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An introduction to
Geological Maps

INTRODUCTION TO

Introduction

Underlying all of Australia’s unique environment is the continent’s geology — the rocks and
minerals. The rocks and minerals influence the landforms — the mountains, valleys and plains
— and the soil on which our unique flora and fauna depend.

Having an understanding of the geology of our continent will lead to a greater appreciation of the
importance of Australia’s wonderful environment.

Geology is the study of the Earth. It includes the study of the rocks on the Earth including the
minerals and fossils they contain, the way the rocks are positioned, the processes which formed
them and the age of the different layers. Geology also includes the study of the weathering
(breakdown) of those rocks and the soils they form. A geological map shows many of these
features — especially the types of rocks and their relationship to each other — both in age and
location. A geological map makes it possible to develop an understanding of the geological
history of an area.

Why use a map of Mt Todd?

The map included in this booklet is real. Mt Todd is a location in the Northern Territory
slightly north-west of Katherine where geologists collected data to produce the map in the
1960s. The map has been reprinted here at a different scale to help you learn about
geological maps.

The geology shown on this map of the Mt Todd area is relatively simple. There are many
interesting geological features and landforms in the Mt Todd area. This booklet will help
you to understand some of the interesting features of Mt Todd, and equip you with the
skills you will need to read other geological maps.

How to use this booklet

This booklet has been designed to show you how to read a geological map by
learning a concept or skill then doing an activity which shows how the concept or
skill is used on geological maps. (The activity symbol, shown on the right of this
text, indicates an activity related to the information being discussed.) You will need
no special material or equipment — other than some string. The suggested answers
to the activities can be found at the back of the booklet for you to check your progress.

As well as this booklet the kit contains:
e acopy of the Mt Todd Map Sheet — geology on one side, topography on the reverse
e aplastic Map Card

© Australian Geological Survey Organisation, 1997



Page 2 An Introduction to Geological Maps

The Map

The map is made of many components which contribute to the overall picture of the geology of
the Mt Todd area. The diagram below shows the main features of the map, and the information
which follows explains how to use them.

J legend
map face
J symbols
scale L =S5 :| e relationship of
rock units
| a A\ )
= s
\ map of Northern Territory
cross-section ‘
: reliability diagram
The Map Face

The information which follows gives details of how the map has been drawn. It is important to
be familiar with map projections, scale, and latitude and longitude.

Map Projections

The surface of the Earth is curved. This means that a flat map will misrepresent the exact
curved surface. To minimise the distortion, map makers (cartographers) use map
projections to portray all or part of the round Earth as accurately as possible on a flat
surface. There are many different types of map projections. The cartographer chooses
one best suited to the area of the Earth’s surface being mapped.

Most geological maps, including the one of Mt Todd, have been mapped using the
Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) map projection.

Map Age

It is important, especially if a map is going to be used for navigation, that you take into
consideration the age of the map. Obviously cultural features, such as roads etc will
change over time. The Mt Todd Map geology map was drawn in the 1950s, while the
topographic map was drawn in the 1990s.

© Australian Geological Survey Organisation, 1997
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Universal Transverse Mercator

Scale

The Mt Todd map is at a scale of 1:75 000. This means that 1cm on the map
equals 75 000 cm (or 750 m) on the ground.

To help you measure distances, a map card is included in the kit (one for
each map copy) which has a line scale as well as latitude and longitude
scales and a compass rose) A line scale like the one below is also shown in
the centre lower part of the map, .

L I I I | |
0 1 2 3 4 5

G ale 1924

Kilometres

Latitude and Longitude

Latitude and longitude are the elements of a grid system used to locate any point on the
surface of the Earth.

Latitude
Latitude is the distance north (N) or south (S) of the equator and is measured in

degrees, minutes and seconds. The Equator is at latitude zero degrees and the
South Pole is at latitude 90°S (the North Pole is at 90°N).

Each degree is divided into 60 minutes and each minute is divided into 60 seconds.
With the use of computers, more often now these coordinates use a ‘digital style’
where minutes are given as a decimal rather than in 60ths. In this kit however,
degrees, minutes and seconds will be used.

The following symbols are used to represent degrees (°), minutes (') and seconds
(")

The Mt Todd map covers the area between 14°00'S (14 degrees and 00 minutes
south of the equator) and 14°15'S (14 degrees and 15 minutes south of the
equator)

© Australian Geological Survey Organisation, 1997



Page 4 An Introduction to Geological Maps

Longitude

Longitude is the distance east or west from an imaginary line which runs from the
North Pole, through the London suburb of Greenwich in England and down to the
South Pole. This is often known as the Greenwich line. Why Greenwich? This
is the location of the Royal Observatory and all maps drawn by the British during
the early development of maps used this line as 0° longitude line. Today, all maps
use the Greenwich line for 0° longitude. Like latitude, longitude is measured in
degrees, minutes and seconds.

The Mt Todd map covers the area between 132 °00'E and 132 °30°E.

Latitude and longitude (lat/long) lines are marked on the Mt Todd Map. The value
of each line is written on the map edge. Each line represents 5 minutes, so the top
left comer is 14 °00', the next latitude line down the side is 14 °05', etc. There is
also a dashed line marked right on the edge of the map — each ‘dash’ represents
one minute.

There is a plastic map card in the pocket at the back of this booklet. It can be used
to help measure latitude and longitude, as well as direction and scale. Each larger
division on the lat/long scales represents one minute. Each smaller division
represents six seconds.

Note that because of the curvature of the Earth, the lines marked on the map may
not be equally spaced. Do not assume that they are! This means that in some
places the map card may appear to have a six second error.

When using this method of finding a location, the latitude is always
given before the longitude i.e. Edith Falls is located at

14°11'S, 132°12'E. The first number in the latitude refers to the
whole number of degrees, and the next number after the point refers
to the number of minutes towards the next latitude line or, more
simply, the number of 60ths towards the next latitude line. The
same applies to the longitude numbers. If the second number is 00, this means
that the location is exactly on the latitude or longitude line.

North, south, east, west

Unlike most maps, this map does not have an arrow which shows the direction of north (a
north point). However, like most maps, north is to the top of the map, south to the
bottom, east to the right and west to the left. The other directional points on the compass
are shown in the diagram on the next page, as well as on the map card.

Often directions are given as a compass bearing — an angle in degrees with north
being 0°, east being 90°, south being 180° and so on. If you were walking to a
bearing of 135°, for example, you would be walking to the south-east. Note that
the bearing 360° is also north! The bearings of the major map points are marked
on the map card.

© Australian Geological Survey Organisation, 1997
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Compass Points
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The Legend

The Mt Todd geological map has a legend down the right-hand side which
summarises the geological information. Each major rock unit found in the area is
represented by a colour and a symbol on the map. (A rock unit is a geologically
mappable area of similar rock types. A single unit can be identified in different parts
of a map area.) The rock unit symbol is normally a two or three letter code that
helps distinguish colours which are similar e.g. Qa for Quaternary. The legend has
the corresponding colour and symbol in a small box.

A description of the rocks is written next to the box. In some places a number of different rock
types are found and so more than one type are listed. A glossary of terms to help you understand
the descriptions can be found at the back of this booklet.

Rock Types
Geologists place rocks into three categories :

Igneous rocks
These are rocks that have formed from the cooling of molten rock material.

Sedimentary rocks

These are rocks that have formed from the consolidation of sediments, such as sand,
pebbles, clay or mud. These sediments can contain fragments of rocks, animals and
plants.

Metamorphic rocks

These are rocks that have changed their nature (recrystallised) from the original rock
material because they have been heated, but not melted, and/or placed under great amounts
of pressure.

© Australian Geological Survey Organisation, 1997
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Rock Type Summary Table

Igneous Sedimentary Metamorphic
Cooled below ground sandstone quartzite
(plutonic) conglomerate : slate
gabbro shale gneiss
diorite greywacke phyllite
dolerite mudstone marble
granite limestone schist
coal
Cooled above ground siltstone
(volcanic)
basalt unconsolidated sediments
dacite sand, alluvium, soil
toscanite
rhyolite _ Sedimentary rocks made up of volcanic material such as

ash and rock fragments are known as pyroclastics.

See the glossary at the end of this booklet for descriptions of some of the other terms used on the
map.

The legend is also designed to show the age relationships of each of these rock units.

CAINOZOIC
QUATERNARY

Qa

MESOzZOIC
LOWER CRETACEOUS

Kim |MullamanB8eds

PRECAMBRIAN
UPPER PROTEROZOIC

Katherine River Group

Buk | Kombolgie Formation

Henwood Creek Volcanic Member

Pum |McAddens Greek Volcanic Member

Bue | Edith River Volcanics

Bupc | Phillips Creek Member

Logend-Map GL1

© Australian Geological Survey Organisation, 1997



An Introduction to Geological Mops- Page 7

The age of rocks

Geologists measure time in millions of years. A geological timescale or
time line is used to show the age of the Earth from its ‘birth’, some 4600
million years ago, to the present day.

Geologists use fossil evidence and/or radiometric dating to age the rocks.
To make the geological timescale easier to use, geologists have divided the
age of the Earth into units known as eras (Cainozoic to Palaeoproterozoic) and periods
(Quaternary to Siderian). A simplified geological time scale is shown on the next page.

The oldest rocks on the map (which formed in the Proterozoic) are listed at the bottom of
the legend, and rock units get progressively younger as you move upwards through the
legend. Therefore the youngest rocks are shown at the top of the legend.

Groups and Formations

Geologists place a known sequence or layers of different rock units found in the same area
together and call the combined layers ‘groups’ such as the Katherine River Group and the
Finniss River Group. Groups are divided into formations, such as the Kombolgie
Formation and sometimes formations are further divided into members or units such as
Henwood Creek Volcanic Member. Both the Kombolgie Formation and the Henwood
Creek Volcanic Member belong to the Katherine River Group of rocks.

The groups and formations (refer to glossary for a description of rock terminology) and
their distribution on the map are :

Finniss River Group (Burrell Creek Formation)

This Group of rocks has only one unit outcropping
in the map area, referred to on the map as the Burrell
Creek Formation which is made up of siltstone and
greywacke (muddy sandstone). These rocks are the
oldest on the map and formed some 2500 million
years ago on the floor of an ancient sea. Since then

i | they have been folded and heated and in some places
the rocks have been metamorphosed to form
phyllite.

The geologists making the map have not mapped all the folds but have used trend lines to
indicate the general folding pattern.

Cullen Granite

T The Cullen Granite is an intrusion which cooled well

4 below the Earth’s surface some 2000 million years
ago. The granite most probably intruded the Burrell
Creek Formation in four stages — each stage having
a slightly different composition leaving four slightly
different granite types (fine-grained, fine-grained
hybrid, coarse-grained porphyritic hornblende-rich
and coarse-grained). The four types of granite are
marked separately on the map.

© Australian Geological Survey Organisation, 1997
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PRECAMBRIAN

Geological Time Line
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ANIMALS AND PLANTS

1
Humans

First apes
Extinction of dinosaurs

First mammals
First flowering plants

First birds

First dinosaurs
[ ]
Extinction of trilobites

First insects

Comrr;on land plants and first trees
First a|n1phibians

Fish allaundant

1
First land plants
Corals abundant

First corals
First Fish

First trilobites
First animals with shells

First bacteria
First life curomnme
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Katherine River Group

This group of rocks is made up of five different rock units. These units formed between
around 1000 million years and 600 million years ago. These rocks formed in a volcanic
environment probably similar to the North Island of New Zealand. The layers are made
up of the remnants of volcanic eruptions and ocean sediments deposited on the sea floor

close to a volcanic chain.

