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“There is no prevelged class, no preisthood, no caste system. Islam is a
unity in which there is no distinction, and this unity is secured by making
man believe in the two simpie propositions- the unity of God and the
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mission of the Prophet- propositions which are certainly of a
supernatural character but which, based as they are on the general/
religious experience of mankir{d, are intensely true, to the average
human nature. Now this principle of the equality of all believers made
early Musalmans the greatest political power in the world. Islam worked
as a levelling force, it gave the individual a sense of his inward powers;
it elevated those who were socially low. The elevation of the
down-trodden was the chief secret of the Muslim political power in

India"*
AUy IR Tt

"Islam is one and indivisible; it brooks no distinction in it. There are no
Wahabies, Shias and Sunnis in Islam. Fight not for the interpretations of
the truth, when the truth itself is in danger. It is foolish to complain of
stumbing when you walk in the darkeness of night. Let all comforward
and contribute their respective shares in the great toil of the nation. Let
the idols of class distinctions and sectarianism be smashed for ever; let
the Musalmans of the country be once more united into a great vital
whole"5
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"As regards the Ijma, Some Hanafites and the Mu'tazilites held that the Ijma can

18
repeal the Quran and the Sunnah”
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"Looking at the matter from this point of view, then the Prophet of Islam
seems to stand between the ancient and the Tnodern world. In so far as
the source of his revelation is concerned, he belongs to the ancient
world, in so far as the spirit of his revelation is concerned, he belongs to
the modern world... The birth of Islam is the Birth of Inductive intellect.
in Islam prophecy reaches its perfection in discovering the need of its
own abolition. This involves the keen perfection that life cannot forever

be put in leading strings, that in order to achieve full self consciousness,

man must finally bethrown back on his own resources"?’
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"The world life intitutively sees its own needs and at critical moments
defines its own direction. This is what, in the language of religion, we
call prophetic revelation".
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"As a cultural movement Islam rejects the old static view of the universe
and reaches a dynamic view"'29
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"The ultimate spiritual basis of all life, as conceived by Islam, is eternal
and reveals itself in variety and change. A society based on such a
conception of Reality must reconcile, in its life, the categories of
permance and change. It must possess eternal principles to regulate its
collective life, for the eternal gives us a foothold in the world of perpetual
change. But eternal principles when they are understood to exclude all
possibilities of change which, according to the Quran, is one of the
greatest 'signs' of God, tend t)o immobalise what is essentially mobile in
its nature. The failure of Europe in political and social science illustrates
the former principles, the immobility of Islam during the last 500 years
illustrates the latter. What then is the prigcipie of movement in the
structure of Islam? This is known as Ijtihad"30
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The word literally means to exert. In the terminology of Islamic law it means to

exert with a view to form an independent judgment on a legal question”
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"The thearetical possibility of this degree of l[jtihad is admitted by the Sunnis,

but in practice it has always been denied ever since the establishment of the
schools. in as much as the idea of complete Ijtihad is hedged round by

conditions which are well-nigh impossible of realisation in a singal individual.”
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"We are all familiar with the Rationalist movement which appeared in the

church of Islam during the early days of the Abbasids, and the bitter

controversies which it raised"33
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"This was indeed a great blow, and all the contemporary historians of the
invasion of Tartors describe the havoc of Baghdad with a half-suppressed
pessimism about the future of Islam. For fear of further disintegration. which is
only natural in such a period of political decay. the conservative thinkers of
Islam focussed all their efforts on the one point of preserving a uniform social
life for the people by a jealous exclusion of all innovations in the law of Shariat
as expounded by the early doctors of Islam. Thier leading idea was social order,
and there is no doubt that they were partly right because organisation does to a

certain extent counteract the forces of decay.”
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“The only effective power. therefore that counteracts the forces of decay in a
people is the rearing of self-concentrated individuals. Such individuals alone

reveal the depth of life. They disclose new standards in the light of which we
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begin to see that our environment is not wholly invoiable and requires

revision."??

