
SOCIOLINGUISTICS 

CONTENTS 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Our knowledge of language 

1.2 The problem of variation 

1.3 The scientific investigation of language 

1.4 Relationships between language and society 

 

2. Language, Dialects and Varieties 

2.1 Language and Dialects 

2.1.1 Regional dialects 

2.1.2 Social dialects 

2.1.3 Styles and registers 

 

3 Speech communities 

3.1. Choosing your variety or code 

3.2. Diglossia 

3.3. Code-switching or code-mixing 

3.4. Language maintenance and shift 

 

4. Linguistic varieties and multilingual nations 

4.1. National and official languages 

4.2. Planning for a national official language 

4.3. The linguist’s role in planning 

4.4. Language policies and planning in Pakistan  

 

5. Language change 

5.1. Traditional view 

5.2. Some changes in progress 

5.3. The mechanism of change 

 

6. Language and culture 

6.1. The Whorfian hypothesis 

6.2. Kinship systems 

6.3.Colour terminology 

6.4.Prototype theory 

6.5.Taboo and euphemisms 

 

7. Ethnography and ethnomethodology 

7.1.Varieties of talk 

7.2.The ethnography of communication 

7.3.Ethnomethodology 

 

8. Solidarity and politeness 



8.1     Tus and vous 

8.2     Address terms 

8.3    Politeness 

 

9. Language and Gender 
9.1 Male-female differences 

9.2 Some possible explanations 

 

10 Attitudes and applications 

10.1 Attitudes to language 

10.2 Socio linguistics and education 

10.3 Socio linguistic Universals 

10.4 Language and Worldview 

Language and power 




