THE NATURAL APPROACH TO LANGUAGE TEACHING

This approach was developed in the second half of the nineteenth century as a reaction against the strict intellectual confines of the classical approach and its resulting grammar translation method. According to the exponents of the Natural Approach, language was first to be learnt through speech, since this was the natural route taken by a child when he acquired his first language. Reading and writing followed rarely, if ever, had the rules of grammar explained to him, so in learning a second language he was to follow the same path by finding out for himself how the language worked. The developing science of psychology was also applied to language learning; the resulting theories called for teachers to help the students learn by enabling them to visualize actual objects and link them with words in the target language to encourage the students, especially the younger ones, to learn through play, and through activity in every day situations. Most important of all, language was natural, and the heavy literary texts were to be a thing of the past. Instead, texts were chosen which reflected the day-to-day culture of the countries where the target language was spoken.
The Direct Method: 

By now we understand that a new educational approach often gives rise to a new method, and the Natural Approach was no exception. The principles of this approach to language teaching became enshrined in what came to be known as the Direct Method. Even so, the grammar-translation method was not cast aside overnight. Indeed, in many parts of the world, it lingers on to this day.
Activity:
What could we expect to find in a direct method classroom? To find out answer the following questions.
i) What is the primary goal of the direct method?

a) That the student should learn to communicate.

b) That the student should learn to read and write.
c) That the student should understand native speakers of the target language.
ii) What is the role of the students and teachers in a direct method classroom?

a) The teacher is active and students passive.

b) The teacher allows the students to direct themselves, intervening only occasionally.
c) The students and teachers are partners in the learning process.
iii) What is the role of the students’ native language in the direct method class?

a) It has no role.

b) It is to be used to translate the reading texts.

c) It can be used to translate an occasion difficult word.
iv) How does a teacher respond to student errors in a direct method class?

a) He gives the students an opportunity to correct themselves.

b) He tells them the correct answer.

c) He ignores errors.
v) How does the teacher make the meaning of the new vocabulary clear to the students?

a) By translation.

b) By mime, pictures, real objects, words already known to the students, examples.
c) By asking the students to do a dictionary exercise.    