Phillips Creek Member

.&'\'u\.‘

Edith River Volcanics

]

A Lﬂ

Henwood Creek Volcanic Member

:xﬂ}ih
'f‘ %':“&;

4
"Jh\

A3

This is the oldest member of the Katherine River
Group. It is made up of predominantly ocean
sediments (greywacke, shale and conglomerates).
Occasional volcanic eruptions deposited volcanic
ash (tuff) in some places.

This member of the Group is made up completely
of rocks created by volcanic processes. Lava
flows (rhyolite, dacite, etc) are interlayered with
rocks made up of volcanic eruption fragments
known as pyroclastics. The distinguishing feature
of these layers is that almost all of the volcanic
rocks are quite rich in quartz and therefore the
rocks are light in colour.

This rock unit is made up predominantly of basalt
— a black quartz-poor volcanic rock. Interlayered
with the basalt flows are more pyroclastic rocks.
The rocks are easily distinguishable from the Edith
River Volcanics as they are very dark in colour.

This member is slightly different from the
McAddens Creek Volcanic Member as it contains
the volcanic rock dacite. Dacite contains quartz
and is lighter in colour than basalt.

© Australian Geological Survey Organisation, 1997
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Kombolgie Formation

Mullaman Beds

Quaternary Alluvium

o S P
W?"{k f,“ﬁe"c— \‘,\'}i\,;,\vg e
NS

2

Symbols

This is the youngest unit of the Katherine River
Group. It is made up of predominantly non-
volcanic sediments deposited on an ancient sea
floor (quartz sandstone, greywacke,
conglomerate). However, volcanism was still
occurring intermittently at the time and some
volcanic ash (tuff) and volcanic fragments
(feldspar rich) were incorporated into some of the
sandstone layers.

The sedimentary rocks making up the Mullaman
Beds were deposited in a shallow sea and inland
lakes and rivers around 120 million years ago.
These rocks are around 600 million years younger
than the youngest units of the Katherine River
Group! The rocks are lying almost horizontally on
top of the other rocks in the area.

These unconsolidated sediments line the creek and
river banks in the area. They are made up of sand
and gravels formed from the weathering and
erosion of the rocks in the area. In some places
where they have been protected from erosion by
the rivers they have formed soils.

A table at the bottom right-hand side of the map displays the other symbols used. Most of
these symbols are self-explanatory. However, the main geological symbols used are
described below. Note that when the lines used to represent faults, folds etc, are
‘dashed’, they indicate that the features are only ‘inferred’ i.e. they can’t be seen but the
geologists believe them to exist due to other evidence.

© Australian Geological Survey Organisation, 1997
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N e
A<

N

Geological boundary

Anticline
Syncline

Fault

Strike and dip of strata

Vertical Strata

Horizontal bedding

Trend lines
Dip < 15
Dip 15 - 45
Joints
Shear zone

Dyke

| Air photo
interpretation

Prospect, little or no production

Mine or prospect

Geological boundary — the boundary between two rock units.

Unconformity — a geological boundary which indicates that a large amount of
time has elapsed between the erosion of the older layers of rock and the deposition
of younger rocks. The older rocks may have been folded and tilted, then eroded.
After millions of years a new layer of rocks s deposited on top.

© Australian Geological Survey Organisation, 1997
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Anticline, syncline — these are geological structures where the rocks have been
folded.

JGI%6ymiine

Anticline Syncline

Fault — a break in the rocks along which the rocks move when they are put under
stress. An earthquake occurs when the rocks slide past each other along a fault.
However, most faults are currently inactive. There are two main types of faults:
normal faults and reverse faults.

Normal fault — due to tension pulling rocks apart, the rocks on the top of
the fault have slipped down.

N\

- ' '\ p lension forces

N

plaby Lt

Reverse fault (thrust) — due to compression forces, causing one rock
body to be pushed up over the top of another.

e
compression
forces

3G 170 verar

Strike and Dip — Dip is the maximum angle that a rock is dipping into the ground
(relative to horizontal) and is measured in degrees. Sometimes geologists also
record the dip direction — a compass direction (bearing) towards which the ‘dip’
points. Strike is the compass bearing of the line along which the rocks have zero
dip i.e. at 90° to the dip direction. Instead of a bearing being recorded on the map
a small line is drawn for strike. Off this line is a mark showing the direction of the
dip and the dip angle.

© Australian Geological Survey Organisation, 1997
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Trend Lines — where these lines are shown, air-photo interpretation suggests that
the rocks have been folded.

Joints — A joint is a fracture in the rock layers which is at an angle different to the
layers along which the rocks were deposited. The rock layers do not move along
these joints, distinguishing them from faults.

Shear zone — an area where many faults have occurred close together.

Dyke — a dyke is a type of intrusion (see intrusion). It cuts across layers of
rocks, through a crack in the rock forming a sheet with thickness ‘a’.

a

[

dyke

-

MAANN

MAMNS

The dykes may consist of different types of rocks or minerals, indicated by the
following symbols.

q- quartz (also known as quartz vein)

po - porphyry (fine grained rock with scattered large crystals)
g - greisen (a mineralised vein)

d - dolerite ( a dyke of basalt with slightly coarser grain size)

Intrusion — Rock which has formed from magma (molten rock) cooling below the
Earth’s surface is sometimes referred to as an intrusion. The rock ‘intrudes’ into
another type of rock. Metamorphism of nearby rocks may occur due to the intense
heat of the magma. The Mt Todd map shows a large intrusion of granite on its
western edge— the Cullen Granite. Magmas are normally around 700°C to

1000 °C when they intrude.

s =

Prospect — a place where minerals have been located, but which has not yet been
mined either because the amount of minerals is too small, or the price of extracting
the minerals is too great.

intrusion
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Geological Reliability Diagram

Geologists use different methods for mapping the geology of an area. Some methods are more
precise than others. For instance, the data which has been collected from a detailed
reconnaissance method (scientists actually walking the area and collecting samples) is going to be
more precise than the data interpreted by air-photo investigations. More precise methods, such as
multiple detailed traverses (a planned field trip covering a specific route in order to collect and/or
check data) of an area by a team of geologists, are more time consuming and expensive than air-
photo interpretations.

GEOLOGICAL RELIABILITY DIAGRAM

GL1 S90/R elbakty

B1 Detail edreconnalssance -numerous taveses
B2 Air-photo interprefation and {m veses

A Geological Reliability Diagram shows which parts of the map have been mapped using which
method. The Mt Todd map shows two grades of reliability. The area marked B1 has been
mapped using detailed reconnaissance. The area marked B2 has been mapped using air-photo
interpretations.

The Geologist’s Lot in the Mapping of Mt Todd

A geologist is quite an adventurous person. A geologist camps under the stars, climbs over cliffs,
dodges snakes and bushwalks for miles! Many geologists are well paid and may travel to
spectacular places all over the world. Making a geological map requires knowledge, organisation,
time, skill and the right equipment.

For example, the Mt Todd map was produced as part of a large project in the Northern Territory.
Several other maps around this area were being made at the same time. The data collection phase
of this project would have taken about 6 months to a year of fieldwork, spread over several years.

The time required to complete a geological map varies. It depends on the complexity of the
geology and the terrain, and the scale that is required. After the data has been collected, the map is
compiled, edited and printed. The whole project may take many people and, in some cases, years
to complete.

In remote localities geologists operate from a base camp. A base camp was probably set up in the
Mt Todd area. A typical geological base camp consists of:

4 - 6 geologists
4 - 6 field hands (assistants to the geologists)
a cook

© Australian Geological Survey Organisation, 1997
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a mechanic
Base camp equipment may include:

four-wheel drive vehicles

mechanical workshop

tents, camping equipment

cooking, cleaning and refrigeration facilities
generator

fuel dump

helicopter (perhaps)

office, communication and computer equipment
microscope

The base camp is the main meeting place for the group involved in the large project. Here the
geologists collect provisions and refuel. The group splits up during the week to map different
areas. For instance, 2 - 4 people were probably assigned to map the Mt Todd area. Because of
the simplicity of the geology in this area, it would have taken only about 4 weeks to collect the
data. They probably operated with four-wheel drive vehicles and two-way radios, and camped
under the stars at night. They relied on billabongs for their bathing water, and took enough food
and drinking water to last for the week.

Notice on the Mt Todd map the reliability diagram shows that only the west side of the map was
completed by detailed reconnaissance. The geologist would have been able to drive along roads
and through the vegetation quite easily on this side of the map. The east side has little road
access, mainly because of the steep rocky escarpments. The geologist would have chosen one
area to map carefully by foot. The rest of this side of the map was mapped using the black and
white air photos. Helicopters are sometimes used in areas where there is rough terrain. They can
be more cost effective and time saving than mapping the area by foot.

Making a geological map is like putting together the pieces of a jigsaw puzzle, except that most
pieces are missing and the picture on the front of the jigsaw box is not available for reference!
Not all the rocks are exposed. They are concealed by rivers, lakes, alluvium, vegetation and
products of weathering (regolith). The geologist must fit together all the clues from the data and
fill in the missing parts of the puzzle to produce a map.

These days geologists have the help of some very sophisticated equipment to help them find some
of the missing pieces:

satellite images and multispectral scanners

sadiometric images

magnetic images

gravity images

GPS (Global Positioning System)

colour photography

Other modern conveniences also help the field trip run smoothly:
power steering ( makes driving over rough terrain easier!)
air conditioning
refrigerators
computers
satellite communications

© Australian Geological Survey Organisation, 1997



Page 16 An Introduction to Geological Maps

Geological Cross-sections

A cross-section is used to show the relationship of the rock units in an area. A
cross-section clearly shows the rock units, faults, folds and erosion. It also
shows the order in which these processes occurred. Usually, the rock unit on the
bottom of the cross-section is the oldest rock, and the rock unit on the top is the
youngest. (Unless the layers have been overturned!)

The data used to draw a cross-section can be obtained from outcrops (dip and
strike), road cuttings etc. It is really an interpretation by a geologist of what
happens to the rock units under the surface.

Cross-sections and Geological Histories
Cross-sections can be used to work out a geological history of an area. A simple cross-section
(section 1) is shown below.

e e e e .
illlll]lllll]'lllllllllllllll E llmestone
1 1§ L 1§ L ) 3 ) & ) | 1 i 11 1 I 1
) I 1 H H 1 1 1 1 T 8 1 1 {
|::| sandstone
SN N
VNN basalt
siltstone

Section 1

This cross-section shows that siltstone is the oldest rock layer and the limestone is the youngest
rock layer. In this section no folding or faulting has occurred.

{ shale

- basalt

tuff
sandstone

N mudstone

siltstone

X0 9ot e

Section 2

Section 2 shows a more cofnplicated geological history. Rocks have been deposited, folded,
faulted then eroded. Hundreds of millions of years may have passed before the deposition of the
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younger rock layers. This represents an unconformity. A more detailed histdry of this cross-
section is :

Deposition of siltstone
Deposition of mudstone
Deposition of sandstone
Deposition of tuff

Eruption of lava, cooled to produce basalt
Folding

Faulting (normal fault)

Erosion (unconformity)
Deposition of siltstone
Deposition of shale

Deposition of sandstone

Erosion to present-day landscape

VONO LA W —

[ S —
N—0O

Notice that in this cross-section, the faulting occurred after the folding. This is evident because
the fault line is unbroken. If the folding had occurred after the faulting, the fault line would have
been broken or distorted.

The Mt Todd Cross-section

A cross-section of the Mt Todd area has been taken across the line marked A-B on the
map. The cross-section is shown at the bottom of the map. It shows how the rocks
would be seen if a slice were taken out of the earth across this line.

