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_ Pakistan’s.Relations with the
Islamic World

preoccupation with India, there have

Apart. from the perennial
’s foreign

been some other important dimensions in Pakistan
policy. In particular, Pakistan’s strong attachment to its Islamic
ideology has prompted it to espouse the causes of Muslims all

r the world. Indeed, the 1973 Constitution imposes an

ove
rnment to develop closer.

obligation on the Pakistan Gove

relations with other Islamic countries.
Pakistan’s founding party, the Muslim League, had supported

the Palestinian cause even before Pakistan came into being.
This was reflective of the strong sentiments of the Muslims of
the subcontinent, even during the period of British colonial rule,
in support of all Islamic causes, whether in Turkey ‘in the First
World War or Libya when Italy occupied it in 1911. The issue
of retaining the Caliphate in Turkey, following the First World
War, gave rise to a serious political campaign by Muslims in
British India, known as the Khilafat Movement. Moreover, the
poet-philosopher Igbal has been a great influence on the -
Pakistani people in their Pan-Islamic yearnings.

After Pakistan became independent in 1947, it started to
extend enthusiastic support to Muslim causes all over the world.
Pakistan helped in the liberation struggle of several Muslim
countries in Africa, namely, Tunisia, Morocco, Algeria, Libya
Sudan, Somalia, and Eritrea. Similarly, Pakistan strongl);
supported the liberation struggle of Indonesia in 1948!. In later
years, Pakistan was sympathetic to the aspirations of M_ 1i
in Southern Philippines. After the Soviet military i = N

y Incursion in
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Afghanistan in 1979, support for the Afghan resistance, of ; S o
course, became the centrepiece of Pakistan’s diplomacy. More 4
recently the cause of the Bosnian Muslims has received strong
support from Pakistan. Sympathy for the cause of the Muslims
in Chechnya and Kosovo has also been evident. .
-1+ IhePalestine. issue gripped Pakistan’s attention-from-the =
outset. Jerusalem’s status as the third most holy city for Muslims

#  occupation of Afghanistan. In fact, Pakistan has 2\l along drawn

strong support from the Arab countries in a number of fields,
including joint’economic ventures and investment, which has
helped the country significantly..

Apart from the Arab cause, Pakistan took the leading role n
international forums, to_mobilize support for the Afghan cause

AT 3,

after the Soviet military intervention in Afghanistan. Pakistan

i
'
—-
—

n

& . i despite its routine denials, in

) ) o i was in fact the main channel, despite 1its \
rwm.moam_w Em:m:o.ma mm.ﬁ.ﬂm: ¥ .mEan. 8, (i, TN Koy, et extending military support to the Afghan guerrillas—the
wm;c.mﬂmn s m_.v.ﬁ FoElgn Z_Emnn.h.m: Zafrulla Khan, became the e ’ ‘gE.mEanmm.gd international fotums, Pakistan’s efforts were
leading proponent of the Palestinian cause after the Arab-Israel N successful and the Soviet Union was largely isolated on this

dispute erupted in 1948. (He was to be elected as the President 814
of the UN General Assembly in 1964, the only time that Pakistan { .
has held such a high elective office, and later on as a Judge of
the World Court, mainly due to Arab gratitude for his role in

issue. Pakistan also encouraged the UN to play a mediatory role
in the Afghan crisis from the beginning. The pressure of
international public opinion, .w:n,_:&nm boycott of the Zomoo.i
Olympics, contributed along with other factors, to the Soviet

