Philosophy of Naturalism

Exponents: 
(1) Aristotle, (2) Comte, (3) Hobbes, (4) Bacon, (5) Darwin, (6) Lamark, (7) Huxley, (8) Herbert Spencer, (9) Bernard Shaw, (10) Samual Butler, (11) Rousseau etc. 

Fundamental Principles:
 (1) Naturalism does not believe in God. Nature is everything. Nothing is beyond it. (2) It believes in matter and importance of material world. (3) Physical and natural principles are supreme and universal. (4) There is no ideal or supreme value. (5) Fully materialistic and mechanical attitude. (6) It is a monistic concept.

Principles of Education: 
(1) Education is based on psychology. (2) It emphasizes basic instincts, interests and tendencies. (3) Child is the centre of education. (4) It opposes book-learning. (5) Only Individual is considered and valued. (6) It is a progressive and dynamic ideology. 

Aims of Education:
 (1) To perfect the human machines. (2) Attainment of present and future happiness. (3) Preparation for the struggle of existence. (4) Adaptation to environment. (5) Improvement of racial gains. (6) Natural development. (7) Autonomous development. 

Curriculum: 
(1) Naturalistic Curriculum is constructed according to basic instincts, aptitudes and tendencies of children. (2) In such curriculum scientific subjects occupy main place. Humanities occupy subsidiary position. (3) Main subjects of Naturalistic Curriculum are — Games and Sports, Physical sciences and Physiology, Health culture, Material sciences and Biological sciences etc.

Methods of Teaching: 
(1) Naturalists, emphasizing learning by doing, Learning by self-experience and learning by play, have advocated the following methods of teaching. (2) Observation, play-way, Dalton Plan, Heuristic, Montessori and Kindergarten Methods.

Role of Teacher: 
(1) Teacher's role is subsidiary whereas child's position is central. (2) Nature is the supreme teacher. He is to set the stage for child and retire behind the curtain. 

Discipline: 
(1) The slogan of Naturalism is freedom. (2) This doctrine, supporting emancipatory discipline, emphasizes discipline
according to natural consequences 

School: 
(1) According to Naturalism, Nature's vast campus is the real school. (2) School should be a natural and spontaneous field of free activities for children. 