The section A-B shows the folding of the rock units, into a syncline and an anticline.
(from left to right). A fault is also represented on the section. It may be difficult to see on
this cross-section, but the rock layers to the left of the fault have been uplifted relative to
those on the right. This is a reverse fault, caused by compression of these rock units. The
section shows that erosion has occurred, leaving the present-day landscape.
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Diagrammatic Relationship of Rock Units

The diagrammatic relationship of the rock units shown below and on the map also shows the
geological history very clearly. Use this together with section A-B to follow the geological
history of the Mt Todd area, numbered below.

1.  Deposition of the Finniss River Group (mainly sedimentary)

2. Folding of Finniss River Group

3. Intrusion of Cullen Granite (and metamorphism of local rocks due to the
heat of the intrusion)

4 Uplift and erosion, exposing Cullen Granite (unconformity)

5 Deposition of the Phillips Creek Member (sedimentary) on top of the
Cullen Granite and Finniss River Group

6.  Deposition of the Edith River Volcanics (volcanic and sedimentary)

7 Deposition of the Kombolgie Formation (sedimentary — mainly
sandstone)

8 Eruption of the McAddens Creek Volcanic Member interrupting
sandstone deposition (volcanic — mainly basalt)

9.  Deposition of more sandstone

10.  Eruption of the Henwood Creek Volcanic Member (volcanic)

I1.  Deposition of more sandstone

12.  More folding due to compression forces

13.  Faulting — high angle reverse fault due to compression forces

14.  Erosion for hundreds of millions of years (unconformity)

15.  Deposition of Mullaman Beds in both marine and freshwater
conditions (sedimentary)

16.  Minor uplift and further erosion

17.  Deposition of soil and alluvial sediments

In summary, sedimentary rocks have been deposited, then folded and intruded by granite. The
heat of the granite and the pressure of the folding has slightly metamorphosed (cooked) the
sediments in some places, forming a rock called phyllite. Then uplift and erosion of these rocks
has occurred. After some time more sedimentary rocks have been deposited unconformably on
the eroded surface (unconformity 1). This deposition has been interrupted twice by the eruption
of volcanic rocks. After this, the rocks have been folded, faulted and eroded. The last layers
were not deposited until the Lower Cretaceous period. This ‘break’ in geological time is the
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second unconformity. The diagrammatic relationship of the rock units shows this unconformity
more clearly. Finally, these rocks have been slightly uplifted and eroded to the present-day
landscape with some deposition of soil and alluvium. If and when these sediments turn to rock
this will represent another unconformity.

Reading the Map Face - Geological Structures

The geological structures (folds, faults, unconformities and intrusions) which contort, bound and
displace the rock layers are relatively simple on the Mt Todd Map. These notes will help you to
describe the structures that appear on the map.

Folds

By far the most obvious geological feature on the map face is the folded layers of the Katherine
River Group rock units. These folds, the largest in the centre of the map being a syncline with an
anticline immediately to the east and a smaller syncline to the north-east, are plunging folds. A
plunging fold is one that dips down into the earth, i.e. the axis of the fold is not parallel to the
Earth’s surface. This ‘plunging’ is seen at the surface by the curved outcrop pattern of the layers,
such as the McAddens Creek Volcanic Member.

Outcrop pattern of the McAddens Creek Volcanic Member

The outcrop pattern of non-plunging folds, in comparison, is one of parallel beds repeated each
side of the fold axis line.

outcrop pattern

Plunging syncline
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In addition to the folds plunging, the limbs of the folds are not symmetrical, i.e., the same bed on
either side of the fold does not dip into the ground at the same angle. This makes the beds appear
to be thicker on the western limb of the major syncline than on the eastern limb — again look at
the McAddens Creek Formation. In fact the bed is roughly the same thickness throughout and it
is the way the bed is positioned (the degree of dip) that gives it a larger outcrop surface to the
west.

o Outcrop size —wn_

Topography also can produce distinctive outcrop patterns. The topography of Mt Todd,
however, is relatively flat (highest to lowest point being only around 150 m) so no major
topographic ‘distortion’ of the fold patterns is evident.

The folds are better explained when using both the map and the cross-section.

Faults

The faults on the map displace the layers both horizontally and vertically. The horizontal
displacement is easily seen on the map whereas the vertical displacement is difficult to see. You
will note that many of the faults on the map are marked with dashed lines — these are faults that
the geologists believe to exist because of displacement features but there was not enough evidence
to mark them as known faults.

Unconformities

The two unconformities on the map are not as apparent as the folds and faults. The change in the
structure in the lower beds compared to those above highlights the unconformity.

The lower unconformity is between the Burrell Creek Formation and the Katherine River Group.
The Burrell Creek Formation is strongly folded — the geologists have used trend lines to show
the general way this formation has been contorted. The Katherine River Group on the other hand
is more gently folded. The episode which folded the Katherine River Group refolded the already
contorted Burrell Creek Formation.

The upper unconformity is between the top of the Katherine River Group (Kombolgie Formation)
and the Mullaman Beds. The Katherine River Group is folded. The Mullaman Beds are flat-lying
— they have not undergone any folding.

The Mullaman Beds would have once covered the entire map area. Erosion by the rivers has
removed all of the Mullaman Beds from the western side of the map exposing the rocks
underneath. To the east the Mullaman Beds have not been eroded away. In the central portion of
the map remnants (called outliers) of the Mullaman beds can be found.

Intrusions

Intrusions come in a variety of shapes — they are not all rounded and smooth. The Cullen
Granite shows quite an irregular outcrop shape with offshoots of the intrusion reaching into the
surrounding rocks and some fingers of surrounding rock protruding into the granite. While it
appears that there are three separate granite bodies they are probably all joined under the ground to
form one granite body. The cross-section shows, for example, how the small granite body near
Lucy’s Camp is attached to the main body.
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Geology and Topography

Studying the geological map of an area will allow users to gain an understanding of the geological
history and structure. However, the way we ‘see’ the area is by looking at the landscape — the
landforms, flora and fauna and the land use. This is the realm of the topographic map and,
together with the geological map information, can give us a picture of the area as a whole,
including the rocks and structures which lie below our feet.

Activities for this section use the AUSLIG Mt Todd 1:75 000 Topographic Map which is printed
on the back of the geological map.

Landforms

Three major factors which influence development of the natural landscape are the
climate, time and the underlying geology. In the Mt Todd area the influence of the
underlying geology of the landforms can be clearly seen. The major geological
influences are the different rates of weathering and erosion of the rock layers and
the geological structures which occur in the area.

Weathering and Erosion

Rocks break down over time due to the chemical and/or physical change in the minerals which
make up the fabric of the rock. The rate at which a rock breaks down (weathers) is therefore
controlled by the minerals it contains along with the size of the mineral grains and the way they
are ‘held’ together in the rock — i.e. cemented or interlocking grains. Because rocks are slightly
different, they will weather at different rates.

This can often be seen in cliff lines where one rock layer has weathered more than the
surrounding layers.

<§———— more prone to weathering

more resistant to weathering

ISEAN]

------

GLIsss/Clif

In the Mt Todd area the most resistant of the Upper Proterozoic rocks to weathering and erosion
are those of the Henwood Creek Volcanics and the McAddens Creek Volcanics. The boundaries
of these two rock layers form cliff faces and steep slopes.

The Cullen Granite, being more prone to weathering and erosion than the other rocks in the area,
has formed a topographic low area on the western side of the map (average elevation of approx.
140 m above sea level).
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The active rivers in the area are cutting down through the rock layers to form valleys across the
area. In these valleys are the remains of the weathered bedrock which has been eroded and
deposited in the form of sand and gravel (alluvium). This material is highly erodible itself — a
major flood can scour out these river valleys and redeposit the material many kilometres
downstream or carry the sediment load out to the ocean.

Geological Structures

Folds

When layers of rock are folded pressure causes the rocks to fracture. Where the rock is being
stretched around the outside of the fold, such as in the top of an anticline, the fractures (known as
cleavage) are open and provide sites for water, ice and air to get into and weather the rocks.
Where the rock is being compressed, such as in the core of an anticline, the fractures are squashed
closed and the rock becomes more resistant to weathering. This means that the rocks on the top
of the anticline weather and erode faster over time than the rocks on the side of the anticline so a
valley forms. By contrast, with a syncline, the rocks on the side of the fold weather and erode
faster than the core of the fold so a hill forms.

Anticline Syncline
fractures compressed making
the rocks more resistant to
weathering and erosion

open fractures (cleavage)
provide sites for accelarated
weathering and erosion

open fractures (cleavage)
provide sites for accelarated
weathering and erosion

fractures compressed making
the rocks more resistant to

weathering and erosion Changes due
to weathering
and erosion

over time
. . . The more resistant rocks in the core of the
Preferential weathering and erosion of syncline weather and erode less than the
fractured zones makes the anticline rocks in the flanks making a syncline a
structure a topographic low topographic high.
. . . Gl 1998+ okBopo
Anticline Syncline

The Upper Proterozoic rocks (Katherine River Group and Edith River Volcanics) in the Mt Todd
area are folded into a large syncline, an anticline and a smaller syncline when moving west to east.
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These folds are plunging into the ground to the north. The synclines have formed topographic
highs (average height of approx. 280 m above sea level) and the anticline a topographic low
(Average height of 180 m above sea level). The edges of these structures are marked by cliffs
along which numerous waterfalls occur, such as Edith Falls (14°11'S, 132°12'E).

Flat-lying beds

The Lower Cretaceous Mullaman Beds, which were deposited unconformably on top of the
Upper Proterozoic folded layers, are flat lying. They are quite resistant to weathering and
erosion. Being the youngest rocks in the area, situated on top of all the other layers, they form
the highest landform feature — a flat plateau in the east of the map (max. height of 344 m above
sea level). Wherever these layers extend over different types of rocks they form a protective
barrier to erosion.

Faults

Because faults displace the geological layers, they can have a dramatic effect on landforms, such
as forming cliff lines, offsetting features and providing a pathway for streams to follow. In the
Mt Todd area the major fault, which offsets the rock units in the big syncline, has produced a cut
through the landforms. While this is not greatly apparent on the topographic map, it can be
clearly seen in airphotos and satellite images of the area.

How to read a Topographic Map

There are a number of excellent books about reading topographic maps. This box contains some
basic information to help you use the Mt Todd Special Topographic map to undertake the activities
in this kit. You should note that the geological map and the topographical map cover exactly the
same area and are at exactly the same scale (1:75 000).

Latitude, Longitude and Grid References

Most topographic maps have a grid reference system printed on top of the information to assist in
finding localities. The grid reference system is a series of vertical and horizontal lines with grid
numbers on the edge of the map. As well as these lines, latitude and longitude marks are also
shown on the map. The latitude and longitude of each map corner is shown as well as minute
marks.

Longitude minute marks

N

132 00°

76 17 78 79 180 81

8250 [

14 00"

Latitude a9

GL1996opolines

grid reference lines and numbers
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With the increased use of Global Positioning Systems (GPS) — devices which use satellite
signals to give your position on the Earth’s surface — being able to use latitude and longitude is
becoming an important skill. All activities in this kit use latitude and longitude references.

Legend

A topographic map shows landforms (topography) and landuse as well as cultural features such
as roads, railway lines, homesteads, towns, etc. The legend on the topographic map is self-
explanatory. However, contours and spot elevations will be used or referred to in the activities.

Contours

Contours are lines on a map that join points of equal elevation (above sea level). On the Mt Todd
Topographic Special Map the contour lines are brown and each contour line is 20m higher (or
lower) than the next contour line. This is referred to as the contour interval. Those contour lines
representing 100s of metres have the number written on them and are slightly thicker.

Contour lines which are close together show steep slopes. When the slope becomes so steep that
it forms a cliff, a different symbol is used.

contours
/7 ' ' «311
200m contour GLisooneus spot elevation
Spot Elevations

As well as contour lines, the Mt Todd Topographic Special Map has marked points of known
height — spot elevations. These spot elevations are marked across the map and are in metres
above sea level.