Ee vm_.ow_z.am: nmcmm.q. o B @ g decision to pull out of >mmwucmﬂmb. The Geneva Accords on
Pakistan has remained unwavering in its support for the dr Afghanistan negotiated under UN auspices over a period of

w&w.msamn and Arab cause. In the process, the Arabs :m«o been A seven years, were eventually signed by Pakistan and the Afghan’
gratified but Israel and the woiannﬁ_ Nonmﬁ._ocgf mm:_n:._maw 8t regime in 1988, bringing about the E::‘QBE& of Soviet forces
in the US, have been amoﬁi mbnmm.oENma.A.Em _.E.m Dagt Pellerstas re from Afghanistan. This was considered as one of the more
in both tangible as well as intangible ways. Hum:. instance, under fr notable achievements of the UN and gave the world body a
the Zionist influence, the émwﬁ_‘: media, E_.:Q.u aoBEmHWm the m_ high profile in international diplomacy. The Geneva Accords
world news coverage, r.mm n mnnmnﬁ.:mmm:,\m_v_\ @_.o_womoa 2 were,. moreover, a high 505@& for Pakistani diplomacy and
Pakistan. This proved particularly damaging for Pakistan a.cn:m . allowed Pakistan to occupy the world’s centre stage.

the Bangladesh crisis of 1970-71. Even in general terms 1t smm % g e . i

denigrated Pakistan’s image in the world.. ~ . it 7 s

Pakistan’s friendship for the Arabs Hu_.m-a.mﬁm the discovery owq M T Turkey

oil in most of the Arab countries, and certainly pre-dates the ow | : . i

boom. The motive for this friendship was mainly _amo_om_wﬂ%m .. P . Pakistan has always had a very warm and close relationship
Pakistan’s friendship with the Arabs has also WM@%E H““mm:a & il with Turkey. In the 1950s, both became members of the
. : i and in terms of diplom . Y Baghdad Pact, lat i il
Gn:mm.an ‘s EAWOMQOOH%__.MMWMM mwmmwnouon:.n aid and manpower. % B HEWSJ, oo:mdonwnummm“MHOmw_WWMW W@mm”.w U Mmﬁwb HM%MMOWHMMMMM
material support, : ¢ ¢ gainfully employed P m . f : o by .
Around two million Pakistanis are at Eﬂmu g i ortat st steps to foster economic and other kinds of collaboration on a
in the Arab countries whose home remittances are an 1mp ot i regional basis under the aegis of the RCD, later re-named as the
f h 's economy- On the &mﬁHOBmEO front, m E ECO.

actor for the country : : have tended to _ The Turki i ;

of the Arab countries, with a wmi.munmn.somm. o larly on the e Turkish people have retained grateful memories of the
“support Pakistan in its problems with India, particu su support nﬁa.:ama to them, in the beginning of the twentieth

s with India, and during the Soviet

Kashmir issue, in the two war
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orthodo YRy R ———— . g
s Gnnw MMWNMMMMOOMMWANQGMWM“HW mhwﬂw“n.ﬂ.;@d policy, Turkey . ..
There is an odd dimension, therefore, to the bilateral relations
between Pakistan and Turkey. In its expressions of friendship
.. with Turkey, Pakistan is always vociferous in its aavrmm,ww on .
... the Islamic bonds between them..On the other hand, Turkey
tends to downplay this factor and instead emphasizes more the
various bilateral linkages.
In the economic field, despite all the exhortations by the
Pakistan and Turkey, the two countries have hardly

jeadership in PaKi
ever been able to.forge any significant co-operation. Evidently,

" the economies of the two countries are hardly complementary
and they are even competitors producing the same kind of goods.
Thus, there is more sentiment than solid substance in the bilateral
relationship.

More recently in Central Asia, following the collapse of the
‘Soviet Union, there seems to be some competition between
Pakistan and Turkey for influence in the six independent Islamic

~ states. Because of their common ethnic origins, the countries of
Central Asia are regarded by Turkey as a kind of exclusive
preserve: On the other hand, Pakistan hopes to spread its
influence in these. countries, which constitute Pakistan’s
hinterland. :

In the last few years, Turkey has been alarmed by the rise of
the Taliban to power in Afghanistan. Their revolutionary Islamic
‘fundamentalism’ is a cause of anxiety for the secular regime in
%E_S.? which faces a grave internal challenge from its own
.Hm_m::n ‘fundamentalists’. Turkey is thus impassive to such
influences anywhere in the Islamic world. The Central Asian