Gl P A S L JBlgptn o §L D)
S LA S Sty TS 2 oie C L P
ﬁ&:)’/}b@)’;ufdw‘é‘u)iggj&b;/&é;-éd&@(&k»
L (school of thought)rt 4 b S % up'/,: LK < bl s /
z.,c;gfumd;uwf:_/gé;lw-wi&.lgé_w;;fumou/
g s OB L LK b
Jt e s I L STE I S it Wil f
A S I I e S Fd et 15
S Josbite P e st Gl i) iy
ui@ulﬁgq?/?é—dgh:—o’:@ﬂfﬁz;wig@
AL G B RS e AR - g b
J’f(bu:ul“/)»%_gﬁd‘K(}T/ﬁfﬁﬂaz_/ﬁl..;(l@;
< VQLUﬁ-u‘?k(_JIJJ:(QLJW'fuZJ/G'L =l
el e E v o e w2
Gotalesle Wy 3 S S ek U 2
e s s
TSI A B e
Z 1 AUBK SIS 2 S sl 2 1 Dt

175

J



L;Wu{ u"ut.pc,qrfdﬂqﬂj'g uﬁzu!fwé‘fi.n
d)wﬁug,,’k,;fwug?f-quu/;&wL/Auwg‘{.}'u&
Sl i dﬁu{;ﬂ/ Il G s St s Jnt s
N BT s ett S Te 2 S22
LS5 e I bt S It B B el b Y
G S BTy

LY jrl,b?Qd)bé.«é&:«ﬂ?ulc;{;i’gfyw;ﬂgﬁj”

L}'U/U}?gﬁﬁ Kél;.zJ’L;«lp,ng:{&%a/}wﬁ//@

"“‘wuﬁdugféuﬁ't

Sikel s d,gﬁ"d/dﬂqfr:" i UU"‘ ostle L a&afz‘,ﬂ;}UL 0l

L e o JI0i S Bt il £ A5 11 £
J/u/&wédgsiut% &Cq'/c/:/.)u(&&/at Slhels($2!
b QB I K AS U i g o
50'}’[.;:?;‘,ﬁL/J&’%@%Id}Q‘JIL/QJG{c.,}’KO@;{A
L& Jr’/é:f..)‘pfgj:ca’/}"’(}};@/)’L?"‘),&“}J_/%}”&fdjjv
LRz P rnsslog el o sl $ai LS Al
S s WG EISTL B

"The essential thing to note is the spirit of freedom manifestedén it, though
inwardly this movement, too is conservative in its own fasion. While it rises in
revolt against the finality of schools, and vigorously asserts the right of private
judgements, its visionof the past is wholly uncritical, and in matters of law it

mainly falls back on the traditions of the prophet”38
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"Some European writers think that the stationary character of the law of Islam is
du§ to the influence of the Turks. This is an entirely superficial vielv, for the
legal schools of Islam had been finally established long before the Turkish,

influence began to work in the history of Islam"*’
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"If the renaissance of lsLm is a fact, and I believe it is a fact, we too one day, like
the Turks, will have to re-evaluate our intellectual inheritance. And if we cannot
make any original contribution to the general thought of Islam, we may, by
healthy conservative criticism, serve at least as a check on the rapid movement

of liberalism in the world of Islam”*°
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"The essence of 'Tawhid' as a working idea is equality, solidarity, and
freedom. The state, from the islamic standpoint, is an endeavour to
transform these ideal principles into space—tirﬁe forces, an aspiration to
realise them in a definite human organisation. It is in this sense alone
that the State in Islam is a theocracy, not in the sense that it is headed
by a representative of God on earth who can always screen his despotic
will behind his supposed infallibility. The critics of Islam have lost right of
this important consideration. The ultimate reality, according to the
Quran, is spiritual, and its life consists in its temporal activity. The spirit
finds its opportunities in the natural, the material the secular. All that is
secular is therefore sacred in the roots or its being."42
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Islam does not bifurcate unity of man into an irreconcilable duality of
spirit and matter. In Islam God and the umiverse, spirit and the matter,
church and state, are organic to each other. The religious ideal of Isiam,
therefore, is organically related to the social order which it has created.