Climatic Information

Climatic information for the area is summarised on the map in two graphs — temperature (pink)
and rainfall (blue). The information shows that the region has minimal variation in temperature
throughout the year with a pronounced wet and dry season. Although inland (see location map on
the geological map face), the area is under the monsoonal influence of the Arafura Sea.

Vegetation and Geology

Because the geology often governs the landforms as well as the type of soil that develops, the
vegetation cover of many areas is directly affected by the underlying geology. The Mt Todd area
is covered by medium-density scrub. However in the low lands produced by the erosion of the
anticline, more scattered vegetation can be found.
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Landuse and Geology

In many areas these same geological factors will directly influence the landuse — rich soils on
some volcanics will be used for intense farming, such as market gardens, while poor soils on
other rocks may be used for grazing. A greater understanding of the relationship between the
underlying geology and the vegetation and landuse will lead to a more sustainable development of
these natural resources.

Economic Gelology

Numerous mineral deposits have been discovered in the Mt Todd area including gold (Au), tin
(Sn), tungsten (W) and uranium (U). One of the important roles of the geoscientists is to study
the relationships between the deposits and the surrounding rocks with the aim of developing a
theory or model about the formation of the deposit. Once a model has been developed, mineral
explorers can use this model to look for new deposits.

History

The first reports of mineral discoveries in the Mt Todd area were in the early 1870s when
gold was being mined at Driffield to the north of Mt Todd. The rock containing the gold
and tin was crushed using a battery — a device which consists of a number of pounding
hammers which pulverise the material — then treated using a variety of methods to extract
the metals. At the same time, some prospectors, many Chinese, were working alluvial
deposits along the creeks.

The mining in the area closed down at the start of World War I and the deposits were
abandoned.

During this time one explorer discovered deposits of tungsten — this was in the form of
the mineral wolframite, (Fe,Mn)WO, — and the field, called the Yenberriec Wolfram
Field, was worked briefly.

During the late 1930s some mining companies revisited the area and reworked some of the
old mine dumps using new technology to remove any remaining metals. These
companies moved the old battery to a new location — this is marked on the map as the
New Mt Todd Battery. Further work started in the 1950s but lasted only a few years.

During the Korean War the demand for tungsten increased as it was needed for the
manufacture of specialised alloys used in weapons, and some of the deposits in the
Yenberrie Wolfram Field were worked for a few years.

In the 1950s the area was prospected for uranium. Numerous small prospects were
discovered and some small exploratory shafts were developed. However none of these
deposits were mined.

In the late 1980s small scale open cut gold mining took place in the Mt Todd area. In
1988 a mining company, Billiton Australia, discovered the huge Batman gold deposit
which is currently owned and mined by Pegasus Gold Australia.

The Batman deposit comprises the main part of the Mt Todd Gold Mine (Latitude 14°8'
Longitude 132°6") although a number of neighbouring prospects are planned to be mined.
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Deposit Geology
The mineral deposits in the Mt Todd area can be divided into three types —

¢ Deposits in the Cullen Granite
e Deposits in the Burrell Creek Formation
¢ Alluvial deposits

Deposits in the Cullen Granite

The Cullen Granite has a number of deposits of uranium (U) in the southern main body
and tungsten (W) in the small body marked ‘Hores Lode’. The northern part of the Cullen
Granite has one small tungsten deposit but the rest is barren. The deposits occur as
concentrations within the granite — they do not appear to be associated with any dykes or
other feature.

Deposits in the Burrell Creek Formation

Within the Burrell Creek Formation and the Cullen Granite exist numerous dykes or veins
— these are marked on the map. Many of these veins are made of the mineral quartz and
can contain small amounts of gold. Other veins contain sulfide minerals such as pyrite
(FeS,) and also contain some gold. These gold bearing deposits tend to form a line which
runs from around the Mt Todd Gold Mine towards the north -east. Geologists working in
the area refer to this as the ‘gold corridor’. Numerous historical workings can be found
within the corridor such as the Jones Bros. workings and Quigleys Shaft. It is an
interesting point that most of these prospects occur on hills — possibly the hill has formed
as the veins are more resistant to weathering and erosion than the surrounding Burrell
Creek Formation. The Mt Todd Mine was working these quartz and sulfide veins within
the gold corridor until recently.

Within the Burrell Creek Formation is another corridor running roughly north to north
west. This is the tin corridor and contains the historical workings marked as Morris, the
Horseshoe Tin Field and the Emerald Creek Tin Field. These deposits do not seem to be
associated with the dykes.

Alluvial Deposits

Erosion of the existing deposits releases the metals into the local creeks. Over time these
can become concentrated by stream deposits forming alluvial deposits. Both gold and tin
alluvial deposits are found in the area and both have been worked by prospectors and
some small companies.

Mt Todd Gold Mine

The Mt Todd Gold Mine operated on a large-tonnage - low-grade ore body This means that while
the concentration of gold in the deposits is very small, the size of the deposit is so large that the
operation was economic until the price of gold fell and the mine closed in November 1997.

Most of the known gold at Mt Todd occurs within the Batman deposit. Gold mineralisation in the
Batman deposit occurs mainly in thin quartz-sulfide (mainly pyrite near the surface and pyrrhotite
at depth) veins within interbedded shales and greywackes of the Burrell Creek Formation.

The ore reserves at the Batman pit (Dec 94) were 104.28 million tonnes with each tonne
containing 1.05g of gold.
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Aboriginal Perspective

Geologists have collected data and translated this into a map. The map is a scientific interpretation
of the Mt Todd area. It tells a story of the events which have occurred to form the area. The
Jawoyn Association has provided another interpretation of the Mt Todd area. The stories have
been passed from generation to generation, leaving a record of how the Mt Todd area was
formed. The stories tell of sacred sites and significant events which have formed this land.

Traditional Areas around Edith Falls

Edith Falls is a popular tourist destination that is 60 km from Katherine. Jawoyn Traditional
Owners of this area have sacred and significant sites located on and around Edith Falls.

The Edith Falls pool is a significant place and stories from the Traditional Elders
tell that the main pool was created and inhabited by ‘Bolung’ or the Rainbow
Serpent Spirit. The name the Traditional Owners called this site is ‘Djapurrdu’:
Back then it was an important place that young women were not allowed to go to.
During ceremonies the young men were not allowed to drink from the pool for fear
that ‘Bolung’ would be watching and waiting to take them away. Because of this
the Elders had to collect water for them.

In an area near the Edith Falls is a place called Werenbun QOutstation and back then
this was a camping site. In this area there is another dreaming site called
‘Munjelk’ in the form of a billabong. The Elders tell that a falling star landed here
and turned into a Rainbow Serpent which inhabited this billabong.

Five kilometres from Werenbun Outstation is the Mt Todd Gold Mine. In this area
there are three sites. First there is Mt Todd or ‘Djinbirrdi’. The story behind this
place tells that the Plain Kangaroo or ‘Gupu’ who was a business man had rested
here and before leaving gave Mt Todd this name.

The second site near Mt Todd is the Yinberrie Hills which is inhabited by the
Gouldian Finch or ‘Unjmuygolo’ In this area is a quarry where the men made
spears and stone axes. The Traditional Owners named this place ‘Louk’. Also
near this area is a hill which inhabited ‘Momnem’ or Devil Devil Dreaming.

* All information gathered from Peter Jatbula - Senior Jawoyn Traditional Elder

* All information collected by Noel Hogan - Parks and Tourism Assistant
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Australian Geological
Survey Organisation

The Australian Geological Survey Organisation (AGSO) was established in 1946 (as
the Bureau of Mineral Resources) to provide a national geological survey focus
during the post-war boom period. Since this time the Organisation has been
instrumental in the discovery of numerous mineral and petroleum deposits and

AGSO

=

continues to provide the very best survey data and geological advice to government, o/
industry and research institutions. CEOLOGICAL SRveY

ORGCANISATION

Geological Map Sales

After using this book, why not obtain the geological map of your own area? Information on the
current availability and prices of geological maps can be obtained from :

AGSO Sales Centre or

Constitution Avenue Reply Paid Service 538

Parkes, ACT 2600 AGSO Sales Centre

ph (02) 6249 9519 GPO Box 378

fax (02) 6249 9982 Canberra ACT 2601
(no stamp required)

Email : sales@agso.gov.au

WWW: http://www.agso.gov.au

Australian Surveying &

Land Information Group

The Australian Surveying and Land Information Group (AUSLIG) is the
Australian Government’s civilian surveying, mapping and land information
agency. AUSLIG was established in 1987 from the amalgamation of the
Australian Survey Office and the Division of National Mapping. Its
responsibilities include the production and maintenance of national and regional
spatial datasets in both digital and graphical form, and the reception and
processing of remotely sensed satellite imagery of the Australian continent. A A"SL'G
major part of this task involves the provision of topographic mapping

information at the national scales of 1:100 000, 1:250 000 and smaller.

Topographic Map Sales
Why not obtain the topographic map of your own area ? For copies of your map visit your local
map retailer or contact AUSLIG:

AUSLIG Map Sales

PO Box 2

BELCONNEN ACT 2616

Free call : 1 800 800 173

Fax : 06 201 4381
WWW : http://www.auslig.gov.au
Email : mapsales @auslig.gov.au
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Glossary

Aeolian — wind-blown deposits, such as sand dunes
Alluvium — river sediment
Amphibolite — a type of dark metamorphic rock

Basalt — a dark-coloured fine-grained volcanic rock (see igneous rock classification diagram at
the end of this glossary)

Calcareous — contains calcium carbonate, the material from which shells and coral are made

Chert — extremely fine-grained rock made up of silica. It is very hard and breaks with sharp
edges and has therefore been prized by stone-tool making cultures

Claystone — a sedimentary rock made up of particles of clay
Colluvium — loose deposits of rocks and rubble found at the bottom of slopes or cliffs
Conglomerate — a sedimentary rock containing rounded pebbles cemented together

Dacite —a dense volcanic rock, rich in quartz (see igneous rock classification diagram at the end
of this glossary)

Dolerite — a dark-coloured igneous rock with coarser crystals than basalt

Dolomite — a sedimentary rock like limestone, but which contains a large amount of the
magnesium-bearing carbonate mineral, dolomite (the same name). This rock type is often called
dolostone.