- century, mc\ the Muslims of British India. This n.ouc.m.mﬂou. with
what the Turks regarded as betrayal by the Arabs during the
First World War. Turkey was thus keen to establish a close
relationship with another large non-Arab Muslim country like
Pakistan following its independence in 1947. This fitted in well

_ with Pakistan’s-search:for friends and allies in the Islamic world:
. The two countries have tended to support each other on most
issues of vital interest. In the more recent past, Pakistan was
probably the only country in the world to support Turkey on its
military intervention in northern Cyprus. Pakistan for its part
has received steadfast Turkish support on the Kashmir issue and
some degree of military assistance during the two wars with
India. There is, of course, tremendous goodwill between the

x

-

two peoples. :
Pak-Turkish relations, nevertheless, suffer from some

limitations. Turkey regards itself more as a European rather
than an Islamic country. Defying the rest of the Islamic world,
it has maintained friendly and even close relations with Israel,
right from the beginning, and these relations have acquired a
military dimension in the more recent past. Clearly, this has
been something of an anathema for the other Muslim countries,
including Pakistan. Turkey joined the OIC somewhat :nmﬁwﬁ_w.
membership as a departure from its secular w._o_:w.
jzation that absence from an important forum
e disadvantageous, made Turkey join this
it could not ignore that in case of a
the Islamic world would always be 2

regarding its
However, the real
would be even mor
Islamic body. Besides.
security crisis for Turkey,

natural supporter of Turkey. lam in
For internal reasons Turkey plays down the role of Is it countries, witk i i

. ] m e i 0 come down hard on a : a, ith an 0&5_0&:\ Turkish background see the Taliban

ie n.o:@. : - mMFH __m:in orthodoxy- At times it mmﬁnma that _,” H“MM mmun .b.,mm:ms_mﬂm: as a threat to the stability of their own

,manifestations © s Jered as 2 security threat by the . :..w < s. Turkey has thus tended to make a common cause with

entral Asian countries against the Taliban regime in

ed forces which
e tradition of
mal Ataturk.
t a distance
ore

o Islam is even cons!
Turkey, m.&in:_mnv. by .%n E.BE
p as:the custodians of
der of modern Turkey, Nnc
Turkish society 8 & 50 berve a m
s since most :

1

WMWMEME:. ,::.m makes for a contrasting attitude with Pakistan,
Zoﬂno,\M mmawzna as a supporter of the Taliban regime.
e a, e increasing nE.m:mm_m on Islamization in Pakistan

adoption of the Shari’ah as the supreme law of the land

devotion t
ruling elite in
have set themselves U
secularism of the foun
The Europeanization of
between the WO nation
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does nat strike a sympatheuc chord in mnn—.:Dn .H.e._n_nnz. .H::.m ﬂJa
two countries are moving away from their carlier enthusiastic

collaboration.

Saudi Arabia:- - "o

Saudi Arabia has probably been the country closest to Pakistan’s
heart. As the birth-place of Islam and as the custodian of the
two holiest cities of Islam, it has tremendous emotional and
religious pull for the Pakistani Muslims who are second to none
in their passionate attachment to Islam. In ideological terms
also, there is great affinity between the two countries. Both
have been generally moderate, even conservative in their foreign
policy, with a great deal of emphasis on Islamic causes. Both
have been wary of Arab radicals, particularly their emphasis on
secularism and socialism, as also, in the case of Saudi Arabia,
the radicals’ calls for republicanism. By and large, Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia have had a pro-West orientation, despite periodic
differences with the US, particularly for its support for Israel.
The Saudis were enthusiastic about the creation of Pakistan in
1947 as a new Islamic state. Muslim pilgrims from India had
been coming to Arabia for centuries and°were always welcomed
for their piety and wealth, when the Arabian Peninsula was
cash-starved. Thus, there had been a traditional enthusiasm for
the Muslims of the Indian subcontinent. This background gave
Pakistan a flying start with Saudi Arabia. In the late 1940s, oil
wealth was beginning to flow into Saudi >EEm .vE the .oo:nzu\
was very backward. The first Pakistanis to armve in Saud >E._UE
were doctors and engineers. Thereafter, Huacmﬁm:_ collaboration
started in practically every field. HE% expertise has been a key
factor in Saudi Arabia’s rapid growtn.
There have been only two brief periods Om.mmﬂm:mm.ﬁswa
i :4-1950s, Pakistan’s jouung
between the two countries. In the mid ; J
i - cluded Iraq, with which the
of the Baghdad Pact which also in s GF gl
Saudis had an old dynastic rivalry, _oa.S m.vmnms kg
between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. In this period, 2

