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lroduction: |
countries of South Asia have similar Physical features. Besides high mountains all
e countries have fer‘ule .plams ~of alluvial soil brought by the rivers from
Jilintainous areas. In this region some uneven and rough areas known as plateaus
also found. |
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South Asian Geography : ;

Although lSout_h, Asia is a region consisting of seven indep_e«'n_dént CIOUn.tries. s
it R ] 0 e

discuss physical features of each country separately.

Ph?siCal, Features qffllndia\ RO

. Thesg are as Follows: * .-~ | SRR ;,sa
- G Nairag Joo 0 0 LBl
1. - Himalayas (,‘;g OUNSE A i J m:"_ Han gt 5%8
fame g SN \ o -~ poA

2. . Central Plains | Orav S, }’,)’f"‘*‘-f g =ts A
3. _ Southern Plateaus © | -

4. Eastern "&'Westferh Coastal P‘lain-‘ !

(1) HIMALAYAS: ©
In 'l'the‘ nbfih of India the highéé't’mouht‘éiﬁ' of-the-wdrld Hima!s;yas IS situateq
runs for about 2500 km.. from. the eastern extremity of Assam to the western |j ¥,

arying from 300 km. to ‘350 km. and contains somerzlftsn

Kashmir with a bre§dth v ,
d. The Himalayas, a series of parallel Ranges intersecteq

2. Central or lesser Himalayas -
lesst,ef gi(rjr:g;ai‘;; ?fg\;\;aggn’zaengzélf zuamzeconfd Péra"el'Range, known as centrdt
Bata R I Masuri ©f Of series such as - Pjr Panial Range, ¥
R s g e et s S
~mostly run from east to west. o ca level, ?nd their width is about.80 kahey

£
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% great Himalayas:
4. in the north of central o‘r: lesser Himalayas lie the series of the great
nilar Yas‘ The average height of this series is about 6100 meters above sea level
. ,..1a‘a;ies is about 25 km. 'wide and situated about 150 km. from the plain areas of
; SThe highest peak of the world Mount Everest (8848 meters) near the border of
;133-! ies in these Ranyes There are other important peaks such as Kanchenjunga
3 meters), Makalu (8481 meters), Dhaulagri (8172 meters) and Nanda Devi
E E645 % / 7820 meters), which also lie in this Range. - {
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¢ high peaks of these mountains remained snow covered through out the year. It is
"y difficult to cross these mountains especially in winter, due to their height and
owfall. So many glaciefs are found on these mountains, which provide water in the
Mmer to the rivers coming from these areas.
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: t passes in these mountains, which cop, o

here are some importan y . Onnect |- ¢
i Berzal pass, Zojila pass (Occupied Kashmr) Bara,gdla i

hina). These are -
(S(;Ia'pki)la pass (Himachal Pradesh), Nathola pass and Geleep L3 pachapass,‘ .,
Thagla pass, Nati pass, Lipolakh pass (Uttar Pradesh). 8§ (Sikk‘; &
4l
. * - by
| | barrier between India and T; I
This Range has served as a natura _ e
orotects the Indian plain areas from the cold winds of the north. A (Ch’na)é e
| i
1. Eastern Ranges of Himalayas: | L:z
!

These Ranges are situated between the Indian states of Arunachg| Pradgy,  1he
Myanmar (Burma). The areas of Assam, Nagaland, Mlzoram, Teripura, alsOSh el
under these Ranges. Some times these Ranges are knqwn as Gars, Khasia_andtj)amq ;ivf
: |

hills or eastern branches of Himalayas. % ' gpd!

These hilly areas are not very high and due to heavy rain, these are mostly Cdve: (LL
~with thick forests. ?

e | | | This

2. Central Plain: o | sou

' ’ '{o sl

The Central plain areas of India are situated between the Himalayas and Deg nef:;

Plateau. This includes the greater part of Northern India and covers more than 250
from east to west with a width of about 350 km. This plain is formed by. the bé;?ns .
Ganga, the tributaries of Indus and the Brahamputra and has been the cradle of I (l-l-)'
Aryan civilization from the earliest times.

This plain is bounded by the Himalayas region on the north and the ' | eros
on ghe south, it reflects many striking regional contrasts not only in'reZiglgtsg;arhresgiﬂ B
environment, but‘also of economic life. The basins of Ganga and Bréham ut pdy

heavy rainfall their agriculture is the chief occupation of the people. M tﬁ iy :Je g
the total population of India is inhabited in this region. Ple. More than 40%|.

")

In the states of Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, so many multipurpose project

have been completed on various river ' i
P S, Wh i : s
for irrigation to millions of hectares dry lands.‘Ch e prowdmg OBEIdES electricity wate
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ﬁ%njﬂern Plateaus:

i | S i :

| 1 the South of fertile areas of northern India. There | i Tri

tniven land ansisting old mountains and valle;sr.el\fai; zlii(g:'?: hoe:v]c-antahnegtojia'r'Shapecj
these mountains and plateaus of India. came into being before the exg?;ﬁgéha}

| Himalayas. So after many earth movements, these mountainous areas becamoe

~uneven. In the ancient imes many volcanoes used to erupt lava and black soil, which

| they deposited In t.hese areas, so many areas become the fertile plains of black éoil.

