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In other words, the treatment brought about a
train of negative consequences for the group. This js
an extreme example and relates to experimental e
search, which is not a research design that is com.-
monly employed in social research (see Chapter 2),
but it does illustrate the difficulty of anti'-"ipati;rig,
harm to respondents. The ASA Codes of Ethics sug-
gests that, if there is any prospect of harm to particip-
ants, informed consent, the focus of the next section,
is essential: ‘Informed consent must be obtained
when the risks of research are greater than the risks of
everyday life. Where modest risk or harm is antici-

pated, informed consent must be obtained.’













