Chapter 4

Spheres
of
Change

To say that the modern world is in the throes of dramatic changes is an obvi-
ous understatemnent. The sense and feeling of change permeates social
arrangements at all Jevels of society. This chapter will examine some of the
more important changes in society and show the context in which they are tak-
ing place. The specific changes occurring in such spheres as the family, popu-
lation, stratification, power relations, education, and the economy will be con-
sidered. Changes in these spheres are interrelated; they influence each other as
well as the course of society; they often ocour more or less simultaneously; and
they are set in motion by the social foroes discussed in previous chapters.

THE FAMILY

The major changes in the structure and functions of the family can be traced
to the Industrial Revolution and to the resulting urbanization, moderniza-
tion, and economic development of socety (Gelles, 1995; Goode, 1968,
Janssens, 1993; Leshie & Korman, 1989, and Ruggles, 1994). Industrialization
was instrumental in transforming the tradittonal large, authoritarian, rela-
tively stable rural family system into a more egalitarian, emotionally freer,
and less sexually stratified nuclear family. This is not to say that industrial-
wation had the same immediate effect on family systems in every society
(see for example, Thomton & Lin (1995) on the family in Taiwan). Cultural
and social forces determine the rate of family changes under the impact of
industrialization, and there is substantial varation from society to socety

concerning the direction and magnitude of changes in specific family attri- r
butes such as the incidence of divorce or age at marriage.
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122 Chap 4 Sphens of Crange

industrialization, the family, according to Demos (1970:183), “was first of all
a business agency of economic production and exchange. Each household
was more or less self-sufficient; and its various members were inextricably
united in the work of providing for their fundamental material wants.
Work, indeed, was a wholly natural extension of family life and merged
imperceptibly with all of its activities.” Children were economic assets, and
marriage was a kind of business relationship. With the advent of the facto-
ry system, the woman's traditional economic contribution declined, her sta-
tus as wife and mother diminished, and children became liabilities rather
than assets. Today, the consumption of goods and services has replaced pro-
duction, and all members are encouraged to participate. Once they worked
together; now they shop together—for food, clothing, sporting goods, TV
sets, and the like.

Traditionally, the family was the principal source of protection for the
individual. In addition to physical protection, it provided medical care and
economic security. These functions have been largely transferred to the state
through the operation of such agencies as the police, welfare departments,
the medical profession, and Insurance companies.

The religious function of the family is also on the decline. Religion once
served as an integrating force, one that complemented other institutional
controls in the maintenance of a cohesive family system. The home was the
center of religious activities. Today, the church is often taking over many of
these functions, and even marriage is becoming a secular matter devoid of
religious overtones.

In the early Amencan family, education was considered to be a func-
tion of the home. Children were likely to follow the footsteps of their par-
ents, and education was usually of short duration and vocational in nature.
Now the education of children, both academic and vocational, is more for-
mal and has passed on to the hands of professionals.

The status-conferring function of the family has also declined, and
individuals are evaluated on the basis of their own performance rather than
on the basis of ascribed status, A family’s status is more often than not ascer-
tained in terms of the husband's occupation, and usually the man leaves his
status when he leaves his job. Finally, even the reproductive function of the
family has not remained a sole exclusivity of the family, as evidenced by ille-
gilimacy rates.

“In the past, stability has been the great value exemplified by the fam-
iy and that expected of it by society. This was true because the family was
the basic institution in a static society” (Burgess, 1973:195). Today, the
American society Is not static but dynamic, and the family is characterized
not by its stability but by its adaptability to a rapid tempo of social change.
It is becoming a more specialized structure, st the loss of functions should
not be construed as signs of deterioration. They are only indicative of
changes that have taken place.
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may also play a role in the decision to forsake parenthood (Leslie & Korman,
1989:463). At the same time, the number of unmarried mothers in the United
States increased 60 percent between 1983 and 1993 (Seligmann, 1993). In the
carly 1990s, more than 30 percent of children were born out of wedlock. The
growth of Hlegitimacy s most severe in the inner city, but the phenomenon
is not exclusive to any race or sector of society. More white children than
black are born and raised out of wedlock, and it s among whites, college
graduates, and women with high-paying jobs that illegitimacy is rising most
rapldly (Murray, 1994). Some of the reasons contributing to the increase in
this sector is due to a shift in values and an increase in eaming power among
women. In 1993, 6.3 million children, or 27 percent of all children under the
age of cighteen, lived with a single parent who had never been married, up
from 243,000 in 1960, and from 3.7 million in 19683 (Holmes, 1994). Another
9.8 million children lived in “blended families”—that is, with stepparents
and half-bothers and half-sisters.

The increased work responsibility of women has also tended to bring
about changes in the structure of the family. The percentage of working
women has almost doubled since 1940, In the mid-1980s, more than half of
all adult women were working, and six out of ten of these were married
(Williams, 1987:367). In addition, there has been a substantial increase in the
number and types of occupations in which women are employed and
greater involvement on their part in high-paying, prestigious occupations
and professions. Changes in career patterns and employment opportunities
for women bring about such adaptations as the commuter, or long-distance,
marriage, in which the spouses live some distance from one another. In such
families, either the wife or husband assumes primary responsibility for the
children. In the early 19905, approximately 1 million couples had commuter
marriages (Maines, 1993).

Divorce

Until very recently, the long-term trend in divorce in the United States
has been upward. The divorce rate i usually expressed as the number of
divorces per 1,000 population. In 1867, the divorce rate was 0.3 per 1,000
population. By the turn of the century, it had reached 0.7, and by 1950, 2.6
There was a small drop to 2.2 in 1960, then it started to climb again, reaching
4800 1975, and hit its peak of 5.3 in 1981, The figure of 4.8 ks the lowest since
1975 and represents only the second time in twelve years that the rate edged
below 5 per 1000 It should be noted, however, that the numbers are based
on per 1,000 population, not just married couples, so the figures do not
reflect the pool of couples actually at risk for divorce. And that risk is quite
high, particularly among twenty-five- to twenty-nine-year-olds. In 1992,
there were 1.3 million divorces in this cobort, up from 253,000 in 19%62—a
fivefold increase—while the size of that age group did not even double for
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126 Chap 4 Spheves of Change

tionable. Regardless of how it is described, sex today s no longer tied to
reproduction or marriage, nor domestic life to a large family of children. Sex
is increastngly liberated from the bonds of matrimony and even heterosexu-

ality. For a contemporary young woman, for example, the choices are

Have sex or don't. Have it with a man, or 8 woman. Use the pill, the IUD, the
disphragm. Have an abortion. Marry, or don’t. Do have children. Don't have
children. Have a career. Have a career and a child, Have & husband, but no
child. Have a child, but no husband. (Rivers, 1975:144)

Among unmarried young people, sexual activity i on the increase, and
they start at vounger ages today than in earlier times, Surveys show that
about half of the women aged fifteen to nineteen have had intercourse, and
about one-fifth, at age fifteen, had already expertenced coitus. Close to one-
half in this age group had more than one sexual partner (Jones et al,
1986:46—49). In 1994, the median age for first intercourse was 16.6 years for
boys and 174 for girls. Approximately 20 percent of both sexes remain vir-
gins throughout their teenage vears (Laumann et al, 1994), but about 10 per-
cent of those who are still virgins engage in oral sex—and both girls and
boys are equally likely to be the receiving partner (Lewin, 1997). More girls
are experimenting sexually today than a generation ago, and young
women's sexual experiences are increasingly becoming like young men’s in
both homosexual and heterosexual situations (Marano, 1997). A recent study
suggests that geographic mobility is positively related to premarital sex and
that weakened community bonding, parental supervision, and increased
loneliness play a role in the high incidence of sexual activity in the fifteen-to- [
nineteen-year-old age group (Stack, 1994),

Although there is a decline in births among teens, more than 1 million
teenagers get pregnant annually, and slightly more than half of these give
birth. About eight in ten pregnancies among teenagers (and 60 percent of all .
pregnancies in the United States) are unintended. Amenca’s yearly teen-
pregnancy rate—one teenage girl in every ten—remains the highest of any
developed country (and so Is the legal abortion rate of about 1.6 million per
year), mostly as a result of lack of knowledge about effective contraceptive
use and technologies (World Population News Service, 1997). By age twen-
ty, nearly #) percent of young white women and 63 percent of young black
women become pregnant.