The rejection of the one will eventually involve the rejection of the

other. "
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" There is no such thing as a profane world. All this immensity of matter
constitutes as scope for the self-realization of spirit. All is holy ground.
As the prophet so beautifully puts it. The whole of this earth is a
mosque."46
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"The Religious Reform party on the other hand, led by Said Halim
Pasha, insisted on the fundamental fact that Islam is a harmony of
idealism and positivism; and as a unity of the eternal verities of
freedom, equality, and solidarity, has no fatherland. 'As there is not
English mathematics, German Astronomy or French Chemistry, says
the Grand Vizier, so there is no Turkish, Arabian, Persian or Indian

Istam."47
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"The only alternative open to us, then, is to tear off from Islam the hard
crust which has immobilised an essentially dynamic outlook on life, to
rediscover the original verities of freedom, equality and solidarity with a
view to rebuild our normal, social and political ideals out of their original
simplicity and univesality.""'8
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"According to Sunni iaw, the appointment of an Imam or Khalifa is
absolutely indispensable. The first question that arises in this connection
is this-should the Caliphate be vested in a single person? Turkey's
litihad is that according to the spirit of Islam the caliphate or Immate can
be vested in a body of persons, or an elected Assembly."54
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“Personally, | believe the Turkish view is perfectly sound. It is hardly

necessary to argue this point. The repub}lican form of a government is

not only thoroughly consistent with the spirit of islam, but has also

become a necessity in view of the new forces that are set free in the
world of Islam">®
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"In order to understand the Turkish view let us seek guidance of
Ibn-i-Khaldun- the first philosophical historian of Islam. Ibn-i-Khaldun, in
his famous prolegomena, mentions three distinct views of the idea of
Universal Calihate in Islam: (1) That universa!l Imamate is a Divine

institution, and is consequently indispensable. (2) That it is merely a

matter of expediency. (3) That there is no need of such an institution.”>®
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"Thus Ibn-i-Khuldun realising the hard logic of facts, suggests a view
which may be ragarded as the first dim vision of an international Islam
fairly in sight to day. Such is the attitude of the modern Turk, inspired as
he is by the realities of experience, and not by the scholastic reasoning
of jurists who lived and thought under different conditions of life"6?
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"Most people in India will condemn this displacément of Arabic by
Turkish. For reasons which will appear later the poet's ljtihad is open to
grave objections, but it must be admitted that the reform suggested by
him is not without a parallel in the past history of Islam. We find that
when Mohammad lbn-i-Tumart- the Mehdi of Muslim Spain-who was a
Berber by nationality, come to power, and established the pontifical rule
of the Mawahidin, he ordered for the sake of the illiterate Berber, that
the Quran shculd be translated and read in the Berber language; that
the call to prayer should be given in Berber; and that all the

functionaries of the church must know the Berber language."®?
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" think, the English thinker Hobbe s who makes this acute observation
that to have a succession of identical thoughts and feelings is to have
no thoughts and feelings at ail. Such is the lot of most Muslim countries

today. They are mechanically repeating old values."63
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"A question which will require great intellectual effort, and is sure to be
answered in the affirmative; provided the world of Islam approaches it in
the spirit of Omar- the first critical and independent mind in Islam who,

at the {ast moments of the prophet, had the moral courage to utter these

remarkable words: 'The Book of God is sufficient for us"®?
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"From 800 to 1100, says Horton, not less than one hundred system of
theology appeared in Islam, a fact which bears ample testimony to the
elasticity of Islamic thought as well as to the ceaseless activity of our

early thinkers"6°
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"And | have no doubt that a deeper study of the enormous legal
fiterature of Islam is sure to rid the modern critic of the superficial
opinion that the law of Islam is stationary and incapable of
development."®®

SN B oI NP e L S5
LJBL Tyt bbbl I b ST sk
&Lt U HUILE T

T LI sk ST )N BT e L2 ()
-LZJ.?%w]u; s

S B Ll Bt A E e % (1)
S ot AL T L S K oy S P
(e tbZ e bt I & 2 K U F 1 mlid e
LT 3 A sl e

