Philosophy of Pragmatism

Exponents: 
(1) C.B. Pearce, (2) William James, (3) Schiller, (4) John Dewey, (5) Kilpatrick and others 

Fundamentals Principles: 
(1) Pragmatism does not believe in God or spiritual values. It has full faith in man. (2) It upholds the power of man as supreme. (3) Spiritual principles are not universal. They change according to change in times, circumstances and situation. (4) Values are not predetermined. They are in the making. (5) Fully, psychological and humanistic viewpoint. (6) It is a pluralistic concept. 
Principles of Education: 
(1) Education is based on psychology and science. (2) It emphasizes experiment and practice. (3) Child is the focal point of all educational activities. (4) It opposes book learning. (5) Only sociability is emphasized. (6) It is a progressive, dynamic and changeable ideology. 

Aims of Education: 
(1) Aims of educational are not predetermined. (2) Educational aims change according to times places and circumstances. (3) More education. (4) Creation of new values. (5) Social adjustment and harmonious development. 

Curriculum: 
(1) Pragmatic Curriculum is based on subjects of utility, its main principle being utilitarian. (2) Social subjects form the main body and others subsidiary. (3) Main subjects of a Pragmatic Curriculum are — Health hygiene and science, Physical Culture, History, Geography, Maths, Home Science, Science and Agriculture etc. 

Methods of Teaching:
Pragmatists have emphasised the principles of (1) Purposive processes of learning, (2) Learning by doing and by experience and (3) Correlation and integration. On the basis of these principles Kilpatrick has given birth to Project method, a method which is widely accepted and used in the field of education. 

Role of Teacher: 
(1) Teacher's role is that of a friend, philosopher and guide. (2) Teacher puts the child in such a position so that he learns to create new values for future. 

Discipline: 
Pragmatism emphasizes mild emancipatory or social discipline. 

School: 
(1) According to Pragmatism, school is a laboratory for experiments to be done by children. (2) It is a society in miniature.