There are other derivatives of the changes of sexual mores and bebav-
ior. They include alternatives to family living such as group marriage and
communal lving. Group marnage is based on the principle of sharing, van-
oty in sexual experience and NMMWIMM
marriage involves three or more people. The most common pattern involves
four adults, usually the members of two former couples (Leslie & Karman,
1989.129). Members are motivated by personal growth opportunity and by
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128 Chap 4 Spreres of Change

has reached pandemic proportions, and the fear of catching this incurable,
among both heterosexuals and homosexuals in most parts of the world, but
more so in developed than in underdeveloped countries.

In sum, the options have indeed increased for thve family. Family life is
no longer confined to a traditional, approved form of family in the
type. In the real world, a wide range of family patterns can be observed,
from homeosexual unions to mothers living with their illegitimate children,
from open sex communes to the Shakers' total rejection of sexuality, from liv-
ing together without any ceremony to living separately in spite of a ceremo-
ny; the list s nearly endless, It is too early to tell whether or not these
changes now occurring within the family will inaugurate a totally new sys-
bemn of family. Regardless, changes in the sphere of the family have been and
are dramatic, In the next section, changes in population will be examined.

POPULATION

Assuming that the first human being appeared between 1 million and 2 mil-
lion years ago, it is estimated that between 60 billion and 100 billion
sentatives of Homo sapiens have lived on planet Earth, It is estimated that the
world population in 1650 was one-half billion, and it took approximately 200
vears for it to double. In 1850, it was 1 billion, with a doubling time of 80
years. By 1930, it reached 2 billion, with a doubling time of 45 years (Ehrlich
& Ehrlich, 1972:5-6). In 1997, the world’s population had a doubling time of
47 years (Population Reference Bureau, 1997). In only eleven years, from
1987 to 1998, world population grew from 5 billion to 6 billion, adding more
bodies to feed, house, cdlothe, and educate than the present combined popu-
lations of Europe and Latin America. To put these numbers in some kind of
perspective, in 1997, the world population increased 3.1 people every sec-
ond. Globally, this translates to 186 people per minute, 11,160 per hour,
267 840 per day, and well over 8 million per month, for a total of close to Y8
milllon new people annually. By the time you finish reading this page, 160
additional people have been added to the world population. The daily
increase equals roughly the size of Dayton, Ohso,

The world population growth is the result of natural increase—the
excess of births over deaths. For individual countries, net migration-—the
difference between out-migration and in-migration—is also a factor. Rapid
population growth is the result of great declines in death rates along with
continuing high birthrates. Mortality rates in Europe began to decline in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The great reductions in mortality did
not reach two-thirds of humankind in the developing nations in Asia, Latin
America, and Africa until after Workd War I, primanly as a consequence of
the rise in the general level of nutrition, improvements in sanitation, and
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Demographic Transition

In stark contrast to trends in developing countries today, over the past
200 years, the now-industrialized nations have experienced what demogra-
phers refer to as demographic fransition, moving from high fertility rates to
low mortality rates and low fertility rates. Death rates started to drop before
birthrates did, causing population growth rates to rise rapidly for a time.
Gradually, however, birthrates also began to fall, and rates of growth in most
industrialized nations seem to be stabilizing at relatively low levels. For
example, at the end of the twentieth century, the United States had a growth
rate of 0.7 percent, whereas western European countries had a growth rate
of 0.1 percent, compared with 2.3 percent in Latin American countries, and
28 in Africa and western Asia. Demographic transition essentially predicts
the patterns of change that occur over a long time (Szreter, 1993).

Let us now consider the major variables in population dynamics. They
are martality, or death rate; that 1s, the number of deaths per 1,000 popula-
thom; fertility, which refers to the number of births in a population relative to
every thousand women of chikibearing age (usually between the ages of fif-
teen and forty-five); migration, which indicates the movement of segments of

mepupuhwnhmmegmmphxammmmdwm
or population composition—that is, a proportion of males and females in

various age groups in a given population.

Mortality In the United States, accidental injury is the leading cause
of death for people from age one to age forty-four, and over half of these are
the result of motor vehicle accidents. Since 198, however, the number of
deaths from firearms has increased 60 percent, while vehicle deaths have
fallen 21 percent. If the current trend continues, fircarms will be the
cause of injury-related deaths by 2003 (Morhidity and Mortality Weekly Report,
1994).

Turning to other indicators, in any given group of 1000 infants, mor-
tality rates are relatively high in the first year of life, rapidiy decline in early
childhood, reach their minimum around the ages of four to ten, and then rise
gradually but steadily until they reach their maximum at old age. In all
countries of the world, mortality rates through the life cycle are declining,
though at different rates, as evidenced by a decrease in infant mortality and
an increase in life expectancy. Since World War [, health programs involving
the use of antibiotics, vaccines, and insecticides have contributed to the
decline of mortality rates in developing countries, The most noticeable is the
drop in infant mortality rates—that is, the number of deaths per thousand
during the first year of life. The decline in infant mortality is most rapid in
industrialized countries. In the United States, for example, it declined from
99.9 in 1915 to 20 in 1970 and to 8.1 per 1,000 births in 1997 (JAMA, 199%4;
Population Reference Bureau, 19970, The rates are even lower for other
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general, the nations with the lowest percapita income have the highest fer-
tility, and vice versa. In developed countries, the level of fertility is lower
than it was a hundred years ago, but the change leading to a decreased
demand for children has not been a regular process (Starke, 1994). In most
nations, fertility in general is higher in rural than in urban areas, and, in
some countries, including the United States, unmarried women exhibited a
higher fertility level than married women in recent years (Althaus, 1994), In
developed nations, it is usually highest among persons of the lower socio-
economic classes and lowest in the middle and upper classes.

In addition to these variations, there is a general downward trend in
fertility in most countries, primarily as a result of the confluence of a sertes
of economic and social factors. They include

* An overall increase in the educational attamment of women and the conoonsi-
tant changes in their values and roles.

* An increase (n the proportion of women in the nosagricultural labor force.
¢ Continued decline in infant mortality:

* Increasing cost of mising and educating child ren

* Dechine in traditional religious belsefs in favor of high fertility.

® Decline in the economic utility of children.

* The weakening of the extended family system

* Widesproad availability of contraceptive technology and abartion.
Development of welfare and old-age systems outside of the home.
Incrensed mobility ppportunities.