192



i/e O bl Koy,y J&; Jruﬂma;v;étlu c»’gd‘/ U

P EIEL }uﬁu%(aiﬁmgg;wgﬁﬂan
e Ol 18 By 2ol i 35T Ao Sug 96 (F)
SIAVEIN 2 NSRS LI aiﬁJu:@}Lﬁ;ﬁé’”f‘L

_uj‘);?r‘

193



Mfd)?{tgéﬁ)@"'

czewe)T Ll i ol Lol FUBI P St e
e orTen2otbe Jlune gt Elutaitial
sz Sl M

"The primary source of the law of Isiam is the Quran. The Quran,
however, is not a legal code. Its main purpose, as | have said before, is
to awaken,in man the higher consciousness of his relation with God and
the universe. No doubt the Quran does lay down a few general
principles and rules of legal nature, especially relating to the family--- the
ultimate basis of social life. But why are these rules made part of a
revelation, the ultimate aim of which is man's higher life."70

EHE S iP nE 2 S TS T SG
| JL@;. in&!fK(Code of Conduct)@lﬁaﬁfflfg@fug %{Lﬂ by
/m";maw%/ﬁﬁu&ﬂ m""m:uul,@.-.,wmg
s K55 Sar ISk U uT}JCCtg JJ:“MC, Sl i e = E¥
AN A AT Iy (0] (e S TP oSy
tJJw/J{/uﬁux’fTGL S Fsu 5 L eoms ezl
S L T IE S Eont Fad el G ler sl id s
ST s Pt LS P Pl st e L S18
bl UG e 25 E Sl 3PS el Pl 516

v =4

-
o

c««-jj H& J b UT} u“’w

4

BT T A

194



o= /“/ J s {'7 ﬁ:fu’b

e hy g oed LT
Cudg e s Pt e TS Ut z;fJJKuw{WJJ@
tndl gned LU Db SUT il g~ i
L b g LB JiuIe U TSIt ey
Jﬁ’fd‘fgk_i—g:?fgﬂjk‘;)ﬁf?g(')."U;u’.fé_;ﬁ-g,[}(
‘Luu'fC/"U“Z—Z:JKJ[—J'UW/Z%“-‘L%LQC—J:&&T
GG e Bendy L L s SFat AS GG A
bl

LU JEIS S s

el =T ot Yl e

R R

=t U e 2 P L

et o 5D e Ji [

e e oelT Uy ik

VYT V) | A

G i oS o Uz

Jh e e 4
STt Gtk e oot Ul 42" s
s fuT e P selerfre 8o e

195



st i S dbar bll IFFL S
EASN G oGt FL s el g S blonp U
E Fs s JUb L2 103 5o e b U 1l gt
d{fcﬁ"”cﬁ‘-uzv/f’@'WUL’/L:«ILLV«:L"”:-/»MWJ‘/
LS Qe e b L i g 2
S e b P ot L A F L 2 o
337 dn G S e B e Fugaese S ok S
Es by S8 Sy B L1 o 13 s
1Lt et & £ Sd e AT S JB1 e
E A e CAE Ul e Bl L s 2 L
-‘gtzul/}z'u

=AU
ot e nd S et sbiseat SAJGT

“No people can afford to reject their past entirely; for it is their pat that
has made their personal identity"71
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"The task before the modern Muslim is, therefore, immense. He has to

rethink the whole system of Islam without compietely breaking with the
past“73
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"Since things have changed and the world of Islam is today confronted
and affected by new forces set free by the extraordinary development of
human thought in all its directions. | see no reason why this attitude
should be maintained any longer. Did the founders of our schools ever
claim finality for their reasonings and interpretations? Never. The claim
of the present generation of Muslim liberals to re-interpret the
foundational legal principles, in the light of their own experience and the
altered conditions of modern life, is in my opinion, perfectly justified"”®
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"It is, however, impossible to deny the fact that the traditions, by
insisting on the value of the concrete case as against the tendency to
abstract thinking in taw, have done the greatest service to the law of
Istam. And a further intelleigent study of the literature of traditions, if
used as indicative of the spirit in which the Prophet himself interpreted
his Revelation, may still be of great help in understanding the life-value
of the legal principles enunciated in the Quran. A complete grasp of
their life-value alone can equip us in our endeavour to re-interpret the
foundational principles."78
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"The third source of Mohammadan law is Ijma, which is, in my opinion,
perhaps the most important legal notion in Islam. It is, however, strange
that thls important notion, while invoking great academic discussions in
early Islam, remained practically a mere idea, and rarely assumed the

