
About UNO 

AN Overview 

The United Nations is an internati~nal organization founded in 1945 . Il is currently 

made up of l 93 Member States. The mission and work of the United Nations arc 

guided by the purposes and principles contained in its foundin g Charter. 

Member States 

Each of the l 93 Member States of the United Nations is a member of the General 

Assembly. States are admitted to membership in the UN by a decision of the General 

Assembly upon the recommendation of the Security Council. 

Main Organs 

The main organs of the UN are the General Assembly, the Security Council. the 

Economic and Social Council, the Trusteeship Council, the International Court of 

Justice, and the UN Secretariat. All were established in 1945 when the UN was 

founded. 

Leadership 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations is a symbol of the Organization's id~als 

and a spokesman for the interests of the world's peoples, in particular the poor and 

vulnerable. The current Secretary-General of the UN, and the ninth occupant of the 

post, is Mr. Antonio Guterres of Portugal, who took office on 1 January 2017. The 

UN Charter describes the Secretary-General as "chief administrative ofiicer" of the 

Organization. 

Secretariat 

The Secretariat, one of the main organs of the UN, is organized along departmental 

lines, with each department or office having a distinct area of action and 

responsibility. Offices and departments coordinate with each other to ensure cohesion 

as they carry out the day to day work of the Organization in offices and duty stations 

around the world. At the head of the United Nations Secretariat is the Secretary

GeneraJ. 



Ji'unds, Prognunnu.·s, Spccinlizcd Agencies and Others 

• , . • r de up of the UN The UN system, a lso known unoffi c ia lly as the 'UN fam il y· is rnn . , 11 with their own · It· t· I d · a l izcd agencies, ~t 1tsc and many programmes, ·unc s, an spec• J . ·,h volunta ry 
. . , financed throug leadership and budget. The programmes and fu nds arc .... dependent · , are 1n . . A ,enc1es rather than assessed contributions. T he Specialized g . . 

, d contributions. international organizations funded by both voluntary and assesse 

History of the United Nations 

1 January I 942 II The name "United Nations" is coined 

. . 'd t Franklin D. Roosevelt The name "United Nations" coined by Umted States Presi en 
' . . , . . 1 J uary 1942, during the was first used in the Declarat10n by Umted Nat10ns of an 

. 1 d d their Governments to Second World War, when representatives of 26 nat10ns Pe ge 
continue fighting together against the Axis Power. 

24 October 1945 II The United Nations officially comes into existence 

In 1945, representatives of 50 countries met in San Francisco at the United Nations 
Conference on International Organizationto draw up the United Nations Charter. 
Those delegates deliberated on the basis of proposals worked out by the 
representatives of China, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom and the United States 
at Dumbarton Oaks, United States in August-October 1944. 

The Charter was signed on 26 June 1945 by the representatives of the SO countries. 
Poland, which was not represented at the Conference, signed it later and became one 
of the original 51 Member States. 

The United Nations officially came into ~xistence on 24 o t b 
1 c o er 945, when the 

Chai1er had been ratified by China, France the Sov · t u · h . . . ' ie nion, t e United Kingdom, 
the Umted States and by a majority of other · 

Signatories. United Nations Day is celebrated on 24 October each year. 
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