Duricrust — a hard crust of soil formed in semi-desert regions by the crystallisation of salts as
water evaporates from the soil

Dyke — a sheet like igneous intrusion which cuts across the surrounding rocks

Evaporite — concentration of minerals which have crystallised due to the evaporation of high
saline or alkaline water

Evaporitic — formed from the evaporation of water, such as sea salt (called halite)
Feldspar — a common rock-forming silicate mineral, less chemically stable than quartz
Feldspathic — containing the mineral feldspar

Ferruginous — containing lots of iron; these rocks often look ‘rusty’ in colour
Fluvial — produced by a river

Gneiss — a coarse-grained banded crystalline rock
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Granitic, granite —coarse and medium-grained igneous rocks rich in Emarfz and feldspar (see
igneous rock classification diagram at the end of this glossary)

Greywacke — a muddy sandstone

Gypsum — a white or colourless mineral; blackboard chalk is made from gypsum
Halite — rock salt, which has cube-shaped crystals

Lacustrine — produced by/or in a lake

Lamproite — a very unusual dark-coloured igneous rock which has formed from molten rocks
being forced up from deep below the surface; these rocks can sometimes contain diamonds

Limestone — a bedded sedimentary rock composed mainly of calcium carbonate (calcite)
Marine — caused by the sea

Marl — a soft, unconsolidated rock, made up of a mixture of clay and calcium carbonate mud
Metabasalt — a metamorphosed basalt

Mudstone — consolidated mud, deposited in a sedimentary environment, especially in still
water

Phosphorite — amorphous, grey, brown or black, thin-bedded, dense, powdery, or nodular
calcium phosphate with phosphatised shelly fossils

Phyllite — an argillaceous (composed of clay) rock intermediate in metamorphic grade between
slate and schist

Plutonic — used to describe rocks that have been formed beneath the surface of the Earth from
the slow cooling of magma (see igneous rock classification diagram at the end of this glossary)

Porphyry — an igneous rock which contains large crystals in a groundmass of very fine
crystals

Pyroclastics — pieces of rock ejected from a volcano
Quartzite — metamorphic rock consisting mostly of the mineral quartz

Rhyolite — a pale fine-grained volcanic igneous rock (see igneous rock classification diagram
at the end of this glossary)

Sandstone — a bedded sedimentary rock composed of sand-sized grains, generally quartz
Schist — a medium-grained metamorphic rock with a wavy banding (schistosity)

Shale— layered sedimentary rock formed from fine muds and clays — it is usually soft and
weathers rapidly

Siliceous — containing silica — which is the mineral quartz
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Sill — an intrusive body of igneous rock of approximately uniform thickness and relatively thin
which is squeezed between the layers of country rock

Siltstone — a fine-grained rock composed of particles of silt
Tillite — a sedimentary rock composed of cemented rock fragments deposited by a glacier

Toscanite — or rhyodacite, a volcanic rock, composition halfway between that of dacite and
rhyolite

Tuff— a sedimentary rock, composed of fine particles of volcanic ash and dust

Ultramafic — an igneous rock which contains no quartz; the rock is very dark in colour; the
molten rock which cools to form these rocks comes from within the Earth’s mantle beneath the
crust

Volcanic — igneous rocks that have been poured out on to the Earth’s surface

Igneous Rock Classification

Fine grained
(volcanic)
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Quartz poor Quartz rich
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“ THE GREAT OUTDOORS!
4 WHEEL DRIVING

You and your friends decide to go for a day trip around the Mt Todd area. You plan to
depart from Katherine and have lunch and a swim with the freshwater crocodiles at Edith
Falls. What supplies will you need to take? The 4 wheel drive uses 18 litres of petrol per
100km. How much petrol will you need in order to get there and back? Remember, your
4 wheel drive can’t drive over cliffs! You will have to plan out a route which will get you
there safely. Use the compass rose on the map card and refer to both the geological and
topographical map to plan which way you will go once you reach the edge of the map
(from Katherine).

Suppliesﬁn

Petrol 4o

Route (you may draw a diagram using compass bearings showing direction and distance to
llustrate your answer)

&

You decide to collect a few rock samples from your trip. What samples do you think you
might include? (ie. what types of rock, etc)

.5
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‘2
TODD TOURS TRAVEL @___‘l

Todd Tours Travel runs helicopter tourist flights around the Mt Todd area. Imagine you are
the navigator on the flights. The helicopter has a GPS (Global Positioning System). By
the push of a button, the pilot is able to find out the position of the aircraft in latitude and
longitude. Your job is to provide the pilot with the correct latitude and longitude references
in order to fly over the tourist attractions outlined in the flight itinerary. The pilot has
requested that the lat/long references be converted to decimal.

Find the locations on the map and use the map card to work out the lat/long references.
Write these onto the itinerary then convert them to decimal.

To convert from degrees and minutes to a decimal figure, divide the minutes by 60.
Example:

132° 05’ = 132° plus 5/60°

therefore 132° 05’ = 132.0833°

Complete the information sheet for the pilot.

#  TODD TOURS TRAVEL HELICOPTER FLIGHT ITINERARY

Destination Latitude (decimal) Longitude (decimal)

Lucy’s Camp

Mt Todd

Edith Falls

Emerald Creek
Tin Field

Pegasus Gold
Mine '

Connell’s Camp

uh oh..............The GPS on the helicopter has gone down! The pilot can no longer use it
to find out his whereabouts! This is where the skills of the navigator are essential! You
must navigate your way back to Lucy’s Camp using only the map and a compass. In what
direction should the pilot fly to get there from Connell’s Camp?

&
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"4 PIECING TIME, LIFE AND ROCKS TOGETHER

Have a look at the face of the geological map.

1. How could you work out an approximate area of each of the rock groups?

&

2. Which rock group (Mullaman Beds, Katherine River Group, Cullen Granite or Finniss River
Group) takes up the greatest area?

#3

3. Which rock category (igneous, sedimentary or metamorphic) takes up the greatest area?

fa)

4. The Quaternary layers, pale yellow in colour, are made up of soil and unconsolidated sand and
gravel known as alluvium. What topographical feature do these layers represent?

&

5. Which rock group was being formed when Humans first evolved on Earth?

6. Which rock groups were present when the dinosaurs were the dominating species on Earth?

£

7. The Mt Todd Geological Map has its rock types summarised in a legend down the right-hand
side of the sheet. Look at the fine print about the types of rocks found in each of the rock layers
then write the major rock group (igneous, sedimentary or metamorphic) against each of the rock
formations found on the map on the Mt Todd Legend Sheet.

Use the Student Activity Data Sheet for help.

8. 3 Cut out the pictures of various life forms and fossils and stick them onto the Mt Todd
Legend sheet in the space provided. To do this correctly, refer to the Geological Time Scale, and
work out which forms of life would have been occurring at the time that the rock was deposited.
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: “ FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND THE MAP
Using the Map Card

The map card provided in the Map Kit includes tools to measure latitude and longitude,
scale, and direction. Use the map card to help you to solve these problems.

Iia)

1. Use a thick felt tip pen to make a dot on a blank piece of paper. Measure the diameter of
the dot.
Diameter of dot = mm

How big would this dot be if it was an area on the Mt Todd Map? km
Hint: 1 cm = 75,000 cm =750 m = 0.75km

2. Stick a pin through a piece of paper. Measure the size of the hole.

size of hole = mm

How big would this hole be if it represented a hole in the surface of the Earth on the
Mt Todd map?

km

3. Using the map card, measure the distance between the following points:

a) Lucy’s Camp and Connell’s Camp?

b) Emerald Creek Tin Field and the Pegasus Gold Mine?

4. Use a piece of string to help you measure the length of the Fergusson (string bends,
rulers don’t). First measure the distance in cm, then convert this to km.

Length of the Fergusson river = km

5. How far is the summit of Mt Todd from the the Mt Todd Gold mine? km

6. The Mt Todd map uses a scale of 1: 75,000. Find out what is the most commonly
used scale on geological maps produced in the 1990’s.
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MT TODD LEGEND SHEET

CAINOZOIC
QUATERNARY

MESOZOIC

LOWER CRETACEOQUS
Muliaman Beds

PRECAMBRIAN

UPPERPROTOZOIC

Katherine River Group
Kombdgie Fomation

LOWER PROTOZOIC
AGICONDIAN SYSTEM

Ct_:llen Granite

Finriss River Group
Bumell Creek Formation

ROCKGROUP

igneous, sedimentary,
meatamorphic

AGE
oldest possible
age in millions

of years

by

flowering plant homo sapien

bacteria
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“4 SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT: PROJECT
PROSPECTOR

You are in a police forensics team. The police have found the body of a person in the area
of Mt Todd. With the body they found a journal, samples of rocks and some gold nuggets.
There does not seem to be any foul play but the journal indicates that the person was not
alone in his journey, and the police would like to find out from where the gold ore was
collected. Only one body has been found. Where was the other person at the time of
death? Where are they now? Could they be at the place where the gold was found? There
are many possible sites for gold mines on this map. Which site did the gold come from?
You must use your special knowledge of geology and your geological map reading skills to
crack the case.

The body was found at 132° 10’ E and 14° 11’ S. (In the Phillips Creek Member rock
group)
The rock samples were found to be:  basalt

siltstone

shale

dacite

sandstone

rhyolite

The person was also carrying some samples of fossils and 5 small gold nuggets.

The journal was partly destroyed due to decomposition. You will need to use it together
with the map and the map card to work out the route of the “prospector” and therefore
where the gold has come from.

At some stages the journal is hard to read and you will have to fill in the gaps!

10 March

The rangers dropped us off at the base of Edith Falls, with a warning to watch out
for crocs! Our boots got their first taste of soil since Katherine. We collected a few
samples of the local rock, which seemed to be a mixture of volcanics,
including.............. '

........ S0 then we set up camp. We needed a good night sleep to start our journey
fresh in the morning.

What types of volcanic rock did the prospector sample at this site?

s

What was the person’s approximate latitude and longitude when they made this journal
entry?
s
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11 March

We decided to climb up the cliff of the falls, and follow the river for about 2 Km. At
the top of Edith Falls the rock seemed to change. We collected some sandstone,
which was very rich in quartz, then continued along the river.

In what rock group are they located?
Jia)

Walking upstream we found another type of volcanic rock,

What type of volcanic rock is this?
Jay

Is this rock older or younger than the volcanic rocks already collected?

Ja)

We stopped for lunch here, a very pleasant spot near the water. There must have
been heavy rainfall recently, as the river was overflowing. Further upstream we
came across some rapids. Here we found some more sandstone. We walked a little
Sfurther and found some more volcanics.

What type of volcanic rock do you think this is?
ys)

What rock group are they located in now?

£

‘We tried to cross the river at this point, when we were overcome by the rapids and
started floating down stream. It was a rough ride, but we survived it. The scariest
part was landing at the bottom of the falls amongst all the crocodiles! They didn't
seem to be too disturbed by us, so they left us alone. Phew! ..........

12 March
We decided not to go back up the falls, but to walk along the base of the cliff on the
border between the two rac@ge.s ...........

Which rock types are these?
Jia)
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We found some faults on the volcanic rock and a new rock type. This rocK is slightly
metamorphosed in some areas and seems to be folded. By my ca[cu[atwns our co-
ordinates are 132° 12'E latitude and 14° 10’ S longitude.

What types of rock are found in this area?

&

What is the name of the rock group it is in?

&

Compared to all the rocks on the map, how old are these rocks?

&

What is the name of the metamorphosed rock?

fa)

13 March
Today we headed NE (at a bearing of 045° ) for about 4 km, where we found a huge
Sfault.

What are the latitude and longitude co-ordinates at this site?

fa)

Which two rock units are being offset by this fault at this site?

£

We then continued for about 5km at a bearing of 67.5 E. Here we collected fossils.
— Some very rare and worth a lot of money. We will try to sell them when we get

back to town!

What is another way of describing this direction?

9

What rock type are they at now?

Ia)

What type of fossils do you think they have found? (Think what animals and plants live in
the environment in which these rocks have formed)

JZ3)

14 March

Today we trekked due north for about 6 Km, collecting more fossil samples along the
way. Of course Jess has her eye on the rare fossils, always trying to think of a get-
rich-quick scheme..... We kept walking towards north and stopped for the night
when we reached the next geological boundary between the two sandstones.
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What is the name of the rock group containing the younger sandstone?

)

15 March

Today we changed direction and headed west for about 9 Km. Jess stopped to get a
drink_and gave me a huge fright! I thought she'd been bitten by a snake by her loud
shout. She'd found gold! She'd been dipping her hat in the water, and noticed the
glitter. If there's gold in the river, there must be gold in the ground! We'll look.
tomorrow....

What Latitude and longitude are they at now?

JZs)

16 March

Yes! We've been able to confirm that there is a significant source of gold here! We'll
have to leave it for a while though, while we return to Katherine for some more
supplies and equipment....Jess is concerning me, she doesn't even want to leave his
precious gold site... She doesn’t seem Keen to share it with anyone either.... I'd better
watch my back on our return to Katherine! We hope to be at Edith Falls by
tomorrow night. I've packed heaps of water...I hope its enough........

