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Citation – Scientific writing 



Why reference? 

When you are writing an essay, report, dissertation or any other form of 

academic writing 

 

• Your own thoughts and ideas inevitably build on those of other writers, 

researchers or teachers  

 

• It is essential that you acknowledge your debt to the sources of data, 

research and ideas on which you have drawn by including references to 



In-Text Citations 

• One Author – (Author Last name, Year) 

• Two Authors – (Ist author last name & 2nd author last name, Year) 

• More than two authors – (1st author last name et al., Year) 

 

• The bones were very fragile" (Cole, 2011). 

• The bones were very fragile" (Cole & Lilliana, 2011). 

• The bones were very fragile" (Cole et al., 2011). 

 

• Cole (2011) discovered that the bones broke easily. 

• Cole & Lilliana (2011) discovered that the bones broke easily. 

• Cole et al. (2011) discovered that the bones broke easily. 
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Practice 

• Authors: Muhammad Afzal 

• Year of Publication: 2016  

• Title: Population dynamics of red spider mite, Tetranychus urticae (Koch), 

(Acari: Tetranychidae) in relation to abiotic factors on transgenic and non-

transgenic cotton cultivars.  

• Journal Name: International Journal of Agriculture and Applied Sciences. 

Volume Number: 8 

• Issue Number: 2  

• Page Number: 204-210.  

 



• Authors: Muhammad Afzal and Muhammad Arshad  

• Year of Publication: 2016  

• Title: Population dynamics of red spider mite, Tetranychus urticae (Koch), 

(Acari: Tetranychidae) in relation to abiotic factors on transgenic and non-

transgenic cotton cultivars.  

• Journal Name: International Journal of Agriculture and Applied Sciences. 

Volume Number: 8 

• Issue Number: 2  

• Page Number: 204-210.  

 



• Authors: Muhammad Afzal, Muhammad Irfan Ullah, Abu Bakar 

Muhammad Raza, Abdul Khaliq, Muhammad Kamran and Muhammad 

Arshad.  

• Year of Publication: 2016  

• Title: Population dynamics of red spider mite, Tetranychus urticae (Koch), 

(Acari: Tetranychidae) in relation to abiotic factors on transgenic and non-

transgenic cotton cultivars.  

• Journal Name: International Journal of Agriculture and Applied Sciences. 

Volume Number: 8 

• Issue Number: 2  

• Page Number: 204-210.  

 


