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Phenomenological



“theory of knowledge”
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objectivism
subjectivism

constructivis

m
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Phenomenology?
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Study of people‟s perceptions of  
the world

Multiple ways of interpreting the same  
experience



Gain the subjective experience

of the subject.
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The Key



oNew meaning

oFuller meaning

oRenewedmeaning
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Result



The focus of phenomenological  
research is people's experience in  
regard to a phenomenon and how  
they interpret their experiences.

internal logic
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In Sum



Positivist Paradigm vs  
Phenomenological Paradigm
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Perception does not mirror reality

phenomenological
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Positivist Phenomenological

Operationalizing concepts
Using multiple

so that  theycan be
methods to establish

measured
different views of a  
phenomenon

Using large samples from
Using small samples

which to generalize to the
researched indepth

population
over time (5-25)  

Quantitative methods
Qualitative methods

Methods…
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Source: Adapted  from Easterby-Smith  et al., 1991



" Truth is an interpretation of  
some phenomenon; the more  

shared that interpretation is the  
more factual it seems to be, yet it  
remains temporal and cultural"

(Munhall 1989).





Phenomenological Research
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Phenomenological Research

“Based upon experiences occurring  
in everyday life by persons from all  

walks of life.”

seeks opinions, subjective  
accounts, & interpretations of  

participants
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Key Characteristics (Shared w/ other  

Qualitative Research)

Natural Setting

stusdeyttoifnbgeihnaflvuieonr caessitthoecwcauyrs  

hunmaatunrsablleyhave
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Key Characteristics (Shared w/ other  

Qualitative Research)

Direct data collection

Researcher collects data directly  
from source.
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Data gathering methods:
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Data gathering methods:

Participantshave lived through the experiencesbeing
investigated, are willing to share theirthoughts about the
experiences, can articulate consciousexperiences.
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Key Characteristics (Shared w/ other  

Qualitative Research)

Rich narrative descriptions

Detailed narratives that  
provide in-depth  

understanding of contexts and  
behaviors
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Key Characteristics (Shared w/ other  

Qualitative Research)

Process orientation

Focus on why and how
behaviors occur
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Key Characteristics (Shared w/ other  

Qualitative Research)

Inductive data analysis

Generalizations induced from  
synthesizing gathered  

information.
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Inductive Logic

As evidence
accumulates, the degree to  

which the collection of true  
evidence statements comes  
to support a hypothesis, as  

measured by the logic, should  
tend to indicate that false  
hypotheses are probably false  
and that true hypotheses are  
probably true
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Inductive Logic

Example:

Every raven in a random  
sample of 3200 ravens is black.

This strongly supports the  
hypothesis that all ravens are  
black.
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Inductive Data Analysis

1
• Gather extensive data

2
• Close reading ofnotes

3
• Code & verify data

4
• Create categories

5
• Eliminate redundancy

6
• Synthesize into a conclusion, model or framework
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Inductive Data Analysis

1
• Description of researcher‟s experiences w/  

phenomenon

2
• Statements that show how the participants

experience the phenomenon are identified

3
• Meaningful units are formed from statements using  

verbatim language from the participants as illustration

4
• Descriptions from what was experienced are  

separated from how it was experienced

5
• Researcher mayreflect on own experiences or

integrate w/ those of participants

6
• Overall description of the meaning of the experience  

is constructed
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Key Characteristics (Shared w/ other  

Qualitative Research)

Participant perspective

Focus on participants’  
understanding and meaning
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Key Characteristics (Shared w/ other  

Qualitative Research)

Emergent research design

Research design evolves and  
changes as the study takes  

place.
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Advantages

Likely to pick up factors not part of the
original research focus

Capable of producing “thick descriptions” of  
people‟s experiences or perspectives w/in their  
natural settings

emergenthypotheses
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Advantages

Excels at illuminating  

context and process as  

a way of explaining  

actions and events

Gain insights into people‟s  

motivations and actions,
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Disadvantages

Concerns of generalizability to other situations

Difficult to replicate
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Validity Tips (Maxwell)

#1Talk less.
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Validity Tips (Maxwell)

#2Listen a
lot.Sue Quirante EDRE101



Validity Tips (Maxwell)

#4Record observations  
accurately.
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Validity Tips (Maxwell)

#4Seek feedback.
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Case Study : Street Soliciting

police “war” vs streetsoliciting1

legal crackdown is not working2

problem needs to beunderstood3

research study is commissioned4
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Case Study : Street Soliciting

Q

Why are the women turning to prostitution?  

What are the attitudes of the local community?  

What sort of clients seek women‟sservices?

Where are the clients from?
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interview

Case Study : Street Soliciting

womenresearchers
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Case Study : Street Soliciting

researchers

police

….

….

locals
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Case Study : Street Soliciting

researchers

personal biographies
+

own attitude towards their work
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Case Study : Street Soliciting

researchers

..

.
..
.

..

.
..
.

..

.

range of problems &issues
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Case Study: Adolescent Female Sexuality

This paper presents research  
in female first sexual

intercourse in Australia...Our  
research adopted a qualitative  
approach to provide unique  
insight into adolescent sexual  

behavior, attitudes, and  
development.

Morrisey, G. & Higgs, J. (2006).  
Phenomenological Research and Adolescent  
Female Sexuality: Discoveries andApplications.
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Case Study: Adolescent Female Sexuality
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Stage One: Description of the Phenomenon of Interest by  

the Researchers

Stage Two: Collection of Participants’ Descriptions of  

the Phenomenon

StageThree:Reading andAnalysis ofAll the

Participant  Descriptions of the Phenomenon
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Kim
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Kim was 18 when she was interviewed and 15 when  
she  experienced her FSI.Shewas on an extended  
trip overseas and began a romance with a boy a year  
older than her. Prior to this 2-3 monthholiday
romance, Kim‟s sexual experience had been limited  to 
kissing and the “basics”, such as „petting‟. She says  they  
spent  a  lot of timetogether and the sexual side  
of the relationship progressed so that intercourse  
became a natural step.