Lack of fasth in the future

Obviously, this 1s only a partial list, even though it indicates many of
the changes that have been associated with the decrease in fertility. This list
could be supplemented by questions of individual motives, such as, “Why
do you want 10 have x number of children?” or “Why do you use (or not use)
a certain contraceptive method?” In that case, one would be led to conclude
that the reasons for a given fertility level are as many as the number of indi-
viduals who have borne children. Still, on a worldwide bases, lteracy,
increased wealth, urbanization, economic development, and industrializa-
tion have all contributed to the decrease in fertility. Some demographers and
social commentators are even complaining that the United States and other
Western countries are not reproducing fast enough to replace themselves
(Teitelbaum & Winter, 1985; Wattenberg, 1969). In his rather alarmist book,
The Sirth Divarth, Ben | Wattenberg (1989) fears that the decline in fertility in
the West will bring about economic problems, a weakening of the military
might of the West, a decline in the productivity of the aging labor force, and
an inevitable bankruptey of social security systems. He also alludes to the
eventual overtake of the West by “infertor” races. Time will tell whether
Western civilization is endangered by the “birth dearth.”
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comparable in the future. It s worth noting that immigration and
children born to immigrants after their arrival in the United States
wmmmmmmmmuhm
growth, and this share is projected to increase steadily
mwmwmmwmma-mnsm
makeup. In 1995, the American population was 74 percent white, 12 percent
black, 10 pervent Hispamic, and 3 percent Asian, If the countries of origin
remain the same. in 2050 it will be 51 percent white, 14 percent black, 26 per-
cent Hispanic, and 8 percent Asian (Cassidy, 1997:41) There is already a
growing sense of xenophobia, as evidenced by, for example, the passing by
a large majority of Propesition 187 in California in November 1994, a mea-
sure that dentes non-emergency health care, education, and social services to
illegal immigrants (Newswerk, 1994a:57),

Age-Sex Composition The final variable of population dynamics is
the age-sex compaosition, which is determined by the population’s sex ratio
at birth (sex ratio is the number of males divided by the number of females
times 100) and the population’s past history of births, deaths, and migra-
tons. As a result of the decline in birthrates, the proportion of the popula-
tion less than fifteen years of age has been steadily declining in industrial-
ized countries. In the United States, it declined from 41.6 percent in 1850, to
34.4 percent in 1900, and to 22 percent in 1997 (Smith & Zopi, 1976:182;

won Reference Bureau, 1997). By contrast, the world
under fifteen years of age Is 33 percent; Latin America’s population under
fifteen years of age is 36 percent, and it exceeds 49 percent in eastern African
countries such as Kenya and Zimbabwe.

The current “aging” of the population has been widely publicized in
recent years (Menken, 1986, Wattenberg, 1989). This refers to the increase
both in the median age and in the number and proportion of those sixty-five
years of age and over, which is another characteristic of developed countries.
In 1994, the median age in the United States was close to thirty-four years
(half the population older, half younger); and, for Canada, one study pre-
dicts that the median age in 2036 will be 49.9 years (McKie, 1993). About 13
percent of the population was over the age of sixty-five. In Latin American
countries, the figure was 4 percent, and, in a number of countries in Asia and
Africa it ranged between 1 and 2 pervent.

Changes in the sex ratio in the United States are usually attributed to
immigration, as more males than females tend to immigrate. Changes in both
the age and the sex structures tend to bring about changes in other domains.

Changes in the age structure alter the dependency ratio, which is the
ratio of persons in dependent ages (that is, ages under fifteen and over sixty-
five), In general, the Jower the ratio, the easier it is for persons in the oo
nomically productive ages to support those in the dependent age category.
Age structure changes also relate 1o the age of persons in the labor force, and
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into a caste, marvies in 1L, and dies in it. The best-known caste system is that of
traditional India. However, with the introduction of modern forms of technol-
ogy and economic onganization, together with the diffusion of ideologies favor-
able to social change and the integration of village life with the outside world,
the traditionally rigid status system has been greatly undermined, although not
necessarily abandoned (Mendelsohn, 1993). Much of this change has ooourmed
in cities, not in rural villages, but the values and lifestyles associated with a
more flexible status system have filtered into the rural sectors, planting the
seeds of a “revolution of rsing expectations” (Mandelbaum, 1970).

At the other extreme is the open class system, in which only individual
achievement matters, and one rises or falls in social class according to his or
her own accomplishment. Class frees individuals from the accident of birth
more than any other ranking system. The class system does not remove the
disadvantages or advantages of birth but does allow more room for achieve-
ment. Class is a relatively open system that allows for maximum social
mobility in either direction (Berger, 1996). The United States is considered to
have the most open and mobile class system in the world. In the third, the
estate system, strata are defined by law and are relatively rigid and perma-
nent. But there is some opportunity to shift one’s status. Feudal Europe ix the
most notable example of an estafe system. Changes from estate and caste
stratification systems to open systems are indicative of changes of fypy,
whereas changes in the open class system are changes authin the stratifica-
tion system (Barber, 1973:199-209).

Toward Greater Equality

The economic difference between the top and bottom strata of society
is greater in underdeveloped and developing countries than in
nations. The rnichest 358 people in the world—the global billionaire club-
possess assets which exceed the combined income of countries accounting
for 45 percent of the world's population (Wetsmann, 1996). Gerhard Lenski’s
(1966:309) observation of over three decades age is still correct: the top 1 or
2 percent of the population in nonindustrial societies as a whole usually
receives not less than half of the total income of the country. In industrial
societies the comparative figure is much less.

In developed countries, the gap between the rich and the poor nar-
rowed between 1930 and 1960, Because of changing economic realities, this
trend has been reversed, income inequalities are growing, and they are
greater than any time in the past fifty years (Econoanist, 1994:19-21).
However, wewalth inoqualities (a less frequently used indicator of inequality
defined as assets owned at a given time, such as land, stocks, retirement ben-
efits, homes, and carsl have remained relatively unchanged (Weicher, 1997),
and the median family wealth in the United States has stayed around
$52,000 for the last fifteen years.
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in the overall income for the masses, both urban and rural, and a significant
increase in the standard of living, The emphasis shifted to consumption, and
there s considerable preoccupation with both what and how to consume
and under what circumstances. In the United States, large-scale changes in
major patterns of stratification have been associated with industrialization,
creating a large, urban working class. Well into the twentieth century, the
urban proletariat was generally underpaid and overworked, and the
lifestyle imposed upon it reflected its underprivileged pasition in the econ-
omy. In recent decades, however, a substantial proportion of the urban
working class have adopted a middie-class lifestyle. The basic change mak-
ing this possible has been the rise in their relative incomes and the shorter
workweek. With higher incomes and more leisure time, many workers
scquired consumer “needs” of the middle class, such as modern homes and
household an annual vacation and travel, leisure-lime activities,
and %o on. For a while, the American dream became a reality. Workers got
used Lo a rapadly growing standard of living in the 190s and most of the
1970, but the gains took a turn in the opposite direction starting in about
1978 (Koten, 1987). With a concomitant increase in the length of the work-
woek, the average American is working longer for Jess income (Sanders;
1997). Suddenly, a generation raised with great material expectations has
discovered there is a big gap between its reach for more satisfaction and
what is within its grasp. In view of current trends, it is doubtful that the new
urban working class can maintain the highly cherished middle-class style of
life. And, it 1s little consolation for them that their “real” middle-class coun-
terparts are not faring much better.

Rising income inequality and the concomitant class segregation is cre-
ating geographical localization of affluence and poverty across the world,
The localization will likely cause an increase in the density of poverty and
expose the disadvantaged to increased disease, crime, violence, and family
disorganization. On the other hand, the affluence concentration will improve
the privileges of the rich and, we are likely to see further polarization, more
gated communities, and increased class segregation through ecological
mechanisms (see, for example, Massey, 1996),

Social Mobility

The United States is frequently described as a “mobile society”
Because stratification really involves a series of steps, one can consider
mobility with regard to a number of variables such as income, educational
achievement, housing, neighborhood status, occupational prestige, and so
forth, There is consensus in the stratification literature that occupation is the
best single indicator of one’s overall stratification position. Changes in a
stratification position are brought about by vertical mobility—that &, either
the upward or downward movement on an occupational scale. Moreover,
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examines. 5. M. Miller (1960) suggests that chances for long-term upward
mobility from blue-collar to elite appear to be greater in the United States and
Japan. To illustrate, in America, children of high school graduates are almost
as likely to get a college degree as children of college graduates (Mandel,
1996). When all possibilities of entry into the elite from other levels are con-
sidered, Sweden and the Netherlands may be more open than the United
States or Japan. Australia has a very low inheritance of occupational status
and hence the highest general mobility figures. Blue-collar to white-collar
moves seem to be most prevalent in France, Switzerland, and Great Britain.
Regardless of the prevalence, frequency, and type of social mobility,
movement through the class system, either up or down, s an experience that
profoundly affects many aspects of an individual’s life (Tumin, 1965). For
many, upward soctal mobility may be a disruptive expersence. Through edu-
cation or other forms of achievement, they realize occupational attainments
that place them into lifestyles substantially different from those of their par-
ents. In certain situations, lifestyle differences that stem from occupational face
tors may be accentuated by considerations of ethnic culture. To illustrate, the
upwardly mobile children of immigrant parents may be under considerable
pressure to reject or abandon parental bediefs, values, and way of life in order
to become assimilated into their new social class. In some cases, upward
mobility is associated with guilt and anxiety and may result in the breakdown
of relations with the parents. It has also been suggested that those who are
upwardly mobile into the middle class ane generally more politically conserv-
ative than those born into middle-class circumstances (Tumin, 1985:93-95).