form of a permanent institution in any/ Mohammadan country."79

Sloene Ut A1 I pleiiae s St JB L 61
St SA PR P fou gl F
u}rﬁuwg}‘b@gKJ'L.»LL&-%CM;%UKz_/l;lJ‘"ﬁf&;m
2 QoL s o Sl U, Bl Lo i honPS
O g it o A Sub s i1 s1_a
S BVGUASE L S Ve eI JBI- 2 s T

.

;_/'/o/;{ ,:}/L}Uﬁ’gﬂ{tg-fﬁjﬁ c/,,/:ff/ﬂ:/]l/u)l?‘fjlfgl
Ui s

"The growth of republican spirit and gradual formation of legislative
assemblies in Muslim lands constitutes a great step in advance. The
transfer of the power of ljtihad from individual representatives of schools
to a Muslim legislative assembly which, in view of the growth of
opposing sects, is the only possible form ljma can take in modern times,
will secure contributions to legal discussion from laymen who happen to
possess a keen insight into affairs. In this way alone we can stir into
activity the dormant spirit of life in our legal system, and give it an
evolutionary outlook."80
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“In view of different social and agricultural conditions prevailing in the
countries conquered by Islam, the school of Abu Hanifa seems to have
found, on the whole, little or no guidance from the precedents recorded

in the literature of traditions. The only alternative open to them was to

resort to speculative reason in their interpretations.” 81
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“Thus the school of Abu Hanifa, which fully assimilated the results of
this controversy in absolutely free in its essential principles and possess
much greater of creative adaptation than any otheYschool of
Mohammadan law" 82
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4. Igbal, Islam as a Moral and Political Ideal:S.A. Whahid op.cit., p. 54.

(Reproduced from Hindustan Review, Vol XX, July-December, 1909.
3. Ibid., p. 54.
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8. L.A. Latif, Speaches, writings and statements of Igbal, Lahore, 1974, pp.
107-120.
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18. Aghanids, Nicolsp, Muhammadan Theories of Fianance, repritn Lahore, 1961, p.88.
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27. S.M. Igbal, "The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam", Kitab Bhavan,

New Delhi, 1974, p. 126,
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29. Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, P.146.
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32. Reconstruction.... p. 149.

33. Reconstruction... p. 149.

34 Reconstruction... p. 151.

35. Reconstruction... p. 151
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39. Reconstruction...P.149.
40. Reconstruction... p. 153.
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42. "The Principle of Movement in the Structure of Islam” p. 154. (Sixth
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47. Reconstrucion... p. 156.
48. Reconstruction... p.156.
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54. "The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam" (sixth Lecture in
Reconstruction). p. 157
55. Reconstruction.”. p. 157
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Reconstruction... p. 161.
Reconstruction... p. 162.
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Reconstruction... p. 165.
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"The reason is that it is not merely a Book of Law. It governs the whole
of human life in a very wholesome manner. it convinces man to submit
to God's sovereignity and persuades him to liberate to himself from the
other bonds.... It lays down law at the proper places and points out, as
vj/ell, that the legislative powers have been delegated to the prophet
(peace be upon him)"

v Z’E&/ -;T
“if the Quran had itself described all the principles and details of Islamic
society and culture, Istam would have not been practicable, at least, for
a common man. it would have been the concern of the scholars alone
and that too, with practical limitations. But the Quran is a book, which, in
the words of Igbal, emphasised some of the detailed rules as foundation
stone of the structure of the institutions and delegated rest of this
function to the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) to complete and

practically demonstrate that".
é B LI Va

(“The Reconstruction of Legal Thought in Islam" by R.H. Gillani, Dethi
Publication, 1982, pp. 54-55, 56.
lgbal, The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, pp. 167.
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S.M. Igbal, "The Reconstruction... p 168.
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