
The United Nations is an organization 
or sovereign States, wh ich voluntar11yJointhe 
UN to work for world peace . It form ally ca n1<'! 
into being on 24 October 1945. At that time, 
it had Sl countries as Members. Current ly, 
193 countnes are UN members; the most 
'.x.ent to Join was South Sudan In July 201 I. 

The UN is a forum, a meeting-place, 
or virtually all nations of the world. It 
irovides them with the mechanism to help 
ind solut ions to disputes or problems, and to 
,ct on virtually any matter of concern to 
urnanity. 

Though sometimes described as a 
Jarl larnent of nations•, the United Nat ions Is 
either a supra-State nor a government of 
Jvernment s. It does not have an army nor 

!am more about the United Nations: ~ 

<:Ices it 
pol itica l 
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contributions 
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The Unit ed Nations plays a central role 
in reduc ing lntematl onal t ensions, pre~e~t ,ng 
conflicts and putt ing an end ID t,ght<ng 
already under wa y I t deals w,th our 
environment, outer space, and the sea ·bed 
lt has helped wipe ou t many doseast>S and 
expand food product,on. lt r:Mes for and 
protects refugees, ex?ands i;teracy and 
respondsqu icklyto natural disaste rs. 1t also 
protectsandpromotesrightsofindiv1dualsby 
sett lngagloba l standardfor humanngr,ts 

•am more about UN Member States: www un om/en/member5'iooe~-shtrri! 
•am more about the UN Charte r www In om/ en/documents/cnaaer/ inde• -sntml 
·am more about UN women: WW 1mwomen.9rq 