1, The slope of South India lies mostly from west to east because most of the rivers like
ty fiver Krishna, C‘auv_ary‘ ‘M_ahanadl fal! in Bay of Bengal. But some rivers like Narmada
Jy River and Tapti River join the Arabian Sea. All these rivers flow only in the rainy
“season. Thus old mountain Ranges and plateaus of South Asia are follows. -
i l ) E . '

:oﬂ(i) “Aravalli Range:

This Range runs over 725 km. about long from Delhi to Gujarat from North-east to
South-west. This Mlountain Range between Delhi to Ajmer is very uneven & divided in
to small parts. Mount Abu is just the part of this Range & the valley of Banas separates
it from the main Range. Mount Abu is 1200 meters above the sea level. The highest

ZDSeOG peak of Aravalli Range is Guru Sikhar, which is 1722 meters above the sea level.

a;f": (i) _Satpara Range:

After the Aravalli & Malva Plateau the old mountain Range of Bundhiachal & Satpara
are situated. There height has been reduced by the processes of weathering and
r refl rosion. Now these are considered among the nominal mountalns.

ohys . . _
1d¥(1)  Plateau of Malva: The Valley of Narmada River consists of black soil
40% areas which are 610 meters above sea level. *

!

| | |
'1(2) The Chota Nagpur Plateat
fringe of Madhya Pradesh and Puruli

u: This consists of Bihar plateau, eastern
5 district of West Bengal.

2d &
or IO“l | o
rent ) The Ranchi Plateau: The Ranchi plateau lies in the south
@ b the elevation of western parts i higher than the gastern one.

of Damodar,

he north of Ranchi

s of the plateau are
tern part is situated

M) | . This plateau lies in t
| ARIL d au:. This platé

d TAhe Hazan'ba' h Plate ters. The eastern part
p plateay., Its elevation is about 600 Meters. Jeriglapel
higher than other parts. Like the place 'Parasn

at 1,366 meters above sea level.
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Physical Features of India
68 72 76 80" 84 88" 92" 96
T PAMIR e T T ‘ = '
36
c H | N A 32
32k J
s
_PAKISTAN Ry _
, NAMCHA BARWA
XBOLAN @80’3}"?!3“ T‘BSTEVEREST 8850m
i - ANNAPURNA | MAKALU 8481
@ 8078m
&
28T
(5 <
'ﬁﬂi 1J IN |
245-: ¥ ) 'II U ; B ' “ ‘ J N (' & .' 2 '-__ A b
gg m \13 MIZO HILLS
I GATHIAWAR :
8o '\ PEN ATEUFA FANG ('  MYANMAR
T AJANTA .é" Rl
. OF (.
ST AerAT WEERN T LKA
! .:_N\F\ 050 .@ CHI . ‘
! T - LAKE T gAY OF |
b S - BENGAL
ARABIAN z 1t
SEA Al
AN ‘
1}} : INDEX
3 MOUNTAIN RANGE § |
7 l' . b a 1
2 & Jeeme £
< L v
; _’q’gj 3 [ x | PAssORLA ;Q
7 s 'f\ ) g Q" -
% . e ] RIVER o
s %GHA }ANAIMUDIC? - - ; 2 ANDANAN
2, Z ol \/2695m (PALK STR.[iiiiiii| HEIGHT ABOVE 300 MTRS. f&)
%\ ({\% Qy F( ' ) ' Q;‘ 46
Q. o D % G(LJJLF | | TP N
z i : ILOMETRES )
7, v va.MANNAR  gRI K o '
2 KOMART LANKA\ 100 0 100 200 300 400 ’@9,»0
7 _ T — — O, Od'
. ' v |
i
| I N DI AN O C E A N [t
i o ? il
72’ 76 80° : B4 88 of =

oudiiieu wiul udli1o(



[V

4

i laldk A A A D

- s in north-eastern edge of the Chota N - ;
ills lie 1N nortr ! a Nagpur Plateau run in the north-
sgon inere average height about 400 meters above sea level. PEEaHE
el . | s

. peccan Plateau:

s area lying between the eastgrn & Western Ghats is known as "Deccan Plateau". - .~
e Western Ghats areas are higher-and these areas receive more rain due to the

mmer monsoon.

5 many seasonal rivers while flowing the Western Ghat make their way before falling
1 to the Bay of Bengal. Because mosi of the surface of these areas lies from west to
east, That why these areas; in the western parts of Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka state and most areas of Deccan Plateau consists of black soil. There are

have various types of minerals. In the extreme south are the

also many areas which |
cardamom hills: And one of the branch of that Range is known as "Animalai Hills".
The'highes't peak of south India is Anamudi 2695 meters above sea level, lies

in this Range.

