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History of Gilman
•Henry Gilman (1893-1986) was the son of a tailor. 
•He did his PhD in Chemistry in 1918 at Harvard University 
(USA). 
•He did his Post-Doc under the supervision of Prof Victor 
Grignard at Germany in 1919 and moved to Iowa State University 
(USA) as Assistant Professor. 
•He was promoted to Professor rank in 1923 by same University. 
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•He was promoted to Professor rank in 1923 by same University. 
•Then he moved to DuPont Chemical Industry in 1929. 
•He and Dr M S Kharash (another Post-Doc student of Prof Victor 
Grignard) founded Journal of Organometallic Chemistry (JOC) in 
1936. 
•He suffered with glaucoma (blind by one and eye) and lost the 
vision by other eye as well in 1947 (54 years of age). 
•He published 1020 research articles out which 584 in the state of 
blindness. 



Preparation & Applications
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Applications
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Activation of Zn

Corroded (Inactive) Zn powder

Zn(NO3)2 1) MeOH
2) Me2CO
3) Et O

HNO3
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Acidic & Wet Zn Metal 3) Et2O Activated Zn

ZnCl2 2 K 2 KCl Zn* (Rieke)+ +
Et2O

Aldrich Acta, 33, 52, 2000



Reformatsky Reaction
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Applications
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Applications
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