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The stability induced by the spin abou‘t the Symn'letry axis g Cally
the gyroscopic effect; since it is this principle on which the Working "
4 gyroscope is based. This principle is used, among other things, in
construction of the barrel of a rifle. The barrel of & rifle has a heljcy] 8oy,
cut into it. This makes the bullet move along its axis, which ensures thy ;
continuous to point in the direction of its motion after leaving the baryg

The importance of the gyroscope as a directiona] stabilizer ariges from
the fact that the angular momentum vectorLremains constant When the |

dL/dt gives no appreciable change in direction. Moreover, o gyroscope
only changes directjop while a torque js applied. If it shifts slightly due to