This is the last known journal entry. The body of the “prospector” was found on the 28
March. Did he die of thirst? If so, why didn’t Jess die too? Where is Jess? Maybe this
fax message to the Katherine Police gives a clue....

Fax to: Katherine Police Dept.
From: Rochford’s Camping and Mining Supplies
Date: 24 March

| would like to report that my jeep was stolen yesterday! My jeep is
red, with licence plate number BOM 123.

A suspicious character was in here yesterday. She used a credit
card to buy lots of supplies. After she left | checked the credit card
imprint more thoroughly and noticed that the card was under the
name of a Mr A. Mynor.

The jeep was my only mode of transport. Please find it!
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The police need the following information from you to solve the crime....

Where is the gold site located (in latlong)? Also, what is the name of the adjacent gold
field. (so the police can look for Jess...)

fZa)

Well Done!

Thanks to your help, the police have located Jess at the gold site with the Rochford’s jeep.
She swears that she “never returned with Mr A Mynor” to his place of death. She says “He
mustn’t have taken enough water with him........ ?

What evidence have we already got which may suggest Jess’s guilt?
Jia)

There is one crucial bit of evidence that can lock Jess away....It’s all up to you.....

If Jess was with Mr A Mynor when he died, what type of rock sediments might you find
on her shoes? (pick one which definitely PROVES she was there)

Hint: Where was the body found?

£
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4 CROSS-SECTIONS TELL A STORY

Cross-sections are useful because they tell a story. They tell a story of which rocks have been
deposited, and in what order. If you use a little of your imagination, a cross-section can even tell a
story of what the Earth was like at the time the rock was deposited. (eg: if there is basalt , a
volcano must have been there at some time; if there are fossils of marine life, there must have been
an ocean present at some time; etc.) In this activity you are going to tell the stories of some cross-
sections. You’ll start off on some simple ones and work up to the Mt Todd cross-section. (which
is also quite simple)

Cross-section 1

o] basalt

sandstone

LA A WA WA WA YA W WA A Y
AN A RN

[SENERENLSENENLRENLN

/\I\",\’\I\I\/\,\/\l .
AN limestone
AN

PN

x4
r. 7

EEEEEX »

siltstone

10199¢/ ¢ cuonl

Which is the oldest rock layer in this cross section?

#2

Which is the youngest rock layer in this cross section?

&
In which layer(s) might you find fossils? Why?
&

Which layer might be slightly metamorphosed? Why?
fs)

Write a story about the sandstone layer. How do you think it was formed? What was the
environment like at the time?

&9
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Cross-section 2
This cross-section shows that the rock layers have been folded and faulted. There is also an
unconformity.

shale

basalt
tuf f

sandstone

mudstone

siltstone

0 199%/1e ton2

There are two layers of siltstone. Which is the youngest layer?
&

The bottom layers have been folded. Is this an anticline or a syncline?
&

The bottom layers have also been faulted. Is this a normal or a reverse fault?
Jis

Did the faulting occur before or after the folding? How do you know?
&2

Explain what is meant by an “unconformity”.

&

Draw an arrow on the diagram pointing to the unconformity.
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List the order of events of the deposition, folding, faulting, etc, of the rock layers in this cross-
section. (from first to last in chronological order)

&9

Finally, tell a brief story of how the following rock types might have occurred.

tuff
&

mudstone

sl
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The Mt Todd Cross-section

Now let’s have a look at the Mt Todd Map cross-section. This section has been taken from the
point A - B marked on the map.

Diagram 1 - Cross-section A - B

7).’
Y RI PRI A ATES
LRI RS ’
o)
2SS pa—

)/

OOy o e = 0

Refer to the coloured cross-section on the bottom of the map as well as the legend for details about
the rock types in this cross-section.

The diagrammatic relationship of the rock units is also a useful tool for telling the stories about the
events which formed the rock layers in the Mt Todd area. The diagram below is a representation of
the diagrammatic relationship of the rock units on the lower left side of the map.

Diagram 2 - Diagrammatic relationship of the rock units
C

>

JO19m0 k am

The first group of questions refers to Diagram 2.
Name the rock units labelled in the diagram.

A B
C

What type of rock are each of these rock units made up of?
(ie metamorphic, igneous or sedimentary)

A B
C
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Write down the order in which those rock units were deposited. (be careful with A and B —
Discuss this with your teacher first.) = :

(eg A then B then C then D)

Which rock layer is the youngest?

Label the major unconformity on the diagram of the relationship of rock units.
The next group of questions refers to Diagram 1, the cross-section.

In this cross-section, there is some folding shown. Label the folding, and indicate whether it is in
the form of synclines or anticlines.

Label the fault.

Is this a normal or reverse fault?

Label the oldest rock unit.
What is the name of this rock unit?

Label the youngest rock unit.
What is the name of this rock unit?
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FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND
THE TOPOGRAPHICAL MAP

1. Where is the highest point on the map? 2. What is the spot elevation here?

Ja) (1at/long) & (1at/long)

3. On what rock formation does this place occur?

4. Where is the lowest point on the map? 5. What is the spot elevation here?

£ (1at/long) & (lat/long)

6. Name 3 human made features shown on this map.

&

7. What is the maximum height of Mt Todd? 8. Where would you find a swampy area?

& A (1at/lon g)

9. What are the lat/long co-ordinates for Edith Falls?42

10. Give the lat/long co-ordinates for where Seventeen Mile Creek enters the National
Park.

&

11. In which direction does Seventeen Mile Creek flow?  12. Describe the majority of
the vegetation.

s &9

13. What colours are the following features:

rivers&D contours &2
power lines 4D sealed roads &
unsealed roads &0
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~ ORIENTEERING EXERCISE

Imagine you are going on an orienteering exercise around the Mt Todd area. At the end of
the exercise there is a greeting party waiting to welcome you and feed you a fantastic BBQ
feast. You have only a compass to show you the way. Good luck!

Start at the Pinnacle. (there is only one on the map — see the legend for the symbol)

Walk for 13 km at a bearing of 310°.

What topographical feature do you find here?43

How will you cross it? fa)

Walk on a bearing of 63° for 8 km. What feature are you standing on now?

s

What is the height of this feature? &

Walk for another 3.5 km on a bearing of 350° .

What metal might you find here? A

Walk WSW for 12.8 km. What human made feature to you find here?

&

If the BBQ is at the bridge over the Edith River, in which direction will you have to walk
now?

&

For what distance? 42

© Geoscience Education, Austarfian Geological Survey Organisation, 1996




“MT TODD ADVENTURE SPORTS LAND

You are an aspiring entrepreneur. You have decided to invest in a new adventure sports
facility in the Mt Todd area. There are many natural features in this area which make the
area an ideal adventure sports location. Part of your job will be to decide which sites are
best suited to each adventure activity.

Task 1

Below is a list of the proposed activities and some suggestions for where they might be
located. You will need to refer to the map and choose the best location for each activity.
Make sure that you look carefully on the map, and check that there are no obstacles which
may interfere with each activity.

ACTIVITY = PROPOSED LOCATIONS = YOUR CHOICE

Abseiling 132°05° 00” E 14° 10’ 00”’S
132°12° 00" E 14° 09’ 00" S #

132°20° 00” E 14° 10’ 00" S

White water rafting 132°01° 00” E 14°03° 00" S
132° 11’ 00" E 14° 11° 00” S &
132°26’ 00" E 14° 10° 00” S
Airborne Rappelling 132°12’ 00” E 14°04’ 00 S
(jumping out of a 132°03’ 20" E 14°10’ 80" S ra)
helicopter on a rope) 132°02’ 00”E 14°10° 00” S

WHY did you choose these particular sites for these activities?

Abseiling
&

White water rafting

J's)

Airborne rappelling
/s
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Task 2
Below is a list of some more proposed activities. Look on the map and choose the best site
for each of them. (write this in lat/long) Give a reason for your choice.

Gold panning
&

What rock formation would the gold be coming from?

Camping “out bush” in dense vegetation
&

Bird watching (hint: you may find lots of birdlife in a swampy area)
£

Rock climbing
£

What rock formation would you be climbing on?

Flying fox
Jisy

Task 3
Think of one more activity, and choose a location for it. Explain why you have chosen this
location.

&

Task 4
Choose a location for the main office for this Adventure Park.
Explain why you have chosen this location.

s
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“ LINKING GEOLOGY WITH TOPOGRAPHY

Geology is not just the study of rocks. It goes further than that. Geology means “the
study of the Earth”. Geological processes may take millions of years to complete the
formation of sandstone layers, or they may only take a few seconds such as volcanic
explosions. It is important to understand that these geological processes shape the surface
of the Earth. In turn these rocks and structures themselves influence the other processes (ie
biological) occurring on the the Earth’s surface.

eg— a volcanic eruption can form a mountain — the soil on this mountain will be very rich
in minerals — and therefore a fertile area to grow crops.

eg— limestone forms over millions of years from the remains of dead marine animals —
the limestone will weather very easily because it is made of calcium carbonate, which
deteriorates in acidic rain — this process will form caves — caves provide a good home
for bats.

Can you think of any other examples where geology has influenced other processes on the
Earth’s surface?

&

During this activity you will find out how the geology which has formed the Mt Todd area
has influenced the topography.

A diagram highlighting the spot elevations for the area has been provided. You will be
using this to work out which areas form topographic highs and lows.

Step 1
Look at the geology map. Compare it with the spot elevation diagram which shows
geological boundaries. Try to locate the different rock units on the diagram. You may

want to write the symbol for each rock unit on the spot elevation diagram.

Step 2

Find the Cullen Granite on the spot elevation diagram. Find the average height of the rock
group. (to do this, find all the spot elevations, add them together then divide by the number
of spot elevations you added together.)

Average height of Cullen Granite & _(a)
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Step 3
Find the average height of each rock group by following step 2.

Average height of Finniss River Group [a) (b)
Average height of the Edith River Volcanics s ©
Average height of Phillips Creek Member ) (d)
Average height of

Mc Addens Creek Volcanic Member ) (e)
Average height of

Henwood Creek Volcanic Member & 63)]
Average height of Kombolgie Formation & (g
Average height of Mullaman Beds & (h)

Step 4
Find the average height of all the rock groups (to do this, add (a) - (h), then divide by 8.)

Average height of
all the rock groups in the Mt Todd area & ()

Step §

Look at the geology map again. Look carefully at the cross section. Two folds are shown.
From left to right, there is a syncline, then an anticline.

The syncline is formed mainly from the following rock groups:
The Kombolgie Formation

The Mc Addens Creek Volcanic Member

The Henwood Creek Volcanic Member

Would you expect a syncline to form a topographic high, or a topographic low?
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Now let’s find out....
Step 6
Find the average height of the rock groups which form this syncline.

use this simple formula: ()+(H+(g)
3

Average height of syncline &

Compare this figure with the average height of all the rock groups in the Mt Todd area. (i)

Is this syncline higher or lower than the average height of the area?42

Has the syncline formed a topographic high, or a topographic low?42

Why do you think this is so?
Jis)

Step 7
The rock groups which form the anticline are:

The Finniss River group
The Edith River Volcanics

Would you expect this anticline to form a topographic high, or a topographic low?
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Now let’s find out....

Step 8
Find the average height of the rock groups which form this anticline.

use this simple formula: (b) + (¢)
2

average height of the anticline

Compare this figure with the average height of the rock groups in the Mt Todd area. (i)
Are the rocks in this anticline higher or lower than the rocks in the Mt Todd area?

Jia)

Does the anticline form a topographic high, or a topographic low?

&2

Why do you think this is so? Use the space below to daw a diagram to help explain your
answer.

