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Abstract
Chapter 1 opens with a section in which the four categories of heterospecific relationships (commensalism, phoresis, parasitism, and mutualism) discussed in subsequent portions of the text are defined. Within this context, a comparison between various types of hosts is explained. Included also is a discussion of the roles of reservoir hosts as integral parts of the life cycle of some parasites. The narrative moves into an overview of the broader aspects of parasitism such as ecology, medical implications, and evolution. Topics such as the correlation of diseases caused by parasites relative to the density of a parasitic burden and the effect of influences such as AIDS and cancer treatments on parasitism are discussed. Other areas considered in this chapter include environmental influences that impede the control and/or elimination of harmful parasites as well as those factors that contribute to the prevalence of parasitic diseases. The chapter closes with a discussion of the possible ways that different groups of organisms may have adapted to a parasitic lifestyle.
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