’

—_—

rn

e

v

Hg"r‘#‘m-—*mmawm.—rn
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of Visits between King Saud of*Saud! 2 and ITndian Prime.
Minister Nehru also caused heart buming in Pakistan®. King

Saud was also at times courting:Arab radicals, many of wham

had turned. against Pakistan due to its membership of the
Baghdad Pact as also its perceived pro-West role during the

1956 Suez crisis. However, with-the exit.of King Saud, relatiohs

with Pakistan became Very friendly under King Faisal.

The second time when Pak-Saudi relations came under a
cloud was when Z.A. Bhutto came to power in Pakistan in
December 1971. The Saudis were apprehensive of the sympathy
shown by Bhutto and his party-men for the w&mmﬁ.ﬁwwn.pm and
other Arab radicals who were, at that time, strongly critical of,
the conservative Arab regimes like that of Saudi Arabia. Even
from an earlier date, King Faisal was unhappy Wwith the
movement led by Bhutto to. topple President Ayub Khan, for
whom the King bad high regard. Bhutto’s proposal to appoint
an aide, who was believed to be from the heretical Ahmadi sect,
as the Pakistan Ambassador to Saudi Arabja, was rejected by
the Saudis, creating a certain strain in bilateral relations.
However, the strong support extended by Pakistan to the Arabs
in the 1973 War against Israel and the oil boycott sponsored by
King Faisal, followed thereafter by the successful holding of
the Islamic Summit in Pakistan in 1974, restored the warmth in
Pakistan-Saudi relations: woome : ’

For the greater part in the history of their bilateral relations,
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia rm<,.n stood by each other on most
political issues. Pakistan’s unflinching support for the Palestinian
and Arab cause against Israel has won it the lasting appreciation
of Saudi ,Pwmgu and other Arab countries. Beginning from the
1960s, mﬁc.mﬁm: provided security support to Saudi Arabia to
wﬂmwbm?n: its defence against Yemen and Israel. In the 1980s,

ollowing Eo incident of the seizure of the Holy Ka’aba by

some Islamic militants, Pakistan’s Involvement in providing
Security support to Saudi Arabia.developed on a scale h

¥ i otfier. coRnRER. Tl . 12 scale unmatc ed

. antry. Ihousands of Pakistani milit 1

served in Saudi Arabia, basically to str -

: e engthen the country’s

.
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mained an
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This military presence has re
Jaboration between the two countries.

forthcoming in extending support to

_internal security.
important area of col

Saudi Arabia was very :
Pakistan during its wars against India. It has all along strongly

pakistan on the Kashmir dispute. During the Soviet
occupation of Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia joined the US in
extending strong military and other support to Pakistan. In the

.Saudi conception, the security of Pakistan was the motivating
factor in determining iheir opposition to the Soviet military

presence in Afghanistan.

Saudi Arabia has been a principal aid donor to Pakistan over
the years. During the period of the oil boom (1974-84), Saudi
assistance tc Pakistan probably surpassed that of any other
country. Since then, the Saudi aid has largely dried up, not only
for Pakistan but also for other countries. This was primarily due
to the heavy financial burden borne by Saudi Arabia during the
Iran-Irag War, followed by the Gulf War against Irag, which
strained the Saudi economy. lts immense foreign exchange
reserves more or less dissipated. Also, over the years, the Saudis
were besieged by so many countries looking for aid that a point
of exhaustion had been reached by the early 1980s. Under these
it would be difficult for Pakistan to secure any
m Saudi Arabia unless there is a new oil boom.
tan’s independence, Sandi Arabia was a
Though oil. exports from Saudi
d World War, affluence came
early 1970s. In the early
d to Saudi Arabia.
e'in diverse fields.
ge scale. Saudi
n until a few

