
History of Forensic 
Science



What is forensics?

 Forensic Science 
= the application 
of science to 
criminal and civil 
law



 “Forensic” comes from the Latin forensis, 
meaning a public forum . . . in Roman times 
judicial proceedings were held in the forum.







Famous Criminalists

 1. Vidocq—
Frenchman and 
former criminal
 Master of disguise and 

escape
 Applied these abilities 

and his amazing eye for 
detail to criminal 
investigation

 Created first dept. of 
investigation in Paris

Eugène François Vidocq
1775-1857



Vidocq (cont.)
Popular origins of forensics or 

criminalistics are attributed to the 
historic Vidocq
. . . Sherlock Holmes 
is based, largely, 
on Vidocq





Famous Criminalists (cont.)

 2. Hans Gross
Austrian
Public prosecutor and judge
Published description of applying 

scientific disciplines to the field of 
criminal investigation.





Famous Criminalists (cont.)
 3. Edmund Locard

 Frechman
 Demonstrated how Gross’ principles 

could be incorporated into a workable 
crime lab

 Founder of Institute of Criminalistics at 
Univ. of Lyons (an internationally 
renowned center for study and research 
in forensics)



Locard’s Principle

***When a criminal comes in contact 
with a person or object, a dual 
exchange of particles takes place.***















FBI forensics laboratory

 Established under J. Edgar Hoover
 Most ambitious commitment to 

forensics


























