States, which voluntarily join the UN to
work for world peace. It formally came into being on 24 October 1945. At that time, it had 51
countries as Members. Currently, 193 countries are UN members; the most recent to join was
South Sudan in July 2011. The UN is a forum, a meeting-place, for virtually all nations of the
world. It provides them with the mechanism to help find solutions to disputes or problems, and to
act on virtually any matter of concern to humanity. Though sometimes described as a “parliament
of nations”, the United Nations is neither a supra-State nor a government of governments. It does
not have an army nor

does it impose taxes. It depends on the political will of its Members to have its decisions
implemented and relies on contributions of its Members to carry out its activities. The United
Nations plays a central role in reducing international tensions, preventing conflicts and putting an
end to fighting already under way. It deals with our environment, outer space, and the sea-bed. It
has helped wipe out many diseases and expand food production. It cares for and protects refugees,
expands literacy and responds quickly to natural disasters. It also protects and promotes rights of
individuals by setting a global standard for human rights.

Main Organs of United Nations

The main organs of the UN are the General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic
and Social Council, the Trusteeship Council, the International Court of Justice, and the UN
Secretariat. All were established in 1945 when the UN was founded.

General Assembly

The General Assembly is the main deliberative, policymaking and representative organ of the UN.
All 193 Member States of the UN are represented in the General Assembly, making it the only UN
body with universal representation. Each year, in September, the full UN membership meets in the
General Assembly Hall in New York for the annual General Assembly session, and general debate,
which many heads of state attend and address. Decisions on important questions, such as those on


https://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-iii/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/ga/
http://www.un.org/en/members/
http://gadebate.un.org/

peace and security, admission of new members and budgetary matters, require a two-thirds
majority of the General Assembly. Decisions on other questions are by simple majority. The
General Assembly, each year, elects a GA President to serve a one-year term of office.

Security Council

The Security Council has primary responsibility, under the UN Charter, for the maintenance of
international peace and security. It has 15 Members (5 permanent and 10 non-permanent
members). Each Member has one vote. Under the Charter, all Member States are obligated to
comply with Council decisions. The Security Council takes the lead in determining the existence
of a threat to the peace or act of aggression. It calls upon the parties to a dispute to settle it by
peaceful means and recommends methods of adjustment or terms of settlement. In some cases, the
Security Council can resort to imposing sanctions or even authorize the use of force to maintain or
restore international peace and security. The Security Council has a Presidency, which rotates, and
changes, every month.

Economic and Social Council

The Economic and Social Council is the principal body for coordination, policy review, policy
dialogue and recommendations on economic, social and environmental issues, as well as
implementation of internationally agreed development goals. It serves as the central mechanism for
activities of the UN system and its specialized agencies in the economic, social and environmental
fields, supervising subsidiary and expert bodies. It has 54 Members, elected by the General
Assembly for overlapping three-year terms. It is the United Nations’ central platform for
reflection, debate, and innovative thinking on sustainable development.

Trusteeship Council

The Trusteeship Council was established in 1945 by the UN Charter, under Chapter XIlIl, to
provide international supervision for 11 Trust Territories that had been placed under the
administration of seven Member States, and ensure that adequate steps were taken to prepare the
Territories for self-government and independence. By 1994, all Trust Territories had attained self-
government or independence. The Trusteeship Council suspended operation on 1 November 1994,

International Court of Justice

The International Court of Justice is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations. Its seat is at
the Peace Palace in the Hague (Netherlands). It is the only one of the six principal organs of the
United Nations not located in New York (United States of America). The Court’s role is to settle,
in accordance with international law, legal disputes submitted to it by States and to give advisory
opinions on legal questions referred to it by authorized United Nations organs and specialized
agencies.

Secretariat

The Secretariat comprises the Secretary-General and tens of thousands of international UN staff
members who carry out the day-to-day work of the UN as mandated by the General Assembly and
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the Organization's other principal organs. The Secretary-General is chief administrative officer of
the Organization, appointed by the General Assembly on the recommendation of the Security
Council for a five-year, renewable term. UN staff members are recruited internationally and
locally, and work in duty stations and on peacekeeping missions all around the world. But serving
the cause of peace in a violent world is a dangerous occupation. Since the founding of the United
Nations, hundreds of brave men and women have given their lives in its service.
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Funds, Programmes, Specialized Agencies and Others

The UN system, also known unofficially as the 'UN family’, is made up of the UN itself and
many programmes, funds, and specialized agencies, all with their own leadership and
budget. The programmes and funds are financed through voluntary rather than assessed
contributions. The Specialized Agencies are independent international organizations funded
by both voluntary and assessed contributions.

Funds and Programmes

UNDP
Headquarters: New York City, USA

The United Nations Development Programme works in nearly 170 countries and territories,
helping to eradicate poverty, reduce inequalities and build resilience so countries can sustain
progress. As the UN’s development agency, UNDP plays a critical role in helping countries
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.

UNEP
Headquarters: Nairobi, Kenya

The United Nations Environment Programme established in 1972, is the voice for the environment
within the United Nations system. UNEP acts as a catalyst, advocate, educator and facilitator to
promote the wise use and sustainable development of the global environment.

UNFPA
Headquarters: New York City, USA

The United Nations Population Fund — UNFPA is the lead UN agency for delivering a world
where every pregnancy is wanted, every birth is safe, and every young person's potential is
fulfilled.

UN-Habitat
Headquarters: Nairobi, Kenya

The mission of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme is to promote socially and
environmentally sustainable human settlements development and the achievement of adequate
shelter for all.

