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Qurratulain Hyder:
An Author Par Excellence

GOPICHAND NARANG

It anyone can be called a phenomenon in modern Urdu
fiction, it is Qurratulain Hyder, the author of the famous
Urdu novel Aag Ka Darya which, in the late 1950s, rocked
the literary circles in Pakistan, and consequent upon the
publication of which the author had to migrate back to
India. Later, this novel was selected by the National Book
Trust for their prestigious Aadaan Pradaan series for
translation into various Indian languages. Though the
novel went through many printings in India, but since it
was published outside India (1956), it could not be
considered for the Sahitya Akademi’s award. It was her
collection of short stories, Patjhar Ki Awaaz (The V01ce' of
Autumn), first published from New Delhi in 196§, Wh}i(‘:h
won the Sahitya Akademi Award in 1967. Following tﬂxf,
her novel Akhir-e-Shab Ke Humsafar (1973), won for her the

Jnanpith Award.
Qurratulain Hyder : jiad Hyder
enlightened family © Buak

Yaldram was a highly respected origin
as was her mother Nazr-e-Sanad Hy
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40 Qurratulain Hyder and the River of Fire

tound avid readers wherever the language was read
spoken, and yet it remained a """"“?Chl)’""d""’” book
also explores with the colonial past, espec {d‘”y hmking at
the advent of the English with the kind of critical Sk‘rnne.,,
seeking to give a balanced assessment of the Indian Cthoy
down the millennia.
Patihar Ki Awaaz (The Voice of Autumn) is an outstandiy,
collection of short and long stories and a novelette
"Housing dociety’, Handling with rvmarkabl(f'sklll 4 wide
range of subjects and themes, and recreating hlstory,
Qurratulain Hyder is at her best in this collection, Her
Sensitivity to mood and situation and her consideraple
powers of characterization have no parallel in contempora
Urdu fiction, Most of the writings included in this volume
are marked by the pasic question of the predicament of
uman beings, the complexity of relations, and the
unavoidability of time with 4 backdrop of the cultura]

cohesion and the cultural personality of the Ind()-Cangetic
people.

In*fila-Watan’ (The Exiles), one of her best long Stories,
while underlining the humanist; -

Hindu-Muslim culture, or

Soft - |
of those times in Indja and Pakistan, , g i seneration |
had passed through a profound histo
turmoil, caused by Partition, Ind
another story, ‘Dalan Waly (That Winter) typi
impressionistic style, she effectively empl]
tions and experiences capturing the dari
of human nature, and the underlying culturaj] unity of the
Indian people. _

lpat]’har Ki Awaaz,' the. tltle Story, Pe‘!'haps d‘e on]
of its kind by Qurratulain H).'de_r, depicts the predi t
of a nymphomaniac, who, thirsting for love, in Spite of ﬂ\ei ?'
purity of her soul, passes from one man 1o anogpe,

rical ¢
€pendence
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she has no control, ang Oy
like a fallen leaf dritted |

Naar-e<lahan Daraqz
taken from a v

P loree Ol l"il'('llﬂ\hl

NMually in e
istlvsr.l\' by the
Hai, the tile
Orse hy h]b
world is endlesg’ The
It is a l»rmlht.\king
narrative voices,

ances oyer which
PBrey days, fee
atttump Winds.

of the NEXE book,
al which means “The task of the

Author calls it 4 biographic
book be of ity SCope
and layerg of references, |
page it snares the reader in ji web of histnry
tact and fiction, and doeg not let one
the history of 4 t‘amily of Nahtor,
the twelfth century

ls

al Novel.
, divcrsily of
rom the fire
and memory,
8O Ull the end. 1 is
Bijnaur, which begins in
and continues o the present. |n the
Howering of that particular family, however, there 1S also
revealed to our tiveted gaze the formation of tha more
general cultura) identity— the Indian Muslim and his
composite patterns of Sociological behaviour,
Akhir-e-Shab Ke Humsafay (Travellers unto the Night's
End), is another remarkable novel published from Bombay
in 1978. It deals with one of the most fatefy] periods of the
history of the subcontinent, i.e. from the prc-lSccm?d World
War terrorist activity in Bengal and the Quit India Move-
ment to the Partition of the country, and then to the events
of 1970 and the eventyal emergence of Bangladgsh. T?\e
author’s main concerns are psychological and‘ existential
in that the once revolutionary Chamctc_rs‘who, inspired .by
high ideals, give up everything for th.elr‘l‘deo!ogy b}l( wntg
the change of time, and driven by primitive 1}11pl|l§e§ ar: :
desires, stoop to the level of ordinary beings given tod bl't‘t:
and lust; and disillusioned, they seek careers of or ma;
comforts and base pleasures. Qurratulain H‘yd'er ralb&
: i * nature of existence an
S0me basic questions about tha' na el
> se to heights pressed b
uman freedom, how people ris R R
challenges, but in fact, the dark areas al}?ay;,igrant ¥
the scope of choices is rather limited. Itis ghristiam R
of different families—Hindu, Muslim, g AR
Nglish—interwoven with each other during

Cause
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42  Qurratulain Hyder and 11
. (m\«\lll. A :
S s Oon the m(‘nldlltles, almS,

decades of revolutiona ‘
. sy D ) h]l \(‘cl" i '
the impact of these eventi ok of he characiel s
{

" ychological insight, and the
fm’, the heroine l)vcpa“, an'd the
,onist Yasmeen are hauntingly
\“‘U”}l“.']‘*h“"“(""; Pl:ttr:&:; Fast Bengal (now Bangladesh),
drawn. The atmosphere of B4t ‘ «
,:i](j]m‘*' rivers, F;nd jungles are also portray(.d very
vividly. .
Qu}ratulain Hyder has an intense fee]mgl gofrthe
immensity of pain, and for that cruel force .cal ed Time
which overshadows all activity on earth. Time, in her
fiction, is that faceless force that transforms all faces, which
is linear as well as spiral, which one can ignore only at
one’s own peril, and which is so easily accessible, and is
still as boundless as the universe itself. She urges us to
recognize that the inevitability of change is the only reality,
and that fact has one face of hope as well as another of
sorrow. A linearly progressing Time brings changes, and
change can be a harbinger of grief or joy. Should one then
take sides? That would be too easy, she confides to us, too
simplistic, for these issues cannot be settled by referrir{ t
. ()
the material world alone. What counts for Qurrat lg
Hyder is the human spirit and the relationships h ulain
which it blossoms forth. And that is where the lin rf)ugh
carity of

Time turns into a spiral, bringing recognizapy
back to us if we have the necessary sensibility.e Momentg

moral values, ideals,
d(‘Pu'h‘d W llh Pl'ﬂh)lmki
characters of the hero Raih
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