Few people would disagree with Olsen (1970) that, like “energy in the phys-
ical world, power pervades all dynamic social phenomena” Although
power has been variously defined, most sociologists would agree with Max
Weber's definitbon of power as “the chance of @ man or a number of men to
realize their own will in 2 communal action even against the resistance of
others who are participating in that action” (Gerth & Mills, 1946:180).
lenplicit in this definition is the notion that power cannot be considered an
attribute of any individual or group. Rather, it is defined as a relationship
between individuals or groups. Invariably, power has at least three compo-
nents: force, authonity, and influence (Bierstedt, 1974:220-241).

Farce means the application of sanctions to, or the elimination of alter-
natives from, one group or individual by another. “Surmender or die.” “Your
money or your life,” “Publish or perish,” “Behave or get spanked”; all of
these are examples of the elimination of possibilities. In earlier days, for
example, force used to be an inherent part of the student-teacher power rela-
ton. In one instance, a schoolteacher tells that during his fifty-one years of
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gardening economy. Domestication of plants results in 4 more dependable
supply of food, which, in turn, is related to the emergence of a division of
labor, wherein specialized economic cccupations and full-time

in politics and religion develop. As a result of functional specialization, new
social statuses and power relations emernge.

3. In advanced horticultural societies, there is a noticeable increase in
inequality, which accompanies the development of the hoe, permitting a
greater utilization of the soil, and of terracing, irrigation, fertilizers, or met-

. The higher level of technology leads to an increase in economic spe-
clalization and to the development of political power. There is an elaboration
of formal statuses, accompanied by an increase in property rights (including
rights over human beings, or slavery) and the availability of transferable
assets such as money, cattle, and slaves. From the perspective of power rela-
tions, this level of technological and social development sees the emergence
of well-defined hereditary strata,

4. In agraran sociehies, there is a significant increase m food produc-
tion and food surplus that leads to advances in transport, communication,
engineering, and military technology. New forms of power relations emerge
in the form of a city-state, a bureaucratic empire, or feudalism, In such a
society there is a well-developed, superior, hereditary social group, and the
causes of inequality are primarily economic,

5. In industrial societies, the development of an industrial
represents a significant change in the means of subsistence available to soci-
ety. As a result, sharp increases take place in production and in specialized
economic activity. But the subsequent material surplus, acconding to Lenski,
does not lead, as in the past, to increases in ineguality but to a reversal of this
historic trend. Although economic prestige and political ineguality is still
substantial, it is less marked than in agrarian societies. Economic resources
are mote equitably distributed, and there is an emergence of universal suf-
frage, representing a diffusion and popularization of political power, The
major reason for this trend toward increased equality & that industrial soci-
ety Is too complex to be run personally or arbstrarily. The ruling groups find
it in their interests to invoive the lower and intermediate groups in econom-

Ic and political processes.

The contention that industrial society is characterized by a decrease in
economic and political inequality as compared to agrarian society Is a major
theme in Lenski's work. It is important to note that the economic elite in
industrial socsety claims a smaller portion of the economic pie than the exo-
nomic elite of agrarian society, and there is a greater willingness of the polit-
ical elite to involve the masses in political processes. Moreover, unlike in
agricultural societies, in industrial societies, at least in the West, ownership
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144 Chap ¢ Sphems of Change

they are themselves subordinate in spheres not relating (0 thesr specialty, and
because they are now far more dependent on the good will of the public. . . .
Today, no single strategic elite has absolite power or prionity . . . and none
determines the patterns of selection and recrultment of the rest . . their more
varied skills and experiences result in the formation of a mose complex and
many-sided social care, one in which a number of personalities must coesist.

Decentralization of Power

In addition to changes in power relations at the societal level, changes
are taking place at the level of community. In most American communities,
power is diffused to a considerable degroe. Thomas R. Dye (1986:49) con-
tends that the community’s most important resource is land, and those who
control land use are the community’s power elite. They include mongage
bankers, real estate developers, builders, and landowners. Community
elites, Dye argues, are different from national elites in their economic func-
tion. At the local level, the elites’ function is to prepare land for capital
investment, But their power s limited, for they cannot control the destinies
of their communities. Their power is limited to economic development deci-
sions, and they secure mass support for their policies by emphasizing
prospects for more jobs and small business opportunities. There is no single
center of power, and Paul E Mott (1970:85-86) cites the factors or conditions
that favor an increase in the number of local centers of power and in the
number of power relations, “The number of centers of power Is to increase
as (1) the population (of the community) increases, (2) the ethnic
tion becomes more heterogeneous, (3) functional specialization increases, (4)
the number of self-conscious social classes increases, (5) as immigration

Law and Power

Changes in power relations are also brought about by law. As |. O.
Hertzler (1961:421) points out, “ .. the law in effect structures the power
(superordinate-subordinate) relationships in the society; it maintains the sta-
tus quo and protects the various strata against each other. both in
mental and non-governmental organizations and relationships.” The law
affects power relations by stating who may do what to whom. For
prior to the passing of the National Labor Relations Act of 1935,
were legally entitled to fire employees who joined unions. This law estab-
lished workery' legal right to join unions and prohibited emplovers from
penalizing workers for undon activity. Civil rights legislation also
the power relations between blacks and whites by enabling the former o
abtain goaks more efficiently, pursue goals that otherwise they would not
pursue, and act oul values more effectively. It resulted in the aoquisition of
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146 Chap. 4 Sphores of Crange

During this century, school enroliments at the primary, secondary, and
college levels have increased dramatically. In 1992, more than 62 million
Americans between the ages of three and thirty-four were enrolled in educa-
tion institutions. Some examples of changes: Of those aged twenty-five yvears
and over in 1940, 24.5 percent had completed high school and 4.6 percent col-
lege. The median school years completed was 8.6. By 1993, 80.2 percent had
completed high school and 21.9 percent aﬂleseuﬂtbanadhnuhoolym
completed grew to 126, Between 1960 and 1993, school
mmammummmmwa&mdmm
1997:154, 157, 151). This figure represents around 7 percent of the total value
of the nation’s annual output of goods and services. Public elementary and
secondary schools spend about $4,700 per student, public colleges $13,200,
and private institutions S22000. Full-time tuition income covers between
one-half and three-fourths of the per-pupil expenditures of colleges. For
example, one top college, Swarthmore in Pennsylvania, estimates that in
1994, it spent more than $40,000 per student, which is far more than the
$29,900 fee it received for actual tuition and room and board (Passell, 1994).
The difference is made up from gifts and endowment income. At this point,
it should be noted that perennial “soaring tuition”™ image of higher education
has little to do with reality. In 1997, of the more than 2,200 four-year colleges
in the United States, only 36 charged more than $20,000 in tuition and fees.
More than a quarter of all colleges are public colleges; their average annual
tuition is S2.860, and two-thirds of all students, around 6 million, attend
them. Another 5.3 million attend two-year junior colleges, which charge an
average annual tuition of $1,387. Public colleges and universities enroll more
than 80 percent of all students, who pay, on the average, around $2,000 per
year for their education. Those who attend private colleges pay an average of
$12.432 annually in tuition and fees, and less than 1 percent of all students
pay mare than $20,000 (Menand, 1997). These figures do not take scholar-
ships into account: 41 percent of all students at public and &) percent at pri-
vate four-year colleges receive financial aid. A related paint is that the
mation’s public four-year colleges and universities are increasingly serving
the econamic elite, who, as a group, no longer place a high premium on pri-
vate education. The proportion of students from affluent families increased
sharply at public institutions over the past fifteen years—38 percent of the
freshimen come from families earning more than $200,000 (Passell, 1997).