&2
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Mt Todd - Geological Boundaries and Spot Elevations
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mmummuaw Is this an anticline or a syncline?
Y Anhcling.

. The bottomn layers have also boen (asked. 13 this @ normal or g reverse fault?
FS Normagl

E.mnauoma Nu!ﬂmmhdmwdwnfo\dut’ How do you know?

© 2 Aller, becouse Me Lult is not et or broken

Enensson Question ; Explain what is mean by an “uncosformety”.
LA gcoloq-col bou.ndaLLuhld\ indicales fal a

ga;‘ omount g‘ fme hag ‘Eead behoern The
si e oldu rocd_and, e

Mfos“""'\ _ Ow\gd 0] .

3w an sTOw on the powntng to the unconformity.

List the order of events of the depasivon. foiding. fauitiag. exc, of the rock layers i this crom-

section. (from first to last in
H 'Dapos\hm o} siH=sdione dgeesahon mudsfone,
1. s bon ikion eruphoa
baslt ; lhag _erosion. i K

% gn’”ShMQ dﬁﬂ.QS'.‘“o" g{ shale, Mog‘kol\
6 sandshone . grpcion. o presend doy
Aosdscape

Researck Quesson : Finally, tell a brief story of how the followring rock types might kave

taft

Py volcano esupls , exploding ash and
ohwer malerials iabo fue air. ’Dw: fine

ash _ setlles ovs the countryside and
4ol;d3¢\'1 “Lpo'm.w
B (similal b sandstone  bud win fner

Sediments )
Wud has beoa com presed and

Cmgakd. 4'03(“1«4’/ o ,A”M oK.

may_ eventually
- "/

€ (rmarns Lisumem, Anmlon Gudapunl Sarery Opmmsing. 199
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Toe Mt Todd Cross-section

Now ict's have 2 look 81 the M1 Todd Map cross-soction. This sectoo has boen aaken from the
poim A - B marked on the map.

Dagrsm 1 - Croas-section A - B

Refer 10 the colowrad cross-section on the bottom of the mep & well 13 the kepond for dexxils aboat
e rock fypes in this CTOSS-SCCtion.
NWMdQMMuMAuMwhmhMMN
evears which formod the rock Leyers in the Mt Todd area. The disgram bedow is & rep of
e disprammatic rdationship of the rock unio on the lower icft side of e map.

Duagrsm 2 - Disgrammatic reiationsdip of the roch units

unca\n?wmih‘. - /c

The firn group of questions refers 10 Diagram 2

Name the rock umits ladelled in the diagram.

A Burrel Cresk formation B Cullen Ctlol\"l&
LOvorkur\ar\! D Edi‘h«v River Voleanics

What type of rock arc each of these rock nits made up of?
(:mnupmc.npmusdmwy

A Mom‘q SQAIMW\{ w-cs B aneous

Wrise down the order in which those rock units were deposiid. (be carcful with A and B —
Discuss this with your wacher firs)
(gAtmBemCoeaD) A, B O.C -

Which rock beye is te yovagex”, C

Label the mujor sncoeformity on Disgram 2 (Where does it appear that the rocks heve boce
sbrupely cut?)
The aext groep of questions refars 1 Disgram 1. the cros-gection.

In this crom-section, there is sowre folding shown. Labe) 0w foldng. and indicasc whether it is in
the form of synciines or antichacs.

Syacine. antic line

ddest
otk

Label the faslt
Is @i & noemal of reverse fauk? Reverse ("hnms-D

Labd the oldest rock unit. ’gu(““ Creek Formahon

'What is the name of thus rock anit?,
Labed the youngesrock wnit. - (304 &/ nard

Whzt is the mome of Uris rock unit?,

C Stdlm m‘a/‘qf D main(vq iqneous (::c
o G ya "3 ¢ _"-_1 y Op 1S
< SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT: PROJECT
PROSPECTOR

umyp@:mhwmumm%ﬁauwmm’
Ywu:umwﬂdeMmmmmMN

The body was found a2 14° 11° S 132° 10" E. (In the Phillips Creek Membder rock group)
The rock samples included:

basah

silestone

shake

dacne

[The person was also cwrying some samples of fossils and S small gold nuggess.

| The journal was partly dcswroyod due 10 decompotition. You will aced I use the rermins
dhmﬂmmumdhmmnmtwumd&
[“proxpector” and therefore where the goid has come from.

Note: An cxampic of 8 rock sair is te Henwood Creek Volcanic Member.
MMMMnuMmVMzmmnmm

and pyrociasncs.

mmmmmmmml

AbanNORE&me (yellow) for this activity - it is not considerad © b &
rock. because it is made up of soi! and alluvial scdiments.

10 March

The rangers dropped us off a1 the base of Thith Tolls, wath o waming to wesck owt
Jor croest Our boots goe their firse waste of soil since Kptherine, We collected & few
samples of the local rock, whick seomed 1o be a mixture of volanics,
including.........omn.

meeurn b0 then wr sat up cOMp. We needed o good mght's sleap 10 s1an our journay
Sfresh in the morning.

Himt: Check the wpography map for the Jocauon of the rapuds. and 1o find out the
direcuon of the nver flow,

© (eamcumss Léoaran Rorabean (s dapusl 3orory Opanassnn, 19%

© Gemomxy Léscanes, Sustrilion Goslagical Sarecy Ogunisetion. 1996

What types of voleanic rock did the prespecyor obmorve st @ns sie?
& Bhqolile, docite, Foscanite, pyroclastics,

Some Ibasalt, +uffaccous sediments

::;z’-uumu‘zv e Laticnde and boagitade when they made @his journal
o _ 4o i’ S 1320 11' (7)) €
11 Marck

W decided o dimb wp the iff of the folls, and follow the river cast wards for
about 2 Km. At the top of Thith Falls the rock somed 10 change. Wr collected some
sondstone. which oxxs pery rich in quarts. thex continued alomg the rive.

In what rock onit are they bocaeed?
- kombo!qw, Formation

Walking wpetream w Jound more 1P ] ol ok,

[What types of voicanic rock are hoe?

& RBasall, pyroclastics

Are these rocks older or youngey than the voloanic focks already observed?
& \-lou.n‘qft(

W stopped for lunch Kere. o ooy plessant spot acar the wuter. There must Rave

been heavy reinfall recouly, a3 the river was evorflonsing. Farther wpstream we

came acrass some rupids. Here ox found some mors sandstone. ‘We walked o Gatde
Sfurther and found some more volcanics,

What rypes of voicanic rock do you thsh thexe are”?

6 __Rasald, docile. pyroclostics

What rock unit are they located in now?

H Henwood Creek Volconic member

W tnad to cross the niver &2 this point, uhen ax sere ovacome by the rapuls and
starsed floating dowm seream 1t was @ rough nide. but we survived it. The scariest
part was landing ot dhe bottom of che Tduk falli amongst efl the crocodilest They

didn 't seom 10 be 100 duturbed by w. s0 they left w alome. Phew! ...

LN

© Gamarays Liman Aasiats (esiagual 3 ey Ogugmngn 1990



12 March

Wk dacided not 1 go back up the folll, bus w walk along the base of the ciff on the
W&ml&mm&m_..._-

Which fock unIts are hese

£ ed v ﬁnler Volcanics and ‘(Mbolqm, Formahod

Wk found some foults'en the volamnic rock ead s naw reck wnir. This rock is sGghely
-nuwp‘udummdmw&fdld DBy my calenlations owr co-
orfinases ers 1€ 8°S lativude end DT 12° 2 longicnds.

are found 1n Bus area? .
B T one. greywacke _phyllite
What ts the aame of e rock it @ in?
B Rurrell Creek Formahon
Compared 1o all he rocks on the map. bow old &re these focks?
P Oldest
waumdmmmz
f - ’gr\g”ll'?,

13 March
Today we headed NE (at ¢ bearing of 045° ) for abous 3.7 km. where v found &
Fuge fault.
What are the lacoude and longrtde co-ordinates &t us site? . .
-y 140 06’ 42"S 132°13'24° €
Which rwo rock units asc deing offsct by ths fault s thes sitc?
& k’ombolq_'c Formabon agad MSAdden’s

Ceak Volconic Member
We then continued for about 5.5 kn o1 o besring of 67.5. Here wx collecend fosrils.
— Some very rare and worth & lot of mengy. ‘We will ery 10 sell them nhien nx get
back to toum!

What is another way of descnibing this doection?

F ENE
What rock unit are they at pow?
& Hollamen Beds

What type of fossils do you think they have found? (Think what animals and plants live in
the environment in which these rocks have formed)

F- Maring fossils

© Geaonns Thacarion. Rnsrralian Geslopual Surocy Orparsssion. 1996

The polioe nocd the [olowing P ormalion from you to e the Crmit—.
i p— ’ is the name of the adj
S g it e e
& e p2' 30" S 122° 11" 12"E

Driffeld Cold Feld
'Well Dooe!

Thnbnyowhdp the police hirve locmed Jess & the gold sixe with the Rochford's j
She swears that she “never renmed with Mr A Mynor™ to his place of dexth. She says
musm't have taken encugh water with bom. "

mmmanmem pan? .
& TThe progpectne’s_ joutwnal - did tale

¢noudh waler, he was suspcious of Jess mokues
Eye wibess - shlen credit casd and teop

There is one crucial bit of cvidence that can lock Jess sway...1t"s all up to you..

U Jess was with Mr A Mynar when be died, what type of rock sediments migit you find
on ber shoes? (pick one which definitely PROVES she was there)

Hint: Where was the dody found?

2  Red and purple shale . (orly intue
i

€ Grainnss Limiarum, Rorison §edagual $orvry Opommam. 17%

14 March

Today we trekfsd due morth for about € km. collecting move fosnil samples alony the
sy, Of course Suss has Ao o om she rare fossils. alwamp trying to think of ¢ got-
Mﬂh—ﬂ@nﬁu&ﬁﬂd:@l}w*w
nhien ov reached the nax peologics!

What i3 the nawne of G rock uni inmg the younger sandstone?
r-y Mullomen Reds
15 March

Today we changed diraction end hesled wast for afout 9 Km. Jess stopped eo get &
drink axd geoe ma o fage frighe! | thoughts sha € buen bissen by o snaky by her nd
dout. She'd found gold! She'd bern Lipping her has in the waser, cad noticed the
slno. If theres gold in the river, thers must bx gold in the grownd? We T look,
1OMOTID ...

'What lstindc and loagitude are they at aow? .
o |40 02' 30" S rRen'I2" g
16 March

Yes! We'oe been able to confirm thas thers is ¢ significant souree of gold heret W T
hwﬁmuﬁnuﬁi&wvﬂ&wwmumﬁmm

Gies ond of Jess i g e e doesn 1 even want 0 Loave Ko
mﬂm&hbﬂntufmn:&tnnﬁmaﬁa 1'd ke
sueck my back on our reram w Xatheringl We hope to be a1 Tdith Fall by
tomorrow ayght. | 've packed heaps of vater...I Rope its oroughi........
This is the lagt known journal cagy. The body of the ™ was found on the 28

March. Did be dic of thirs? If so, why didn’t Jess dic 1007 Where is Jess? Maybe this
fax mxiage o the Katherine Police gives a clue.

Fexmo: Katherine Police Dept.
From: Rodhdord's Camping and Mining Supples
Dete: 24 Magreh

) would Bs 10 fEpoN that My jep was siolen yeswrdly! My jeep is red. with icence
plate number BOM 123,

A Rupicious Charscier was in here yesterdsy. She used & crech card © buy lons of
apphes.  After she left | checked the credit card imprint mare thoroughly and aotced
it the card was under the name of a Mr AL Mynor.