Kim

She experienced her FSI on the eve of her  
departure,bound back for Australia.Kim says it
wasn‟t planned, but „just happened‟ and that there had  
been no pressure for it to occur. She never saw him  
again, and describes the experience as very  
emotionally positive.She felt connected to her  
partner, saying it felt nice to feel loved, to feel his  
body, and to feel connected to him. She described the  
event as „beautiful‟. Kim had expected her FSI to be  
both physically painful and emotionally passionate.
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Kim
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Kim says her FSI experience made her feel more  
mature. She was the first in her group of girlfriends to  
experience FSI and this made her feel older and more  
experienced. She saw the experience as a step in her  
life, from innocent to less so, and from girl to woman.
Kim says she is glad the experience was how it
was, being so positive and connected, and glad it was  
with the boy she shared it with



Kim

She says her FSI was not as painful as she expected,  
but neither was it as passionate as she thought it  
would be. Kim saysshe learned a lot sexually from  
him, and appreciated that he was a little more  
experienced than her when it came to her FSI. She  
had received some school sexuality education,  
consisting mainly of contraception and STI  
information, and she says she was glad she had it. Her  
other source of sexuality information was her older  
sister who brought boys back, and had sex without  
contraception and then told Kim what it waslike.
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Kim

Kim says she knew it wasn‟t good that her sister  
wasn‟t using contraception. At first, Kim did not insist  
on a condom during her FSI, but says after the first  
two minutes, she mentioned it and he withdrew and  
put a condom on. Kim says her FSI experience made  
her feel more mature. She was the first in her group  
of girlfriends to experience FSI and this made her feel  
older and more experienced. She saw the experience  
as a step in her life, from innocent to less so, and  from 
girl to woman.

Sue Quirante EDRE101



Kim

Kim says she is glad the experience was how it
was, being so positive and connected, and glad it was  
with the boy she shared it with.
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Transform concrete language into language  
or concepts of science.
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The final stage of description lies in gleaning a structural  
description of the phenomenon from the summary  
portraits by reading through each summary and  
transcript, identifying common themes, reducing the  

themes, and reordering them into a structural  

description.

The process involved leaving the individual lifeworlds  
behind and focusing on the phenomenon to produce an  
inclusive statement of the essential qualities of the
phenomenon‟s essential qualities.



Transform concrete language into language  
or concepts of science.
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The initial formation of the FSI thematic model involved  
uncovering and articulating themes.These themes  
captured and reflected the experiences of all the  
participants in this study. Subsequent analysis enabled the  
organization of the themes into six essential  
components, characterizing the experience of female FSI  
with respective to expressed sub-themes.The  
transformation of multiple expressions of themes into a  
theoretical/thematic model resulted after
reading, highlighting, immersion, portrait 
development, mind-map drawing, notes, andreflection.



Development of Models of FSI from the  
Research
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Once the analysis and synthesis stages were reached, two  
models were developed: one thematic and onestructural.

Through analysis of the experience of female FSI the  
first,“the FSI model”, was developed to portray a  deeper, 
more specific understanding of the  multidimensional 
nature and experience of female FSI.  This model 
elucidates multiple aspects of the experience  of FSI.



Development of Models of FSI from the  
Research
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The six critical elements contained in the FSI model  
are:
physical, emotional, educational, developmental,transit 
ional, and influential experiences...

These six fundamental elements/themes of FSI  
provide an overall, foundational understanding of the  
nature of female FSI experience and extend the  
knowledge of FSI to emphasize its multidimensional  
nature…



Model
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This thematic FSI model is valuable to educators and  
researchers in sexuality education.The findings from this  
research provide a strong argument for specifically  
incorporating an FSI component in sexuality
education, which is not currently the case in private or  
public sexuality education in Australia or elsewhere. Most  
participants spoke of not receiving adequate education  
about sex in general:They expressed a desire for sexuality  
education beyond the scope of condoms, prevention of  
sexually transmitted infection, and clinical sexualhealth.
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Participants stated that at the crucial time in their  
teens, in their early to late high school years, they were  
not taught what to know and expect for their FSI. Most  
participants indicated that a greater knowledge base  
about issues such as the affect surrounding sex and  
intercourse, what to expectfrom
FSI, performance, intercourse technique, relationship  
negotiation, planning, dealing with peer and partner  
pressure, and coping with consequences of intercourse  
would have helped them more thanthe
clinical,anatomical (“penis and vaginas on blackboards”)  
approach to sex that they described receiving intheir
school health education.
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Conclusion
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It is recommended that further research on female FSI be  
conducted, building on this study. For example, it would  
be desirable to further explore and also quantify the  
trends and themes found in the FSI model, across other  
geographic, ethnic, cultural, religious, and socio-economic  
groups.Another logical step in further research would be  
to replicate this study for males. Although affective  
reactions to first coitus in males havebeen
investigated, research into the educational implications for  
boys in particular is limited (Sprecher, Barbee, &  Schwartz,
1995)



Conclusion
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Participants in this study criticized the formal education  
they received prior to their FSI experience. Further  
exploration of sexuality education, including the value of  
applying the models generated from this research, is  
warranted.This study has demonstrated that the answers  
educators, health researchers, parents, and policy makers  
seek when it comes to adolescent sexuality, specifically  
female sexual expression, require more information than  
can be gleaned through quantitative researchalone.
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