Several reasons account for these phenomenal increases both in the num-
ber of students and in expenditures, One explanation is the high birthrate fol-
lowing World War L Another factor is the lengthening of the educational time
span, as communities add kindergarten at one end and community colleges at
the other. A third explanation is the rising popularity of a college education,
But beyond these, the average cost per pupil at every level has been rising
faster than either the price or level of the gross national product, In part, this
& because of a national drive to improve education, with the customary pre-
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148 Chap 4 Spheres of Change

As increasingly lange proportions of young people attend schools at all
anummmﬂuttlwquﬂiydmnmhnmma
number of shortcomings have captured the public's attention. Examples of
these would include the relatively high rate of functional iliteracy among
young adults (as high as 40 percent among minority youths); inadequacies in
the teaching of sciemce, mathematics, and foreign languages; and the general
decline on tests performances (Ravitch, 1985). Studies indicate that American
high school students average lower test scores in mathematics, science, and
other subjects when compared to their counterparts in Japan, Germany,
Russia, Singapore, and other industrialized nations. For example, in a 1997
survey of math achievement scores of students from forty-one countries, the
United States ranked twenty-eighth, Top on the lst were students from
Singapore, South Korea, Japan, and Hong Kong (Ecomomist, 1997b). It is inter-
esting 10 note that second-ranked South Korea and sixth-ranked Czechs
spend only a third as much per pupil as the United States. Once again, teach-
ing methods are more crucial than education spending, In teaching mathe-
matics, both countries spend more time on basic arithmetic than on deeper
mathematical ideas, emphasize mental arithmetic, rely on standard teaching
manuals, and favor whole-class (as opposed to group) teaching,

Further, some of the differences are also due to greater emphasis on the
hard sciences and languages and to the length of the school year. For example,
German students routinely study physics and algebra for five years, chemistry
and biology for four years, and calculus for two years. Most American high
school students do not take even a year of either physics or chemistry. Only 6
percent study calculus, With a 180-day school schedule, the United States is
one of the few countries with classrooms idle over half the yesr Japanese
schools operate more than 240 days, including half-days on Saturdays. Most
Japanese high school students do nat date, drive cars, hold part-time jobs, or
even do household chores. In the United States, 76 percent of high school
seniors spend fewer than five hours per week on homework; in Japan, less
than 35 percent do. In 1994, one-third of high school sendors reported that they
were not required to do daily homework in all school subjects, and over hall
of them could not write a narrative essay (Manegold, 1994). This is reflected in
the SAT (Scholastic Achievement Test) scores, which have declined from their
postwar high in 1956 In 1997, math scores showed some overall improve-
ments while the verbal scores remained relatively unchanged (Honan, 1997).
Asian Amencans continued to have the highest averages in mathematics, and
whites scored highest in the verbal test. Blacks had the lowest average in both
the verbal and mathematics parts. But low test scores are not limited to stu-
dents. In a well-publicized case in 1997, school officlals in the Connetquot
school district on Long Island were not surprised when they received hun-
dreds of applications for thirty-five teaching positions. What surprised them,
however, was the number of candidates who could not pass a new test—fifty
multiple-chosoe reading comprebension questions from old Regents exams in
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an amalgam borrowed from Western Europe, particularly England and
Germany. The assumptions underlying the undergraduate curriculum orig-
inally came from England, whereas graduate education is grounded in
German scholarship and science. The English influence can be dated from
the founding of the first college, Harvard, in 1636, The German influence did
not take hold until more than two centuries later. The curriculum was
designed to produce a leamed clergy and cultivated gentlemen and to
impart an aristocratic lifestyle to the wellborn. In the seventeenth century,
more than half of the college graduates became ministers, and most college
professors were clergymen, or at least were trained in theology. Before the
Civil War, almost all the college presidents were ministers,

In the early American college, the principal method of instruction was
recitation. This is a process in which students repeat from memory, often ver-
batim, textbook assignments. (Remnants of this method are still found in
Eastern European and Russian universities) For dispulation, students
defended or attacked a propaosition in Latin, the required language of
instruction. Later on, the lective by teachers supplemented student recita-
tlons. Because of the limited number of books, students often copled down
word for word what the instructor said. As the size of classes increased, the
lecture method slowly replaced recitation and disputation. The blackboard
was first used at Bowdoin College around 1823 The semimer method was
imported from Germany in the mid-nineteenth century. Finally, the discres-
sion class, designed to supplement lectures, was introduced at Harvard in
1904 (Bover, 1987:149),

The early colleges were for male students only, and higher education
did not become a reality for women until the early 1800s. (Now women make
up over 55 percent of the undergraduate student body.) By 1860, there were
246 colleges and universities in the United States and 17 state universities. In
1862, higher education gained support from the passage of the Morrill Act by
Congress. This act granted each state a large area of land tor the purpose of
endowing at least one agricultural college. These “land-grant colleges™ con-
tributed greatly to the expansion of agricultural and engineering education.
Fuﬂimmppoﬂfmh@medmﬂmmmﬁunlhcmdﬂwa&nby
Congress i 1944, and its extension in 1952, The Economic
of 194 authonzed grants for college work-study programs, and, mlmm
Higher Education Act authorized, for the first time, direct all-purpose aid to
colleges and universities. The greater financial support by the government
resulted in the greater involvement of the government in higher education.

As college education has become more central to society, higher edu-
cation has grown into a S180 billion industry, to nearly 3 percent of the gross
national product, from $2.4 billion, which was less than | percent, fifty years
ago LArenson, 1997), By 1997, there were 3,706 institutions of higher educa-
tion in the United States: 2244 were classified as four-vear (which includes
159 universities), and the remaining 1,462 as junior colleges (Clromicle of
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152 Orap. 4 Spheres of Change

As the population of the United States became increasingly well edu-
cated, women made significant gains (Blanchi & Spain, 1986:137). In terms of
enrollment, women represent 55.5 percent of the college population. In 1997,
more women than men earmed both bachelor's and master’s degrees. But
women represented slightly more than a third of PhD. recipients.
Differences still exist between men and women in their major fields of study.
More than two-thirds of students in majors such as architecture, engineering,
physical sciences, and religion are men. Those fields in which over two-
thirds are female inchude education, foreign languages, library sclences, and
health professions. But women made significant inroads in
“make” areas of study. For example, female recipients of medical and law

have more than tripled since the 19708, and the number of women
has increased substantially in fields such as mathematics and

Data show that overall minority enrollment has also continued to grow.
Between 1984 and 1997, the total enrollment in higher education increased
by about 2.5 million. Not one of the students contributing to this rise was a
white American male. Seventy-one percent were students classified as
African American, native American, Asian American, and Hispanic
American. The remaining 29 percent were nonresident allens and white
women. The number of “white men”™ actually declined. By 1997, the number
of minority students in two- and four-year colleges had risen to over 23 per-
cent of the total college enrollment. The patterns, however, vary widely by
race. Black enrollment is up to 10 percent of the college population, which
reflects a gradual upward trend, but is still lower than the proportion of
blacks in the population. Hispanic students gradually increased from 3.5
percent, in 1976, to about 5 percent of the college population in 1997
Enrollment of native American students increased slightly in that same peri-
od. The one ethnic minority to show substantial gains was Asian Americans.
Their representation increased to 7.1 percent of all students in 1997, up from
1.8 pevcent in 1976 (Chronicle of Higher Education Almaonac, 1997:18).