The jeep was fry Ondy mode of ransport.  Please find

FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND
THE TOPOGRAPHICAL MAP

1. Where is the highent point on the map? 2. What is the spot elevation here?

6 (afiony) 14°03'24°S e (1svtong) 335"‘

3. On wha rock anit docs s phace et MUl lamain Bed s
4. Whare is tc lowest point on the map? 5. Whit is the spot elevation bere?

& Qunoaplt°10°06S 130247 E £ (astoagy_ I Hm

6. Name 3 human made feantres shown on this map.

&5 Power Limes, Flyina fox, coads, qas pipeliae.
1. Whatis he maximom beightof M Todd? &, Where would you iad & fyng foa?

s 230m £ Qathoag) 14710 S 132%u'E

9. What are the tavlong co-ondinars for Edith Falls™@ /4% O1'S 132%p'€
10. Give ¢ Lifong c-orfinsfor where S Mile Creek enters the Nassonal

Broa’e0’S 122°21 00 E
11. In which diroction does Sevenwen Mile Crock flow? 12, Dexcribe the majoniry of
e vegrmoon.

ry Souﬂf\, P MCdWM
13. Whai colours are the (ollowing fearures:

rven®__blue o brown
power lines D H\Ock scaled roatsts  Ced.

roads &> red. (‘lﬂua """")

€ Gooni omee cdoconm. Ranaium Gostgpusl Jorery Orpmerum. (%



< ORIENTEERING EXERCISE

bragine you are going on an oficaeecriag cxercise arcund e M: Todd area. At the end of
uuzcux&;fmmwﬁgn-dm u&!:dywulmcm
feast Yoo compass 10

AT TSV I et e
m-m?m:a(mudymaum—umwkum

Walk for 13 ken at ¢ bearing of I10°.
What wpographical festare do you find bere?43 Ed'*‘? wf

How will you cross if? o_Flying ﬁ'ﬂ(
NJ
Walk on a bearing of 63" for 8 lon. What fearure are you sanding on now?
s W Todd
What is the height of this frane? s 230m

Walk for another 3.5 km on & bearing of 350" .

What mee] might you find hoe? H Tl'ﬂ

Walk WSW for 12.8 km. What hurnan madc feasure do yoo find bere?
& power laes

Iln\e’BBQisu&ehidpmmeEﬁm River. in which direction will you kave o walk
now?

< MT TODD ADVENTURE SPORTS LAND

You are an aspiring entreprencur. Yoo kave decided 10 invest in & acw adventure spora

facility in the Mt Todd area. There sre smny amons] festares in his ares which make the it
on idzal adventwe sport location. Partof your job will be to decide which shes are best

suited 90 cOCh SAVEREIe SCTivity.

Tesk |
Below is & list of the actvitcs and some suggesions (co-ondinases) for where

ey might be locacd. You will aoed 1 refer © the map and choose the bext location for
cach sctivity. Make sure Gt you Joock carcfully on the mp, and chack thas
there wre 00 may isacrfese with each activity. Je the preferred co-
ordinases for each activity.

Abseiling 14°10°00°S 132°05° 00"E

14°10°00°S 132°15°00"E
WHY did you choose this panticular sie for tis activiey?
s H is near some cliffs.

White water rafting 14°03°00°S 132°01°0C"E
14°11°00°S 132°11° 00" E
et 10000 S IH'IS‘WE )
WHY did you choose this partculsr sie for this activizy?
e | is close o ropids -
Airborme Rappelling 14°04°00°S I12°12°00"E
(jumping out of a
S H
14°10°00°S 132°02° 00" E
WHY did you choase this partculss siee for this activity?
s WFis 1n a cleanng, far enoughauway
. ~ ~ ~7
owes lines ipn_ ek - ..

6 o bearng o

U\
for whardisancer___ T K

© Gesntirney et Grelopenl . y Ovp 1996
Task 2

Below is 4 list of some more proposed activides. Look on the map and choose the bext sie
for cach of thern. (wrise this i latlong) Give a reason for your choicc.

GOUM(MQI'M;BH e poology map)
P ooz s R201l" £
(Near Difficld. Cold Field)
What rock onis wold the pukd be coming from?__Bwerell Creelc Formakion

also from 0\mlu~u§

:mj “out bash” in dense vegrnation soi! ond <ed:

Bird watching (hint: you may find Jots of biedlifc in 2 very wet arca)
[ -]

Rock climbing
r'S

What rock onit would you be climbing on?,

Pral yep's R2°o04' ¢
There s olreody a £lying fox off s sile
Task 3

Think of onc more acxvity, sad choose a locssion for it. Explain why you have chosen this
location.
H

Task 6 7
Choose & bocation for the maim office for this Adventure Pask.
Ezplain why you have choses this location. -

o

€ Gemarac Téatsrien. Sastism Gedogual Serrey Orpaapstion, 1996

son can form s an — the 30i! oa Bis Mmoumnaia will be very rich
nmh—umah&mwwm

umwlmmmmumumm
deveriormsts i acidic min — mmﬂm“—mwmu;wﬂm
for bats.

e
o Risers_vay_cut drough rods _Bmig vals,

Jhe ltqus of rock wo!‘ku-«q od differand rales. Whee
a laves 01 focK resish wuh‘etmq, a R may form,

Guosg & waksfll — ferng Wil wens wodes il
¥ ymv\nfmnhu-um has (ormed the Mt Todd area
s influenced the lopograplry.

A dagrem highlighting the spot cievations for the area has boen provided. You will be
using this © work out which aress farm opographic highs and lows.

Serp 1

Look = the geology Compre & with the ot clevanion diagram which shows
mmﬂnnwumm.m;muam You may
want to write the symbol for each rock uan an the spot eievation diagram.

Step 2

Find the Cullen Granite on the spot elevason diagram. Find the avevoge height of the rock
u(nbmmrmmmwmmmwmavmwmm
of spot ch you added

Average height of Cullen Granixe L] _‘_ﬂm_m

O Grancncy Liatarwm ”WJWN’I-‘-M jona



3
mummdmmmwqu

Averege height of Fianiss River Growp o__d% o
Avngeicguol Bt RvaVoaia B Ba o
Averyge height of Phiflips Creck Mernber B 19~ »
Average beight of

Mc Addars Creek Voicanic Membey H Jbl~ )
Average height of

Herrwood Crock Volcasic Mamber 6&__2%3- 1
Average bright of Kombolgic Formmsion e KL
Avenage height of Mallaroan Beds &_303. o
Step 4

Fiad the average beight of alf the rock wits (W 6o this. edd (8) - (h). 8xea divide by &)
Average height of .

al the rock uniss in the M1 Todd arca B___ S~ o
Step $

Look w the geology mep again. Lmkmdn!tyuhmm Two folds are thown.
From left to right. there is 8 syncline, then an anticline.

‘The syndine is formed mainly from the following rock units:

The Xomboigs >

The Mc Addens Creck Voicanic Mernber

The Henwood Creek Volcanic Member

Would you expect 8 syncline i form & topographic high, or 2 topographic low?
& (Shdaats opinion)

Why?

F-}

Now let's find out....

Step 6
Mnmm‘pdmwu‘omm&nmﬂu '
e this simpie formata: mg?:m

Aversge beigh of syncline o_2Nm
Compare this figwre with the sverage height of all the rock wnits in the M1 Todd ares. (1)

15 i sysctine bigher o howes s the sverage height of e weati_ g e €

e ¢ syaclios fommsd o topsgrmpdic high, er o topsmmpiic low?ld H.ig\n
Wiy do yoo Giink this i 30?7

B By, o tesishent rocks a Do core of e mymctiae
__W and erode, less toa e rocles vate Planks

ﬁgs a gwicl-)\l. o *vpag?;h'c k‘gk . (sea
Step 7 deoghsc
no!-v.)

The rock units which form the anticine arc:

The Finniss River group
‘The Edith River Volcamcs

Would you expect Liis ancicting to form & topographic high. or a topographic low?
o (shdedd opinign)

Why?

o

Now let’s find out .

Step 8

Find the sverage height of the rock mits which form this ancicline.

o i srple formui: B+ )

average beigha of the sxsiciine 193 m

Coropare this figare with the sverage beight of the rock units in the Mt Todd area. )
Are the rock in this anticline higher or kower tan the rocks i the Mt Todd area?
© | ower

Docs the srticline form a topographic high, or 3 sopographic low?
“ Topoc\rapkic | ow>

Why do you think this is 30?7 Use the spece teiow w draw a diagram to help explain your
answer,

2 TPefuenkal weatnesing and. eosion &b

_faduad zones males e anticliag

MOM\AQ low (ver deachss noles)

© Gomarus Licawn Anmedun Godapual $oroey Opamenaun. 1994

MT TODD MINING

mmrwnmmwmhwmulm; As well a3 the
of the goid deposits. for & mine 10 operste a compeny maxt be able 10
duﬂdumulammmdmhwmm:m

The first major gold mine in the Mt Todd arca was st DriffTichd (fatitude 14°3°S longitude
132°12°E). Dunag tx life of the mine it extraced 15,000 imperial tons of gold ore from
which the miners recovered $.500 troy ounces of gold.

£ How much gokd was there in cach imperial ton of ore estracted ?

— 036 woy cunces
[ -] Hmmﬂtmml!ﬂmﬂwummd
goid in the Dnfficld deposi ?

000102

Bamean deposit, carvently being worked af the Mt Todd Gold Mine (latioode 14°8°S
wlmﬁ Pegases Gold Australia, was | tonacs with each tonne
having 1.05 grasms of gold.

£ How much gold in tota) wil) be extracted from the Batman deposit?

109,500 000 gram

What s the prromtage conoentration of gold in the Driffucld deposit ? (1 tonne = 1000kg)
O .000001 g

11 Une cwrrent goid price i 316 for a gram of gold (8540 for an ounce), how mach istwa
the goid worth m:

Drifficid deposit : $__24, 120,000
Batman deposit: $__! 2 000_©000

£ If it s esumsted that it will cost $1,095,000.000 10 extract the gold from O Batman
deposit. whal i the lowes: possible price the meae can i) thewr goid pox gram o cover the
coats of extracnon®

$10 ____ pergnm

S s W e Bl o s
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True North (TN), Grid North (GN), and Magnetic
North (MN) are shown diagrammatically for the
centre of the map. Grid Convergeice
0.7° (12 MILS)
Magnetic North is correct for 1991 and moves

Easterly by 0.1° (2 MILS) in about five years.

WORLD GEODETIC SYSTEM (WGS)

To convert from WGS (84) to this map co-ordinate system (AGD 66):
DECREASE Eastings by 129 metres

DECREASE Northings by 157 metres

DECREASE Longitudes by 4.3 seconds

INCREASE absolute value of Latitudes by 5.1 seconds

CLIMATIC GRAPHS: KATHERINE
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88

88

89

89

180

Xe

190

MT TODD TOPOGRAPHICAL SPECIAL

NORTHERN TERRITORY

10°
91 92 93 94

195 96 97 98

MAP RELIABILITY: Map information has been determined from 1988 aerial
photography and verified by 1991 field inspection. Every effort has been made
to show all features necessary to make the map a useful general reference.
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This map has been specially
reproduced for this educational kit.
For information on current AUSLIG maps and other
products, call the AUSLIG hotline on 1800 800 173.

TRANSVERSE MERCATOR PROJECTION
AUSTRALIAN MAP GRID
HEIGHTS IN METRES 20 METRE CONTOUR INTERVAL

HORIZONTAL ACCURACY ............... £50 metres

HORIZONTAL DATUM ... ... ... .. ... .. Australian Geoditic Datum (AGD), 1966
VERTICAL ACCURACY . ... ... ... .. ... +10 metres

VERTICAL DATUM ... ... . ... .. .. ... Australian Height Datum (AHD)
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