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Facts You Might not
Know about the
Masterpiece




Some historians believe Mono
Lisa is a Selt-Portrait of Leonardo
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Leonardo da Vinci died in 1519,
and he is buried at a French castle.
Italy's National Committee for
Cultural Heritage is undertaking an
investigation, and plans to dig up
his skull. They want to rebuild
Leonardo's face, using CSlI-style
technology. Will he resemble the
mysterious Mona Lisa?




't Is a painting but not a canvas.

» Da Vinci's famous masterpiece is painted on a poplar plank.
Considering he was accustomed to painfing larger works on wet
plaster, a wood plank does not seem that outlandish. Canvas was
available to artists since the 14th centfury, but many Renaissance
masters preferred wood as a basis for their small artworks.



A thief made her famous.

» Although in the art world, the painting had
always been an acknowledged
masterpiece, it wasn't until it was stolen in
the summer of 1911 that it would capture
the attention of the general public.
Newspapers spread the story of the crime
worldwide. When the painting finally
returned to the Louvre two years later,
practically the whole world was cheering.




She cannoft be bought or sold

» Truly priceless, the painting cannot be bought or sold according to
French heritage law. As part of the Louvre collection, "Mona Lisa"

belongs to the public, and by popular agreement, their hearts
belong to her.