UNICEF
Headquarters: New York City, USA

UNICEF works in 190 countries and territories to save children’s lives, to defend their rights, and
to help them fulfil their potential, from early childhood through adolescence.
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WFP
Headquarters: Rome, Italy

The World Food Programme aims to eradicate hunger and malnutrition. It is the world’s largest
humanitarian agency. Every year, the programme feeds almost 80 million people in around 75
countries.

UN Specialized Agencies

The UN specialized agencies are autonomous organizations working with the United Nations. All
were brought into relationship with the UN through negotiated agreements. Some existed before
the First World War. Some were associated with the League of Nations. Others were created
almost simultaneously with the UN. Others were created by the UN to meet emerging needs.

FAO
Headquarters: Rome, Italy

The Food and Agriculture Organization leads international efforts to fight hunger. It is both a
forum for negotiating agreements between developing and developed countries and a source of
technical knowledge and information to aid development.

ICAO
Headquarters: Montreal, Canada

The International Civil Aviation Organization develops standards for global air transport and
assists its 192 Member States in sharing the world’s skies to their socio-economic benefit.

IFAD
Headquarters: Rome, Italy

The International Fund for Agricultural Development, since it was created in 1977, has focused
exclusively on rural poverty reduction, working with poor rural populations in developing
countries to eliminate poverty, hunger and malnutrition; raise their productivity and incomes; and
improve the quality of their lives.

ILO
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland

The International Labor Organization promotes international labor rights by formulating
international standards on the freedom to associate, collective bargaining, the abolition of forced
labor, and equality of opportunity and treatment.

IMF
Headquarters: Washington, DC, USA

The International Monetary Fund fosters economic growth and employment by providing
temporary financial assistance to countries to help ease balance of payments adjustment and
technical assistance. The IMF currently has $28 billion in outstanding loans to 74 nations.
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IMO
Headquarters: London, United Kingdom

The International Maritime Organization has created a comprehensive shipping regulatory
framework, addressing safety and environmental concerns, legal matters, technical cooperation,
security, and efficiency.

ITU
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland

The International Telecommunication Union is the United Nations specialized agency for
information and communication technologies. It is committed to connecting all the world's people
— wherever they live and whatever their means. Through our work, we protect and support
everyone's fundamental right to communicate

UNESCO
Headquarters: Paris, France

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization focuses on everything from
teacher training to helping improve education worldwide to protecting important historical and
cultural sites around the world. UNESCO added 28 new World Heritage Sites this year to the list
of irreplaceable treasures that will be protected for today's travelers and future generations.

UNIDO
Headquarters: Vienna, Austria

The United Nations Industrial Development Organization is the specialized agency of the United
Nations that promotes industrial development for poverty reduction, inclusive globalization and
environmental sustainability.

UNWTO
Headquarters: Madrid, Spain

The World Tourism Organization is the United Nations agency responsible for the promotion of
responsible, sustainable and universally accessible tourism.

WHO
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland

The World Health Organization is the directing and coordinating authority on international health
within the United Nations system. The objective of WHO is the attainment by all peoples of the
highest possible level of health. Health, as defined in the WHO Constitution, is a state of complete
physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity.
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WIPO
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland

The World Intellectual Property Organization protects intellectual property throughout the world
through 23 international treaties.

WMO
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland

The World Meteorological Organization facilitates the free international exchange of
meteorological data and information and the furtherance of its use in aviation, shipping, security,
and agriculture, among other things.

World Bank
Headquarters: Washington, DC, USA

The World Bank focuses on poverty reduction and the improvement of living standards worldwide
by providing low-interest loans, interest-free credit, and grants to developing countries for
education, health, infrastructure, and communications, among other things. The World Bank works
in over 100 countries.

Related Organizations
CTBTO

Headquarters: Vienna, Austria

The Preparatory =~ Commission  for the  Comprehensive  Nuclear-Test-Ban  Treaty
Organization promotes the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (which is not yet in force)
and the build-up of the verification regime so that it is operational when the Treaty enters into
force.

IAEA
Headquarters: Vienna, Austria

The International Atomic Energy Agency, is the world's centre for cooperation in the nuclear field.
The Agency works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote the safe,
secure and peaceful use of nuclear technologies.

IOM
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland

The International Organization for Migration works to help ensure the orderly and humane
management of migration, to promote international cooperation on migration issues, to assist in the
search for practical solutions to migration problems and to provide humanitarian assistance to
migrants in need, including refugees and internally displaced people.
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OPCW
Headquarters: The Hague, Netherlands

The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons is the implementing body of the
Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), which entered into force in 1997. OPCW Member States
work together to achieve a world free of chemical weapons.

UNFCCC
Headquarters: Bonn, Germany

The UNFCCC Secretariat (UN Climate Change) was established in 1992 when countries adopted
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). With the subsequent
adoption of the Kyoto Protocol in 1997 and the Paris Agreement in 2015, Parties to these three
agreements have progressively reaffirmed the Secretariat’s role as the United Nations entity tasked
with supporting the global response to the threat of climate change.

WTO
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland

The World Trade Organization is a forum for governments to negotiate trade agreements, and a
place where member governments try to sort out the trade problems they face with each other.

ITC
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland

The International Trade Centre (ITC) is the only development agency that is fully dedicated to
supporting the internationalization of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMESs). Established in
1964, the ITC is the joint agency of the World Trade Organization and the United Nations.

Other Entities and Bodies
e UNAIDS - Joint United Nations Programme on HIVV/AIDS

e UNHCR - United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

e UNIDIR - United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research
e UNITAR - United Nations Institute for Training and Research
e UNOPS - United Nations Office for Project Services .

e UN Women
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