
180 Degree Rule – 

There’s a lot more to shooting a great scene than just planting a camera somewhere and 

yelling action. We all want to shoot a scene that can be cut together to achieve great 

continuity with a good variety of shots. 

The 180-degree rule is a cinematography guideline that states that two characters in a scene 

should maintain the same left/right relationship to one another. When the camera passes over 

the invisible axis connecting the two subjects, it is called crossing the line and the shot 

becomes what is called a reverse angle. Reversing the angle is commonly thought to be 

disorienting and can distract the audience from the intent of the scene. 

 

The videos the illustrate the basic principles of the 180-degree rule, establishing action lines, 

working with shifting action lines, and redefining the action line using neutral shots, camera 

movement, and cutaways. Knowing how to apply the 180-degree rule, and when you might 

want to break it can take your production skills to a higher level. 

  

http://i.viglink.com/?key=5b792196539952d3a45f6f41cd5c0afd&insertId=3ae657e1362d78f4&type=H&mid=8251&exp=60%3ACI1C55A%3A2&libId=k9r2tcst0101rwmd000DAbmjc6nec&loc=https%3A%2F%2Findiefilmhustle.com%2F180-degree-rule%2F&v=1&iid=3ae657e1362d78f4&out=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pntrac.com%2Ft%2F1-8251-43737-8251%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.mscdirect.com%252Fbrowse%252Ftnpla%252F04930236&ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&title=180%20Degree%20Rule%20-%20Understand%20the%20%22Line%22%20or%20DIE!%20-%20Indie%20Film%20Hustle&txt=%3Cspan%3E180%20%3C%2Fspan%3E%3Cspan%3EDegree%20%3C%2Fspan%3E%3Cspan%3ERule%3C%2Fspan%3E
http://i.viglink.com/?key=5b792196539952d3a45f6f41cd5c0afd&insertId=84d4e7b35cf052a6&type=H&mid=6621&exp=60%3ACI1C55A%3A2&libId=k9r2tcst0101rwmd000DAbmjc6nec&loc=https%3A%2F%2Findiefilmhustle.com%2F180-degree-rule%2F&v=1&iid=84d4e7b35cf052a6&out=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pntrac.com%2Ft%2F1-6621-43737-6621%3Furl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.deepdiscount.com%252Fpjx%252F888295222051%252F%253Futm_source%253DPJX%2526utm_medium%253DAffiliate%2526utm_campaign%253DBanner&ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&title=180%20Degree%20Rule%20-%20Understand%20the%20%22Line%22%20or%20DIE!%20-%20Indie%20Film%20Hustle&txt=%3Cspan%3Ereverse%20%3C%2Fspan%3E%3Cspan%3Eangle%3C%2Fspan%3E


 


