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Amnes ty Internationa l is a glo ba l move ment o f more lh i:1 11 7 mi l\1 011 peuplc \-Vhti 1.,ki 

injustice personally. We ,lre campaigning for O world w h ci-L' h1 rnnn r1 gh h ,11 e < rq• }yt·d \Y_, 

all. 

We are funded by members and people like you. W e ,He inc.l cp c1 1dent ut r_1ny po l1t1c,il 

ideology, economic interest or religion. No government i s bcynnJ scrutiny No s 1tu ~1llo1 1 1s 

beyond hope. 

Few would have predicted when we started that tortu re 1·s would become in ternat iun ;:,i\ 

outlaws. That most countries would abolish the dea th __ pc1 1,1lt) . And see mi ngly untouchzib\c 

dictators would be made to answer for their crimes. 

Where it all began, 

In 1961, British lawyer Peter Benenson was outraged when two Portugu ese s tudents were 

jailed just for raising a toast to freedom. He wrote a·n articl e in The Observer n ewspaper 

and launched a campaign that provoked an incredible response. Reprinted in new spa pe rs 

across the world, his call to action sparked the idea that people everywhere can unite in 

solidarity for justice and freedom. 

This inspiring moment didn't just give birth to an extraordinary move1nent, it was the star 

of extraordinary social change. 

"Only when the last prisoner of conscience has been freed, when the last torture 

chan1ber has been closed, when the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights is a reality for the world1s people, will our work be done." 

Peter Benenson, Amnesty International founder 
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anyone and evcry01··1,,. 
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, c I ccdorn and dignity a re und er t h n.:dl. 

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH 

Together, ive can us _, . . . . 
tho trlit·J ,f' ,._ _ · fo u r mfluence - fro m advocatmg tv1 l h w orld lemten. to ~hm rnq 

• '- '- 1 O; WttQt'5 / - , · 
world. ' wppe. n ng on the ground - to help s,011 repression uround tlw 

Executive Director 

Human Rights Watch was founded in 1978 as "Helsinki Watch," when we began 

investigdting rights abuses in countries that signed the Helsinki Accords, most notab\y 

those behind the Iron Curtain. Since then, our work has expanded to five continents . We 

investigated massacres and even genocides, along with government take-overs of media 

and the baseless arrests of activists and political opposition figures. At the same t ime, we 

expanded our work to address abuses against those likely to face d iscrimination) includlng 

vvomen, LGBT people, and peo ple with disabilities. When t·am1 I1es v1cnm1zed ny war crimes 

Jouncfno justice at home, we championed international justice and interna tional courts. 

While we rely on in- person interviews, our research methods h ave also ch anged with the 

times, an d today we us e satellite imagery to track the destrnction of villages and city -
hlocks, and we mine big data for patterns in arrest rates or the deportation of in1n1igrants. 

Everything we do circles back to our commitment to justice, dignity, compassion, and 

equality. 

What We Do: 

hn estigate; Our r<;searchcrs work in the field in 100 sorne countries., uncovering facts that 

crczitc an undeniable record of human rights abuses. 
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Change: We tneet . - . 

WJth gov.-.:-. i-n
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h . . -1 • · · · 1tJt' ·11 1t)1 1'- -·1,r\ others to see that . 1. ' '_ ' · 
11e n ts, t e Um ted Na t:1 on s , rebe gro u P',, u" I , ·', -· · 

po icy is changed, laws are enforced, and ju stice i s served 
ln1JJact: 
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Ending then, and br· 1 . . . , , . . • 1 · 'I l l 1n 
. . . l.lgir,t; th e perpetrators to justice. Ch ;.rnge CJ<JPs 11' ,_,, rn1: ec1 ,;i Y, -'

1 
· 

son,e Cdses i t can be painful ly slow. And it rarely comes from uur df1,, t,; ,1\ on c, hu t ra1:~e r 

fro n1 th e co •11 h ; r1 e ci · ff' • . . . . . . t -
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- ' ' - e Orts of numerou s groups a nd activists. 1-'rogre~~ Cdn "
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- laws are changed, invesu !-~<Hions launched, inte rnationa l pressu re i'.i cippl i
0

d , perpel,-<1to i-:; 

hro ugh t before courts - but each is a step forwa rd in th~ pursuit or ju stice and p romo I io t i 

of human right:-; . Here WE• document developments that mark p ,·ogress in t h e mciny issue, 
\Vt? \ V o 1·•!< 011 ;;'.1 r·ou nd rhe v\ ·c·1rl d 
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