Traditionally, the objectives of higher education were to make available
to students the tools of learning. to open up new horizons for them lo
explore, and to assist them to understand their cultural heritage. Today, by
contrast, as a 1987 Carnegle Foundation report foresaw more than a decade
ago, “careerism dominates the campus” (Boyer, 1987:102). Students view
general education as an irritating interruption—an annoying detour on their
way to their degree. The report finds that most students go to college to pur-
sue a special field of study that leads to a carver, comfortable living, and
secunty from unemployment. For example, in 1994, 45,000 students applied
for the approximately 16,000 spots in the nation’s 125 medical schools, part-
ly as o response (o the decline in career opportunities in the high-paying
fiedds of law and investment banking (Thomson, 1994). One-third of under-
graduates would drop out if college did not increase their prospects of

employment
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154 Chap 4 Sphweres of Change

ing employment opportunities to those with less education and _
more education than most jobs require. Berg finds no relation between for-
mal education and work productivity, turnover rates, work satisfaction, pro-
motion, and success in business. Berg's observations are well documented in
mummmmmpu.nmmdymmmmau@
degree has became a virtual prerequisite for getting ahead in the corporate
world or the professions, only 46 percent of the wealthy business owners
surveved completed their college education; 29 percent never went to col-
lege, and 25 percent started but did not finish. Even those who can boast aca-
demic achievements do not put much faith in them, and only 33 percent said
that educational background was important to their financial success
(Bowers, 1994). This feeling is perhaps most pronounced among college pro-
fessors. A 1995 Carnegie Foundation international survey of 20,000 faculty
members in fourteen countries concluded that most professors were unhap-
py about their salaries—as well as with the lack of student preparation
(Altbach & Lewis, 1995).

If anvthing, there is an inverse relation between amount of formal edu-
cation and occupational performance. Berg notes that formal education
plays one single role for blue-collar, white-collar, and
workers: It determines where one enters the occupational system. What is
important, in other words, is that employers believe that formal education
makes better workers and therefore use it as a criterion for hiring. But once
hired, workers with more or Jess formal education exhibit no significant dif-
ference in work performance. The only apparent difference & in income
because workers with more formal education enter the labor force at higher
levels and change jobs more often. There are questions being raised both at
the marketplace and in the literature regarding the importance placed on
credentials by both colleges and employers especiaily when it can be shown
that the educational requirements for entry into an occupation have little
bearing on the activities of that occupation (see, for example, Ray &
Mickelson, 1993).

Publish or Perish

Traditionally, the emphasis in colleges was quite clearly on teaching.
The goal was to preserve and transmit existing truths rather than to advance
knowledge. “Even as late as 1857, a committee of the Columbia College
board of trustees attnibuted the poor quality of the college to the fact that
three professors ‘wrote books’ * (Lewis, 1995:3), However, with the spread of
graduate education modeled after German universities, faculty advance-
ment and promotion soon became dependent on scholarly research rather
than on teaching. A number of universities advocated “productive” work in
an attempt to extablish a “national reputation” (Lewis, 1975:7). By the tum of
the century, many academics in universities lived by the code of “publish or
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156 Chap 4 Spheres of Change

be part of the “invisible faculty” (Gappa & Leslie, 1993) and can look for-
ward to only part-time work, Currently aimost half of four-year faculty and
65 percent of two-year faculty are part-timers.

Many are the campus equivalent of migrant workers, with no stake at
all in the institutions for which they work. They eam about $1,500 per
course, with no benefits or pension, and are considered higher education's
working poor (Merik, 1996). Many of them hold several jobs at once and
spend the week rushing from one campus to the next. The growth in part-
time faculty is, to a degree, a response to the tenure system, which had
grown cumbersome and expensive, particularly for colleges with small
endowments and shrinking revenues. Even though early retirement incen-
tives have substantially lightened college payrolls, many institutions con-
tinue to replace retirces with adpnct faculty, Increasingly, undergraduates
can expect to be taught by part-timers and adjuncts leading to what some
educators call “faceless departments™ (Leatherman, 1997). In some
instances, they may even end up with graduate students from other depart-
mants who lack formal training and experience in the discipline they are
assigned to teach.

In sum, education over the vears has undergone drastic changes.
Universities have been transformed into huge complexes with enormous
power, college students now far outnumber farmers in the United States,
and there are some 1.8 million full-time employees in colleges and uni-
versities. The education level of the American population is steadily
growing; more and more people graduate from high school; there is a
steady decline in the proportion of dropouts; more and more high school
graduates go on to college and professional schools; and, ironically, more
and more people find it harder and harder to find a job after graduation,
While the level of education goes up in the United States (not necessarily
the quality), there are still over 1 billion people worldwide who cannot
read or write, which represents an estimated illiteracy rate of 18,5 percent.
The growth of population in the world still outpaces the advance in liter-
acy rates.

THE ECONOMY

The structure of an economic system is based on production, distribution,
and consumption. Prodiuction involves the assembling and applying of
resources, and it requires land, capital, and labor. Land refers to physical ter-
ritory and resources; caputel consists of the means of production—of money,
equipment, and tools; and labor pertains to people who produce goods and
services. Distribution entalls some system of exchange in which goods and
services have some equivalent values. Finally, consiemption refers to the uti-
lization of goods and services produced by the economy.

N
/

4 > @

Scanned with CamScanner

) ) Page 155 of 422




Social change

Scanned with CamScanner




158 Crop. 4 Spheres of Crange

The civilian labor force has grown from 22 million in 18%) to over 128
million in 1997 (US. Department of Labor, 1987:9; U.S. Bureau of the Census,
1997:3%). Although the proportion of the population represented in the
labor force remained relatively constant at about 66 percent of the civilian
noninstitutional population over sixteen years of age, there have been sig-
nificant changes in its composition over the years.

The percentage of manual blue-collar workers was a close second to
those emploved on farms at the tum of the century. Between World War 1
and World War 11, because of the growth of industrialization and the accel-
erated decline of farm employment, blue-collar workers comprised almost
40 percent of the labor force. But by the mid-1950s, the percentage of white-
collar workers exceeded those in blue-collar occupations, and this gap has
increased greatly between 1960 and 1987, Technological advances that
increased production also comtributed to reducing the number of manual
workers. The decline in steel and automobile industries, due pri
competition from abroad, cost the country hundreds of thousands of blue-
collar jobs. The shift from producing goods to service industries, to be dis-
cussed shortly, also played a significant role in the long-term decline in the
number of blue-collar workers. In 1997, there were some gains as more and
more people with higher education filled traditional blue-collar jobs which
reached 32.8 million (Hershey, 1997)

Thaose In derical and related occupations represented 3 percent of the
labor force in 1900. By the mid-1990s, they represented over 20 percent. This
category includes such occupations as word processors, clerks, typists, proof-
readers, and office machine operators. Some are in entirely new fields. For
example, in 1960, there were approximately 12,000 “computer specialists” in
America. By 1970, the number had grown to 260,000, and today it is close to
2 million. Contrary to popular belief, the introduction of new technology,
such as, for example, computers for office data application, does not neces-
sanly result in the reduction of employees. When computers were introduced
in the mid-1950s, some experts predicted that large numbers of clerical and
kindred workers would be displaced and that job opportunities for millions
of people, in one of the largest occupational employment categories, would
be curtailed Yel, over the last three decades, employment of clerical workers
has continued to increase, and between 1972 and 1986, the number of such
workers grew by 40 percent (Mark, 1987:27). Office computenization made
possible work that previously had been impractical because it would have
been too costly and time-consuming, It gave rise to new kinds of data analy-
ses, extending the scope of activities for many industries, thus creating new
jobs. In addition, it created new ocoupations such as tape and disk librarian
and console operator. New industries were also created to manufacture com-
puters and related paraphernalia. As a result, thousands are emploved in
manufacturing microelectronics devices, advanced communication equip-
ment, and other technologies that are gaining prominence (Perrolle, 1987)
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order to get what one needs. A self-regulating price market for the

of goods and services is brought about by the advent of economic surplus
and the introduction of money as a means of exchange. [t should be noted,
however, that not all exchanges of goods and services take place in a market
situation. For example, the redistribution of wealth through charity or pro-
gressive taxation is an exchange of potentially marketable commaodities out-
side of the market. Furthermore, “The mobilization of economic resources
for public goals—through eminent domain, taxation, direct appropriation,
and selective service—involves the transfer of economic goods and services
without the intrusion of an economic market” (Smelser, 1976:119).

