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States

The state: A political association that establishes sovereign
jurisdiction within defined territorial borders.

Traditionally considered the dominant actors in world
politics

Peace of Westphalia (1648): Recognition of Sovereignty
Gradually challenged by non-state actor

Still very important as no other actor can rival their
coercive powers
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The Billiard Ball Model

A model that explains the state-centric approach
States are independent units just like a billiard ball

The external pressure on one state affects other states
just like when a billiard stick hits a ball that ball creates
an impact on other balls

Military and Security concerns of one state affects
other states policies
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Implications of the Billiard Ball Model

Clear distinction between the domestic and the international (the inside
and the outside)

¢ The importance of borders
< Sovereignty as the hard shell

Critique
¢ The inside/outside divide is increasingly fading away (or is it?)

«¢ States are increasingly interconnected (especially economically)

<+ Unlike billiard balls states are not equals
= Different size
= Different levels of power (economic and military)
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The Cobweb Model

The actors in the international political realm
are like the nodes of a cobweb

They are interconnected
Any change in one affects all others

Not only states but also non-state actors
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Common framework for theories

* Theories have assumptions about three core
concepts:

» Interests: what actors want to achieve

> Interactions: the actions and reactions of
different actors towards each other

> Institutions: the shared rules that govern the
interaction between actors
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Levels of Analysis
* Actors interact at three levels
+»*Systemic
+»State

“*Individual
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Levels of Analysis

* None of the levels trump others

* The levels are interconnected
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Mainstream vs Critical Perspectives on
Global Politics

* Mainstream theories versus critical theories

* Mainstream perspectives:
“»*Realism

“Liberalism

* Why mainstream? Dominating the discipline
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Realism
State Centrism
Anarchy

Pessimistic about possibility of peace and
cooperation

self-interest and survival

constant power struggles and conflict
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Liberalism

More optimistic about possibility of cooperation and peace
Actors other than states are also important

Humans are rational (and moral?)

Democracy as a harmonizing factor

trade and economic interdependence make war less likely

international law helps to promote order and fosters rule-
governed behaviour among states
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Critical Perspectives

* end of the Cold War

* “new voices” in world politics
*»*social constructivism
¢ postcolonialism
s*Feminism
«»green politics
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Introduction to Global Politics

Week 2 Introduction
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Global Politics

Two meanings

<+ Global rather than national or regional

<+ Extending to all levels including national and regional (Comprehensive)
Transformation of international politics to global politics

< New Actors

% Increasing interdependence and interconnectedness

< Movement towards global governance
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Global Politics

Some examples of what it studies

The study of war and peace

Management of shared resources (Atmosphere, water, land)
Management of common threats (Environmental Degradation, etc.)
etc.

In general ‘Global Politics’ studies the interaction between actors at
the international political realm
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Theory based explanations

* Interaction between actors is studied through
theories

* Theory: a set of interrelated assumptions that
are aimed at explaining complex phenomenon

* Aim of a theory: explaining and describing
phenomenon as well as predicting events, and
prescribing policies
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Theory based explanations

* Social phenomenon is complex

» Theories break social phenomenon down to
manageable pieces

» Theories simplify complex social phenomenon by
focusing on important factors

* No single theory is capable of explaining
everything
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Actors in Global Politics

* Actors
«»States
“*Intergovernmental Organizations (1GOs)
“*Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
“»*Trans-National Corporations (TNCs)

* The above mentioned list is not exhaustive




