
OBJECTIVESOFBROADCASTINGINPAKISTAN

AtthetimeoftheemergenceofPakistantherewerejustthreeradiostations,i.e.;radio

stationLahore,radiostationDhakaandradiostationRawalpindi,inthenewlyborn

country.SomespecificareaswerefiguredoutinwhichthebroadcastinginPakistan

concentratedinthecomingyears.Rightfrom thestartuntiltheearly90softhelast

century,RadioPakistan,whichwaslaterturnedtobecalledPakistanBroadcasting

Corporationin1972,enjoyedcompletemonopolyintherealm ofradiobroadcasting.

ThismonopolywasthoughdisturbedwiththeemergenceofF.M.broadcastinthe

privatesector,butstillthepublicsectormedium enjoysthemaximum approachto

peoplewithawiderangeofradiostations,F.M.andA.M.both,ineverynookandcorner

ofthecountry.

F.M.broadcastin third world countries in generaland in Pakistan in particular,

unfortunatelyandmistakenlyindeed,hasbeenperceivedasthekindofbroadcastthat

ismeantto playmusicandnothingelse.HencetheobjectiveofsettingupF.M.

channelsinPakistanhasbeennarroweddowntoputtingthemeaninglesscomparing

andall-the-timemusic,withoutanyplanningandpotential,onair.

TheA.M.broadcast,however,hasselectedcertainimportantareastobroadcastfor,

maywellbecalledtheobjectivesofbroadcastinginPakistan.

Theyareasunder:

1.Information;Togiveinformationaboutsomethingistoconveyaboutit.Information

maybefrom anyrealm ofliferangingfrom sciencetoart,from beneaththeearthto

unlimiteddepthsofskies,from religiontohumanities,from tangiblestointangibles.

Radiotriestobringtolistenerseverypossibleinformationthattheymustknowabout.

2.EducationToeducatepeopleisaprocessofteachingandtraining;toimprove

knowledgeanddevelopskill.Radio,beingamassmedium doesmanagetopresent

education–orientedprogrammesinitstransmission.

3.EntertainmentPeople wish to getentertained as well.So radio,broadcasts

entertainment programmes comprising music,drama,disk-jockey,and comedy

programmes.

4.IslamicideologySincePakistanisanIslamiccountrywhichwasstruggledforinthe

nameofIslam thereforeasaresponsiblemedium,RadioPakistanhasbeenperforming

appreciate-ableroleforthepromotionandpreachingofIslamicteachingsintheLightof

Quran,SunnaahandHadith.

5.IdeologyofPakistanTwo-nationtheoryprovidesbloodandsoultotheideologyof

Pakistan which seeksitsrootsin Islam.Radio Pakistan isplaying avitalrolein



illuminatingtheideologyofPakistaninthelisteners,especiallyinouryouth.

6.PromotionofculturePakistanisalandofdifferentregionsandvariedcultures.These

culturesrepresenttheirrespectivepeopleandaddrainbowcolourstothevastcanvass

ofPakistan.RadioPakistanisdoingitsbesttopromoteandpreservethispictureof

heterogeneousculturesbyproducingprogrammesstronglyportrayingthebeautyof

differentlandssuchasSindh,N.W.F.P.,Balochistan,AzadKashmirandPunjab.

7.PromotionofregionallanguagesAsmentionedabovePakistanisblessedwith

differentlandsand heterogeneousyetrich culturesand anyculture ofa land is

incomplete withoutitsown medium ofexpression thatislanguage.Through the

languageitispossiblenotonlytopreserveaculturefornext generationsbutalsofor

itspromotionandpropagation.

8.NationalUnityAnationisalwayscomprisedofmanyracesandpeoplepossessing

variousthought,beliefsandopinions.SoiswithPakistan.AllPakistanipeoplemaking

onePakistaninationarefreeto havetheirownbeliefs,politicalassociationsand

opinions,buttheyarenotstrongunlesstheyareunited.Theprimeobjectiveofany

country’smediamustbetoframeitsmatterandcontentinsuchamannerthatthe

nationalunitymaybeachievedandstrengthened.SoisdoingradioPakistan,efficiently

andeffectivelyindeed.

9.Toboostupnation’smoraleatadversehoursYetanotherimportantobjectiveof

RadioPakistanistokeepthenation’smoralehighatthehoursofchallenge,dejection,

panicortrial.ForinstancesoonaftertheemergenceofPakistanthefirstandforemost

challengeinfrontofPakistanwastherehabilitationofmuhajerinwhomigratedfrom

Indiainflocksandflocks.Theyweremiserable.Theywereheavy-hearted.Theywere

lonelyontheirownhomeland.RadioPakistanpresentedprogrammestosharetheir

desolationandprovidedthem necessaryinformationandguidance.

10.NewsCoverageYetanotherimportantobjectiveofradiobroadcastisthecoverage

ofnewssinceonradionewsbulletinsgoonairalmostroundtheclock.Newsgathering

andwritingforradioismoredifferentanddifficultprocessthandoingthebothtasksfor

othermedialikenewspaperandTV.Radioputsnewsonairaftereveryfourorfivehours

inthebulletinsofdifferentdurationsfrom fiveminute.