The economist Karl Polanyi and his associates (1957) suggest that eco-
nomic activities fall into three main patterns of exchange. The first pattern is
reciprocative, which is illustrated by the ritualized gift giving among families,
clans, and tribes. Farmers in many socteties help each other at harvest
CGoods and services are given because it is traditional to do s0. The only prine
ciple of calculation is the Joose principle that the giving and receiving of
goods or services should “balance out” in the Jong run

The second form of exchange s redistribadioe. Mlnvolmwnm
economic goods and services to a central source—usually governmental—
and then redistributing them throughout the populace. Several examples of
this torm occurred in ancient Astan and African avilizations. Modern exam-
ples are organized charity or progressive taxation. Like reciprocative
exchange, redistributive forms are characterized by an absence of economic
calculation and price payment. In this situation, the principle of calculation
seems to be one of justice or equity based on a traditional notion of what the
recipients deserve.

The third form of exchange, the one that is most common in the
Western world, is simply referred to as exchamge. In this type of distribution,
economic goods and services are brought into a market context. Prices are
not standardized on the basis of tradition but result from bargaining for eco-
nomic advantage. Formal economic analysis is equipped to handle only this
type of exchange. In modemn societies, distribution can also be seen as a one-
way exchange, whereby goods and services are given to individuals without
receiving in return an exchangeable market value. Examples of this one-way
exchange would include redistribution through taxation, donations, public
support of children, welfare, Medicaid, and legal aid (Boulding, 1973),

Consumption

“Production not only supplies the need with an object.” wrote Marx,
“but also supplies the object with the need” (quoted by Anderson, 1976:164),
In traditional socteties, the limited production obviously does not supply the
object with (oo many needs for consumption. By contrast, modemn econom-
b systems depend on the sustaining and creating of needs, Growth in the
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a result of the availability of various labor-saving devices, which, of course,
increases the capacity to consume various leisure-related products such as
travel, TV, and entertaimment.

While personal consumption expenditures doubled, personal dispos-
able income increased from $2.254 billion to $5,388 billion for the same time
period. The average adult in the United States has 2,650 leisure hours per
year. This comes to over 110 days per year. Much of the increase in leisure
time is spent on consumption. Needs and desires for new products are con-
stantly being created by advertisements and reinforced by an increased time
spent watching television. In the United States, 99 percent of all households
have TV sets, almost all in color. The average American between the ages of
three and sixteen spends more time in front of the television set than in
school. An average adult woman spends more than thirty hours a week, and
an average adult man some twenty-five hours per week watching TV. This
is in contrast to the roughly two hours a week spent reading books (which
explains why many of the 62,000 or so new titles published annually remain
unread} and 35 hours & week devoted to newspapers and magazines
(Carvajal, 1997).

John Kenneth Calbraith (1973:33-37) points out that the ideal con-
sumers are nonworking middle- and upper-class women, a group with day-
long TV exposure. He sees these women as serving a crypto-servant function
in household administration and maintenance that involves goods, food,
child care, social enjoyment, and social displays. He observes that “The ser-
vant role of women is critical for the expansion of consumption in modern
economy. . . . In few matters has the economic system been so successful in
establishing values and moulding resulting behaviour to its needs as in the
shaping of a womanly attitude and behaviour. . . . Thus it is women in their
crypto-servant role of administrators who make an indefinitely increasing
consumption possible” The role of youth and women in maintaining con-
sumption is evident in the manner in which advertising promotion and TV
content are fixed. Youth and women are more likely than men to have the
time to consume, and consumption does require lange amounts of time. For
many, consumption becomes an entire way of life.

Adjusting for inflation, the percentage of American households with
annual incomes of $75,000 or more rose to 18.6 percent in 1995, the latest for
which data are available, from 13 percent in 1982 About 39 percent of all the
households have incomes of $50,000 or more, up from 32.8 percent in 1982
And, the upper 40 percent of households account for 60 percent of the
nation’s consumer spending (Uchitelle, 1997). This segment of the
tion is increasingly becoming the target for marketers who push the sale of
higher-profit and higher-priced luxury or gadget-laden merchandise, such
as electric toothbrushes with a timer—for an extra S20. This process is called
product differentintion and has been around for some time in different ver- l1
sions. For example, blue-collar workers moved up from Chevrolets to
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164 Chap 4 Spheves of Change
SUMMARY

This chapter examined changes that have ocourred in several specific
spheres, It should be recalled that soclal change may oniginate in any insti-
tutional area, bringing about changes in other arcas, which, in turn, make for
further adaptations in the initial sphere of change. Changes that have taken
place in the various spheres are interrelated; they influence each other as
well as the course of soclety.

Many of the dramatic trends have slowed down or halted in some
areas, while in others, new currents have set in. The decline in the functions
of the American family has boen compensated for by an ascent of its “com-
pansonship” function. The trend is toward a nuclear family with egalitarian
conpugal roles. The size of the family is decreasing, and there is an increase
in childless families. The divorce rates are up and the new maorality seems to
reverberate in the family structure.

The population of the world is expected to double in forty-three years at
the 1994 rate of annual, natural increase of 1.6 percent. In developing coun-
tries, the consequences of this rapid growth rate are felt in economic, social,
and political institutions. Mortality rates are declining, and life expectancy is
on the increase. The trend in fertility is downwand, but with little effect on
growth rates as a result of more rapid declines in mortality rates. As a result of
the demographic transition, modern societies have both low mortality and fer-
nlity rates, and six European countries are experiencing a zero or negative
population growth. There is an increase in migration and a change in the place
of origin of immigrants into the United States. There has been a pronounced
ncrease in the dependency mtio in developed countries in recent years,

In the sphere of steatification, an important change is the opening of
opportunities for much higher rates of mobility. The trend is toward equali-
ty. but it i questionable whether absolute equality can ever be attained.

In power relations, important changes have occurred in the ruling elite
over time. Access to the political elite has became open to wider and wider
strata of the population, and there is a proliferation of “power elites.” The
political power of nonpoliticians has increased enormously, and it has been
accompanied by the decentralization of power. The scope of political partic-
ipation has been widened, but there is still room for expansion for minorities
and ethnic groups.

Education is now separated from the family and, to a great extent, from
comununity life. The development of schools and universities spread educa-
tiom from a monopoly of a few to the property of the masses. This trend was
associated with changes in curriculum and the lengthening of the education
process for more and more students. Today there seems to be too much
emphasis on credentials by employers. Test scores are declining in high
schools, and college education is becoming increasmgly vocationalized. The
marketability of a liberal arts degree is on the decline, and the market for

N
7/

<

| o

Scanned with CamScanner

@ » Page 163 of 422



Social change

Scanned with CamScanner




166 Chap 4 Spneres of Change .

Avrsac, Priuty G, anp Liones S LEwis. “Professorial Attitudes—An International
Sarvey,” Change, 27 (6) November-Docember 1995, pp. S0.58,

Autnavs, Prances A “US. Birthrate Decreased in 1991, but Nonmarital Fertility
Continwed to Rise,” Family Plasming Perspectives, 26 (1) January-February 1994, pp.
13-15,

Axpenson, Crasces H The Seciology of Sewrvionl Secisl Predlems of Grosoth.
Homewood, 1L Dorsey Press, 1976,

Arruzsome, Prren. “Record School Enrollments, Now and Ahead.” The New York
Times, August 22, 1997, p, AS.