THE SIX M.-. IN UN ORGANS 
Toere are ~i~ m11in organs of the 

United Nations- the G<!neral Assembly, the 
Security Council, the Tn;steeshlD Council, the 
Economic and Socia l Cound l, the 
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Hague, Netherlands. All other organs are 
~~~ at United Nations Headquarters In New 

While Headquarters in New York 
servesastheprinclpalnervecentreofthe 
organization, several Important act ivities are 

directed from offices IOGllted In centres 
around the world . Meetings and various UN 
bodies are often held away from 
H"adqc,arters. Toe Economic and Social 
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specia l committees of the General ASsembly 
have frequently held meetings In many 
countr1es around the world. Conferences on 
topic,; sudl as population, food, the 
environment and human rights have been 
held in different parts of the world . 

The Ge nera l Assembly 
The General Assembly Is the main deiiberatlve organ of the United N~tions 

compnsed of all Member States, each of which has one vote, no matter Its s,ze or 
influence. It may discuss any matter arlslng under the UN Charter. Decisions on 
international peace and security, admitting new Member States a_nd the UN budget 
are decided by a two-thirds major ity. Other matters are decoded by a s,mple 
majority . I n recent years, a spec ial 
effort has been made to reach 
decisions through consensus. ,-,,ther 
than a forma l vote. General Assembly 
resolutions are only recommendations 
to the Member States, but as they 
represent the majonty of tile world's 
v iew, th!.'y ca rry heavy moral weight 
and often lead countries to jo in 
,n temational agreements called 
t reaties, conventions, and protocols, 
etc., and, ultim;,tely, tlave a positive 
influence 1n the world 

The Assembly's sess ion last:5 a 
year, starting in mid-September; the 
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busy season . during wh ich t ime most reso lutions are adopted, is from September to 
December. Special sessions may be requested by the Assembly, at the request of 
the Security Council, or at the request of a majority of UN Members 

At the beginning of each regular session in September, the Assembly holds a 
two-week general debate at which time heads of State present their views on a wide 
range of issues of concern to the internat ional community, from war and terrorism to 
d isease and poverty. Each year, the General Assembly elects a president who 
presides over these meetings as a neutral party that represents the United Nations 

The work or t he Assembly is also carri ed oul by its six main committees, the 
Human Rights Council, other subsidiary bodies and the UN Secretariat. The six main 
committees of the General Assembly are: First COmmittee ( Disarmament and 

International Security); Seoond Committee (Economic and Financial); Third 

committee (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural); Fourth Committee (Special Pol\tical 

and Decolonization); Fifth Committee {Administrative and Budgetary); and Sixth 

Committee (Legal) 



The Security Councll 
The Secur i!y Coimdl t,;,s a 

P• lm;,ry Ol'SllOJlS<l>• l•ty ur, (lf'r the UN 
0 1;1rt,i, to m,, inta ln lri tti, " " lion<,11 
l)(!d<:e ,, rid securit)'. Unlike the General 
Ass,•m blv , th-., Secur;1y Counci l doe,, 
r,ot hold regulM meet,ngs. 11 can be 
convened at ,my time, wheneve, 
lntem~t1onal 1>eace is threat ened In 
fact , itmec1 s alrnosteveryday 
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Member States ;ire ob ligated to 

carry out Its decisions, which are 
lega lly binding. When a threat to 
~ace is brought before the Council, it 
usually fkst asks the parties to reach 
agreement by peacefu l means. lf 

fighting breaks out , however, the 
Council tries to secure a ceasefire 
through negotiation, the establishment 
of sanctions, or by authorizing the us., 
of force, carried out by willing Member 
States . The Council may also decide 

TO e,;tal>l ,~t, 1~-~'-"~"~P" ''I ,,~·~•~11,,,, 
toprmnoi,· 1,,,1111•.11-'f'il"' 

llll' (;u'"" ii h~c l , rn(•1nb•·1 ., 
mclud1nq ', 1~•rr10~n, .,,t rn•' ·r 

China, f ranc., ,'·"" Rt1~•, i,rn Fe1trat.,,•, 
the \Jn o\.-.d 1<.,ng1lon, , .,,,,i Ii",~ u , ,;:Pn 

States Al the end of VJ,,dd WM 11 

the""' five cour,tn'!S pld'/Cd k~; "''"" '" 
the est;ibllshmem ot ' "~ u-,,te<l 
N,i ti<ms, The crMtors of th~ u•1 

Charter conce ive<l that !l ev """'~ 
rnntinuc to play 1mpvr1:ant roles'" th" 
main tenance ,,r ,r,t ,::rr,gt"><1a 1-e~~,. 
and security . The othe, 10 rota•)r,g 
members are c lec\~<J by the (,<,r•era 
Assemt>ly on the bas•s ofg,,c,graoM1cal 
representation for two-year terms 

To pass a resolut,on ,n tne 
Security Council, 9 o"t ot tne l ? 
members of the Council must vote 
" yes", but if any of th€ 5 perrranent 
members votes "no '" - often ,eferrea 
toasaveto - theresolul iondoes ,ot 
pass The Council also mues 
recommendat ions to t he Gener~! 
Assembly on the appo;ntment of a r1ew 
Secretary-General and on t~e 
admission of new members to the U'i 
Many count ries want to expand the 
membersh ip of the Council to incluae 
new permanent and r10n permanent 
members. These proposa ls J(e 
current ly being discussed by the 
Member Statesotine United Natio:-.s 

Learn more about t he UN Secur;ty Coundl : WWW uo 0(9 /i:n/SC/ 

The Economic and Socia l Counci l {ECOSOC) 
The Economic and Social Counl'.il (ECOSOC) Is t he cent ra l body for coord,n<1t 

ing the economic and social work of t he United Nations and !he UN s,stem . The 

Council has 54 members which are chosen - ---for equal geogra phical representation and 

serve a three-year term. Voting in 1he 

Council is by simple m ajority; each member 

has one vote. 
As much as 70 per cent of the work 

of the UN system Is devoted to promoting 

higher standards of liv ing , full employtne~t, 

and conditions of economic 11nd social 

progress and d evelopment. . The Council 

recommends 11nd directs act11/'1t,es a1,m,d at 

. 'l\[lffill~~~ 
. .. ~ .. . 



promoting economic growth of developing countries, supporting human rights and 

fostering world cooperation to fight poverty and under-development. 

To meet specific needs, the General Assembly has set up a number of 

specialized agencies such as the Food and Ag ,riculture Organization {FAO), the World 

Health Organization (WHO) and the UN , Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO), and programmes su~h as the UN Development Programme 

(UNDP), the UN Children's Fund (UNICE(l and the Office of the UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The work of these agencies and programmes 

is coordinated by ECOSOC. . 

1 ,.,, ......... ..,...,...,,.."' ::ih,-, , 1t thP I IN Frnnnmi;: ;:inrl Social Counci l : www .un .orq/en/ecosoc/ 
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