supported

circumstances,
significant aid fro

At the time of Pakis
very undeveloped country.
Arabia had started after the Secon
only after the oil price went up in the
istan even extended some ai
me forward to provide expertis
ry training of Saudis on a lar,

years, Pak
Pakistan also ca
This included milita

naval officers were nearly all trained in Pakista &
years 4ago. Pakistanis have, of course, worked in nearly all fields
e beginning. From the personal

in Saudi Arabia Tight from th . .
staff of the royal family to experts and workers in agriculture,

banking, commerce, education, n:mw:onl:m_. m:n_:mmh.v: maa
nd everywhere in Saudi Arabia.

medicine, Pakistanis are (0 be fou : :
They are above all trusted by the Saudis and they gel adjusted

e Tlo 7 Saudi cultural conditions more readil '
¥ . €Y -

mmMo:mM.Enm.. .n.rn present, over one million Pakistanis are workin
in .m: i .>H.mgm .eSEmo. home remittances are greater than that Mw
Pakistani expatriates living all over the world.

Until Pakistan’s defeat in the 1971 War and the oil boom

-which- made Saudi Arabia one of the richest countries in the

world, Pakistan was viewed as a kind of an elder brother by the

Saudi government and people. That basic friendship remains -

but the relationship has since undergone a perceptible change in

that Saudi Arabia has been, for many years, the senior partaer.
It is Pakistan, which is constantly wooing the Saudis for political
or other support. The Saudi leaders hardly ever visit Pakistan
whereas the Pakistani leaders keep flocking to Saudi Arabia
most of the time. However, the Saudis realize Pakistan’s
continued importance in the region and the Islamic world.
Pakistan’s nuclear capability is an additional reason. More
importantly, the Saudis regard Pakistan as a trustworthy friend
who will come to Saudi Arabia’s assistance whenever the
oonmwmon arises. This includes any. requirement for mnamzmgoaum
the internal security of the Saudi regime.
0 S S pea, Tl b seap 5 fho et
Pakistan could be oo::ﬁm upon to HONMMM “_ﬂ ﬁwn s .zﬁamr
it could to defend Saudi Arabia a f acki d - p—
gainst the Israeli threat, even

though, in strategic terms, it was the US, due to its strong -

Mﬂo?nﬁaﬂ with the production and export of oil from Saudi
o mcw.w. ,S:m: was oﬁuooan to hold back Israel from committing
_wMOWUWMomMo: against Saudi Arabia. During the 1950s and
Eoans, om audis m_.mo felt threatened by radical Arab nations
s mv mwwwarommwhm. and even Yemen. wmfmﬁmb was a useful
e ] e Saudis in the event of any direct attack
How. i i i
e m»zmw\mﬂm MM“E the on.ﬁ::m of the Islamic Revolution in Iran
e i _%maomv:o: became more preoccupied with H_.m:,
Iran in tho &m:?ﬂ propelled &0 Saudis to support Iraq mmmm:mﬂ.
s oy .wmm:. .Emﬁ. which finally ended in 1988. Thi
O iraq 1in spite of the fact that its own radj s
icalism
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policies. In view of the new regime’s ideological commitment
to Islam, it would have been logical to eXpect a strengthening of
relations with Pakistan which was so heavily committed to
Islamic solidarity. Moreover, it was also the first country to
recognize the revolutionary ﬁwam: government which renamed
the’ country as the Islamic Republic of Iran. Whereas the Shah
was pro-West and highly Europeanized, the new Iranian regime,
like Pakistan, swore by Islam. Moreover, the Islamic
revolutionaries in Iran were influenced, among others, by the
Pakistani poet-philosopher Igbal who had written some of the
most stirring poetry, in the early twentieth century, both in Urdu
and in Persian, on Islamic renaissance and the concept of Islamic
brotherhood. All of this pointed towards a common ideological
affinity with Pakistan. Similarly, the communist take-over in
neighbouring Afghanistan in 1978 was another area of common
concern for Pakistan as well as Iran, as it represented both an
ideological and a strategic threat to the two countries.
" In spite of these common factors, the revolutionary regime in
Tehran showed a considerably lukewarm attitude towards
Pakistan. Probably the only point on which Pakistan could really
take satisfaction was that revolutionary Iran did reaffirm, like
the Shah’s government, support for Pakistan on the Wmmg.:
issue. In fact, the new regime’s professed attachment to Em::n
causes probably left no other option. By and large :ms.a:m_ not
fully reciprocate Pakistan’s many gestures of m:m.uamgw In as
positive terms as was warranted. Its news media was often
critical of Pakistan.