Axenson, Karen W, “Rationing Higher Education. Why College 't for Everyone.”
The Niewe York Towes, August 31, 1997, p E1L

Axils, PricLirre Centries of Chilfivond, trans. Robert Baldick. New York: Knopt, 1962

ArvmrusTin, Frasx E “The More We Spend, the Less Children Learn,” The New York
Times Magezime, August 28, 1977, pp. 8-11, 53-40.

Bausex, Beunaxp “Change and Stratification Systems " In Amitai Etzioni and Eva
Etzioni-Halevy (ods.), Socmal Change: Sources, Patterns, and Consequences, 2nd od.
New York: Basic Books, 1973, pp. 199-208.

Bewc, lvam Educetion aml Jobs: The Gront Tramming Reblery. New York: Praeger, 1970,

BeraEr, Persr L. “Two Cheers for Class,” First Thungs: A Mouthly jowrnal of Religion
and Public Life, 64 June-July 1996, pp. 18-21.

Baacwar, JAGoise, ANO MiLiNo Rao, “Foreign Students Spur U S. Brain Gain,” The
Wall Street Jourmal, August 31, 1994, p. AS.

Beanon, Zuzasse M, ano Darune Seaas. American Women in Transition. New York:
Russell Sage, 1986,

BrunsTenT, Rosexr. Power and Progress: Fssays o Sociologiend Theory, New York:
McGraw-Hill, 1974,

Buav, Pevex, anp Onis Dupwsy Duscan. The American Ocosgations) Structure. New
York: Free Press, 1967,

BonGaazss, Joun “Global Trends in AIDS Mortality,” Foprbition aud Deovfopend
Repdew, 22 (1) March 199, pp. 21-46,

Borromonse, Tos, Elites in Society, 2nd od. New York: Routledge, 1993,

BouLoine, Kenseri E “Urbanization and the Grants Economy: An Introduction.”
In Kenneth E Boulding Mantin Pfaff, and Anita Piaff (eds), Trarsfers i an
Lirbanized Ecomomey. Bedmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1973, pp. 1-6,

Bowsss, Brent. “Sheepskin lsn't A Reguirement For Success in Business,” The Wall
Street Jowrnal, November 1, 1994, p. B2

Bover, Exexest L. College: The Umidorgnufitte Experience in Aneericn. New York: Harper
& Row, 1987,

Brows, Lestex R, State of the World 1997, New York: W, W, Norton, 1997

Brown, Lester K., Hat Kaxg, axp Davie Macin Rooosax. Vital Signs, 1997 New
York: W. W. Norton, 1997,

Bugcsss, Exxest W. “The Family in o Changing Society ™ In Amital Etzioni and Eva
Etzions-Halevy (eds), Sovml Clamge: Sources, Patterns, and Comsequenors, 2nd ed,
New York: Bassc Books, 1973, pp. 191198

Burtinss, Gany (od). Docs Mowey Mather? The Effect of Schoed Resources o Stadent
Achievemend and Adult Success. Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press, 1996

Camrwris, ELane The Childless Murrage: As Explonstory Stiady of Couples Who Do Net
Want Cluldnm. New York: Tavistock, 1986,

' Page1650f422 | < > | @ p

Scanned with CamScanner




Social change

Scanned with CamScanner




168 Chap. 4 Spheres of Change :

Gexrn, Hass Ho ave C WriaHt Minss teds. and trans ). From Max Weber, Essays in
Secwlugy. New York: Ondord, 1946

Giesenr, Dusnes. The American Cless Structire in an Age of Grousng Inequality, 5th od.
Belmont, CA: Wiasdsworth, 1958,

Giensnr, Densts, AND Josern A. Kane The Amerscon Class Structure: A New Synthesis,
Jed ed. Chicagoe Dorsey Press, 1993,

Goms, Parricia. “Americans on the Move,” Popnelation Bullelin, 48 (3) November,
1993, pp. 2-41.

Gooor, Wittiam | “Industrialization and Family Change.” In S N. Eisenstadt (ed ),
Comparative Perspectioes on Socad Change, Boston: Little, Brown, 1968, pp. 47-62.

Goxee, Grormury, Doath, Graef, and Mowrnmg. New York: Doubleday, 1965

Gay, Lovise. “After Yice and Versa—Social Change and Evolution of
Gender Identities,” New Statesusn & Soctety, 9 £393) March 8, 1996, pp. 31-32.

Hacxxx, Anonrew. Momey: Wio Mas How Muck and Wi? New York: Scriboer, 1997,

Harp, James E, ano B, THomas Toout. The Poltics of Ghdwl Resourcrs: Poplation,
Food. Energy, amd Expironment, Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1986.

Heen, Davio M., axo Jie S Guecsey. Socety amd Populition, 3rd ed. Englewood
Clidts, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1992,

Hexxrszncen, Mrunoa. “For Nurses, Fewer Openings, Specialized Needs,” The
Nise York Tieaes, August 21, 1994, p. 20.

HERNNSTEIN, RICHARD |, AND Ciraies Muxray. The Bell Caurve: Iatelligence and Class
Structure in Ameerican Life. New York: Pree Press, 1994,

Hensuey, Rosexr D, Jo. “The Rise of the Working Class. Blue-Collar jobs Gain, but
the Work Changes in Tone,” The Niwe York Tiwes, September 3, 1997, pp. C1, 2.

Henrzzen, | O. Americen Socil Institutions. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 1961,

Houmes, Sreven A, “Birthrate for Unwed Women Up 70% Since "83, Study Says.” The
New York Towes, July 20, 1999, pp. Al and A7

Hoxax, Wittias HL "S AT, Math Scores Improve, But Verbal Results Stay Flat,” The
New York Tames, August 27, 1997, p. A1

INGRASsEA, Lawrenes, “Dames Don't Debate Same-Sex Marrages, They Celebrate
Them,” The New York Times, June 8, 1994, pp. 1A and 8A

JAMA, The Journal of the American Medical Associtione. “Indant Mortality—United
States, 1991.7 271 (1) 1994, pp. 1597.

Janssens, Axceuigue. Fewily and Secwd Chamge: The Household as # Proves i an
Ifweatrmalizing Commuraty, Camdrridyge, England: Cambridge University Press, 1993,

Jereesnoy, Ssuxeren |, axo Renpcca | Coox. “State Accountability for Wife-Beating:
The Indian Chalbenge.” The Lamcet, M9 (9052) March 1, 1957,

fosvson, Kmx “Cay Divoroe Few Markers in This Readm.” The New York Times,
August 12, 1994, p. Al

Jowus, Evise ., 57 AL Ternuge Pregnuncy in Infustrifiznd Covmtris. New Haven: Yale .
University Press, 1956,

fosss, Gavin W, “"Modemization and Divoroe: Comtrasting Trends in Islamic
Southeast Asia and the West,” Pupulutior and Dvorfopuent Review, 23 (1) March
1997, pp. 95-115

KAnDo, Twosas M. Letsiore amd Pogicder Calture i Thomsition. St Louis: Mosby, 1975 |

Karian, Mamion A led ) The Marriage Bargaie: Wormon amf Desories v Enropwan
History. New York: Haertngton Park Press, 1985, '

) Pagel67of422 | 4 | B | @ | D

Scanned with CamScanner




Social change

Scanned with CamScanner



* Page1690f422 | | p | @® |

Scanned with CamScanner




Social change

Scanned with CamScanner




