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"During the last five hundred years religious thought in Islam has been 

practically stationery. There was a time, when European thought recieved 

inspiration from the world o f Islam."'
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"A lthough the Shaikh was a fo llow er o f  the Hanbalite School o f  

Fiqli. yet he did not fo llow  it rig id ly. In his book Hadyat al-Saniyyah, 

he makes a frank confession o f  this. "Im am ibn Qayyim  and his 

illustrious teacher Ibn Taimiyyah," observes he, "were both righteous 

leaders according to the Sunni school o f  thought and their writings 

are dear to my, heart, but I do not fo llow  them rigidly in all matters.'0
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".... a great re lig ious genuius o f  the seventeenth century- Sheikh 

Ahm ad o f  Sarhand- whose fearless a n a ly tic a l c r it ic is im  o f  f 

con tem pora ry  su fism  resulted in the deve lopm ent o f  a new J 

technique. A ll the various systems o f sufitechnique in India came 

from Central Asia and A frica ; his is the only technique which



crossed the Indian border and is still a liv ing force in the Punjab, 

Afghanistan, and Asiatic Russia."4
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"Perhaps the first Muslim (thinker) who felt the urge o f a new spirit 

in him was Shah Wali ullah o f Delhi.”6
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"The most courageous stand which the Great Sanusi took in this 

connection was his recognition o f ijiih a il (independent reasoning) as 

a method for understanding and developing Islam. It was in fact this 

doctrine which evoked the hos tility  o f  the ’ U l a m a  o f  the time in 

Egypt and the H i j a z  and made him stand at variance with them; for 

many centuries before, it was considered that the door o f ijtih a d  had 

been closed, and the 'U la m a , therfore, held that the advocacy o f  this 

method was likely to lead the innovations in Islam"8
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" I f  Mohammad bin Abdul Wahab o f  Arabia and Shah Wali A llah o f 

llie Indo-Pakistan subcontinent, be considered to be precuresors o f 

the modern awakening in Islam and their movements, the signs ofthe 

coming dawn, Jamal ud-Din Afghani must*be takento be the formost 

leader o f  this awakening and his movements the first glow o f  the 

dawn." I I
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"The man, how ever, who fu l ly  rea lized  the im portance and 

im m ensity  o f  the task, and whose deep insight into the inner 

meaning o f  the history o f Muslim thought and life, combined with a 

broad v is ion  engendered by his w ide experience o f  men and 

manners, would have made him a liv ing link between the past and 

the future, was Jamal ud-D in A fghan i. I f  his indefatigable but 

divided energy could have devoted itse lf entirely to Islam as a system



o f human b e lie f and conduct, the w orld  o f  Islam in te llec tua lly  

speaking, would have been on a much more solid ground today." 12
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yi ĵt \ y . ( y O ^ B ) l j c ^ O j ^ / { J ) t y >' h { J l X * l i i l t ! J ' x ^ i J l  

f j r ^ f i j )  I p  b  ( J i i ^  I Z l  w  t / i  I (J  I  /  Z -  w  19 ♦ & 7 L I  j  J 1 1  y  iV V * V

Zl 9>^/ '‘C P~S & S^-ipy. Zl i Z_ ^wXlZl

ZZ_ o^ZC i - Z_ y? o  lr>̂  ex* 1 >3 U'. Zl )j£\jejjsj j t  Z_ l£*
k M v  *« ♦ •  ♦ M ♦

Zl £ //^  l/> (JlJsl 1— tjJ 'iL J '&) ojbjj fcjlpf

u ^ ^ L ^ Z l j i j Z L ^ c ^ - i J i y l i y ^ o i v - ^ L Z l i — ^ o < ; i / ' Z l o t i i f

iO'^V
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