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Objectives

Expand economic opportunities

Encourage free movement of goods and
services

Improve resilience
Create employment
regionalism
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PACER

Informal discussions under Article 6
continuing

RFTP : build capacities on customs,
quarantine, and S&C.

Ministers have commissioned impact
studies: will include work on labor mobility

Ultimate : possible comprehensive Trade
Treaty with Australia and New Zealand

Deepen regionalism
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EPA

Draft Text in place
Informal discussions ongoing with the EU

Could include Fisheries, Investment and
Services (labor)

must have agreement by end December
2007
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Pacific Plan

Adopted by Leaders at Port Morseby in 2005

Four Pillars — Economic Growth, Good Governance,
Sustainable Development and Security

Has 26 early wins, “agree in principles” strategies, and
“require further analysis” strategies

Implementation coordinated by PIFS and guided by the
Pacific Plan Action Committee (has met thrice this year)

PP Reference Group has been appointed
First Annual Report available
Now working to link national planning to PP
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Challenges

Require national Governments, civil
societies and development partners
support

Continue to stand together
Political support important
Link to international systems.
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Introduction to Region

' Region is one of the most fundamental concepts in
Geography. which has been defined differently by
different geographers. In concluding part of the 19%
century, the French geographers like |
called the of similar physical cultural characteristics

as pays.
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Regionalism also known as sub-nationalism, is a
concept of political geography. It is a movement
which seeks to politicize the territorial predicaments
of its regions with the aim of protecting or furthering
its regional interest. Generally, regionalism is based

on ethnicity, caste, creed, languge,colour or culture.

Regionalism also aims at achieving autonomy and

local power. Despite industrialization, modernization

and globalization, it is an international phenomenon -
and may be observed in almost all the developed and |
developing countries of the world.
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(Conf....

- Regionalism may help in overcoming and solving
some of the socio-political and economic problems
of its supporter, but it is a big barrier in the process
of national integration. In India also, there seems to
be an emerging trend of regionalism . The people of

Assam, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Maharashtra, Punjab, Kashmir, Tamil Nadu, etc.
occasionally give the impression of a strong
feeling of regionalism.
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- This type of sub- nationalism has posed some
serious problems to India, like that of Punjabiat
and Kashmiriat. What ever the objective of the
regionalists may be, it creates many problems for

the government .
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Regionalism in geography has for a long time been
recognized as a form of classification, but not until
the late 1950s was the similarity between
regionalization and scientific procedures o
classification and division explicitly underlined.

Classification consists of grouping of objects into.
classes( or categories) on the basis of certain
common property possessed by all the members of
a class, or on the basis of some specifiedi
relationship obtaining between the objects under
investigation.
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Classification

~ In terminology of science, the objects being
classified are called the ~ ~ and the totality
of individuals under classification, is named as the
universe or the population

_ In the first stage of classification, one particular
property that is possessed by all the members of the
population in greater or smaller degree, is selected to
serve as the basis of classification. Such property is
Lo o differentiating Characteristic.

- When grouping into classes is done on the basis of
some similarity between objects under clasmflcatmn, i)
e rocedure is known as . S0e bl





image18.jpeg
- On the basis of the selected
differentiating characteristic,
individuals are initially grouped Setofdasesor
into a number of classes. categories

~ All classes at the same level are

called a set of classes or categories  hicrarchy of classes
- A First order grouping into classes

may repeated to obtain a hierarchy of classes.
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Principles of Regionalization

- Regionalization is akin to scientific procedures of
classification and division, the principles of
classification and division may be fruitfully applied in
the construction of regional systems. Grigg enumerated
these principles as follows.

assification should be designed for a specific purpose
it rarely serves two ¢ rent purposes eqi 9!)’ W@z’!
Purpose determines the differentiating criterion selected,
and the number of regions delimited. Thus a set of soil
regions based upon properties such as colour and texture
shall not necessarily be reliable guide to regional variety *
in soil productivity.
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o There exist differences in kind between objects ;
objects which differ in kind shall not easily fit into
the same system of classification. v
fundamental principle of taxonomy. Thus, stones
and animals, being different in kind, cannot be put
under the same classification system. In geography,
land and sea differ in kind, so that they are seldom
included in same system of regionalization. The case
of ecological classification, where forms of life —
animals and plants may be classified on the basis of
their habitat. This is also true in the case of systems
of geographical regions and the general- purpose

regions devised by human ecologists.
i o .
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~ » Classification are not absolute : they require to be
changed as new information becomes available
about the object being classified . 011
“almost every classification which is proposed in
early stage of a science will be found to break down
as deeper similarities of objects come to be

observed “ (Jevons, 1887). For Geography the
lesson is obvious: We must keep updating the
regional systems used in our teaching programmes
such as Herbertson’s model of major regions , or
‘Whittlesey,s scheme of agricultural regions — each
needs a thorough review.
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* Classification of any group of objects should be
based upon properties of those objects. In olher
words, the differentiating characteristics
should represent properties of the objects bcmg

- Forexample, attempts have been made
to delimit agricultural region not by properties
of the system of farming in practice, but by
factors which are supposed to cause the
observed differences in farming systems.
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© When dividing, the division should be exhaustive,
~ and the classes formed should exclude each other.
the case geogmphtcal regionalization, this rule
means that if an area is to be divided into regions
then all parts of the area must be assigned to some
region, and each to one region only.

o When dividing, the division should proceed at every
stage, and as far as possible, throughout upon one
Inany regional system, regions of the
same order should be based upon the same property
or some degree of variation of the same property.
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‘Thus, a system of climatic regions can logically be
based upon variations in annual and seasonal incidence
of rainfall, or in the rate of evapotranspirations, or any
other significant element of climate.
The differentiating characteristics, or the principle of
division, must be important for the purpose of division.
the differentiating characteristic should be so chosen as
to be of help in understanding the distributional pattern |
in question, or the spatial relationships of the objects or

the problems being investigated.
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(CONCETSION

- For geographers, regionalism may be a good area
for research, especially to identify the basis of
regional strong biasness in particular area and to
predict the future pattern of behaviour of the

people of that region
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Regionalism and Globalization

What is Regionalism?
Why we do it?
For whom is Regionalism being developed?
Vehicles for Regionalism?
Update on PICTA, PACER, EPA, Pacific Plan

Challenges
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What is Regionalism?

Doing things together
Pooling resources

Agreeing to develop and deliver certain
common services

Delegation of some national sovereignty
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Why we do it ?

Expand economies of scale
Increase our opportunities
Reduce our vulnerabilities

Strengthen our bargaining position in
global systems (WTO etc)

Benefit from globalization
Ensure as a region we are heard
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Who benefits from Regionalism

States

Governments

Citizens

Communities

Regional organizations
Civil societies
International agencies
Academic institutions
Trade Unions
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Vehicles for Regionalism

Regional Organizations
Subregional Organizations
Pacific Plan

Regional Trade and Economic Partnership
Agreements

Regional Service Provision
Pacific Community ?
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Update on PICTA, PACER, EPA
and Pacific Plan

* PICTA — formulated in 2001

- Entered into force in 2003

- Now 10 Parties with two signatories

- Three countries have completed all requirements
and now ready to trade

- Others still working to complete national
requirements

- Date of commencement of tariff reductions deferred
to 1 January 2007

- Ongoing work: inclusion of services, French and US
territories, social impact studies, exclusion of
Tobacco and Alcohol