It seemed, at first, that Pakistan’s oE link :
aroused the suspicions of the new regime, whi
not differentiate that Pakistan’s mam:am.Eﬁ. -
country and not with the Shah as an EQE,E:E". S
revolutionaries, who regarded the US as Em. .mHmmoc:
also inclined to view Pakistan as a Eo-.».BMMMm%oMD members of
along with the ousted-Shah’s government, d not be equated
Western military pacts. In truth, 1&@&% owu ]y pro-West till
with the Shah. The latter had RBE.:na:mHHCmmrma ended more
the end but Pakistan’s honeymoon EEE

ch evidently did
ith Iran as a
The Iranian
atan,” were
try which,

s with the Shah had -

v L

—
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" than a decade earlier. In ho ding Pakistan' © % Pro-0s,

Islamic revolutionaries also wﬂﬁ.ﬂ.ﬂno 1o have .p_musonm.w the fact
that around 1979 Pakistan was actually facing US sanctions, on
account of the latter’s suspicions that Pakistan was seeking 1o
develop a nuclear capability.

To add to Pakistan’s discomfiture under the new revolutionary
regime, Iran, which is ‘a Shia Muslim strorighold, showed a
disposition to take an active interest on behalf of Pakistan’s
mipority Shia population. This served to mnon:EEn comrmunal
differences inside Pakistan between the majority Sunnis and the
Shia community. Some observers believe that in order to counter
the Iranian interest in the Pakistani Shias, Saudi Arabia and
other Gulf countries started to extend support to Pakistani Sunni
militants thereby playing a part in the rise, of Pakistan’s ominous
sectarian problem and the resultant internal destabilisation,
notably since the early 1980s. Moreover, this has given India
the opportunity to fish in troubled waters in Pakistan, for
strategic reasons of its own. . .

Pakistan, however, remained steadfast in its efforts to woo the
Iranian regime. In order to remove the misgivings of the new
Iranian government about any :.Erm.d. association with the US,
Pakistan agreed to disband the already moribund :‘;Em@ pact
CENTO in 1979. During the Iran-Iraq War, in the 1980s, Pakistan
secretly tilted towards Iran, while maintaining an overtly :m:z.rm_
attitude. Not surprisingly, Pakistan’s help to Iran could not
remain unknown for a long period of time. This brought bitter
complaints from the Gulf Arab states.with which Pakistan had
always maintained very close relations and where hundreds of
.Eo:wﬁ.am of Pakistanis were m.ﬁ:?:w employed. Yet Pakistan
took E.E risk in its keenness to secure greater Iranian friendship.

- Pakistan Emn _..ow:ma the OIC’s mediation efforts to bring an
m“a to the fratricide between b,mb and Iraq. This helped Iran at

e time when Iraq was pushing deep into Iranian territory. As

the tide of the battle turned in Iran’s favour around 1983
Pakistan tried its best to persuade Ir .
would have vindicated its s

X tanc g
and, in addition, would have © on the disputed Shatt-al-Arab

¢ secured massive reparations from
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lragq and its Arab supporters. This was not agreced to by Iran,
<~ which held that there could be no peace with the ‘devil’ Saddam
Hussein. Iran did not merely reject this deal but seemed to
harbour suspicions that Pakistan was trying to rescue the Iraqi
regime. Belatedly, after five years of further bloodshed in which

thousands of Iranian youth sacrificed their lives unnecessarily,

Iran finally agreed to a cease-fire with the same hated Iragi

leader, but on much less advantageous terms.