MEASURINGTHEIMPORTANCEOFNEWS

A constantand specialized kind oftraining enables reporters to draw a line of

demarcationbetweenanordinaryeventandanewsworthyevent.Theycometoknow

whatincident,statement,portionofspeech,oranactivityofarenownedactoristobe

treatedasnewsandgivenspaceinthenewsbulletin.Afterhavingenoughmaterialthat

issupposedtobeapartofthecomingnewsbulletin,adifficultyetthemostimportant

andsensitivetasklaysaheadisgivingaspecificordertothenewsitemsthetypisthas

tofollowwhiletypingthenewsitemsandthenewscasterhastofollowwhilereading

outthebulletin.Isit“firstcome,firstserve”rulethatapplieshereor“hit-and-trial

method?”No,notatall.Ifnot,thenhow tomeasuretheimportanceofnewsstoryso

thatitsturninthesequenceofanewsbulletincanbedetermined?Theordertobe

followedwhileplacingthenewsstoriesinabulletinisbaseduponaprettyscientificand

systematicmanner.

“Generally,themostimportant,significant,andinteresting,isofferedtothelisteneror

reader.”

Thefollowingaretheingredientswhichmakeastoryimportantandsignificantand

according to itsimportance and significance itsorderin a newsbulletin can be

evaluatedanddetermined.

Intensity ofan EventSomething intense means something extreme,something

powerful,somethingdeep,andsomethingverysignificant.Intensityinvolvespower,

force,andstrength.Whenweevaluateanewsstoryintermsofintensity,weasamatter

offact,make an attemptto gauge its importance in terms ofits strength and

consequentlyitsaffectonthesocietyitismeantfor.Intensitymaybelocal,regionalor

global.Forinstance,Pakistanwinsworldcupincricketfirsttimeinthehistoryofher

participationinthecompetition.ItinvolvesextremelevelofinterestofPakistanination

inthevictoryandthevictorypossessesgreatamountofintensityforPakistanis.The

newsinPakistanichannels’bulletinswillbegivenfirstplace.

ExtensityofanEventSomethingextensivemeanshappeningofanyeventoraccident



onalargerlevelinvolvingagreatnumberofpeople.Forinstance,on8thApril2005,a

horribleearthquakeleftthousandsandthousandsofpeopleinAzadKashmirand

northernareasofPakistan,withunforgettabledestructionanddevastation.Itwasa

titanictragedywhichaffectedpeopleonextensivelevel.Tocoverthisnaturalcalamity

anditsaffectsonpeople,reportersfrom mediathroughouttheworldrushedtothe

affectedareas.Thiswasakindofeventthatinvolvedpeopleonextensivescalecoupled

withmammothintensity.Thatiswhyitsnewsandcoveragewasgiventhehighest

importanceandthenewsstorystayedatfirstplaceinthebulletinsforweeks.“The

importanceofastoryisdeterminedbyitsintensity(theamountofdisruption)andbyits

extensity(thenumberofpeopleaffected).”

RecentnessofanEventAsitissaid,timeandagain,thatrecentnessortimelinessis

theveryfeatureofanewsstory.Anyeventorastatementthatisstaleandoldcanbe

anythingbutcannotbenews.Outdatedstoriesmaybetakenasreferencebutthese

storiescannotbetermedasnewsitems.Newsissomethingthatisnew,astosome

journalists,newsisthepluralofnew.Onlytheeventorhappeningthatcarriesallor

someofthenewsvalueswehavegonethrough,andpossessesthefeatureofnewness

aswell,deservestobecallednews.Thatiswhythemostrecenthappeningistreatedas

breakingnews.

Proximity asdiscussedabove,isthenearnessofanevent.Localeventsaremore

importantthanforeign.Anaccidentorcrimeorceremonyismoreimportantinthecity

whereitoccurs.Thesamekindofhappeningoccurredinanyothercityorcountrymay

bereportedasnewsbutinthebulletinitwillbeplacedinthetailend.

ConsequenceofanEventInhisbudgetspeech,thefinanceministerannouncesa

drasticcutinthetariffofelectricity,orafiftypercentraiseisannouncedinthesalaries

ofgovernmentservants.Thesechangeswillnotcomeintoeffectimmediateafterthe

ministerconcludeshisspeech,rather,from the1stofthe1stmonthofthecoming

monetary yearthatmay startaftera fortnightortwenty days.Butsince the

consequencesoftheannouncementaresupposedtoaffectpeopleinfuture,thenews

willbegivenaprominentplacinginthenewsbulletin.

VarietyofnewsvaluesItisamatterofsimpleunderstandingthatmorethenews

valuesinanevent,thegreatertheimportanceofthatnewswillbe.Forinstance,the

murderofapersonisnews,butthemurderofanyimportantfigureinasocietyiseven

biggernews.Earthquakeanywhereinworldisnews,butearthquakeinPakistanis

biggernews.Ifitissointensivethatitkillsthousandsandthousandsofpeopleforcing

otherthousandsofpeopletoshiftandconfinetotents,itbecomeseventhebiggest

newsforalmostallthenewschannelsintheworld.


