Medieval society

It was organized into a feudal system. The land was awarded to people in return for their services. At the topwas the king and in the bottom the peasant.                 

 The Middle Ages:

Economics and Society In medieval Europe, rural life was governed by a system scholars call “feudalism.” In a feudal society, the king granted large pieces of land called fiefs to noblemen and bishops. During the 11th century, however, feudal life begaThe Feudal Society

Feudal society

In the top was the king. He owned all the lands.He divided some of his land between the church and his nobles.The barons ,that were the most important nobles, divided some of his land between the knights that were the next in the feudal system.The peasants were in the bottom of the feudal system.

William of Normandy                                                                    

 It was used in France by the Normans in 900. After William of Normandy conquered England, the system was introduced there, too. The feudal system became an established way of life throughout much of Europe for over 300 years.

 Crime and Punishmen                                             

They were usually very harsh. The criminals might be dragged behind a horse, whipped or hanged, depending on the nature of their crime. They could be also locked in pillars.Peasants who broke the law were tried by their lord in their lord´s courts. Their lord hadalmost all the power over them.                                                          

Medieval Women                                                                      

In the medieval society women were inferior than men and when they married they had to give any lands to their husbands. Even they had few rights, they had to work for living .Medieval women had to work in the fields.Spinner was always done by women.The wives and daughters of craftsmen were often employed in workshops.

Middle Ages feudalism and the society
The powers kings once held gradually passed into the hands of the nobles, and the feudal customs determined the political, social, and economic relations within the Middle Ages society.

Feudal customs

The elements which shaped European feudalism were the practice of commendation, the holding of fiefs, and the grants of immunity. Commendation was the act by which a free man accepted to be a vassal, commending himself to a more powerful member of the society, like a noble, a bishop, or an abbot.The vassal promised to serve his lord faithfully, in war or with advice, and did not lose his position as a free man, or sink on the social scale. The lord was bound by his own obligations to support and protect his vassals, and did his best to have as many as possible, as a large number of followers added importance and strength.In the later Middle Ages the old feudal order of the society was changed by the emancipation of serfs. As the serfs frequently left their land, the landlords reduced the burdens imposed upon their tenants, and tried to attract new ones.The lords who needed large sums of money for a crusade or a local war sold to their serfs the exemption from certain obligations. This custom spread, because to a certain extent landowners had to compete for laborers. Emancipation was also looked upon as a pious act, and many lords decided to free high numbers of serfs. In most of France, the worst burdens of serfdom disappeared by the beginning of the thirteenth century, and in many parts there were no serfs at all. The life of the peasants was still hard, but eventually they all became freemen. Serfs who became members of the clergy were freed at the same time, and many rose to high positions, even to the Papal throne.

Medieval urban society

With the towns and merchant class gaining importance in the Medieval society, the old order of feudalism began to change. The merchants and generally the burghers became so wealthy that the kings decided to have them as allies in their power struggle against the nobles.Throughout the Middle Ages the upper classes were themselves engaged in trade. The manorial lord sold the produce of his estates, and at fairs and markets purchased everything he needed for himself and his family. In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, noblemen and bishops, abbots and kings themselves had ships which were doing trade with foreign countries for their profit.

A considerable number of the traders of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries were cadets of good families, as in a knight’s family, only the eldest succeeded to the family estate and honors, the rest had to provide for themselves.What strengthened the position of traders in the Medieval society was their organization into powerful and wealthy Guilds, which also consolidated even more the political position of the towns.As a city was technically the residence of a bishop, it belonged to his fief. As a result, the town was a valuable piece of property which could be sold as the owner pleased.The towns emancipated through their growth, which was wholly due to commerce and manufacturing. From the twelfth to the fourteenth century conditions in towns improved. It was sort of win-win situation, as the lords greatly contributed to the development of commerce. They found it to their advantage to make better roads, to build bridges, and to police the routes, since for these services they demanded heavy taxes from the merchants. Later the charges consisted of a fixed amount, and were no longer dictated by the lord’s pleasure.

By the wealth and influence of their Guilds, the townsmen position within the Middle Ages society considerably improved. They became influent and powerful, and were able to obtain exemptions from many burdens. By different means, from buying or taking advantage of political instability, they secured more privileges, until the towns became in many cases self-governing communities.                                                                       

 The Universities in society

Many Universities took the Guilds as models, the University of Paris being such an example. The right to teach belonged to the masters, corresponding to the master-workmen, while the students corresponded to the apprentices. In a guild, an apprentice had to work a number of years and to prove their skills before they became full members. In a similar manner, the students had to study for six years and pass examinations before becoming masters in art.In conclusion, the Medieval society was not a primitive one, and we may dare to say that it differed from ours more in kind than in degree, and, in its own kind, we cannot deny its majesty. Modern institutions were in part shaped during the Medieval times.