+  Throughout this period, Pakistan tried to help Iran break out
of its regional and general isolation by using its good offices
with Saudi Arabia, USA, and others to improve their relations
with Iran. This created difficulties for Pakistan in its own
friendly ties with these countries. The leadership in Tehran
hardly seemed to worry about its international isolation.
Pakistan’s ‘good Samaritan’ motives carried the risk of being
misunderstood on both sides: .

Driven by its hatred for the US, the Iranian leadership
seriously explored the possibility, around 1994, of establishing
an anti-US bloc in Asia consisting of Iran, India, and China.
The idea got nowhere as neither India nor China was willing to
join an anti-US grouping. Besides, the proposal made little sense
since the three countries concerned are so very different in their
outlook and systems. India clearly sees no security threat from
the US. Neither China nor India has any intention, at least at the
present time, to join in any anti-US alliance. However, from

Pakistan’s point of view, such a proposal coming from Iran was
exceedingly disappointing. It showed a total disregard ﬂ,
Pakistan’s strategic interests and its threat perception from India
as also the sensitivities of Pakistan. Such a maonomm._ also
indicated that Islamic ideology is not a ao:wni.:m:ﬁ in the
formulation of Iranian foreign policy, at least in this particular
instance. . ]
“ Iran has often shown little regard.for Pakista .
attachment to the Kashmir cause. In the OIC moa.:.E.. Iran often
i and initiatives on the
kept aloof from the numerous resolutions B ot el
Kashmir issue, sponsored by Pakistan. moH 1118 mmn:mﬂ?am in
urgings by the Pakistani delegates, the Iranian repre :

n's strong .

el

Qv »n o

EFwowm

<

- e

Y]

U

LS N - T 7 - IS T § TR B T 4 7]

—

w

w

' m.ﬂlofww y o1C gomﬁvmwj Theld Vn...u.mnw_.wWww. ﬁoﬁr.@,nﬂ ,.—.w,ow;.‘ ,,.O ,#0@.4 o

made it a point not to speak on the Kashmir issue. This attitude
Wwas 1n strong contrast with the position taken by Saudi Arabia
and others.

» Pakistan’s proposal in the OIC to hold a commemorative -

s special-lslamic Summit in Pakistan'in 1997, 16 mark fifty years==

of its independence, aroused strong suspicions in Tehran which
feared that such a Summit would deprive Iran from holding the
regular OIC Summit in Tehran, which was also scheduled to be
held that year. Iran more or less accused Pakistan of trying to
sabotage the Summit in Tehran. For more than a year, this
subject caused strains in Pak-Iranian relations in spite of
Pakistan’s protestations that the special Summit would be
devoted to a single issue and would not be a substitute for the
regular Summit which had its own long agenda. However, Iran
remained suspicious that the Special Summit was merely a
Pakistani ploy, in collaboration with Saudi Arabia with
American backing, to deny Iran the opportunity to host the
Islamic Summit.and thus. become the OIC Chairman for three
years.

Libya

Libya has also figured prominently in Pakistan’s relations with
E.o Islamic world. Pakistan had played an important role in
Libya’s independence, just as it had done ip the case of the
other North African countries — Tunisia, Algeria, and Morocco.
As.a result, Pakistan enjoyed considerable mooai: in Libya
from the very beginning. Libya, with a small population of
about four million people, only gained international prominence
Eo::a. 5.15 when the oil boom made it one of the richest
oo.:.:Enm 1n the world. The seizure of power in Libya by young
military officers led by Colonel Gaddafi also transformed the
country. A fire-brand revolutionary, deeply influenced b

mmﬁuﬂm Colonel Nasser, Gaddafi has remained one of the m d
vociferous enemies of Israe]. me:miF Arab unity has been mm
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L 130 PAKISTA

was feared by the Saudis and the other Gulf regimes alike. The
traditional rivalry between the Arabs”and the Persians was
clearly also a factor. Iraq was able to pressurize and extract
massive support from its oil-rich conservative neighbours.

