Absolute and Relative Dispersion
Measure of absolute dispersion cannot be used to compare the variation of two or more series. For example the standard deviation of heights of students cannot be compared with the S.D of weights. A measure of absolute dispersion does not, in itself, tell whether the variation is large or small. To compare the variation of two or more series, we need a measure called the relative dispersion defined by

Types
i. Coefficient of Range
ii. Coefficient of Quartile deviation/ Semi-interquartile range
iii. Coefficient of Mean Deviation
iv. Coefficient of Variance
v. Coefficient of Standard deviation

Coefficient of Range=		 
Coefficient of quartile deviation:  
Coefficient of mean deviation:  
Coefficient of Variance: 
The most commonly used measure of relative dispersion is the coefficient of variation which was introduced by karl Pearson. It is frequently used in comparing dispersion of two or more series. It is also used as a criterion of consistence performance; the smaller the coefficient of variation, the more consistence is the performance. 

Example: Mean grade 78, Standard deviation: 8
Mean grade 73, standard deviation: 7.6
C.V for statistics= 




Standardized variable 

Mean= 0, Variance = 1
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