


OUTCOME MEASUREMENT IN 
PAEDIATRIC PHYSIOTHERAPY 



PURPOSE 

• Predict future status 

• Discriminate from norm 

• Evaluate change over time 

• Describe the status of subject 





Selection 

Reliability 

• Reliability is the test of a measure’s 
repeatability and accuracy. 

• A reliable measure gives results that are 
reproducible and consistent.  

• Reliability is often tested by repeating the 
measure on a stable population over a period 
of time 



• Reproducibility 

• A measure needs to be reliable in reproducing 
the same results on several occasions when 
no change could have occurred.  

• This is often assessed by repeating the 
measure on several occasions over a short 
period (test – retest reliability) 



Validity 

• This is the extent to which a measure records 
what it intends to record or ‘the degree of 
correspondence between the concept being 
measured and the variable used to represent 
the concept’ 

 



Sensitivity 

• Sensitivity (also called the true positive rate) measures 
the proportion of actual positives which are correctly 
identified as such (e.g., the percentage of sick people 
who are correctly identified as having the condition), 
and is complementary to the false negative rate.  

• Specificity (sometimes called the true negative rate) 
measures the proportion of negatives which are 
correctly identified as such (e.g., the percentage of 
healthy people who are correctly identified as not 
having the condition), and is complementary to the 
false positive rate. 



Most frequently used, good-quality 
outcome measurement tools in 
pediatric practice  

• 1. Canadian Occupational 
Performance Measure 

(COPM) 
• 2. School Function Assessment 
• 3. Functional Independence 

Measure for Children 
(WeeFIM) 
• 4. Child Health Questionnaire 
• 5. Cystic Fibrosis Questionnaire 
• 6. Pediatric Evaluation of Disability 

Inventory (PEDI) 
7. Gross Motor Function Measure 

(GMFM) 

• 8. Peabody Developmental Motor 
Scales (PDMS-2) 

• 9. Functional Reach 
• 10. Walk test (6-minute) (6MWT) 
• 11. Alberta Infant Motor Scale 

(AIMS) 
• 12. Chailey Levels of Ability 
• 13. Movement Assessment Battery 

for Children Scale 
• (M-ABC test) 
• 14. Paediatric Pain Profile (PPP) 
