As it turned out, not content with the destruction wrought by
the war against Iran, Saddam Hussein next turned against his
benefactor, Kuwait, and occupied it in a sudden attack in August
1990. Iraq had an old territorial claim against Kuwait and the
war with Iran had made it bankrupt. Saddam decided to attack
the small and militarily hapless Kuwait. This led to the largest
ever collection on Saudi soil of troops from several nations, led
by the US, which defeated Iraq in a brief but deadly battle early
in 1991. Pakistan also sent troops to join the alliance against
Iraq, but Pakistani public opinion was clearly in favour of
‘Saddam Hussein who was mistakenly considered to be another
Salahuddin fighting against the new Christian Crusaders. The
comparison was, of course, ridiculous but was not
uncharacteristic of the kind of illusions from which public
opinion in Pakistan has suffered from time to time. Saddam
Hussein had rarely shown any Islamic sentiments and, in fact,
had ruthlessly crushed the Islamic opposition at home. As a
committéed Ba’athist, he was wedded to secularism and
socialism. He had been close to the Soviet bloc and had maowﬁa
an unfriendly attitude towards Pakistan in the 1971 'War agalnst
India. He had supported the Soviet-backed communist Rm,“w”m
in Afghanistan. It was thus ludicrous to compare him Wi

. 2 Saddam confused and
Salahuddin. The public sympathy for o
irritated the Saudis and undid much of the mooww_”osw o
by the sending of the Pakistani FooD" OmnwE%Em holy places
that the Pakistani troops had been sent-to mm.wuﬁmﬁ Kuwait, also
in Saudi Arabia, rather.than to fight H«mn B _”mMnm. The Pakistan
appeared like a dichotomy in the vmﬁmﬁmmw annoyance in Saudi
army chief, General Aslam Beg also Cat5ET

Arabia by his pro-lraq comments. military value of

The Gulf War revealed Enraonﬁ_wwmummﬁao: now involves

i i ir thread : untries
akistan for the Saudis. Their Muslim €O
MOwME_m wars against lran oOf Irag. Both 2r¢

“and Iran has been a ouOM.umSNSQ o.m..

. Pakistan. 1n particular,
Pakistani public opinion would simply not accept that Pakistani

soldiers be involved in any large-scale fighting along with the

Saudis against either Iran or Iraq. Fighting Iran would go against
Pakistan’s strategic interests since Iran has always been seen as
providing strategic depth to Pakistan in the case of a-war against
India. The availability of Pakistan to come to Saudi Arabia’s

help in case of a war with Iran, in particular, is highly

improbable. This obviously lessens Pakistan’s importance for
Saudi Arabia. As a consequence, since the end of the Gulf War,
American influence has grown further in Saudi Arabia. It is
obvious that it is the US alone that has the political will and the
military muscle to assist Saudi .Arabia in case of aggression

_from either Iraq or Iran. The ‘US has long had an adversarial
relationship with both of Enmﬂwocnﬁ.om. ’

Iran

Iran is another country in the Islamic world with which Pakistan
has always had very strong ties. It is not only a neighbour pnt
also a country with which Pakistan has had age-old relations

based on cultural, ethnic, and spiritual links. Iranian influence is
'visible in Pakistan’s languages and culture. In particular, Urdu,
- the national language of Pakistan, has been heavily influenced

by the Persian language and its poetic traditions. There is also

tremendous goodwill for Iran among the Pakistani people. A

close relationship with Iran has been considered by defence

experts as a strategic necessity for Pakistan, in particular because -

of Pakistan’s perennial confrontation with India. Iran can provide

maﬂmﬂm:. which is a bit of a rectangular country in its shape
having a relatively small breadth, a certain amwﬁw of mqmﬁnﬁmm
aa@&.. An unfriendly Iran could be quite damaging for wmﬁmﬁmm.m
MM“MMM:@ mro worst nightmare would be some kind of a pincer
g How:a y Ea_m acling in consort with Yran. It is this

ground which hag prompted Pakistan, ever since its
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