Coastal Lowlands:

N

I

a5 the West =na East coastal

The both of coastal lowlands of India are considerec
plains are as follows. : £ -

(a)_ West Coastal Lowlands :

Inthe West coastal land of India, there are many fertile plains which came in to being
after the sediment-and fertile soil brought by the rivers. Many areas are thickly

11 Populated due to the fertility of land.

/ \\éf\\‘ -

PP 7o,

: ‘l’lLPlain of Rann Kutch:

|

an island. It was a part of the sea, and

“Cording to experts this plain area was once
brought mainly by the Indus River n

e .
“ame high from sea level due to the sediment

Man L v
| islan{j Ereas due to the sea waves marshy condition are found. Near the coast some
" Bela Khadir, Pancham are also seen. -
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- Kutch lies to the south of the Rann of Cutbh; it is a dry area with generally broad sand

terrain along the coast. In many places these i i -
3.00 —— yp foes rocky ridges having an elevation of about

;o

Kathiawar Area:

~z :
|

Kathiawar is situated to the South of Kutch, it consists of some semi hilly and plain
areas, the central part is higher from the other areas. For example in Girnar Hills (near

Junagarh) the place of Gorakhnath (1,117 meters) is considered the highest point in
Kathiawar. - |

The Plaih of Gujarat:

i i ‘ load of

amati deposit enorr_nous ' )
Uigl;r broad fertile alluvial plain has
gouth of Daman the coastal lowlang
d Goa the coastal plain

The River Tapti Narmada, the Mahi and the
sediments is the Gulf of Camby. As Ia tr:s
come in to existence north of Daman. In the
narrows ‘to a width of about 50 km. Between Daman an

areas is called the Konkan.

Plain of Kerala:
‘ o | ir - la state |
in i icini hat Gap and in the south of-Kera s

in in the vicinity of the Palg .
f Tr;et.co?Sttanlropa:z In places it broadens to- a width of 96 t};ﬁm.nO}ifers;grit:t&;ysTEaVe
re a, ";Z; lagooﬁs which run parallel to the coast.in Souf er Keraa * diséh ese

“ ' ' 2 vers

!Z;oons, called Kayals, receive water of a large number of i _ arging |

that to the sea. -

f
A
i
(
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(b) - East COastal.Low‘land}:

- is proad in Tamil Nadu where its width is 1OQ to 120 km north of
vtlt@%%%?ﬁii%ﬂ?aﬁri coastal lowland is narrow, at some places it is less than 32km
in width. Because huge amount of fertile sediments brought by Igrge rivers, Mahanad
the Godavari the Krishna and the Cauvary. Thus these rivers built .Iarge.qeltas befort
‘alling in to the sea. SO these deltas are densely populated due to the fertility.

s the sea is shallow near the emerged lowland coasts, there natural harbors @

ssent except few.

oldlllieyu vidl udi IILC



map of Pakistan shows that Pakistan has a number of peculiar

ke of PhySiCQ' . ; .
ﬁidyThiS country has green alluvial plains, it has hot deserts, and it has loftily
A ond 2SO has plateaus. Thus Pakistan can be divided into the following
g : :
3 f;gweg“’”s‘ |
ro| v , : |
n e North Easterﬁv Mountains. |

7he North Western Mountains.

gmemdus plain (upper and lower including delta areas).
of | ’

AS l lateaus (
d The P

1  The North Eastérn Mountains:

The Salt Range, the Potohar Plateau & the Balochistan platedu).

malayas" comprising of a series
The Himalayas stretches like a-
gth of about 1 500 miles. The
ts of Four Parallel Ranges
e of these goes decreasing

hese Ranges can be sub-

;highest mounta
anges is situate

nthe north of Indo-Pak

in of the world known as "The Hi
d in the north-east of our country.
. Sub-Continent, having a len
is |of this mountain which came into our share, consis
/e een these Ranges lie some beautiful valleys. The slop
e |the north to south. Thus according to their altitudes, 1

g edas:

Siwalik mountains, situated adjacent
ave a height of between 2000 and

The Siwalik Range: The Range of

| o plain areas of Himalayas. These hills h

| 3000 feet above sea level.

&

ter or lesser Himalayas, these Ranges lie

urther to the north and Parallel to the Karrakuram Range-is known as the PIr
s Range is 15000 ft. approximately.

|

2 | Panj _

l T:}’;‘Jral'Range, The average height of thi ‘

e ¢ Is also snowfall in the winter, and 1 d with natural
elaion  forests. -

|
&
|
{
|

!
|
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—

The Pir Panjal Range: The ou

=

nost areas are covere

ntains lie in between

es have an average
Range. The

The
1€ Central or great Himalayas: These mou

eigh:roliaznja‘ Range & Karrakuram Range. These Ranges hav
0,000 feet. The beautiful valley of Kashmir lies in this

e p
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